SERGEANT JAMES YEATS

329 – 1st Tunnelling Company
James ‘Jim’ Yeats was born in Udny, Aberdeenshire Scotland about May, 1883 the son of George and Jane (nee Matthews) Yeats.  In 1891 the family were living at Cloyne Cottages, New Machar, Aberdeenshire and consisted of George (37) Jane (27), George (10), James (8), Jane (2), Isabella (1) and William (6mths).  By 1901 James (18) was working as a ploughman / servant in the Machie household in Yonderton, Aberdeenshire.   He came to Australia and was working as a miner.

On September 16, 1915 at thirty-three years of age he enlisted and passed the medical examination for active service abroad at the Rockhampton Recruiting Depot.  Forms of Attestation were completed giving particulars of his height at 170cms (5ft 7ins), weight 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins).  Complexion was fresh with hazel eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were five vaccination scars.  Religion was Presbyterian and his uncle Mr James Yeats of Foxeron and later of Davis Hill, Udny Station, Aberdeenshire, Scotland was nominated as his next-of-kin.  He took and signed the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Basic training began at Enoggera camp Brisbane, Qld and he commenced with the Mining Corps at their Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW on December, 31, 1916.  Assigned to the No. 1 Company in the rank of Sapper his regimental number was 329.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Sapper Yeats was transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company.

His promotion to the rank of 2nd Corporal was granted on January 1, 1917.  Moving up the ranks to Corporal was promoted on March 24 and the following month he attained the rank of Sergeant on April 29.

For his year of service on the front he was permitted to wear Blue Chevrons on his uniform.

On September 11, 1917 Base Records communicated with his brother William Yeates of the 19th Battalion who had nominated him as his next-of-kin.  With James Yeats on active service abroad as a member of the Tunnelling Company they desired to know who did he require future reports to go to.

Service continued without injury or sickness until February 24, 1918 when he proceeded on leave and rejoined his unit on March 11, 1918.  

He marched out on August 16, 1918 to attend the Aust. Infantry Corps School and returned to his unit on September 23, 1918.

When the Armistice was declared Sergeant Yeats was with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of bridges and roads in their area.

Leave was granted from December 31, 1918 until January 14, 1919 and he departed on December 26 and returned to France joining his unit on January 19, 1919.

The company was recalled on February 12 to return to the Aust General Base Depot to prepare for their departure to England.  They crossed the English Channel on February 24 and marched into the No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse the next day.

While in camp a Kit Inventory was taken on February 27 and he was issued with a singlet and his boots were returned unserviceable and reissued with another pair.  

He went before a Medical Board before embarkation on March 1, 1919 and found to have no disability and fit for general service agreeing with this decision.

On April 1, 1919 he was issued with a suit of Khaki Drill when at the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery Convalescent camp.  Fifteen days later he left the R.B.A.A. camp at Heytesbury for A.I.F. Headquarters in London for demobilisation and departure home.

The H.T. Boonah departed London on April 20, 1919 with Sergeant Yeats on board.  The men were transhipped possibly at the Suez to the Sardinia for the remainder of the voyage.  The vessel docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on June 8 and he disembarked in Sydney, NSW arriving in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on June 11, 1919.  

At the 6th Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane that day Jim was assessed medically and his Statement of Case say ‘no disability’ and ‘never sick or wounded.’  

Demobilisation and discharge were recommended.  On June 13 a dental check-up was made and further treatment was required.

Military Discharge on the termination of his period of enlistment was granted on July 29, 1919 in Brisbane, (1st M.D.)

The citizens of Blair Athol extended a welcome home which was reported in The Peak Downs Telegram on Saturday July 26, 1919:


Sergeant 329 James Yeats, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (12226) and the Victory Medal (12067) for his active service abroad.

On June 22, 1925 he married Alice Jane Davidson in Queensland.  It is possible he was granted land under the Soldier-Settler Scheme for their address was Ballandean, with the occupation of orchardist that year.  By 1936 they were at Broadwater, Stanthorpe, Qld and were still recorded on the same property as an orchardist up until 1954.

LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM YEATES French MM
734 – 18th & 19th Battalions 

William Yeates (Yeats) was born at New Machar, Aberdeenshire about 1891 and was a brother of James Yeats.  He came to Australia and was working as a Queensland miner in 1915.

