SAPPER THOMAS YOUNGER
5868 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Thomas Younger was born in Alnwick, Northumberland, England on 10 May, 1895 the son of John and Ellen Younger.  Christening took place on 10 July, 1895 in Alnwick.  His mother remarried Thomas Common after the death of his father and in 1901 the family lived at Kitty Brewster, Cowpen, Northumberland and were Thomas Common (34) hewer coal mine, Ellen (33), Beatrice Common (2), Ada Younger (6), Thomas Younger (5).
Ten years later in 1911 the family were residents at 25 Bebside Furnace, Cowpen and citizens were Thomas Common (40) coal mine hewer, Ellen (39), Thomas Younger (16) and Common children of Beatrice (13), Mary (10), John William (8), Sarah (6) and Isabilla (5).

Thomas Younger came to New South Wales, Australia around 1913 and was working at Dudley near Newcastle as a miner.

At the enrolling area No.39 in Newcastle on 29 April, 1916 the single twenty-one-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was 161cms (5ft 3½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins) and lived at Railway Street, Dudley.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed the same day and describe him further weighing 61.3kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (32-34ins) with a fair complexion, blue eyes that tested to good vision and yellow hair.  Distinctive marks were two large vaccination scars on his left arm and religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Ellen Common of Railway Street, Dudley, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced on 8 May, 1916 with “B” Company, Newcastle Depot until 23 June, 1916.  During leave home the following event took place:


From June 23 moved to “A” Company, Newcastle Depot until 4 July then transferred to Mining Corps training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  Went sick on 22 August to Langwarrin hospital with a social disease returning on October 14.  Was placed with the November, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5868. 
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  
Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on New Year’s Day 1917 on board the transport S.S. Arundel marching into the Aust General Base Depot the following day.
On 13 January, 1917 was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 
Sapper was sent to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium and working in the Berlin sector of the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).  Was taken on strength on with the company on January 27, 1917.

During June 1917 at Dranoutre, sections of the 1st Tunnelling Company were working on road repairing on forward roads.

Sapper was wounded in action on 20 June, 1917 suffering a slight gunshot wound to his chin and taken to the 108th Field Ambulance for treatment and discharged to duty. 

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company records the following for that day:



“Dranoutre, June 1917

20th
Road building, repairing & maintaining in forward areas.  3 men wounded.”
Base Records advised his mother on 3 July, 1917 of his wounding which was shared in the:


 His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:


Service continued without illness or injury and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his unform for serving twelve months abroad.  He was counted with his unit in an audit of the company on 17 July, 1918.

Leave was granted and taken from 10 September, 1918 re-joining on October 1.

When Peace was declared he was with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.  
Leave from France was again taken from 19 February to 5 March, 1919.

He went sick on 8 March, 1919 to the 2nd Aust Field Ambulance with a social disease and transferred to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station.  
Two days later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.19 to the 7th General Hospital then to the 39th General Hospital.  
Was invalided to England on 19 March entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford and discharged to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny on 3 November, 1919 after 241 days curative care for a social disease.

After demobilisation Sapper embarked for Australia on 18 December, 1919 on board H.T. Konigin Luise.  Base Records advised his mother on 16 January, 1920 that he was returning home.  This news was reported in the:

The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 7 February, 1920 with news of their arrival reported in the:
He was given a welcome home reception in Dudley and covered in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 23 March, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For serving his country Sapper 5868 Thomas Younger, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (60720) and the Victory Medal (58808).

He married in 1921 in Lambton, NSW to Rhoda Ann Broadbent.  Rhoda was the daughter of John Samual Whitley and Mary Ann (nee Lonsdale) Broadbent.
In 1932 the couple were living at Greta Street, Aberdare with his occupation as a miner and in 1935 were listed in Electoral Rolls at 73 Aberdare Street, Aberdare with the same occupation.  From 1937 to 1943 they were at Railway Street, Dudley.

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service record from Base Records which was sent on 28 August, 1952.

