SAPPER PERCY GUY WOOD
1211 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Born a British Subject abroad in Cairo, Egypt in 1893 Percy Guy Wood was the son of Rev. Percy George and Evelyn Maud (nee Christmas) Wood.  In 1901 Percy (7) and his brother Cecil (3) were at Mythven Lodge, Shrewsbury with head of the household Benjamin Newport (38) commercial traveller, wife Katherine (37) and their son Benjamin F. (5) with Gertrude May Christmas (37) sister-in-law and Fanny  Poole (16) general servant.
A decade later in 1911 his family were living at 25 Beatrice Street, Norbury, London with citizens of the household being Percy George Wood (50) curate (clergyman of Established Church), Evelyn Maud (45), Percy (17) bank clerk with Anglo Foreign Bank and Cecil Evelyn (13) school boy.
Percy Wood came to Western Australia where his address in 1915 was care of the G.P.O., Perth. 

At the Perth recruiting depot on 7 October, 1915 the twenty-two year old single student teacher applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken describe him as 190cms (6ft 3ins) tall, weighing 75.4kgs (166lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

The following day Attestation forms were completed adding further information of a fresh complexion with grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Religion was Church of England and nominated his father Percy George Wood of 55 Dukes Avenue, Chiswick, London as his next-of-kin.  He was sworn in the same day under the “Oath of Enlistment.’
Basic training commenced a day later with the 32nd Depot Battalion as a Private until 1 November when allotted to the staff at the Clearing Hospital, Aust Medical Corps.  On November 16 was moved to the Sanitary Section and returned to the Clearing Hospital on 8 December, 1915.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 with Private Wood as an A.M.C. member attached at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:
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On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Private Wood was assigned the regimental number 1211 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training while Sapper Wood was placed at Company Headquarters with the A.M.C.
On 23 November he went sick to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer suffering from German measles remaining a patient until discharged on 4 December, 1916 to Details commencing the next day.

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 18 December, 1916.

The following extract was a Headquarters list recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:

“10/3/17

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS – OTHER RANKS
A.M.C.


1911 Wood, P.G.



SAPPER”
While in the field the following took place:


Crime:

(1) Improperly Dressed (2) in that he was out of bounds w/o a pass 2 June, 1917


Award:

(1) Forfeits 2 day’s pay (2) forfeits 4 day’s pay

Total forfeiture:
4 day’s pay by Officer Commanding
On leave in England he reported sick with Bronchitis on 1 November, 1917 and rejoined his Company on 11 November.  The following details were deleted by London on his records but still recorded on his medical sheet.  “1/11/17 admitted to Caterham Military Hospital Bronchitis Otexe (on leave from France)”. 
The current address of his father was forwarded to Base Records and entered on the Index cards on November 20, 1917.
Miss Lilly Shea of Nurses Home, Pacific Street, Newcastle, NSW wrote to Base Records after having seen in the local newspaper of Private Wood, who enlisted in Western Australia, being killed in action.  She was anxious to know if it was the same person or if they had any records of the above soldier.  Base Records replied on 17 January, 1918 informing her that no recent report of casualty had been received in connection with this soldier.  The latest information to hand he had rejoined his unit from hospital on 5/12/16.  The name P.G. Wood, which appeared in the press having been killed in action evidently referred to some other soldier.  The address for correspondence with him was also given. 

His service continued without incident and was issued on February 20, 1918 with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.  In an audit of the company on 1 October, 1918 was noted to still be a serving member.

Proceeded on leave to England on 6 November, 1918 and while there Peace was declared and returned to his unit on November 23.  The Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by defusing booby traps from roads and bridges left by the enemy.

Sapper wished to be discharged in England and on 19 January, 1919 underwent a medical examination that certified there was no medical objection of the man.  At the A.I.F. Corps Central School on 4 February, 1919 he stated the following reason for the application:

“My only brother, having been killed at the War, it is necessary that I should remain in England


as a support to my parents who reside in London.


If compelled to return to Australia it would cause me considerable expense as I should have to


return to England.”
The Commanding Officer recommended the application for the reason set out by the applicant.
On February 28, 1919 at Phallintin (?), France he was medically examined with his description at the time of the report stating 176cms (6ft 2½ins), chest expansion 102-107cms (40-42ins), weighing 80.4kgs (177lbs) with distinctive marks of 2 vaccination scars and a small mole on the right side of his abdomen.  
No disability and present condition was excellent.  Classified ‘A’ fit for general service and approved 19 March, 1919. 
Further details were added to the preliminary application on 17 February and by 26 March all criteria had been met and had no dependents in Australia.  This was approved on 27 March, 1919.
Orders were received on 10 March, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and left from Havre on March 17 crossing the English Channel to England marching in to the 2nd Training Brigade camp in Codford a day later.

Tidworth H.Q on 1 April, 1919 advised him to report to Headquarters on 8 April.  He marched in on April 10 from No. 3 Group camp at Codford to Headquarters in London on 15 April, 1919.

After three years and 191 days in the A.I.F. Sapper was discharged in consequence of being demobilised with effect from 16 April, 1919 in London.  His intended place of residence was to be 25 Beatrice Road, Norbury, London.  All active and deferred pay amounting to £47 Stirling had been signed for and was issued with his parchment Discharge Certificate (B209).  He was entitled to 4 Blue Chevrons but no silver War Badge.

The following year in the Church of St Michael, Stonebridge, Willesden, Middlesex on 24 July, 1920 Percy Guy Wood (26) was married by Banns to Marjorie Whitlock Brown (22) the daughter of John Alfred Brown.

Sapper 1211 Percy Guy Wood, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (635) and the Victory War Medal (635) which was inscribed and issued from Australia House.  

Percy Guy Wood died on July 7, 1958 at about 65 years in Gordon Hospital, 126 Vauxhall Bridge Road, Westmark, and late of 16 Chestnut Grove, Sudbury,  England.  Probate was granted to Margery Whitlock Wood, widow, effects of £6726.0s.0d.

His brother also served.
PRIVATE CECIL EVELYN WOOD

7651 – Honourable Artillery Company
Cecil Evelyn Wood was born in January, 1898 in Reading, Berkshire, England the son of Rev. Percy George and Evelyn Maud (nee Christmas) Wood.  

At eighteen years of age he enlisted for active service on 1 December, 1916 and his application was officially completed on 8 December.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 187cms (6ft 1½ins) tall with a chest expansion of 91-97cms (36-38ins) Distinctive mark was a red birthmark on his left cheek.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Percy G. Wood of 54 Beatrice Avenue, Norbury, London.

He was allotted to the Honourable Artillery Company in the rank of Private with the service no. 7651 and proceeded to France on December 10 to reinforce the 2nd Battalion of the Company.

The company saw active service during the Battle of Arras which was fought between 9 April and 16 May, 1917.

Private Cecil E. Wood was killed in action on 3 May, 1917 aged 19 years.  He has no known grave.  His name is commemorated on the memorial wall in bay 1 of the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

LEST WE FORGET

© Donna Baldey 2018

www.tunnellers.net
No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….P.G. Wood	          
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