WENTWORTH BROTHERS
3rd Tunnelling Company

6072 Sapper John Thomas Wentworth & 6071 Sapper Daniel Vincent Wentworth

John Thomas Wentworth was born on 30 January 1884 at Kerrisdale, Victoria and his brother Daniel Vincent Wentworth was born on 10 September 1891 at Yea, Victoria, the sons of Matthew Luke & Mary Ann (nee Ahern) Wentworth.

John Thomas signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, on 18 September 1916 at Melbourne, Victoria.
A medical examination at Yea, Victoria on 9 September recorded that he was 32 years and 7 months of age.  He was 5ft 8¾ins tall and weighed 150 pounds.  He had a medium complexion, blue eyes and dark brown hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.  He was re-examined at Melbourne on 18 September and found to be fit for active service.  A single Labourer, he named as his Next-of-Kin his father Matthew Wentworth of Kerrisdale, Victoria.

Daniel Vincent Wentworth signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, on 23 September 1916.
A medical examination at Yea, Victoria on 10 September recorded that he was 24 years of age.  He was 5ft 7¼ins tall and weighed 142 pounds.  He had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.  He was re-examined at Melbourne Town Hall on 23 September and found to be fit for active service.  Also a single Labourer, he too named as his Next-of-Kin his father Matthew Wentworth of Kerrisdale, Victoria.

The two brothers were sent to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour Victoria on 2 October 1916 and embarked for the Western Front together on board Ulysses.
516 Tunnellers Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses, Daniel and John Wentworth both being on board.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  They felt the effects of the wind going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Freetown in Sierra Leone was the next port of call where they arrived on 29 November.  Their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Ulysses arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916, after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and entraining for Tidworth.

5798 Sapper George Oxman, (later of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company) recorded the voyage in his Diary:

Dec 5.
It took 1½ hours to take 1000 men ashore for the afternoon.  We have to pay 6d each for the loan of the punts.  We were fastened with ropes with one punt to the other coming back, the rope broke and we were drifting out pretty quick but the tug boat soon had us back again.  Not too clean of a place.  The women stand in a stream and wet their clothes they are washing and place them on a flat stone and then belt into them with a flat piece of wood like a bat. 

Dec 9.
Had to get some coal and fresh water. The officers went ashore to buy some fruit to sell to us they wouldn’t let us buy off the natives so when they came back with the fruit - none of us would buy it off them.

Dec13. 
29 Big boats in here now.

Dec 14.
Left for England with four other transport auxiliary cruiser escorting us.

Dec 25.
On the sea between Gibraltar and England it has been very foggy.  We had roast pork for Christmas dinner and some baked scones.  They were as hard as rock.

Dec 26.
Very foggy torpedo boats came to escort us in the rest of the way.  Got our kit bags out of the holds.

Dec 28.
We had nothing to eat from 7.30am to 3.30pm.  We had to buy some cakes during the last week on the boat.  We held the Dead March on a roast they gave us (250 of us) for our dinner.  
We marched up to the top deck with it, all the rest of the men were watching us and laughing.  We got roared up a bit after it but we didn’t care.  Got on the train at 4pm.  Got to Perham Downs camp at 11pm.  Nothing to eat from the military until 8 or 9 the next morning.  Then we had two tablespoons of boiled salmon and spuds and a mug of tea.  Mud from 1-6 inches deep.
John Thomas Wentworth proceeded overseas to France on 28 January 1917 on board SS Onward and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Etaples the next day.  On 8 February he was attached for duty to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion. 
The 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot.  Formed at La Motte, France on June 6, 1916 with Captain N. Macrae being seconded from the Mining Corps as Adjutant and Quartermaster, the Battalion had an initial strength of 21 Officers and 1003 Other Ranks, mainly Infantry.  The Battalion organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  For a time, all infantry reinforcements were drawn from this unit.  Heavy losses at Pozieres in July through September 1916 caused all infantry to be directly absorbed into their fighting units.
The Battalion continued to be a transit unit for tunnelling reinforcements and in October 1916 there were 9 officers and 203 men in the Battalion which now served as a tunnelling company, working with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company at St Eloi, The Bluff and the Ravine (near Ypres).  On 5 November 1917 the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was abolished.
He reported sick on 1 March 1917 and was admitted to the 5th Divisional Rest Station the same day with mumps.  He was immediately transferred to the 2nd Field Ambulance at Beauvart Chateau to recover, re-joining his unit on 18 March.  He was transferred from the Entrenching Battalion to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 1 May 1917.
John Thomas Wentworth was accidentally wounded on 28 June 1917.
He was admitted to the 17th Field Ambulance with a gun shot wound to the thigh which had fractured his femur.  He was transferred the same day to the 7th Casualty Clearing Station where he died of his wounds on 1 July 1917.
The 3ATC End-of-War Report records for July 1917:

