SAPPER DANIEL WELSH
7806 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Daniel Welsh was born Dodridge, Ormiston, East Lothian, Scotland on 28 May, 1886 the son of Bridget Welsh.  In 1891 the family were residing at Dodridge, Ormiston and members of the household were Ann Welsh (59) retired domestic servant, her daughters Annie (29) and Bridget (24) agricultural labourers with May Ann (11), James (8) and Daniel (5) grandchildren and scholars.
A decade later his mother had married Francis McManus and they were residents at the House of Muir and were Francis (32) coal miner, Bridget (32), Daniel (14), James (4), Annie (3) and Mary (1mth).

Daniel came to Queensland, Australia before 1912 and went to work as a miner near Ipswich and was living at Tanycoed, Blackstone from 1912 to 1915 then changed to Bundamba.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 16 October, 1916 the single twenty-eight-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination but dental treatment was required.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms 5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-97cms (36-38½ins) and had a fair complexion with green eyes that tested to good vision in one eye and very poor eyesight in the other and his hair was brown.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his left forearm and religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Bridget McManus of Main Street, Ormiston, East Lothian, Scotland.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks on October 24 until 17 March, 1917 when allotted to the Miners’ Depot and final home leave was taken from 23rd to 27th March. 
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He received a parcel from the Bundamba Comforts Club and wrote a letter of thanks which was mentioned in the: 

On 19 April was sent to the Compound Company at Lytton Camp, Brisbane remaining a patient there until 30 July, 1917 returning to the Miners’ Depot.  On 8 August was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria then left for further instruction at Bendigo on August 31.  Recruits returned to Seymour on 2 November being placed with the November, 1917 Reinforcements for the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7806.  The Reinforcements left for Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne for an overnight stay on November 20 in preparation for departure.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day. They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5. Boarding on January 8, 1918 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarked at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the English Channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918. A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.  
The Reinforcements proceeded overseas from Southampton to France on 2 March, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Left the Aust Corps Depot on 8 March for attachment to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were experiencing heavy artillery activity.
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company reported the following on the day he arrived:

”13/3/18

Enemy artillery activity still intense, 20,000 gas shells fired on the Corps front, no further cases of gassing. In expectation of an attack at daylight a very heavy fire was kept on his trenches and communications from midnight to daylight.  No infantry action developed.

Sections reorganised after the heavy casualties and work proceeded with.
Weather fine.

80 men marched in from A.G.B.D.”
He was wounded in action on 18 May, 1918 suffering the effects of gas poisoning and taken to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance moving to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station then entered a day later the 1st Canadian General Hospital in Etaples.  On May 24 was transferred to the 72nd General Hospital at Tronville remaining a patient there until 13 June then to convalesce at the Aust Convalescent Depot at Havre and discharged to Base “A” on June 27 returning to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on July 2 and re-joined his unit two days later.
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His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:   
He went sick on 22 July, 1918 to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance admitted with pleurodynia (uncommon complication of Coxsackie-virus B infection causing upper respiratory tract and gastro-enteric infections) then sent to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station.  On 2 August was conveyed on Ambulance Train to Etretat entering the 1st General Hospital the following day.  Invalided to England on 22 August on the hospital ship Grantilly Castle with P.U.O (pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital in Edgbaston. Birmingham with severe P.U.O.  
He was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on August 30 then discharged to furlough on 12 September and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on September 28.
Marched in from Headquarters, London as ordered staying until 9 October and left for the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  

In the Casualty List No. 435 his name was among those listed in the:
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Marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade on 26 October, 1918 at Longbridge, Deverill and was there when Peace was declared. 
Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Sandhill AWL from 0001hrs 13/11/18 until 1600hrs 13/11/18


Award:

2 day’s pay by Major Fuhrman 14/11/18


Total forfeiture:
3 day’s pay.

Proceeded overseas to France on 21 November, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles then left to re-join his unit on November 26 arriving on 9 December.

Went sick on 11 December, 1918 to the 47th Casualty Clearing Station then on to the 55th C.C.S. and conveyed a day later on Ambulance Train no.21 to Havre and admitted to the 7th General Hospital with a social disease.   On 20 December was transferred to the 39th General Hospital until 15 January, 1919 when invalided to England entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital in Bulford for further treatment of a social disease.  After 123 days of curative care was discharged on 12 April to the Convalescent Training Brigade at Parkhouse then after recuperating returned to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on April 29.
On 3 July, 1919 was granted Special Leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) to study coal mining 1D3 attending A.G. Mons & Co. at Walkerall Collieries, Smeaton with pay only.  He was taken on strength with Headquarters, London.  Leave was cancelled on 16 August and returned to London and transferred back to the 2nd Tunnelling company leaving to return to Sutton Veny where he worked at the Kit Stores.

On 3 November, 1919 marched out to Headquarters for disposal but was taken on strength with the A.I.F. Depots in UK while awaiting his voyage home.  After demobilisation Sapper Welsh embarked for Australia on 18 December, 1919 on the H.T. Konigin Luise.  The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 7 February, 1920.

His Will was returned to the 1st Military District on 3 March, 1920.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 10 March, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (32397) and the Victory Medal (30436) were issued to Sapper 7806 Daniel Welsh, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country. 

A welcome home to Bundamba was given in appreciation to the returned soldiers with the event reported in the:


In 1921 his address was care of Cassidy, Jacaranda Street, Booval with the occupation of miner and later Violetta, Canning Street, North Ipswich with the same occupation.
He was injured in a mining accident in 1924 which was reported in the:


He married on 25 January, 1928 to Dorothea Margaret Kimpson.
In 1930 he was accidentally injured while chopping wood with the news reported in the:


The couple moved to 1 Lennon’s Lane North Ipswich where the following took place and advertised in the:


He appeared before the Ipswich Police Court with the proceedings published in the:


Mrs Dorothea M. Welsh died on 24 November, 1936 with arrangements published in the:

Daniel placed the following in the Bereavement notice column in the:


He remarried in August 1941 to Margaret MacKintosh and they were living at 1 Lennon Lane, North Ipswich where he worked as a miner where they remained.  In 1958 their house number changed to 23 Lennon Lane.
Base Records received a request for a copy of his service records from the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded to them on 4 December, 1950.

