SAPPER JOHN PATRICK WOOLLEY
6079 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Franklin, Tasmania was the birthplace of John Patrick Woolley on 3 October, 1864 the second eldest son of James (died 1900) and Mary (nee Curley died 1893) Woolley.  He married there on 2 October, 1889 to Margaret Elizabeth Darcy and they had three sons and four daughters and he was an orchardist.  He spent two years with the Franklin Rifle Club.
In 1910 the following was reported in the:
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The following year he went before the Franklin Police Court with proceedings as reported in the:
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He won in a fruit section at the Franklin Catholic Show with results published in the: 
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A week later was charged and fined in the Huonville Police Court for not maintaining his orchard as reported in the:
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He became insolvent early in 1914 with his case before the Court and announced in the:


At the recruiting depot at the Hobart barracks (6th Military District) on 25 August, 1916 the married forty-one-year-old orchardist applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination although his age was 52 years.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 71kgs (157lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-95cms (35½-37½ins) and had a fair complexion with fair sight in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Margaret Woolley of 58 Brisbane Street, Hobart and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their two dependent children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on 28 August at Claremont camp.  
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training followed until 29 September, 1916 when transferred to the Miners Reinforcement camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) and allotted to the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6079.  For the ‘voyage only’ he was appointed to be Acting Corporal.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  
Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 29 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.
Sapper was attached on 8 February, 1917 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were working in Belgium.

On 20 March, 1917 he suffered mine gas poisoning and was taken to the 4th London Field Ambulance and transferred to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station a day later.  
Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.20 to Hazebrouck then to Wimereux entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital on 8 April diagnosed with emphysema (slight).
Base Records advised his wife on 7 April, 1917 that information had been received that her husband was suffering from gas poisoning (slight).
His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:


Left Boulogne, France on 11 April on the hospital ship St David and admitted to the 1st London General Hospital, Camberwell with emphysema.  Was discharged to furlough on 5 June and marched in from Headquarters on June 12 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Woolley returned for discharge to Australia on 22 July, 1917 due to being gassed and overage (54 years) on board H.T. Nestor.   Base Records advised his wife on August 23 he was returning home.
The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 September, 1917 with news of their impending arrival reported in the:


The Tasmanian soldiers made the crossing from Melbourne to Burnie on the steamer Oonah on September 26 with news of their arrival published in the:


Disembarkation Medical Board assembled at the Base Hospital in Launceston for processing the soldiers.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 6 November, 1917 as medically unfit – disability gassed.  The British War Medal (6599) and the Victory Medal (6479) were issued to wear to Sapper 6979 John Patrick Woolley, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He was issued with a Military Pension a day later for the following:

Self
John P. Woolley granted 60 shillings from 7/11/17 per fortnight to 58 Brisbane Street, Hobart
Wife
Margaret 
   granted 30 shillings from 7/11/17 per fortnight to as above

Son
James

   granted 20 shillings from 7/11/17 per fortnight to as above

Day
Doris

   granted 15 shillings from 7/11/17 per fortnight to as above

Anglesea Barracks forwarded to Base Records on 7 November, 1917 his medical board proceedings plus dates of return and discharge.  Further information regarding the soldier was sent on 25 March, 1918.

He was employed as a cook at the Lake Hydro-Electric works in 1920 and identified a body drowned at Battery Point with the inquest published in the:


He was at the November meeting of the Sorell Council as reported in the:   


The Tasmanian branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service from Base Records which was prepared on 20 November, 1925.
John Patrick Woolley died suddenly at his home at Macquarie Plains on 28 July, 1929 aged 63 years.  Announcement was placed in the:

Interment took place in Red Hills Cemetery Bushy Park within area H1.

He has a Commonwealth War Grave.


His family placed the following in the Bereavement column of the:


His wife Margaret Woolley died about nine months later with arrangements appearing in the:


On the first anniversary of his death the following notices were placed in the Memorial column of the:


His name is commemorated on the Hobart Roll of Honour in the foyer of the council chambers.


© Donna Baldey 2024

www.tunnellers.net
Huon Times (Franklin) Saturday December 24, 1910:


A CHALLENGE MATCH


A chopping match for £5 a-side took place last Wednesday night at the rear of the Lady Franklin Hotel, between Vaughan Miller, a Royal Naval Reserve man, and W. Costello, of Franklin.  Long before the time appointed for starting a great crown assembled, the spacious yard not being large enough for the spectators present, who came from all parts of the district.


