WILLIAMS BROTHERS

SAPPER EDWARD BENTLEY WILLIAMS
4804 – 2nd Tunnelling Company / 2nd Machine Gun Battalion
Edward Bentley Williams stated he was born at Lottah, Tasmania the son of George Henry and Elizabeth Amelia (nee Simpson) Williams, his birth registered at Portland as occurring on 10 February, 1888.  He said he spent three years with the Royal Australian Navy.  In 1910 the following was published from the Police Gazette:

At the recruiting depot at Claremont camp (6th Military District) on 24 September, 1915 the twenty-six-year-old miner accompanied by his brother George Patrick Williams applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 87kgs (192lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-102cms (37-40ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were tattoos of a star on his chest, sailor on left arm and a girl’s hand and anchor on a star.  Religious faith was given as Methodist.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his father George Williams but later changed to his mother Elizabeth Williams of Richmond Post Office, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training commenced at the Claremont depot then allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company.  Their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) about 29 April to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4804.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at No. 3 Details camp at Parkhouse.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 25 September, 1916 marched out to the No. 2 Tunnelling Company and taken on strength four days later.

On 3 February, 1917 Sapper was wounded in action suffering a shrapnel wound to his forehead and nose and taken to the 4th London Field Ambulance then on to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station.  On 6 February entered the 13th Stationary Hospital and two days later sent to the 1st Convalescent Depot then on February 11 discharged as fit to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.
Base Records regretted to advise on 17 February, 1917 to his parents that it was reported this soldier had been wounded.

His sister Mrs Cyril Hoggins of 17 Lille Street, Glebe, Hobart wrote on behalf of her mother to Base Records on 22 February, 1917 asking if they could kindly state the nature of the wound for her brother and would be grateful of any information received.   Base Records replied on February 27 stating that the only report was contained in a cable that briefly intimated that he was wounded.  It is regretted the nature of his wounding is at present not known here.  Any further cabled reports will be transmitted to next-of-kin, father, George Williams Post Office, Richmond, Tasmania.
On 24 February, 1917 was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On 19 March re-joined his unit in the field.

Went sick on 28 May, 1917 to the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis from Boulogne with Influenza and pleurisy.  Was admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital, Thorpe in Norwich on 30 May.

Base Records advised that Sapper had been admitted to hospital in England on 30/5/17 suffering influenza and pleurisy (mild).  His address for correspondence was included.

His name was listed in the Roll of Honour published in the:


Remained a patient there for 76 days until sent to the Wayland Military Hospital in Attenborough on 13 August then discharged to furlough on 31 August and marched in to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 14 September, 1917.

Marched out on 26 September for the Overseas Training Brigade and proceeded to France on 11 October from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles two days later.  
Re-joined his unit on 22 October, 1917.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
While on active service AWL from 0900hrs 21/2/19 to 1200hrs 22/2/19



Award:

7 days Field Punishment No. 2 by C.O. 2nd Tun. Coy 23/2/19


Total forfeiture:
9 day’s pay.

Orders were received to return to the Aust General Base Depot and left there on 4 April, 1919 crossing to England and marching in to the No. 2 Group camp a day later.

On 25 April, 1919 he was declared an illegal absentee from that date by a Court of Inquiry held at No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny on 18 May, 1919 and that he was still absent.  Reported back on 6 October, 1919 and appeared before a District Court Martial held at Sutton Veny on 23/10/19



Charge:
AWL from 25/4/19 to 6/10/19



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
7 months detention 23/10/19



Confirmed:
By Commander A.I.F. Depots in UK 24/10/19



Promulgated:
25/10/19


Period under charge:
13/10/19 to 23/10/19


Forfeiture concurrent:
23/10/19
Sapper was admitted to Lewes Detention Barracks on 28 October, 1919 from No. 2 Group.  The unexpired portion of his sentence was remitted as from the date of embarkation.  His unit was the 2nd Machine Gun Company
After demobilisation Sapper Williams embarked for Australia on 22 November, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his parents that he was returning and this news was shared in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 9 January, 1920.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

The Tasmanians crossed the Strait on the steamer Grace Darling on 14 January, 1920 and he appeared before the medical board in Hobart on January 16.  
His Statement of Case reads:


No wounds on service



No sickness on service



Feeling well now

(Sgd.) E.B. Williams



No disability



Heart and Lungs clear



Board finds no disability



Approved 16/1/1920.

The 6th Military District forwarded to Base Records on 23 February, 1920 medical documents and included dates of his return and discharge.

