SAPPER PETER WHITE

6073 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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Glasgow, Scotland was the birthplace of Peter White about 1881 the son of James and Marion (nee Marshall) White.  It is possible he arrived in Queensland as a thirty-one year old on the ship Perthshire on November 30, 1912.  

At the Recruiting Depot in Brisbane, Queensland the thirty-five year old applied to enlist and passed the medical examination on August 18, 1916.  Personal particulars taken reveal his height of 159cms (5ft 2½ins) and weighed 59.09kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-94cms (33-37ins).  Complexion was medium with grey eyes and brown hair.  Eyesight tested to poor vision in his right eye and very poor vision in the left.  Distinctive marks were tattoos on both arms.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin was initially his father Mr James White of 7 Dale Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow, Scotland and later changed to his sister Mrs Mary Frame, Real Street, South Brisbane, Qld.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

He entered Enoggera camp, Brisbane on August 23, 1916 and at the 11th Depot Battalion he did basic training as a Private, concluding on September 13, 1916.  Five days later he was declared ‘dentally fit.’  Further training with the 7th Reinforcements to the 52nd Battalion took place until October 1, 1916.  During this time he was granted Home Leave before being transferred to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) for two weeks.  A transfer to the Miners’ Training Camp at Seymour, Vic commenced on October 14, 1916 where he was assigned to the December 1916 Reinforcements with the regimental number 6073 in the rank of Sapper.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  They marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

On January 29, 1917 the Reinforcements departed Folkstone for France and marched into the Aust General Base Depot.  Sapper White was attached on February 8, 1917 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

The following discipline took place on July 31, 1917:



Crime:

19/7/17 W.O.A.S. [while on active service] A.W.L. from 9.30 p.m. until





arrested by M.P. at Amiens 2.45 p.m. 22/7/17



Award:

Forfeits 10 days pay.

              Total forfeiture:
14 days pay.

On October 21, 1917 was wounded in action and admitted to the 8th Aust Field Ambulance with a gunshot wound to his right toe and right eye and transferred to the 5th Aust Divisional Rest Station.  He was discharged on November 6 rejoined the Entrenching Battalion two days later.

He was granted leave to England and was due to return to duty in France on January 6, 1918.  Administrative Headquarters received a letter from him on January 5 from Glasgow, Scotland enclosing a Doctor’s Certificate which advised he had been under treatment since December 28, and unable to travel.   
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A message was sent to him in Glasgow the same day which read:

REPORT TO NEAREST MILITARY HOSPITAL IMMEDIATELY FIT TO TRAVEL EXTENSION OF LEAVE CANNOT BE GRANTED.

ADMINAUST.

A memo was sent from Deputy Assistant Adjutant General’s office to the Commanding Officer of 1st Tunnelling Company on January 7, 1918 advising that Sapper White had sent a Doctor’s Certificate informing them that he was unable to travel.  They had instructed him to report to the nearest Military Hospital and of any future movements they would be advised.

The Anzac Provost Corps of 56 Warwick Square, London on February 14, 1918 wrote to the Chief Constable in Glasgow outlining that Sapper White was on furlough at 40 Reid Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow and tendered a Medical Certificate stating he was suffering from Bronchitis and unable to travel.  He was instructed to report to the nearest Military Hospital, but no record of him having done so or returned to France.  They requested that inquiries be made at this address to ascertain the present whereabouts of the soldier and were obliged if they could furnish a report at their earliest.

On February 20, 1918 the City of Glasgow Police, Eastern Division reported that Sergeant Ewen Beatson interviewed his father, who informed the Sergeant that his son had left the above address on February 14, 1918 and he had not seen or heard from him since.

Administrative Headquarters informed the Australian Section, 3rd Echelon in France on March 2, 1918 of the correspondence and their instructions regarding Sapper White and non-admission to hospital.  They also gave information from the Glasgow Civil Police stating nothing has been heard from him since.  As a result the soldier was shown as A.W.L. [Away without Leave] on February 26, 1918 in the United Kingdom.