‘An unfortunate occurrence happened in the death of 6072 Sapper Wentworth, J.P., who was shot accidentally with a rifle bullet in billets at Braquemont on 1/7/17.’  
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John Thomas Wentworth was buried at Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.
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John Thomas Wentworth's name is located at 27 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.

LEST WE FORGET
Daniel Vincent Wentworth reported sick on 23 January 1917 and was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital.  He marched in to the Australian Details Camp, Perham Downs on 12 March and marched out on 29 March and in to the Drafting Depot. 

He proceeded overseas to France on 9 May 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot on 10 May.  On 17 May he marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion at Etaples and from there marched out to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 12 June 1917 where he was taken on strength of 3ATC on 15 June 1917.  Daniel was due his Blue Chevrons on 20 October 1917.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914.
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Daniel marched out of 3ATC for return to Australia and demobilisation on 22 April 1919.  He was admitted to the 39th General Hospital on 24 April and after a 3 day stay in hospital marched in to the Australian Base Depot on 27 April.  He left France for England on 28 April 1919.  

He left England on board Swakopmund on 15 June, disembarking at Melbourne on 2 August 1919. 

Discharged from the A.I.F. on 9 September 1919, Daniel was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  He did not collect the medals and they were returned to Depot in May 1923.

The Electoral Roll of 1919 & 1921 records Daniel Vincent Wentworth, labourer, living at Kerrisdale, Victoria.  Laurence Wentworth, a labourer, & Matthew Wentworth, a farmer, were also living at Kerrisdale.

Daniel married Mary Veronica McLure in Victoria in 1921.  Mary was the daughter of Alexander McLure and Honora Cecelia Egan.
He received his medals in February 1924 at Annuello Post Office, Victoria.

The 1924 thru 1936 Electoral Rolls record Daniel Vincent, line repairer, and Mary Veronica Wentworth living at Annuello, Victoria.
1937 Electoral Roll records Daniel Vincent, farmer, and Mary Veronica Wentworth living at Mount Best, via Foster, Victoria.
Daniel enlisted for service in WW2:


In the 1943 Electoral Roll Daniel Vincent, Labourer, and Mary Veronica Wentworth are living at Duke Street, Yea, Victoria.
His service and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Melbourne in January 1944.
The 1954 Electoral Roll records Daniel Vincent, Labourer, and Mary Veronica Wentworth living at Duke Street, Yea, Victoria.  Daniel Vincent Wentworth junior is a labourer at Kerrisdale.
1963 Electoral Roll: Daniel Vincent, Labourer, and Mary Veronica Wentworth living at Duke Street, Yea, Victoria.  John William Wentworth is a welder also living at Duke Street, Yea.
1967 Electoral Roll: Daniel Vincent, no occupation, and Mary Veronica Wentworth living at Duke Street, Yea, Victoria.
Daniel Vincent Wentworth died on 3 August 1971 at Yea, Victoria and was buried in the Yea Lawn Cemetery.
The 1972 Electoral Roll records Mary Veronica Wentworth still living at Duke Street, Yea, Victoria.
Mary Veronica Wentworth, born Yea, Victoria in 1899, died at Heidelberg, Victoria in 1973, aged 73.  Mary was buried with Daniel in the Yea Lawn Cemetery. 
Allan Vincent Wentworth, son of Daniel Vincent and Mary Veronica (nee McLure) Wentworth died at Magtang, Victoria in 1934, aged 12.
PRIVATE MICHAEL MARK WENTWORTH
7 - 10th infantry Brigade
Michael Mark Wentworth was born on 14 September 1893 at Kerrisdale, Victoria.  He enlisted on 14 February 1916 and embarked from Melbourne on HMAT A11 Ascanius on 27 May 1916, disembarking at Devonport, England on 18 July.