Base Records wrote to the 6th Military District on 10 February, 1921 the reason for discharge of this man was notified to this branch as T.P.E.  He was however sentenced by a D.C.M. at Sutton Veny on 23/10/19 to 7 months detention for A.W.L., the unexpired portion of the sentence was remitted as from 22/11/19, the date on which he embarked for Australia.  Private Williams therefore, according to the instructions of the Adjutant-General contained in Defence Telegram dated 9th December, 1919 should be classed as a disciplinary case and it is suggested that the reason for his discharge should be amended accordingly and this branch advised of the action taken.
Anglesea Barracks replied to Base Records on 18 February, 1921 in reference to their memorandum of February 10 in respect to the reason for discharge of this soldier and advised the same should have been amended to read “Services no longer required.”  Please amend this Office pro forma covering the transmission of A.M. Form D 2 accordingly.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 1 March, 1920 as services no longer required. 
A precis of his service was prepared for a decision on distribution of war medals and stamped automatically forfeits but after consideration restoration recommended.
In 1921 he is listed in Electoral Rolls at Sticht Street, Queenstown working as a labourer.

He was assaulted in Hobart a year later and court proceedings were covered by the: 


The issue of War Medals was approved by the Standing Medal Board on 14 November, 1922 and he was issued with the British War Medal (9141) and the Victory Medal (8372) for serving his country.
In 1928 he was a labourer residing at 221 Davey Street, Hobart Southand from 1936 320A Macquarie Street, Hobart South and by 1943 was at Proctors Road, Nelson.

Edward Bentley Williams, late of South Hobart passed away on 22 August, 1946 aged 57 years.  Interment took place the same day in the Methodist portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery within section DD in grave no. 354.

His brother also served.

SAPPER GEORGE PATRICK WILLIAMS 

4805 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Blue Tier, Tasmania was the birthplace of George Patrick Williams on 19 February, 1891 the son of George and Elizabeth Amelia (nee Simpson) Williams.  In 1914 he was at Orr Street, Queenstown working as a miner.
At the recruiting depot at Claremont camp on 24 September, 1915 George Patrick Williams, a twenty-three-year-old miner, together with his brother Edward Bentley Williams applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins) and had a dark complexion with fair eyesight in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a burn scar on his chest and a scar on the left shin.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father George Henry Williams of Richmond Post Office, Tasmania.  This was crossed out and Elizabeth Williams of the same address was inserted but not used officially.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
The new recruits were acknowledged in the:


Basic training commenced at the Claremont Depot then allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company comprising of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements and were transferred about 29 April to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4805.
Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at No. 3 Details camp at Parkhouse.
Military Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
AWL Tattoo roll call 1/8/16


Award:

3 days Confined to Barracks with pack drill  12/8/16

Another group from the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements proceeded to France on 21 September 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot on September 26.  
On 16 October Sapper joined the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
On 26 October, 1916 was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company until placed with the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 26 January, 1917.

Went sick on 27 March, 1917 to the 133rd Field Ambulance with bronchitis moving to the 134th Field Ambulance a day later remaining until 1 April then transferred to the 39th Divisional Rest Station until discharged to duty on April 3.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the company he was counted with his unit on 16 July, 1918.  Leave was granted and taken from 9 to 31st October, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 30 March, 1919 to report to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and left there on April 6 for England crossing the English Channel and arriving the next day at Southampton and reported to the Sutton Veny camp.

After demobilisation Sapper Williams embarked for Australia from Liverpool, England on 30 May, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor.  Base Records advised his parents on 18 June that he was returning home.  This news was shared in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 2 July, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:

News of the Tasmanian soldiers who were returning was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 12 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical documents to Base Records on 27 September and included dates of his return and discharge.

He married in Victoria during 1919 to Annie Durkin.

The British War Medal (4123) and the Victory Medal (4112) were issued to wear to Sapper 4805 George Patrick Williams, 2nd Tunnelling Company.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission required a copy of his service records which was sent from Base Records on 27 February, 1928.

In 1938 the couple were at 38 Durkin Street, Melbourne Ports and he worked as a labourer.

The following was advertised in the:


Base Records forwarded on 12 November, 1940 to the Melbourne Repatriation Commission as per their request for a copy of his service records. 
Their address in 1943 was 9 Durkin Street, Williamstown and he was still a labourer.

Mrs Annie Williams was buried on 29 September, 1960 at Williamstown Cemetery.

