SAPPER / PRIVATE OTTO WINTER
1434 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 50th Battalion
Finland was part of the Russian Empire from 1721 to 1917 therefore has close ties to Estonia, Sweden and Russia.  Its capital is Helsinki (Finnish) but also known as Helsingfors (Swedish) and Gelsingfors (Russian) began as a trading town on the tip of a peninsula surrounded by 315 islands and referred to as the “Daughter of the Baltic” and a gateway to and from Finland.
Otto Rafael Winter stated he was born in Helsingfors, Finland, Russia on 27 July, 1882 the son of Otto Edvard and Hedvik (Karoline) (nee Winblad) Winter.  He became a seaman and by twenty-one years of age had worked on ships that travelled the world.  It is likely he first saw Australia in June, 1904 on the Tomoana and returned a year later working as a trimmer on the coastal shipping routes between capital cities on the Star of New Zealand.  
On 24 August, 1909 the twenty-seven year old unmarried seaman applied for Naturalization to the Police Magistrate while residing at 52 Princes Street, Sydney and took the Oath of Allegiance.  He said he arrived from London on 5 February, 1907 on board the Star of New Zealand disembarking in Brisbane, Queensland where he stayed for four months and had been residing in Sydney, New South Wales for two years and seven months.  His Certificate of Naturalization (8023) was issued on 24 September, 1909 and receipted by him four days later.
The seaman continued to work on the coastal routes [list at end of profile] when he married in 1915 in Woodville and registered in Port Adelaide, South Australia to Irene Daly.  His last voyage ended on 26 January, 1916 in Sydney, NSW.

A few days later at the recruiting depot in Sydney on 31 January, 1916 the thirty-one year old married fireman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall, weighing 50.4kgs (111lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-87cms (31½-34ins) and his complexion was fresh with grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were tattoos on his right forearm of a girl, American flag, clasped hands with flag and on his left was a basket of flowers and the Australian Coat of Arms on his chest.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Irene Winter of King William Street, Rosewater, Port Adelaide, S.A. and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  Her address was changed to 154 Brighton Street, South Richmond before he embarked and later reverted to the Rosewater address. 
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He reported to Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW and signed and took the Oath of Enlistment on February 4 and allotted to “C Coy” Depot Battalion for basic training until 12 February, 1916.  Two days later was appointed to the 1st Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1434.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 13 May, 1916 Sapper was transferred from the 1st Reinforcements to the No. 1 Company at Hazebrouck.

Sapper was injured on 28 November, 1916 suffering a right inguinal hernia and taken to the 6th London Field Ambulance on 5 December.

A report was made by the Officer Commanding the 1st Tunnelling Company, Major J. Douglas Henry:


Right Inguinal Hernia. Serious nature, probably will interfere with efficiency as a soldier.

He claims was in performance of military duty.

Injury occurred night of 28/11/16 in the trenches while on carrying party.


Soldier not to blame.

He went to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 5 December and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.4 from the 8th Stationary Hospital three days later and admitted to the 20th General Hospital at Etaples on December 12.  He was invalided from Calais to England on the hospital ship Brighton entering the Colchester Military Hospital on December 18, 1916 for treatment of right inguinal hernia.

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 24 December, 1916.

Base Records regretfully advised his wife care of her mother Mrs Daly at King William Street, Rosewater, S.A. on 8 January, 1917 that he had been admitted to Colchester Military Hospital on 18/12/16 suffering from right inguinal hernia.
On 24 January, 1917 was transferred from the Eastoff Hospital, Ipswich to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and on February 7 discharged to furlough and report to Perham Downs’ camp on February 22.  Marching in as ordered he appeared before the medical board and classed with B1a debility on February 20 then moved to the No. 4 Command Depot at Wareham three days later.

A copy of his service was made on 24 April, 1917 for War Pensions at the A.A.C.P., The Treasury, Melbourne.