He proceeded overseas to France on 22 November 1916 to join the 10th Brigade Headquarters.  Michael had more than his fair share of illnesses which kept him firmly based with Headquarters for the duration of the war, latterly as a driver. 
He returned to Australia August 1919 and was discharged from the A.I.F. in October, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Michael married Lillian May Stuart on 7 November 1923 at Yea, Victoria. 
Michael died on 20 May 1970 at Kilmore, Victoria.
Lillian died on 28 December 1977 at Parkmore, Victoria.
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Addendum:

Laurence Luke Wentworth born 1889 Son of Matthew & Mary Ann (nee Ahern) Wentworth


Died 1962

Matthew Ryan Wentworth born 1886 Son of Matthew & Mary Ann (nee Ahern) Wentworth

Married Sarah Grace (Brace) 1912 – a son Charles James died in 1942 / 2nd son Allan Robert died 1972 / 3rd son  Samual Britton died 1967

Married Rita Victoria Harrison 1936
Hannah Wentworth born 1882 daughter of Matthew & Mary Ann (nee Ahern) Wentworth


Died 2 July 1917


Married James White? Married William Henry White in 1906

James William Wentworth died 1926 son of Matthew & Mary Ann (nee Ahern) Wentworth

The tragedy was compounded by the presence, in the same company, of his younger brother, Sapper 6071 Daniel Wentworth who had joined two weeks earlier.  Vernon Williamson survived his wound but after a long period of hospitalisation he was eventually invalided out of the AIF in July 1918.  Sapper Montgomery was immediately arrested and subjected to a Field General Court Martial, found guilty of negligence and sentenced to fourteen days of Field Punishment No.1, a harsh penalty by Australian military standards.  He went on to serve his term of service with the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company and was wounded, being gassed in March 1918.


Note 1 to Chapter 7 of ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, Damien Finlason,  pp 426





July 1, 1917, the first anniversary of the launch of the Somme offensive, fell just days after a raid by the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company at Hill 70 that left its young CO dead.  The anniversary was also notable for the futile death of another of the company’s number.  On that solemn day Sapper 6072 John Wentworth was resting at the company’s camp in Bracquement outside Nouex-les-Mines.  It happened that nearby, a fellow tunneller, Sapper 6885 Walter Montgomery, was cleaning his standard Short Magazine Lee Enfield 0.303 calibre rifle unaware that a live ammunition round was in the breech.  The weapon discharged just as its barrel happened to be pointed towards Sapper Wentworth.  The high velocity bullet passed through one of Wentworth’s thighs, shattering the bone and causing a large exit wound.  The bullet continued on, striking another hapless sapper, 6078 Vernon Williamson in the knee.  Both stricken sappers were quickly removed to a nearby casualty clearing station but John Wentworth’s leg wounds were so severe that he succumbed to them.


‘Crumps and Camouflets’, Damien Finlason,  pp 219





Yea Chronicle, Victoria – Thursday 13 September 1917:


News From Our Boys.


The following extracts are from letters received by Mrs M. Wentworth, of Kerrisdale, from her son, Private Dan Wentworth, who is "somewhere in France":


"We are having fine weather over here now, and France is looking beautiful, as the summer here is just like spring in Australia, and all the fields around where I am billited are just like a garden in Australia, as there is nearly every flower that you can mention growing wild.


I only wish that you and Dad could stand the sea journey, and when I go back we could come over for a trip, as it is just lovely now; but it is a dog in the winter, but I am quite sure that we will not have to put another winter in here, that is if things go on like they are at present, but if the Germans are not beaten by then I am quite content to stay here for two more winters, as I could never leave here contented (after what I have seen) until they are properly beaten.


In some of the villages around here they have taken the men's wives up to the trenches with them, and they are always shelling towns with no one in them but women and children: I am in perfect health, and I only hope that this will find all at home the same.  I know Jack's death is a great blow to us all, but I trust in God to look after you all at home.  I have written to Mick and told him all about it.  I only hope that God will spare him to get home safe and sound.