George Patrick Williams died about 8 October, 1975 aged 85 years.  Burial with his wife took place on October 10 in the Roman Catholic portion K of Williamstown Cemetery within row 16 in grave no. 6.  
They have no headstone.
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New South Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney) Wednesday March 2, 1910:


DESETERS FROM HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE


FROM H.M.S. Challenger at Auckland, N.Z.


On 15th February, 1910


Edward Bentley Williams, stoker, first-class, born in Tasmania, about 22 years of age, 5ft 7½ inches high, brown hair, brown eyes, ruddy complexion.





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday September 28, 1915:


RECRUITING – THE LATEST FIGURES


The following are the names of the men (65) who have entered the camp since Wednesday:


E.B. Williams, G.P. Williams								Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 23, 1917:


TASMANIA – WOUNDED


Spr Edward Bentley Williams,								Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Saturday June 23, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST NO. 314 – HOSPITAL CASES


Sapper Edward Bentley Williams, Richmond, ill.						Article abridged





World (Hobart) Tuesday December 16, 1919:


RETURNING SHORTLY


Mr and Mrs G. Williams (of Richmond) have been officially advised that their son, Sapper E.B. Williams, of the 2nd Machine Gun Battalion, is returning to Tasmania by the transport Aeneas, which left England on November 22, and will probably arrive in Melbourne about January 7.  Sapper Williams has been nearly four years on active service.  A brother, Sapper G. Williams, returned some time ago.





The Herald (Melbourne) Friday January 9, 1920:


TROOPS LAND FROM AENEAS


Bringing 46 officers, a nurse, 353 other ranks for disembarkation in Victoria and six officers and 44 other ranks for Tasmania, the transport Aeneas berthed at No 8A Victoria Dock at 10.45 this morning.


The Victorian quota proceeded at once to the Sturt-street depot in motor cars, and were all dealt with by 12.30 p.m.


The Tasmanians will be quartered at the Domain camp till shipping is available to take them across the Strait.





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday September 16, 1922:


POLICE COURTS – DISTURBING THE PEACE


Archie Crooks was charged with have on August 23 unlawfully disturbed the peace by fighting in Liverpool-street.  Defendant pleaded guilty under provocation.


Edward Bentley Williams, gas worker, said that on August 25 he was kneeling on the footpath at the corner of Murray-street and Liverpool-street playing a melodion, and before he knew where he was defendant had given three blows and knocked him to the footpath.  The result was that he received a black eye and a split lip.  Some-time previously a remark in a hotel when defendant was present that defendant’s brother was a bad character.  Both of them had had a few drinks.  He had never spoken to defendant before in his life.  Defendant wanted to fight him right or wrong, but witness would not retaliate, and defendant cleared off.


Evidence was also given by Constables Betts and Stuart.


Defendant said he struck Williams because he made remarks which he (defendant) resented.


The Police Magistrate: Apparently, they succeeded in collecting a crowd.  Playing music in the street seems to be a dangerous occupation.  Defendant would be fined £1 with witness expenses 11s 6d.  A week was allowed in which to pay.





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday September 28, 1915:


RECRUITING – THE LATEST FIGURES


The following are the names of the men (65) who have entered the camp since Wednesday:


E.B. Williams, G.P. Williams								Article abridged





World (Hobart) Thursday June 26, 1919:


RELATIVES NOTIFIED


Mrs G.H. Williams, of Richmond, has been officially advised that their son, Sapper G.P. Williams, is returning home on the troopship Meteor, and is expected to arrive in Melbourne on July 8.  Sapper Williams enlisted at Queenstown, with a brother Sapper Edward Williams and both have been on active service about four years.





Argus Thursday July 3, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS WELCOMED


Two contingents of Victorian soldiers comprising on 900 men landed at Port Melbourne yesterday afternoon.  They were troops who returned on the s.s. Nestor and the s.s. Port Napier.  As they arrived at the hours fixed for their disembarkation there was no delay in transporting them to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street, where relatives and friends met them.  The soldiers who looked well, received a cordial welcome as they passed through the city streets.





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday July 19, 1919:


PER H.T. NESTOR


Spr G.P. Williams, Richmond								Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday July 22, 1919:


PER H.T. NESTOR


Spr G.P. Williams, 2nd Tunnlrs								Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday August 19, 1936:


MISSING FRIENDS


WILL any person knowing the whereabouts of Alfred Ernest Williams, last heard of at Zeehan and Queenstown about the year 1907, kindly communicate with his brother George Patrick Williams, of Millewu Avenue, Murrumbeena, Malvern Vic.