His name was listed among those casualties appearing in the:
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Sapper proceeded overseas from Nos 4 and 5 Aust Details Camps leaving from Folkstone on 9 May, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the next day and rejoined his unit on May 17.  Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
On March 13, 1918 he was wounded in action from a gas shell attack and admitted to the 8th Aust Field Ambulance suffering gas poisoning.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following on the attack:

Monmouthshire Camp









  

13th March, 1918.

To O.C. No 2 Section

   1st Aust. Tun Coy, A.E.

With respect to the gassing of men of Nos 1 & 2 Sections at Kit Kat Dugouts last night I beg to report as follows:  At about 5.30 p.m. several shells, which failed to explode fell about 100 yards s.w. of the Dugouts, a small cloud of white smoke or vapour proceeded from them and they may have been gas shells, though no sign of gas as noted.  

  Shortly before 6 p.m. the enemy started shelling the Dugouts and dump with, I should judge 6 in H.E. Shells, this lasted until 7.15 p.m., shells falling at intervals of three to seven minutes. Subsequently a few shells fell in the vicinity at long intervals.

   At 1 a.m. the next morning I was in “B” Gallery and it was reported to me that gas shells were falling near the Dugout.  I immediately got all hands to get their gas helmets and to wear them at the alert.  One shell went through a corner of the kitchen and a number of others fell close by these evidently being small explosive gas shells, making a crater of about three feet in diameter.  At the stairway used as entrance in the adjoining gallery there was a slight mustard smell which did not affect the eyes or nose in any way.  I went to bed at 3.30 a.m. and was called at 5.30 a.m.  The first complaint I heard of any ill effects was from Sappers Lawson & Hickey, cooks at 6 a.m., who complained of sickness and pains in the eyes.  I at [once] went, sent them to Westhoek Dressing Station and instructed the N.C.O’s to get the names of all who were suffering from the affects of gas.  This resulted in my sending 8 more men to the dressing station shortly after 7 a.m.  I thought it advisable to send off all men of No 2 Section to Bavaria House as there was still a smell of gas on top and in parts of the Dugout.

   Some were feeling sick and others developed sickness, and soreness of the eyes on the road back to camp.  Personally although I was all thought the Dugouts and also on the surface at 3.30 a.m. I felt no ill affects whatever until reaching the Motor Lorries at Bavaria House, when my eyes started to get sore.  The two men of No 2 Section and 8 men of No 1 Section sent to Westhoek D.S. came across to the Dugouts and advised the sprinkling of bleaching powder over the shell holes, and offered to supply Mr Hill (who relieved me) with a quantity of it for this purpose.









(sgd) J.H. BATE    Lieut.









No 2 Section 1st Aust Tunn Coy. A.E.

One Officer 3 N.C.O.’s and 40 Other Ranks were evacuated from our Headquarters Camp:

1434
Spr.
Winter O.”
He was moved on 20 March, 1918 to the 11th Casualty Clearing Station and three days later conveyed to Boulogne on Ambulance Train no.24 entering the 53rd General Hospital.  On March 30 moved to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Boulogne progressing to the 10th Convalescent Depot in Ecault on April 1, 1918.  
His name was mentioned in the In Memoriam column of the:

Mrs I. Winter was advised by Base Records on April 2, 1918 that he had been reported wounded suffering the effects of gas.  Also included for correspondence was his postal address.

In the Casualty List his name was among those published in the:

Five days later was discharged to the Rest Camp for three days and returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on April 9 and rejoined his unit on 18 April, 1918.
The Unit Diary of the Company records him at the Musketry School from about June 9, 1918 with his results as follows: 

Sapper was wounded in action (2nd Occasion) on 19 July, 1918 (slight) and remained on duty.
The Unit Diary recorded the following on the incident while the Company was at: 
“L’Ecole Communale de Filles, Boulevard de Chateaudun, Amiens.  Hospice St Victor, Rivery 
(suburb of ST AMIENS)

July, 1918

19th
Spr Winter, O. Slightly wounded”

Base Records notified his wife on 31 July, 1918 that he had been wounded slightly – 2nd Occasion and remained on duty.  His postal address was included for correspondence.

