SAPPER LIONEL JOHN WOLFE
1213 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Lionel John Wolfe was born on 19 October, 1888 in Gillingham, Kent, England the son of John and Elizabeth Savage (nee Parkinson) Wolfe.  In 1891 the family were living at 136 Lower Park Road, Peckham, Camberwell, London and consisted of Elizabeth S (28), Daisy (9) and Lionel J. (2).  Two years later they were residents at 33 Prince Street when Lionel, aged 4 years, was enrolled in the Grove Street, School.
He later came to Tasmania, Australia and married in 1913 to Leah Gladys Lubdey.  In 1914 was working as a miner at Queenstown.

At the recruiting depot in Queenstown on 8 November, 1915 the married twenty-seven-year-old miner from South Queenstown applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 88cms (34½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed on 15 November, 1915 at Ross camp and describe him further weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a fair complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were scars on base of left thumb and fingers and tattoos on his left arm of a heart and letters L B.  Next-of-kin nominated was his was his wife Mrs Leah Glads Wolfe of Queenstown, Tas and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

He was allotted to the Mining Corps with news of their movement from Ross to Claremont camp reported in the:
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On 16 December, 1915 was allotted to No. 3 Company of the Corps and the recruits were transferred to Casual camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to join other volunteers to train as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1213.
Sapper was prosecuted in the Central Police Court for the following:
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At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 
Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 18 December, 1916.  

His service continued until 18 July, 1917 when he went sick to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station with Broncho-pneumonia and was transferred by barge on July 24 to the 35th General Hospital at Calais two days later.  Was invalided to England on 30 July on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick entering the City of London Hospital in Clapton with bronchitis.  On 2 August was transferred Bermondsey Military Hospital remaining until 1 September when moved to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.  Was discharged eight days later to the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
Base Records advised his wife on 14 August, 1917 that it was reported her husband was admitted to hospital in England.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:
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Sapper Wolfe embarked for a change to Australia due to TB of the lung on 26 September, 1917 on board H.T. Borda.  
His return was recorded in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company as follows:
“On 13.10.17 the following men were detailed to return to Australia:




1213    Spr Wolfe, L.J.”
Base Records notified his wife on 7 November that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 November, 1917 with news of their impending arrival reported in the: 


The soldiers re-embarked for Tasmania on November 24 by steamer.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 3 January, 1918 as medically unfit.

The 6th Military District advised Base Records on 5 January, 1918 the soldier had returned to Australia and discharged also forwarding Medical Board proceedings to them.
He was a part of the Soldier Settlement Scheme leasing a property as reported in the:


For serving his country Sapper 1213 Lionel John Wolfe, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (3371) and the Victory Medal (3369).
The couple were living at Leslie from 1919 to 1922 with his occupation as a farmer.

He entered poultry in the Exhibition held in Hobart with results published in the:


Tragedy for the family with the incident reported in the:



His lease was surrendered a few months later as advertised in the:

The family returned to Queenstown living at Conlan Street and he worked as a labourer as listed in the Electoral Rolls from 1928 where they remained.

The South Australian branch of the Repatriation Commission returned service documents to Base Records on 10 September, 1930 along with other documents for another soldier from the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

Snippets about his family appeared in the:


The Tasmanian branch of the Repatriation Commission requested service documents from Base Records which were forwarded on 17 March, 1941.
He was a juror at an inquiry into the Lyell Explosion fatalities in 1944 with the proceedings published in the:

Lionel John Wolfe passed away on 15 May, 1948 aged 67 years at home in Queenstown.  Announcement of his demise was placed in the:

His family placed the following notice of thanks in the:


Interment took place within section 172 of the Queenstown Cemetery in grave no. 1.  He has a Commonwealth War Grave;


Mrs Leah Wolfe died in 1968 and burial took place in grave 13 in section V3 of Queenstown cemetery.


His service is commemorated in the Launceston Garden of Remembrance, Carr Villa on Wall 3, Row A.  

It reads:


Service is also commemorated on the Roll of Honour, Hobart, at City Hall foyer.
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Examiner Thursday December 9, 1915


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: L.J. Wolfe,								Article abridged





Singleton Argus Saturday February 19, 1916:


OBNOXIOUS BEHAVIOUR


(By Telegraph)


Sydney, Friday


Lionel John Wolfe, was fined £2 at the Central Police Court for using insulting words to George Bright Bowaithes who had taken him in charge at the Central Railway Station for obnoxious behaviour.





North-Eastern Advertiser (Scottsdale) Tuesday September 4, 1917:


TASMANIA’S ROLL OF HONOUR – HOSPITAL CASES


The addresses given are those of next-of-kin:


ILL: Spr. Lionel John Wolfe (Queenstown)						Article abridged





Argus Wednesday November 21, 1917:





Another large batch of returned soldiers will land to-day (Wednesday) at 2 p.m. and the motorists who can make their cars available are desired by the R.A.C.V. to meet at the new pier, Port Melbourne at that hour.  As some 1200 men including invalids will disembark it will be seen that a very large number of cars is required. 