Thomas Younger, retired miner late of Dudley, passed away on 11 July, 1957 aged 62 years.  Cremation took place at Beresfield Crematorium and ashes placed on Drive Wall, section AF at niche no. 373 in Newcastle Memorial Park.

Mrs Rhoda Younger died at Dudley on 28 October 1978.  Cremation took place at Beresfield Crematorium and ashes placed on. Drive Wall, section AF at niche no. 374 in Newcastle Memorial Park.
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Tuesday June 6, 1916:


DUDLEY


A send-off and presentation was given on Friday to Privates J.G. Ward, D. Brown, T. Younger, T. Weir, D. Scott and J. Hubbuck, who enlisted from Dudley.  There was a large attendance of the public and Mr H. Wiseman, president of the Patriotic Association, presided.  Refreshments were supplied by the ladies of the Patriotic Association, after which the evening was spent in singing, recitations, and dancing.  During an interval the chairman, after an address in appropriate terms, presented each soldier with a wristlet watch, gifts from the citizens of Dudley.  Private J.G. Ward responded on behalf of the soldiers.  Dance music was supplied by Messrs W. Greener, H. Morgan and R. Gibson.  Mrs J. Geddes acted as M.C.  Before the gathering disappeared, Mr T. Howley, of Wickham, on behalf of himself and visiting friends, after thanking the members of the Patriotic Association for the manner in which they had been entertained, spoke feelingly of the action the soldiers had taken in enlisting, and wished them God-speed and a safe return.  The evening was brought to a close with the singing of “Auld Lang Syne.”


Enlistments from Dudley since the commencement of the war now total 63 which is a remarkable good record, considering the size of the place, and the residents are justly proud of the figure. 





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Tuesday July 10, 1917:


WOUNDED


SAPPER YOUNGER—Mrs Common, of John-street, Dudley, has been notified that her son, Sapper Thomas Younger, has been wounded.





Maitland Weekly Mercury Saturday July 21, 1917:


NEW SOUTH WALES – WOUNDED


Sapper T. Younger (Dudley)								Article abridged





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday January 17, 1920:


DUDLEY


Mrs E. Common, of Railway-street, Dudley, has been notified that her son, Sapper T. Younger, is returning to Australia by the troopship Konigin-Luise, due in Melbourne on the 31st instant.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday February 9, 1920:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – BY KONIGIN LUISE AND MATATUA


Two steamers arrived on Saturday with contingents of soldiers and their dependants—the Matatua and the Konigin Luise.


Owing to the temporary quarantining of the latter vessel, relatives and friends of those aboard were misled as to the time of arrival.  The announcement was made at the Anzac Buffet that the vessel was in quarantine, and that there was very little hope of her troops being disembarked that day.  Yet, by 2.50 p.m., all the troops had been disembarked, and had arrived at the Buffet, many of them failing to find friends they expected to meet there.


The Konigin Luise was a full ship, nearly six hundred members of the forces landing from her.  Of these, 120 were accompanied by their wives and in many cases children.  Colonel W.R. Ranking, D.S.O., M.C., was in command of the troops.									Article abridged





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Wednesday March 10, 1920:


DUDLEY


A public welcome home was tendered to Sapper T. Younger in the school of arts hall on Friday evening.  Mr S.W. Merritt, president of the Patriotic Association, who presided, gave a short account of the work that body had performed.  The gathering that evening would probably be the last welcome home, and he thanked the citizens for their assistance.  The Patriotic Association would continue its work in connection with the erection of a soldiers’ memorial, for which purpose a considerable sum was already in hand.  A musical programme was contributed.  During an interval in the programme Mrs W. Gibb, presented Sapper with an inscribed gold medal from the citizens as a mark of the appreciation of his services.  Mr H. Wiseman responded on behalf of Sapper Younger.  Refreshments were handed round by the ladies of the Patriotic Association, after which the evening was spent in dancing to music supplied by Messrs H. Morgan, W. Greener, R. Gibson and G. Cooper.  Mr J. Geddes was M.C. 