He marched out on 25 August, 1918 to the Aust General Base Depot for posting to the Infantry.  
He left the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Rouelles on August 31, 1918 and was transferred to the 50th Battalion on 10 September, 1918 and taken on strength.
When Peace was declared he was with this unit and the Battalions remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area.

Private Winter marched out on 29 January, 1919 for repatriation to England and returned to the A.G.B.D. at Havre on 10 February, 1919 and they crossed the English Channel arriving at the 3rd Training Brigade Depot at Weymouth the following day.  On 11 April, 1919 he was admitted from the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott to No. 2 Group Clearing Hospital with an injury to his right ankle and was discharged on April 21, 1919.  He was due to have embarked on the transport Commonwealth.
Private Winter embarked for Australia on 12 May, 1919 on board the H.T. Port Napier.   Base Records advised his wife on 1 June that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 28 June, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 2 August, 1918 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (10120) and the Victory Medal (10055) were issued to Sapper / Private 1434 Otto Winter, 1st Tunnelling Company / 50th Battalion for serving his country.
The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records and a Statement was prepared on 12 March, 1925 and sent to them.  Other requests saw further documents sent on 30 August, 1927 and 11 October, 1929.

He re-enlisted with the Australian Army during World War II under the name of Otto George Winter from his residence in Thebarton at Adelaide, SA on 5 April, 1942 stating his date of birth as 27/7/1884 and deleting several birthdays to give his age as 57 years.  Next-of-kin was his wife Irene Winter.  Private S67409 Winter was discharged on 10 October, 1945 from the 1st Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps. 
His wife died on 26 August, 1954 with burial in the Centennial Park Cemetery.  Family arrangements were placed in the:


Otto Rafael Winter passed away on 31 August, 1961 aged 79 years at Springbank Military Hospital.  Interment took place in the Acacia A portion of Centennial Park Cemetery within Path AY in gravesite 737A on 2 September, 1961 with his wife.
His service is commemorated in the South Australian Garden of Remembrance at Centennial Park on Wall 24 Row B.
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Footnote:

Shipping Records available of the arrivals into Australian ports for O. Winter from 1904-1916 are as follows:

	Date Arrived
	Ship
	Origin
	Age
	From-To
	Occupation

	10-Jun-04
	Tomoana
	Sweden
	21
	New York-via Melbourne, Sydney
	Trimmer

	03-Sep-05
	Star of NZ
	Gothenburg
	22
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Trimmer

	12-Oct-05
	Star of NZ
	Gothenburg
	22
	Brisbane-Sydney
	Trimmer

	12-May-06
	Star of NZ
	Gothenburg
	23
	Brisbane-Sydney
	Trimmer

	03-Feb-07
	Star of NZ
	Gothenburg
	23
	London-Sydney
	Trimmer

	19-Apr-08
	Kadina
	Sweden
	26
	Port Pirie-Sydney
	Fireman

	16-Jun-08
	Aorangi
	Sweden
	25
	Vancouver-Sydney
	Trimmer

	23-Oct-08
	Kadina
	Sweden
	25
	Mackay-Cairns
	Fireman

	03-Nov-08
	Kadina
	Sweden
	25
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	26-Jan-09
	Kadina
	Sweden
	26
	Port Pirie-Sydney
	Fireman

	22-Feb-09
	Kadina
	Sweden
	26
	Townsville-Sydney
	Fireman

	14-Apr-09
	Kadina
	Sweden
	26
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	18-Aug-09
	Kadina
	Sweden
	26
	Cairns-Townsville-Sydney
	Fireman

	19-Aug-10
	Maheno
	Sweden
	27
	Auckland-Sydney
	Cabin Passenger 

	02-Sep-10
	Rupara
	Sweden
	28
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Trimmer

