SAPPER WILLIAM WILLIAMS

1200 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

New Quay, Cardiganshire, Wales was given as the birthplace of William Williams about 1872 the son of Thomas Williams and his wife (name unknown).  He came to Australia and was a miner in Boulder in 1915.

At the recruiting depot in Boulder, W.A. the forty-three year old single miner applied to enlist and passed the preliminary medical examination on 23 November, 1915.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39ins).  Dark was his complexion with good vision in both his blue eyes and had black hair. A tattoo on his left forearm was regarded as a distinctive mark.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his friend Miss Ruby Thornton of Ida Street, Laverton.  He was sworn in at Kalgoorlie two days later.  

Acknowledgement to the local volunteers departing was published in the:
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The new recruits were allotted to the Mining Corps at Blackboy Hill camp near Perth on November 25, 1915.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Williams was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  
The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 

On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Williams was assigned the regimental number 1200 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  
The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  These four sections re-combined to relieve the 255th Coy, Royal Engineers in the mining sector that included existing mine systems of Red Lamp; Winchester; Colvin; Ducks Bill and Sign Post Lane.

Sapper went sick on 17 August, 1916 to the 2nd S. Midland Field Hospital then transferred to the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne on August 29 with loose cartilage in his left knee.  He embarked for England on 31 August on the hospital ship St David entering the 5th Northern General Hospital in Leicester on 1 September, 1916.  On 12 October was transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth until November 13 when discharged to duty classed with B1A grade debility to the No. 4 Command Depot at Wareham.  On November 23 furlough was granted.  
He marched out on February 6, 1917 to the No. 1 Depot at Perham Downs entering the Aust Details Camp.

On April 14, 1917 proceeded overseas via Folkstone to France marching into the Aust. General Base Depot the next day at Etaples.  On 21 April was moved to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  He then proceeded to join his unit on May 1 and arrived on 4 May, 1917.
His nominated next-of-kin Miss Thornton advised Base Records of her change of address to care of B. Concanen, 3 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie, W.A. on 19 April, 1917.

Although not recorded in his documents leave must have been granted because on 20 August, 1917 William Williams (48) bachelor was married at the Register Office, West Darby, Liverpool, England by licence to Mary Ann Jones (44) spinster of “Arosfa”, Maenygross, New Quay, Wales by John E. Wallace.

Mrs Mary Williams became his next-of-kin.

Three Blue Chevrons were issued on February 20, 1918 to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.

Leave was granted to England from 16 March to 3 April, 1918.  Soon after his return he was detached from the company for special duty which was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company with an extract as follows:  
The Detachment at Armentieres in the XVth Corps area, completed their work which was in time to be of great importance in the enemy attack which began on 9th April, and lasted for nine days till the 18th April.

The work of our Detachment and their behaviour during the attack was very creditable to everybody concerned.  Unhappily a very capable and popular officer in the person of Lieut Neil CAMPBELL and 1057 Sapper KELLY, E. were killed, but only one other casualty occurred in the wounding of 4765 Sapper HOGAN, A.W. by a gun shot wound in the chest.

Lieut J. DOW, the officer with the Detachment who assumed command after Lieut Campbell was missing, in his report to the C.O. wrote:-

“Heavy bombardment commenced on the 8th and lasted all night.  Gas and H.E. shells were heavy.  It was rumoured that the enemy had broken through our line at Laventie.  On the 9th at 8 a.m. the day relief of 12 O.R’s went to work as usual with Lieut Campbell in Charge.”
“The following is a nominal roll of the party at 4.30 p.m. on 9.4.18: -

“Lieut N. Campbell

Lieut J. Dow


1251 Cpl Barsby, S.


4395 L/Cpl Mayne, E.

5016 L/Cpl Stubbs, W.S. 
 910 Spr Ahearn, R.T.


6668 Spr Brownhill, F.H.
922   Spr  Bennetts, A.C.
6891   “   Burke, F.S.


4537   “   Burke, W.E.

4277   “   Bunning, W.

4746   “   Cahill, S.


6873   “   Cook, C.W.

6765   “   How, W.G.

4765   “   Hogan, A.W.


5337   “   Hansson, F.G.  
1057   “   Kelly, E.