The Australian Section, 3rd Echelon in France on March 7, 1918 passed on the information to the Commanding Officer 1st Tunnelling Company and requested a copy from the Court of Inquiry be sent to their office as soon as possible.

Administrative Headquarters wrote to the Australian Section, 3rd Echelon in France on March 20, 1918 suggesting a Court of Inquiry be convened to inquire into and report on his absence, if it had not already done so.

A Court of Inquiry was convened on April 3, 1918 at Headquarters camp of the 1st Tunnelling Company and inquired into the alleged illegal absence of Sapper White.  The Declaration of the Court was:

  “That No. 6073 Sapper P. White illegally absented himself without leave at H.Q.1st Tunnelling   Company in the field on the 7th day of Jany, 1918 and that he is still absent, and that on the 7th Jan 1918 he was deficient and is still deficient  - NIL.”   

A Cablegram was sent to Brisbane, Qld later in April which said:
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When Peace was declared on November 11, 1918 the Absentee Department reported the following day Sapper White was still an absentee and again on February 5, 1919.

The Governor General made an Order in pursuance of the Defence Act, Section 44, Sub-section 2 on July 22, 1920 and he was discharged in consequence of being an illegal absentee from 7/1/1918.

On September 16, 1920 Peter White reported to the Commanding Officer at Horseferry Road, London for repatriation to Australia.  His address was 9 Hozier Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow and the reason for absence was stated:



Ill with Bronchitis.  Forwarded two Medical Certificates.  Afterwards got married 

and did not know how my wife would be regarding allotment.  

He desired to return to Australia with his wife and child and signed to authorise deductions from his pay account for the periods of illegal absence.

A Court of Inquiry was held on November 4, 1920 to investigate and report upon all applications of Illegal absentees.  The Court found he was absent without leave from January 2, 1918 until September 16, 1920 and recommended soldier with wife and family for repatriation.

A parchment Discharge (D897) was completed in England and forwarded to him on November 19, 1920 to be signed and witnessed and returned to Headquarters, London.  Pay Account was held in abeyance until finalised.

Ex-Sapper Peter White and family embarked for Australia on December 4, 1920 on the ship Bahia Castillo.

Sapper 6073 Peter White, 1st Tunnelling Company received no service medals on account of illegal absence from duty.  He served 1 year and 74 days abroad.

A Statement of his service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane on April 21, 1938.

Peter White died on October 20, 1946 aged 65 years and the following notices advised his Funeral:

His wife Annie passed away the following year about January 14, 1947.  Their graves are in Portion C of the South Brisbane Cemetery in Grave 214.
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October 2, 1916





Cancel allotment 6073 White P. 1st Tunnelling Coy. Absentee.





							Official


							WWP/MT


							  26.4.18





The Courier Mail Monday October 21, 1946


FUNERAL NOTICES


WHITE, Mr Peter, 367 Ipswich Road, Annerley, No 6073, 1st A.I.F. Sapper, 1st Tunnellers—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs P. White, Mr James White, Miss J. White, Mr & Mrs J. Hammer, Mrs & Mrs A. Messenger & Family, Mr & Mrs O. Coey & Family, Mr & Mrs E. Drake & Family are respectfully advised of the death of their beloved Husband, Father, Brother, Brother-in-law, Uncle & Grandfather.  The Funeral is arranged to leave the Parlour, 400 Wickham Street, To-morrow (Tuesday), at 10 o’clock, for South Brisbane Cemetery.


METROPOLITAN FUNERAL SERVICES





WHITE, Mr Peter—Totally & Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their late Comrade, Peter White, to leave as per family notice.


    								By Order, Secy.





WHITE, Mr Peter—Annerley Bowling Club.  Officers & Members of above Club are requested to attend the Funeral of their late member, Peter White, to leave as per family notice. 


   								By order, Secty.