Well; mother, I will say au revoir for the present.  Remember me to all as I have not time to write to everyone.


Cont.





Yea Chronicle, Victoria – Thursday 28 March 1918:


Australian Red Cross Society


(Information Bureau).


The following will serve as an illustration of the immense amount of trouble the information bureau of the Australian Red Cross Society (Victorian Division) go to in order to obtain information for the relatives of soldiers who ask for such.  The instance here related refers to Sapper J. T. Wentworth, of Kerrisdale, and was


furnished to his mother :





Our agents have now forwarded us the following further reports in regard to the death of the above named soldier.





Pte T. Mulhall, No. 6017, 3rd Tunnelling Company, has stated:-“I was at his funeral at ------ in an old civilian cemetery there.  His brother, of same unit, and Sapper Robert Greer was also present. I was told Wentworth was shot by accident in billets. He is buried near Major Coulter, of the same unit.”


Sapper E. A. Thomas, No. 3846, 3rd Tunnelling Company, has stated:- “I knew Wentworth's brother, who told me that J. Wentworth was badly wounded in the groin, and that he had been taken to the hospital at Noeux-les-Mines, and that he was with his brother in the hospital when he died two or three days later.  He said he was buried in Brackemont cemetery.  The brother was up the line when I came away on the 1st December.”





Pte B. D. Cahill, No. 974, 3rd Tunnelling Company, has stated:-“Wentworth was shot whilst sitting in a dugout, by accidental discharge of a rifle at Bracquemont billets, being shot through both legs.  


I was there in another dugout the morning he was shot and went in shortly after hearing the shot.  He died at a hospital after amputation and is buried at Hersin cemetery.”





Sgt. D. V. Wentworth, 3rd Tunnelling Company, on 8th December, wrote to our agents as follows:-


“Your letter to hand enquiring about my brother's death.  He died in hospital on 1st July, 1917, from wounds accidently inflicted by one of his own mates.  I was with my brother from the time he got wounded until he died, and I am pleased to say he had an easy death, and he was buried in a very pretty cemetery in France, of which the company have got a corner in which they bury the dead of this company.  I have written home and also to my other brother who is some where in France and let them know everything about the death of my brother.”





Pte G. R. Chisnall, No 1346, 3rd Tunneling Company, has stated:- “Wentworth was accidentally killed in the hut while a man was cleaning his rifle, a bullet going through Williams' knee and Wentworth.  His wound was dressed, and he was taken to the 7th Casualty Clearing Station at Brachquemont, Noeux-les-Mines, and died the following day.  I know no further particulars of his buriel. He had a brother, Dan Wentworth, and he is now with the company.”








Yea Chronicle, Victoia – Thursday 13 September 1917:


News From Our Boys.


Cont.


"Your welcome letter received to-day, dated 16th April. I hope all at home will take the sad news about Jack not too hard, as it was God's will, I suppose, that we were to part, but, mother, there is one thing, he lived to see a priest; I was with him the three days he was bad, and he was in his proper senses all the time, His last words to me were if anything happened to him I was to tell you not to worry at home, for he knew what he had to face before he left Australia. I am getting a stone to place on his grave; with his name and unit on it--something that will last.


So, mother, try and cheer yourself and dad, as things could have been worse.  He is buried in a pretty little graveyard miles behind the lines, in a place where the Germans never were, I am in perfect health, and not having too bad a time, but Jack's death came as a great shock to me, but I have given up worrying now, for with all our worry it will not bring him back to us, so, dear, for the sake of all of us, try and look after your-self, and trust in God to look after him; It was to be, I suppose, and the same thing might have happened in Australia. I hope you are getting my letters all right, as I have not received any-letter from Australia till to-day for some weeks."





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











Yea Chronicle, Victoria – Thursday 4 July 1918:


In Memoriam.


WENTWORTH.- In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Sapper J. T. Wentworth, who died of wounds, in France, on the 1st July 1917.  Also our dear daughter and sister, Hannah White, who died on the 4th July, 1917.  Brother and sister reunited. R.I.P.