After chopping some little time Costello had the bad luck to snap his axe handle, thus leaving Miller to finish alone.  The official time for the chop, which was through a 15in. standing log, was 7 min, 30 sec, but other watches made it a trifle longer.  


Mr J.P. Woolley supplied the axes.							Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday December 27, 1911:


POLICE COURTS – FRANKLIN


At the Franklin Police Court on Saturday, before the Warden (Councillor D.E. Ryan), Sergeant Lonergan prosecuting:


John Patrick Woolley was charged with having used bad language in a public place at Franklin.  He pleaded guilty, and was fined £1.





Huon Times (Franklin) Wednesday May 8, 1912:


FRANKLIN – THE FRUIT EXHIBIT – LIST OF AWARDS


The assiduity with which the promoters of the Franklin Catholic Show, to which brief reference was made in these columns last issue, have worked for several weeks past, has resulted in a substantial sum being netted towards liquidation of the debt on the new presbytery. 


Cases (packed for export)—STP, J.P. Woolley 1,					Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Friday May 17, 1912:


HUONVILLE – CODLIN MOTH PROSECUTIONS


At the Huonville Police Court on Wednesday, before Mr W.O. Wise, P.M. the Huon Municipal Council proceeded against:


John Patrick Woolley, orchardist, Franklin, was charged by the same authority with having failed to pick infected fruit off the trees in his orchard, after repeated injunctions in that respect by Inspector T.H.W. Carey.  Defendant did not appear, and the case was heard ex parte.  Mr A.J. Frankcomb again represented the council.  The evidence of the inspector went to show that Woolley had persistently disregarded his instructions to denude his trees of moth-infected fruit.  The defendant, it was pointed out, had practically rendered himself liable to proceedings under three counts—in the first place for not picking infected fruit off the trees, in the second for not gather it off the ground, and in the third for not effectually destroying it—while the fact that defendant’s orchards made the offence all the more serious.


Contd.





continues


Mr Wise, remarking that the circumstances were among the worst that he had come across in connection with offences under the Act, fined Woolley £1, with costs also ordering him to pay 8s 4d, inspector’s expenses, and half a guinea, counsel’s fee.





North West Post Tuesday February 19, 1914:


 NEW INSOLVENT


The following insolvency [blurred) was held in Court yesterday: John Patrick Woolley, orchardist, of Franklin [blurred] not stated.





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday March 17, 1914:


JUDICIAL AND LAW NOTICES


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TASMANIA – IN BANKRUPTCY


IN THE MATTER of a Special Resolution for Liquidation by Arrangement for the affairs of John Patrick Woolley, of Franklin, in Tasmania, Orchardist.


THIS IS TO CERTIFY that ERNEST TASMAN TINNING, of Hobart, in Tasmania, Official Assignee, has been appointed and is hereby declared to be Trustee under this Liquidation by Arrangement.


Dated this Twelfth Day of March, 1914.


									(Sgd.) HECTOR ROSS, Registrar.





John Patrick Woolley


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Trees submitted by Thomas Fox 2/6/2004





Examiner Thursday August 31, 1916:


THE CALL TO ARMS – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men (16) entered Claremont Camp on Friday, Saturday and Monday: Privates—J.P. Woolley.                                               Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Saturday April 21, 1917:


WOUNDED


Spr. J.P. Woolley, Hobart (gas).							Article abridged





Bendigo Independent Monday September 24, 1917: 


SICK AND WOUNDED


At 10 o’clock this morning 1343 sick and wounded soldiers will disembark at Port Melbourne.  There are 492 for Victoria, 225 for Queensland, 577 for New South Wales and 49 for Tasmania.  Some men disembarked at Fremantle.





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Thursday September 27, 1917:


FROM THE FRONT – FORTY-SEVEN SOLDIERS RETURN – AN ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME  


CROWDS AT EVERY STATION


A party of forty-seven returned soldiers and one nurse arrived at Burnie on the Oonah yesterday morning.  


At the Burnie wharf the men were given a rousing welcome.  A great crowd was assembled, and as the vessel swung to her moorings the band played “Home, Sweet Home.”  Addresses were given by Warden (Councillor O.G. Norton), Captain Piercey and Lieutenant Hare.  Without delay the men were driven to the Central and Caledonian Hotels and there entertained at breakfast by the Red Cross Society.   At the railway station a large number assembled and the band played lively airs.  Before the men left, they were given cigarettes, sweets, cakes, etc.  