	05-May-11
	Kadina
	Sweden
	28
	Port Pirie-Sydney
	Fireman

	01-Aug-11
	Kadina
	Sweden
	28
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	24-Sep-11
	Kadina
	Sweden
	28
	Edithburg SA-Sydney
	Fireman

	29-Mar-12
	Dusseldorf
	Germany
	26
	Albany-Melbourne
	Stoker

	26-Nov-12
	Dusseldorf
	Germany
	26
	Albany-Melbourne
	Fireman

	03-Dec-12
	Dusseldorf
	Germany
	26
	Port Pirie-Sydney
	Fireman

	27-May-14
	Rostock
	Germany
	28
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	13-Jun-14
	Rostock
	Germany
	28
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	02-Jan-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Fireman

	27-Aug-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Fireman

	16-Sep-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Fireman

	24-Sep-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	14-Oct-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Brisbane-Sydney
	Fireman

	22-Oct-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Fireman

	02-Dec-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Fireman

	10-Dec-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Donkeyman

	30-Dec-15
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Donkeyman

	07-Jan-16
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Melbourne- Sydney
	Donkeyman

	26-Jan-16
	Rupara
	Finland
	30
	Cairns-Sydney
	Donkeyman
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Advertiser Thursday January 18, 1917:


SOUTH AUSTRALIA


	SICK	1434 Spr. Otto WINTER, Rosewater,					


Article abridged





Advertiser April 2, 1918:


HEROES OF THE GREAT WAR


HARPER.—In loving memory of Harold G. Harper, killed in action, April 3, 1917, in France.


—Inserted by his loving grandmother, Uncles Will and Alf and Aunt Clara and Irene and Uncle O. Winter, in France.										Article abridged





Port Pirie Recorder Tuesday April 16, 1918:


AUSTRALIAN HEROES – 389th CASUALTY LIST


The 389th Casualty List has been released by the censor.  It contains names of those who enlisted in South Australia:


		Spr. Otto Winter, Rosewater, (gas)					Article abridged





“NO 2 SECTION


Squad Corporal:  Corpl.  McDonald


Squad No. 2.						Second School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 23-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


   Spr.		Winter  O.			        25		      12		25		     62


   Average per man	        22.1	      14.7	      	20.8


  Total average 56.7


  Possible          70”





Register Monday 30 June, 1919:


PORT NAPIER MEN


The Port Napier with 208 South Australians on board arrived at the Semaphore anchorage on Saturday evening.  After having been declared “clean” by the quarantine authorities, the vessel came in to the Outer Harbour Wharf on Sunday and landed the warriors shortly after midday.  There were, of course, no trains, and the majority of relatives of the men journeyed to the harbour in motor cars.  Three drags were provided by military authorities to transfer the soldiers to Keswick.  The YMCA, assisted by the V.A.D.’s entertained the men on the wharf, and also at a concert and tea in their hall, at the wharfside.


Major J.J. Hughes extended a welcome home to the men on behalf of the military commandant.


Additional arrivals were: 1434 Pte O. Winter.					


Article abridged   





Advertiser Friday August 27, 1954:


DEATHS


WINTER.—On August 26 at her residence, George Street, Thebarton, Irene, the beloved wife of Otto Winter and loving mother of Harold, Mavis, Valda, Joyce, and Betty.  Aged 59 years.


WINTER.—On August 26, at her residence, George Street, Thebarton, Irene, loving mother of Mavis, mother-in-law of Lionel and nanna of  Ken, Ray and Rob.  In God’s Care.


WINTER.—On August 26, loving mother of Valda and Ron and darling nanna of Allan, Raelene and Lynette.  In God’s care.										





FUNERALS


WINTER.—THE FRIENDS of the late Mrs IRENE WINTER of George Street, Thebarton are respectfully informed that her Funeral will leave our private parlour, 100 Henley Beach Road, Mile End on FRIDAY, at 1.45 p.m. for the Centennial Park Cemetery.





ALFRED JAMES and SONS


Funeral Directors, Unley and Mile End.





Plaque in the S.A. Garden of Remembrance Centennial Park


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