Daniel Welsh passed away on 7 May, 1959 aged 72 years.  Interment took place in Roman Catholic portion 3A of Ipswich General Cemetery within row 25 in grave no. 36 and has a Commonwealth War Grave.

Reinforcements - Sapper D. Welsh


 in The Queenslander supplement issue of 2 June, 1917
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Queensland Times Tuesday October 10, 1916:


LOCAL RECRUITING


The local recruiting medical officer (Dr M. Patterson) yesterday examined four volunteers.  He deferred one for three months and accepted the other three—namely Thomas, Barclay, Charles Rolstin, and Daniel Welsh.





Queensland Times Wednesday May 2, 1917:


MILITARY ITEMS


Mrs Joe Perrett, president, and Mrs A. Auld, secretary of the Bundamba Soldiers’ Comforts Club, have received a number of letters from recipients of parcels forwarded by the club to soldiers abroad, in France and elsewhere.  Sapper D. Welsh, of the Engineers’ Camp, Enoggera, wrote thanking the Bundamba ladies for their parcel.    


Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Thursday June 20, 1918:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST NO. 410 – WOUNDED


Spr. Daniel Welsh, Scotland (gas)							Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Monday October 21, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALLTY LIST NO. 435 – ILL


Spr. Daniel Welsh, Scotland (prev. rep. w’ded)						Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Monday May 24, 1920:


APPRECIATION OF SOLDIERS


A welcome home was recently extended at Bundamba to a number of soldiers lately returned from overseas.  Mr D.A. Gledson, M.L.A., presided, and welcomes were accorded and presentations made to Corporal J.H. Routledge, Privates J. Allan, J.J. Andrews, N.B. Morton, A. Sharp, N. Smith, C.J. Perrett, H. Lawson, R.A. Perrett, F. Shanis, D. Welch and A. Kilpatrick, Bugler W.D. Maclean and Sapper G. Andrews.





Queensland Times Tuesday January 29, 1924:


ACCIDENT IN MINE


Mr D. Welsh, of Canning-street, Ipswich, whole working in the Blackheath Colliery yesterday morning, was injured with one of the wooden props.  The ambulance was summoned and attended him for slight injuries to the head, and a lacerated and contused wound on the hand.  He was conveyed to the Ipswich Hospital and, after attention, was allowed to return home.





Brisbane Courier Thursday May 22, 1930:


COUNTRY NEWS – IPSWICH


ACCIDENTS—While Daniel Welsh, a miner employed at Blackheath Colliery, and living at Pine-street, was chopping wood yesterday morning, a piece flow up and struck him in the eye.  He had to receive attention at the General Hospital.





Queensland Times Monday April 6, 1931:


FOUND


FOUND, Lady’s Handbag, containing sum of money.  Apply D. Welsh, Lennon’s-lane, North Ipswich.





Queensland Times Tuesday September 8, 1931:


POLICE RAIDS – ILLEGAL BETTING CASES - £129 IN FINES


Saturday’s raids by the police had their sequel in the Ipswich Police Court before a crowded gallery yesterday morning, when fines totalling £129 were imposed of offenders by the P.M. Mr W. Simpson.  Each of the following who were charged with having been found in a common gaming room without a lawful excuse, each was fined £2, in default four day’s imprisonment: Daniel Welsh (42, miner)				


Article abridged





Queensland Times Thursday November 26, 1936:


OBITUARY – MRS D.M. WELSH


After a brief illness Mrs Dorothea Margaret Welsh died on Tuesday, at the age of 35 years.  Born in Chesham, Buckinghamshire, England the late Mrs Welsh came to Australia with her parents 10 years ago.  She was married in 1927 in Ipswich, and resided there till her death.  She was highly respected by a large circle of friends.  The funeral left the residence of her parents, Mr and Mrs R. Kimpton, The Terrace, North Ipswich, yesterday afternoon, and Rev. A.C. Hawley, of the North Ipswich Methodist Church, officiated at the graveside.  Besides her husband, Mrs Welsh leaves two children, Richard Kevin and Dorothy Joan, two brothers Messrs Frederick and Richard Kimpton (Ipswich) and one sister, Miss Lillian Kimpton (Ipswich), to mourn her loss.





Queensland Times, Ipswich, Qld. - Wednesday 25 November 1936:


FUNERALS


WELSH.—The Relatives and Friends of Mr. D. WELSH are invited to attend the Funeral of his deceased Wife (DOROTHEA MARGARET WELSH), to leave the Residence of her Parents (Mr. and Mrs. R. Kimpton), The Terrace, North Ipswich, at 4 o'clock, THIS (WEDNESDAY) AFTERNOON, for the Ipswich Cemetery.





Queensland Times Wednesday December 2, 1936:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICE


MR D. WELSH desires to express THANKS to Dr Cooney, Dr Trumpy, Dr Agnew and the Nursing Staff of the Ipswich General Hospital, for their kind attention to his wife, while an inmate of the hospital; also to all who sent messages of sympathy and floral tributes during his recent bereavement.





Bundamba War Memorial and Tablet containing his name


Photos sourced from Memorials Queensland website and contributed by Dave Turner





His Commonwealth War Grave in Ipswich General Cemetery, Qld


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website 


contributed by Annie here lies





His name is commemorated on the War Memorial, Bundamba.
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