SAPPER ALBERT WILLIAM WELCH

320 – Mining Corps / 2363 – Home Service / 2296 – Munition Worker

Middlesex, England was stated to be the birthplace of Albert William Welch about 1872.  He came to Australia.

At the recruiting depot on October 8, 1915 the forty-four year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed but have been lost.  Details that survive are his religious faith of Church of England and nominated his friend Mrs Marion Rubina Johnson of 656 Botany Road, Alexandria, Sydney in lieu of next-of-kin.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ at the same time.
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He would have completed basic training and assigned to the Mining Corps at Casula camp who were in their establishment stage.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 320.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged to Marseilles, France via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  

It is possible that Sapper Welch took ill while at Blackboy Hill camp therefore did not re-embark on the transport and was returned to Sydney, NSW for he was discharged from the Miners Corps on May 15, 1916 after serving 282 days.

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW on November 28, 1917 he re-applied to enlist for Home Service.  Passing the preliminary medical examination details reveal the forty-five year old unmarried labourer from Brockesby, NSW stood 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, passed the eye test with good vision and had a chest expansion of 94-99cms (37-39ins).  A notation on his application states his birthplace was Laling, London.  His application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed adding further particulars of his weight of 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a sallow complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his faith.  He had been rejected previously for home service and advised his previous service with the Mining Corps.  

He reported to Holdsworthy camp the next day where a further medical examination took place.  Personal particulars reveal he had good physical development and six vaccination scars from various times.  Slight defects recorded were tattoo marks on both his arms and chest and a history of tissue removal from his mouth.  Slight piles were also noted.  No next-of-kin was nominated as both parents were dead.

Private Welch was assigned to ‘C Coy’ and given the regimental number 2363 to serve as a guard at the German Concentration Camp.

After ninety-one days service he was discharged on February 27, 1918 to join Munition Workers abroad.  As a War Worker his agreement was signed on February 28 and he embarked for England on March 2, 1918.  After the war this agreement was terminated in England by mutual consent on January 18, 1919.

As Sapper Welch did not serve abroad with the A.I.F. he was ineligible for any War Medals.

A letter was written to the Department of Immigration in Sydney dated April 21, 1957 in respect of service of Albert William Welch during the 1914/18 War by 3130286 Sergeant W. Welch of “D Coy”, 4/5 Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers (TA), Drill Hall, Townhead Street, Cumnock, Ayrshire, Scotland.

Base Records replied on May 29, 1957 after searching records disclosing his three periods of service with the Australian Services.  The writer advised that the former soldier did not receive any decoration and particulars of his private life were unknown to them.
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AWM Image ID: A05272 - Liverpool, Sydney, NSW. November 1915. Group portrait of officers, Non-commissioned Officers and sappers of No. 1 Company of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, a New South Wales unit, prior to their embarkation on HMAT (A38) Ulysses, 20 February 1916. 


Back row, left to right: Private (Pte) W. Johnston; Pte A. Edwards; Pte W. West; Pte E. E. Davis (holding the Mining Corps flag). 


Ninth row: Pte R. Dewar, Senior; Pte W. ?Coppin; 152 Pte William George Judd; Pte A. P. Judd; 153 Pte Daniel Sidney Judd; Pte E. Walters; Pte T. H. Miller; Pte H. B. Hutchinson; Pte A. R. French; Pte S. A. Spicer; Pte C. C. McConnell; Pte D. McConnell; Pte F. Stevens; Pte H. Gordon; Pte A. W. Welsh.   (Albert William Welch – appears to be wearing campaign medal)
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