We often think of days gone by,


When we were altogether;


A sadness over our life was cast,


Our dear Jack gone for ever.


Your end came suddenly, dear Jack,


It made us weep and cry,


And Oh ! It was so hard to think we could


not say good bye. Our brave hero.


We saw her suffering day by day,


It caused us bitter grief


To see her slowly pine away,


And could not give relief.


-Inserted by father, mother, brothers and sisters.





Yea Chronicle, Victoria – Thursday 17 July 1919:


In Memoriam.


WENTWORTH-- In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Sapper J. T. Wentworth, who died in France, 1st July, 1917, and our dear daughter and sister, Hannah White, who died at Yea, 4th July, 1917.  Also dear mother. R.I.P.


Oh do not ask us if we miss them,


There is such a vacant place;


Can we ever forget their footsteps,


Or their dear familiar face.


The silent grief that's in our souls


No human eye can trace;


For many a broken heart lies


Hidden behind a smiling face.


Inserted by father, sisters, and brothers.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 12/10/18, a Musketry and Bayonet Fighting competition between Tunnelling Coys. in the 5th Army took place at the 5th Army Mine School at Linghem.


	Two teams were chosen from the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy. to compete on that day, and on the 1st of the month (October) the teams were taken in hand by Lieut J.B. Shaw MC who supervised the musketry practice and the training in bayonet fighting exercises carried out by Sgt L.M. Forsyth.  On the day of the contest our teams acquitted themselves well.  There were four events and our teams won two first, one second and one fourth position, and also gained first prize in the aggregate.


1st Prize in Bullet and Bayonet open Contest						Bronze Medallion


1st Prize in Grouping 100 yds. Disappearing Target 200 yds. and Rapid 200 yds.		Silver Medal	


1st Prize Aggregate Score throughout,							Silver Cup


	A great deal of the credit for the success of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy’s teams in these competitions was due to Sgt Forsyth for the energetic interest he took in training the men in Bayonet exercises.


	The C.O., Major Sanderson, with 5 officers and Sgt Forsyth accompanied the teams to Linghem, which consisted of: - Lieut R. De Passey


		“A” Team						“B” Team


	1191	Cpl	Taylor, J			4274	Sgt	Bickford, W


	4481	Spr	Suiter, R.J.			8004	L/Cpl	Noble, N.M.


	6631	Spr	Jones, W.E.A.			7653	Spr	Coe, J.P.


	5784	Spr	Millane, J.A.			6071	Spr	Wentworth, D.V.


	6762	Spr	Brewer, J.R.			1247	Spr	Ashford, S.F.


	7307	Spr	Emmett, H			5993	Spr	Griffin, W.H.


	2478	Spr	Hubbard, E.L.			5844	Spr	Tainsh, H	


	The bronze medallion was awarded to Lieut De Passey and “A” Team and the Silver medal to Lieut De Passey and “B” Team.


	The Cup will probably find a resting place in the Australian War Museum.


	All prizes were suitable inscribed.





AWM Image ID: E01648


February 1918: Craters being blown by the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company for tank defence trials near Tank Corps Headquarters at Bermicourt in France.





AWM Image ID: E04603


Bermicourt, France. 10 February 1918. A tank struggling to climb out of a shell crater during a test at Bermicourt. Identified: Motor Transport Driver Rolfe (1); 4354 Sapper (Spr) C. Hitchins (2); Spr D. Wentworth (3); Spr W. C. Benson (4); Major (Maj) Tullock, Commanding Officer (CO) 185th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers (5); Maj North, CO 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company (6); Maj A. Sanderson DSO MC, CO 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (7). See E04603K for position of those named in this caption.





WENTWORTH, DANIEL VINCENT


Service Number: 		V4717


Date of Birth:			10 Sep 1891


Place of Birth:	 		YEA, VIC


Date of Enlistment:		30 Jul 1940


Locality on Enlistment:		YEA, VIC


Place of Enlistment:		ROYAL PARK, VIC


Next of Kin:			WENTWORTH, MARY


Date of Discharge:		14 Dec 1943


Rank:				Private


Posting at Discharge:		1 AUST COM TNG BN