5363   “   Leaver, C.H.


4419   “   McLean, A.

4422   “   McLean, T.D.

1223   “   Marsh, E.


5786   “   Muir, J.

4434   “   Nunn-Pendle, J.
2395   “   Novok, S.  


1215   “   Peach, J.

5819   “   Ritter, T.   

6643   “   Ryan, T.


4462   “   Roberts, W.

5843   “   Symons, A.V.  
4516   “   Wilson, J.

4818   “   Wilson, P.R.

1237   “   Smitheram, T.T.
5858   “   Watson, J.A.


1200   “   Williams, W.

4808   “   Yaxley, G.

1247   “   Ashford, S.F.


4282   “   Browne, S.

5794   “   McManus, P.  

2891   “   Blizzard, D.N.


4511   “   Williams, H.
“The behaviours of the Detachment under trying circumstances was splendid.  Their coolness and steadiness under heavy fire was admirable.

“Their conduct, whilst acting as a covering screen in the retirement on the night of the 11th was worthy of the high traditions of the British Army.”
His service continued without any incident and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by defusing booby traps from roads and bridges left by the enemy.

Orders were received to march out for demobilisation on January 27, 1919 and they left the Aust Infantry Base Depot on 1 February crossed the English Channel and arrived at the Overseas Training Brigade camp at Sutton Veny two days later on February 4.    
Sapper William Williams embarked as an invalid for Australia on 31 March, 1919 on board H.T. Khyber.  There is no notation for Mrs Williams on his documents.  During the voyage he was admitted to the ship’s hospital on April 9 and discharged on April 17.  Base Records notified his friend on April 23, 1919 that he was returning home.  The ship docked at Fremantle.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on July 7, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For service for his country Sapper 1200 William Williams, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8267) and the Victory Medal (8232).

A Statement of his Service was requested from Base Records by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission and was dated 12 January, 1926 and again on 2 February, 1932.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday November 25, 1915:


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EVENTS


MINERS’ CORPS, AIF


Forty-four miners have been accepted for the above corps and by Friday all will have left Kalgoorlie.  Following is a list of those who have been accepted:-


F.M. Robertson, T.F. O’Dea, J.G. Pettigrew, H.G. Smith, W. Ritchie, R. Connell, E.W. Stephens, J. Richards, W.C. Kemp, H. Henriksen, J.D. Waddington, H. Lehman, J. Dixon, J.D. Munro, W. Sandercott, H. Porter, H. Jones, E. Cunningham, A. Crotty, G. Boyland, W. Kelly, W.J. Rogers, J.W. Campbell, W. Mahoney, J.D. Eddison, W.F. Horton, J.H. Harvey, A. McCormac, T. Bone, F. Copelin, M. O’Connor, F. Benbow, W. Williams, W.J. Lavers, W.J. Hall, C.C. Grieves, P. McDonald, W. Corcoran, J. Geddes, J. Long, J.K. Macbeth, A. Irving, J. Baxter, J. Fullwood.


Those miners who wish to join later on can enlist in the ordinary way, and if the West Australian quota is not complete they can be taken on at Blackboy Hill.





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….W. Williams


Article abridged





The West Australian Tuesday May 6, 1919:


THE KHYBER INCIDENT


Mr M. Donnes, president of the South Fremantle Branch of the R.S.A. gave yesterday what he contended was the correct version of the communication that was held with the soldiers on board the troopship Khyber, which was moored in the stream opposite F. Shed, and was flying the yellow flag.  He said: “The men on the troopship wanted to know the position of things.  They said they had some complaints to make about the ship, and asked me to get as close as I could. 	


I got a dinghy and rowed out to them.  I told them the position and they said: ‘If you want us we will get out the boats and come.  I told them that the yellow flag was flying over the ship, and asked them, as that was the case, not to leave the ship under any circumstances whatever.  I said the returned soldiers and the people generally would think more of them for staying on the ship while it was in quarantine.” 





The Western Argus Saturday May 17, 1919


RETURNED SOLDIERS


THE KHYBER LIST


At 10 o’clock this morning 24 men of s.s. Khyber will be released from quarantine, and they will arrive at E. Shed at 11 o’clock.


								