At every station en route people gathered to welcome the soldiers back to Tasmania.  At Penguin an enthusiastic crowd cheered the party, and at Ulverstone refreshment of all kinds were distributed.  At Devonport a band was in attendance and speeches were delivered by prominent people.   Here again gifts were distributed and cake and coffee provided by the Red Cross Society.  More refreshments were available at Deloraine, while at Westbury the drum and fife band played as the train came in and went out.


Contd.





continues


At the Launceston station a crowd of several hundred people assembled and a “volunteer” band played.  The men were welcomed by the Mayor (Alderman W. Coogan), Brigade-Major Harris, Mr H. Weedon, Lieutenant Lacey and Mrs Parker.  Amidst loud and prolonged cheering the men were conducted to the motor cars and driven to the Base Hospital, via Tamar, Cameron, George, Brisbane and Charles-streets.


SOUTHERNERS


Sapper John Patrick Woolley, gassed.							Article abridged








Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday February 4, 1920:


BATTERY POINT DROWNING CASE


An inquest on the body of Jeremiah Hampton, aged 44, found in the water near to Purdon’s ship, Battery Point, on Sunday morning, was opened before the Coroner, Mr Thomas Bennison, J.P., at the City Police Court.  Formal evidence of identification was given by Senior-Constable Cooper and by John Patrick Woolley.  The last-named witness, employed as cook at the Great Lake Hydro-Electric works, where the deceased had also been working, stated that in his opinion the latter was in full possession of his mental faculties, and had shown no evidence of a suicidal tendency.  The inquest adjourned until Tuesday next.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday November 23, 1921:


MUNICIPAL COUNCILS – SORELL


At the November meeting of the Sorell Council there were present Councillors A.H. Reardon (Warden) W.F. Read, A. Duncombe, R. Grant, M. Thorne, W. Hodgson, V. Walker, F.W. McDermott, J.P. Woolley and G. Long.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday July 31, 1929:


DEATHS


WOOLLEY—On July 28, 1929 (suddenly) at his late residence, Cloverlea, Bushy Park, John Patrick, beloved husband of Margaret Woolley, and second eldest son of the late James and Mary Woolley, of Franklin, in the 63rd year of his age.  Leaving a wife, three sons and four daughters to mourn their sad loss. R.I.P.  Late of A.I.F.





His Commonwealth War Grave in Red Hills Cemetery, Bushy Park, Tas


Photo sourced from Dept of Veterans’ Affairs 





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday August 24, 1929:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mrs J.P. Woolley and family, of Cloverly, Bush Point desire to thank all kind friends and relatives for letters, cards, telegrams and floral tributes and personal expressions of sympathy in their recent sad bereavement for the loss of their dear husband and father.  Will all please accept this notice as a personal expression of their deepest gratitude.  R.I.P.





Mercury (Hobart) Monday June 30, 1930:


FUNERAL NOTICES


WOOLLEY—Interment of the late Mrs Margaret Woolley, of 10 Forest Road, Hobart, will take place at Red Hills Cemetery, Bushy Park, on Monday (This Day), at 2.15 p.m.  Friends respectfully invited to attend.


H.C. MILLINGTON PTY LTD





Mercury (Hobart) Monday July 28, 1930:


IN MEMORIAM


WOOLLEY—In loving memory of our dear father, John Patrick Woolley, who departed this life on July 28, 1929.


	Sweet in the word remembrance,


	  And there few lines will show


	That you will be remembered


	  As the year may come and go.


Inserted by his living son, Roy, daughter-in-law, Doll; and grandchildren.


WOOLLEY—In sand and loving memory of our dear father, John Patrick Woolley, late of A.I.F., who passed peacefully away on July 28, 1929.


	Short and sudden was the call,


	  His sudden death was a shock to us all;


	God took him home, it was His will,


	  Forget him, no, we never will.


Inserted by his loving daughter, Dolly and son-in-law Cyril.


											Cont’d





Continues:


WOOLLEY—In loving memory of our dear father and grandfather, John Woolley, who departed this life July 28, 1929, at Bushy Park.


	Just a sad and sweet remembrance,


	  Just a token fond and true,


	Just a memory of affection,


	 To show, dear dad, we think of you.


Inserted by his loving daughter and son-on-law, A. and C. Griggs, and grandchildren, Exeter, West Tamar.





Hobart Roll of Honour Board, Town Hall, Hobart, Tas


Photo sourced from Memorials Australia submitted by Evan Evans








