SAPPER JOHN CHARLES WILLIAMS

862 – 2nd Tunnelling Company / Aust. Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

A medical examination on 15 February 1916 at Day Dawn, Western Australia (WA), found John Charles Williams to be fit for active service and recorded that he was 5ft 10ins tall and weighed 158 lbs.  He had a fair complexion blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinguishing marks recorded were a 3½ inch scar on front of right arm, a shield (American design) with gun and flowers on right forearm and an old tattoo mark on front of left forearm which had been partially obliterated by scar from nitric acid burn.

He stated he was born at Silverton, New South Wales (NSW) and was 30 years and 10 months of age and an Enginedriver by trade.

John signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ at Blackboy Hill, Perth, WA on 2 March 1916

He recorded that he was married, but separated, and named as his Next-of-Kin his sister Miss Nell Williams of Mt Magnet, WA, her address later changing to 39 Money Street, Perth, then to 16 Salvado Row, East Perth, and later still to 289 Day Street, East Perth.  

John signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 3 March at Blackboy Hill and began his training at Area No.3.  

He was appointed to the Miners Battalion on 31 March 1916 at Blackboy Hill and embarked at Fremantle on board Ulysses on 1 April 1916.
Following a farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, on Saturday February 19, 1916, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No.2 Company to which John belonged became the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company (2ATC) and relieved the 172nd Tunnelling Company, R.E. in May 1916 in the Neuville St Vaast/Vimy area.  They supported the Australian 5th Division at Fromelles in June /July 1916.

John was transferred to the AEMMBC on 29 September and was taken on strength of that unit on 30 September.

He reported sick on 4 December and was admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station.  He was transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot at Boulogne on 6 December and then, on the same day, to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples where he was admitted.  Discharged from hospital he spent 14 days at the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Etaples before rejoining his unit on 28 January 1917.

He was due Blue Chevrons about this time to wear on his uniform, each blue Service chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A Red chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

John marched out to England on 28 April 1919 for repatriation to Australia and demobilisation.

The AEMMBC, with a strength of little more than 300 men, was employed along the entire Western Front providing lighting and ventilation to dugouts and boring for water supplies where needed.  They worked with all 5 Armies of the British Expeditionary Force. 

John, and about 75 other Tunnellers, left London on 16 June 1919 for return to Australia on board Ormonde, disembarking at Fremantle on 24 July.


He was discharged from the A.I.F. on 7 September 1919 entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In 1925 John, an engine driver, and Nellie, housewife, are living at York, WA.

In 1931 John Charles Williams, engine driver, and Annie Williams 1931 are living at the corner of Clifford and Brook Streets, York, WA.  Living at the same address in 1936 are John Charles Williams, engine driver, and Nellie Annie Williams.

In 1943 John Charles Williams, engine driver, and Annie Nellie Williams are living at Gregory Street, Kellerberrin, WA.

John Charles Williams died on 23 February 1947 aged 61 and is buried in the Northam Cemetery. 


Annie Delia Williams died on 10 December 1950 aged 73 and is buried in he Northam Cemetery.
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Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 5, 1919:


ORIENT LINER ORMONDE


The O.R.M.S. Ormonde, which arrived at Sydney yesterday from London, via ports, berthed at Circular Quay, after landing her troops at Woolloomooloo.


The Ormonde is the latest addition to the Orient S.N. Company’s fleet, having being completed in November, 1917, at Glasgow.  She has a cruiser stern, and is 580ft, weighs 51 tons, has a breadth of 66ft 7ins, and a depth of 40ft 5ins.  											


Article abridged


BY THE ORMONDE


SOLDIER AND NURSES WELCOMED


With all the arrangements for their reception carried out without hitch or delay of any kind under fine weather conditions, 467 soldiers who had represented New South Wales in the war landed from the troopship Ormonde yesterday morning.  In addition to the men for this State the Ormonde brought 265 Queenslander and 20 officers and 17 nurses for New Zealand.  Representatives of the Red Cross executive looked after the New Zealanders.  Mr C.W. Oakes represented the State Government at the disembarkation, and Lieut Williams took the place of Capt Taylor, M.C., who has retired from the position of Staff-officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers.


The scene was one of great animation as the Red Cross motor cars with the New South Wales men entered the Anzac Buffet, and there were many happy re-unions while morning tea was being served by Red Cross Voluntary Aids under the direction of Miss Evans.     


 							Article abridged








The West Australian  – WA – Tuesday 25 February 1947:


Motorist Fatally Injured


SWERVED TO AVOID BIRD


York, Feb. 24. — John Charles Williams (61), a retired engine driver, of 135 Duke street, Northam, was fatally injured when his car overturned on the York-Northam road on Saturday afternoon.  He died in the York Hospital on Sunday.  Mr. Williams was returning home after visiting York.  Two passengers in the car, Messrs. H. C. Dyer and L. E. Elms, both of Northam, were uninjured.  Mr. Williams was conveyed to the York Hospital in the local St. john ambulance.  It is understood that the accident was the result of Mr. Williams swerving the car to avoid a magpie.


[Also reported in the Kalgoorlie Miner on the same date]








The West Australian  – WA – Tuesday 24 February 1947:


DEATHS


WILLIAMS. - On February 23, 1947, at York, as result of accident.  John Charles Williams, of William Thomas and Co. Northam, and of 135 Duke-street, Northam, beloved husband of Annie, aged 61 years.  R.I.P.    To be interred in the Anglican portion of the Northam Cemetery at 11 o'clock tomorrow (Tuesday) morning.   


J. W. Purslowe and Sons, Northam.











The West Australian  – WA – Monday 11 December 1950:





FUNERALS


WILLIAMS: The Funeral Cortege of the late Annie Dhelia Williams, of 135 Duke-street, Northam, widow of the late John Charles Williams is appointed to leave St. Joseph's Church, Northam, at 2.30 o'clock THIS (Monday) AFTER NOON for the Roman Catholic portion of the Northam Cemetery.  J. W. PURSLOWE AND SONS, Funeral Directors, Northam.