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday May 13, 1919:


SOLDIER SETTLEMENTS


At the meeting of the Kingsborough Council yesterday a letter was received from the Closer Settlement Board stating that the following properties had been purchased in the municipality for the settlement of returned soldiers to date.


Lease L.J. Wolfe; 125 acres, Kettering							Article abridged





Mercury Thursday August 2, 1923:


HOBART POULTRY CLUB – 14TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION – RECORD NUMBER OF ENTRIES


The 14th annual exhibition of the Hobart Poultry Club was opened in the City-hall yesterday.


Minorcas—Cock, R.J. Morley 1, L.J. Wolfe 2.  Hen: L.R. Hewitt, R.J. Morley 2, L.J. Wolfe 3.  Cockerel, W.F. Prelyman 1, L.J. Wolfe 2.								    Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday April 24, 1928:


QUEENSTOWN TRAGEDY – SHOOTING OF A BOY CARRYING LOADED FIREARMS IN STREET – CORONERS COMMENT


The coroner (Mr W.C. Rice) held an inquest in the Queenstown courthouse yesterday afternoon as to the cause of the death of the boy Harry Wolfe, aged 7 years, who was the victim of a shooting tragedy on the Lynchford Road on Sunday afternoon.


Evidence was given by the father of the deceased (Lionel John Wolfe), his two uncles (Max and Hurley Lubdey), Dr Mitchell, Sergeant Canning and Ernest Maxfield.


From the evidence it was found that deceased and his brother were engaged in conversation, when Max and Hurley Lubdey, who had been shooting, came along with their guns loaded.  Max Lubdey laid his gun on the footboard of a milk cart, while Hurley Ludbey held his in his hand, and was facing the muzzle of the gun on the cart.   Hurley Lubdey had only moved a few inches when the gun went off, missing him, but striking deceased in his face, blowing it away.  He was only about a yard away at the time.


Contd.





Continues:


The coroner, in returning a verdict of accidental death, express sympathy with the relatives of the deceased, and at the same time condemned the practice of carrying loaded firearms through the streets or roads so closed to a town.  Some penalty should be imposed on persons who carry on this dangerous practise.





Mercury Thursday July 3, 1924:


THE RETURNED SOLDIERS CLOSER SETTLEMENT DEPARTMENT


									Public Buildings


									Pavey-street, Hobart


APPLICATIONS are invited on and up to the 17th inst. for the purchase or lease of the following properties:


   37 acres, Longley, formerly leased to L.J. Wolfe.





Mercury Saturday April 3, 1937:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Mr and Mrs L.J. Wolfe and child are spending a holiday in Hobart.





Mercury Thursday June 3, 1937;


POLICE COURT NEWS – YOUTH FINED FOR THEFT OF VEGATABLES


In the Queenstown Police Court on Tuesday before Messrs H.G. Faull and W. Walker, J’s.P., Inspector T.A. Canning prosecuting.


Lionel Albert Wolfe (17), of Conlan-street. Was charged with having on May 2, at Lynch’s Creek, stolen vegetables valued at £2, the property of Charles Gillespie.  He pleaded not guilty.


Lionel John Wolfe, father of defendant, said his son had brought home only a few vegetables and their quality seemed to indicate they had been self-sown.


Wolfe was found guilty, and fined 10s, with 12s costs.  He was ordered to make restitution of 10s.





Advocate Saturday July 19, 1941:


WEST COAST NEWS AND VIEWS – INCREASED ROAD RATE APPROVED


A complain regarding water from Anzac Park flooding his property was received from Mr L.J. Wolfe.  Referred to works committee.								Article abridged





Advocate (burnie) Tuesday August 15, 1944:


THE WEST COAST – LYELL EXPLOSION – EXISTENCE OF CHARGE SUSPECTED


Evidence that one of the victims of the double mining fatality at West Lyell on Sunday morning suspected the existence of an unfired charge in the area in which he was working was given when an inquiry was opened at Queenstown yesterday into the death of Albert Edward Askew (29) and Willian Henry Pearton (19).


The Coroner was Mr L.G. Miers and the following jury was empanelled: Lionel John Wolfe     Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Monday May 17, 1948:


DEATHS


WOLFE—On May 15, 1948, at his late residence South Queenstown, after a long illness Lionel John, dearly beloved husband of Leah Gladys Wolfe, aged 57 years.  At rest.





Mercury Monday June 21, 1948:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mrs L.J. Wolfe and family, Conlan St., Queenstown, wish to thank all friends and relatives for cards and floral tributes in their recent sad bereavement, especially thanking Mrs Vanderluys.  Will all please accept their sincere thanks.





His War Grave plaque in Queenstown Cemetery, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave submitted by Jessie Henderson





Plaque of Leah Wolfe in Queenstown Cemetery, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Jessie Henderson





A.I.F.


1213 Sapper


L.J. Wolfe


3rd Tunnelling Company


15-5-1948





Hobart Roll of Honour, City Hall, Hobart, Tas


Photo sourced from Memorial Aust website contributed by Evan Evans