He passed his medical examination for service abroad in Sydney on May 20, 1915 and was attested at Liverpool camp, NSW on May 24, 1915.  Particulars from his forms show he was 168cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighed 67.2kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-97cms (34-38ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes testing to good vision, and fair hair.  Religion was Presbyterian.  His brother James Yeats care of Post Office Blair Athol, via Clermont, Queensland and later changed to Rifle Range Enoggera then to 329 Mining Corps, Casula, NSW was named as next-of-kin.  He signed Declaration under the surname of Yeates.

Basic training began with ‘B Coy’ 19th Battalion and he embarked from Sydney, NSW on June 25, 1915 for the Gallipoli Peninsula.  On October 16, 1916 he went sick to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station with dysentery and transferred to the hospital from Anzac and went to Gibraltar.  He was sent to Plymouth on November and admitted to the 4th Southern General Hospital.

Came back to Alexandria on the troopship Kingsonian on March 5, 1916 and returned to duty at Moascar.  His Battalion left to join the B.E.F. and they disembarked at Marseilles on March 25, 1916.

On July 27, 1916 he was wounded in France with a gunshot wound over his right eye and evacuated to the West Hall V.A.D. hospital in Cheltenham.

Proceeded back to France on the S.S. Henrietta from Folkstone on November 5, 1916 and rejoined his Battalion on November 19.

On May 3, 1917 he was wounded in action for the second occasion receiving a gunshot wound to his jaw and leg.  The hospital ship Warilda evacuated him to England for treatment in a Military hospital.

Again on July 23, 1917 he proceeded to France and rejoined his Battalion on August 8.  In February 1918 leave to Paris was taken and returned then spent 49 days at Havre for treatment of a social disease.

He rejoined his Unit on April 27 and was promoted to Lance Corporal the following day.  

On September 30 he went on leave to the United Kingdom and soon after his return he was transferred to the 18th Battalion and taken on strength on October 11, 1918.

A Decoration of Medaille Militaire was conferred by the President of the French Republic relating to conspicuous services rendered by L/Corporal Yeates by his Commanding Officer the day he arrived for duty.

He remained with his Battalion after Peace was declared and they were recalled to Base on January 15, 1919 to prepare to return to England the next day arriving at Sutton Veny camp.

On February 7, 1919 he left for Codford to return home but did not embark.  On May 27, 1919 he departed Devonport on the H.T. Pio Padro for Sydney, NSW arriving on July 24, 1919.

Official notification of his decoration on July 1, 1919 stated notices had appeared in the London Gazette on January 29, 1919 and the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on May 23, 1919. 

His Statement of Case ‘A’ class was reviewed by the medical board at the D.M.B. Anzac Buffet on July 28, 1919 and found to have ‘no disabilities’ from his war service.  Discharge was recommended.

He was discharged on September 26, 1919 in Sydney, NSW on termination of his period of enlistment.

Added to his Republic of France Decoration L/Corporal 734 William Yeates, 19th and 18th Battalions also received the 1914/15 Star (19370), the British War Medal (15279) and the Victory Medal (15085) for serving his country.

In 1925 he was a miner working at Bowman, Qld and married in 1930 to Margaret Brighton and they were still residing at Bowman in 1943.

William Yeats (Yeates) passed away on about September 10, 1946 in Brisbane aged 55 years.  Funeral arrangements appeared in The Courier-Mail on Wednesday September 11, 1946:

His grave is located in portion 21 of the Toowong Cemetery in section 55 in grave number 18A.
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YEATS—The Funeral of the late William Yeats (dearly beloved husband of Margaret Yeats and beloved Brother of Jim Yeats of Stanthorpe), of Ogmore, N.C. Line, will leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 Adelaide Street, City, this (Wednesday) Morning at 11 o’clock for the Toowong Cemetery.
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Funeral Directors





BLAIR ATHOL


A very pleasant function took place in he Recreation Hall last week, the occasion being a welcome home to two returned soldiers, Sergeant Jim Yates and Private Bert Window.  Both lads have been at the front for a considerable period.  Private Window was a prisoner of war in Germany for sometime, and his experiences give a very good idea of what would have been our lot had the Hun been victorious.  Sergeant Yates was with the mining section and can relate some thrilling adventures and narrow escapes.  He took part in the work of blowing up Hill 60.  The welcome home took the form of a presentation of gold medals as an expression of appreciation of the people of Blair Athol, and a hearty welcome home was extended to the boys by several speakers representing the various public bodies in Blair Athol.








