STAFF SERGEANT FREDERICK ARTHUR WEEKS

319 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust. Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company
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Born at Newtown, New South Wales (NSW) in 1891, the son of Robert and Ada J (nee Hargraves) Weeks. 

Frederick completed and signed that ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ at Sydney on 13 August 1915, stating that he was mechanic by trade and had completed a 5-year apprenticeship (Electric).  

A medical examination on the same day recorded that he was 23 years and 10 months of age.  He was 5ft 5½ins tall and weighed 168 lbs.  He had a fair complexion, grey eyes and fair hair and was of the Church of England faith.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother Mrs. Ada Weeks of 28 Wigram Road, Glebe Point, NSW.

Frederick signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 30 August 1915 at Holdsworthy, NSW and was appointed to No.1 Company of the newly formed Australian Mining Corps.
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Frederick embarked with the Mining Corps on board Ulysses on 20 February 1916.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  

The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  

The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  

Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
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No.1 Company became the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC).  Many 1ATC members trained with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company to gain experience, but most of the units work was at Hill 60.  Later in the war 1ATC constructed of the Hooge Crater dugouts.

Frederick was transferred to the AEMMBC and taken on strength on 30 September 1916.  On 24 October he was promoted to 2nd Corporal and the next day to Corporal.  He was promoted to Staff Sergeant on 11 August 1918.

The AEMMBC, with a strength of little more than 300 men, was employed along the entire Western Front providing lighting and ventilation to dugouts and boring for water supplies where needed.  They worked with all 5 Armies of the British Expeditionary Force. 

On 31 July 1919, Frederick married Dorothy Kate Priday, the 21-year-old spinster daughter of Bridge Keeper Albert Joseph Priday.  The marriage was solemnized at the Parish Church of Hardewicke where the couple were living.  
Frederick left London on 9 January 1920 on board Megantic for return to Australia, disembarking at Melbourne on 20 February 1920.  Dorothy accompanied him on the voyage.

Frederick Arthur Weeks was discharged from the A.I.F. at Melbourne on 21 April 1920, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 
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The 1924 Electoral Roll records Frederick, motor mechanic, and Dorothy living at 3 Navigator Street, Maribyrnong, Victoria.  

By 1931 the couple have moved to 192 Napier Street, Essendon where Frederick is an engineer. 

The 1936 Roll records Frederick, an engineer, living at 47 Rose Street, Essendon while Dorothy is recorded at 2 Richardson Street, Essendon.

In November 1942 his military and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Melbourne.

In 1943 Dorothy is a munitions worker living at 336 Melbourne Road, Newport, Victoria.

In 1949 the Electoral roll records Frederick living at Wharf, Maribyrnong Street, Footscray and working as a motor mechanic.  The Roll for that year also records Dorothy living at 862 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds with Ronald Charles Weeks, student.  In 1950 they moved to 43 Buckley Street, Ronald now employed as a clerk and Dorothy still a munition worker.
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Frederick Arthur Weeks died on 24 April 1950, aged 55 years.  
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He was buried on 26 April 1950 in the Fawkner Cemetery, Melbourne in the Church of England Section T, grave 8444.  
His grave is unmarked.
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In 1954 Ronald is a book keeper and Dorothy a munition worker living at 24 Southey Street, St Kilda.  Dorothy is still at the Southey Street address and still a munition worker through to 1968.

From 1972 through to 1980 Dorothy is retired and living at 5/22 Kingsley Street, Elwood with Ronald Charles Weeks, clerk.

Ryerson Index records a Funeral Notice for Dorothy Kate Weeks on 5 March 1991, published in The Age, Melbourne, on 4 March 1991. 
© Donna Baldey 2013 / 2022
www.tunnellers.net
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From the Parr Family Tree by kind permission of Lynne Parr:

Robert Weeks was born on Sunday 2nd October 1868 at East Kempsey, McLeay River NSW. He was the youngest of his parents’ eleven children. His father was William Weeks, a Labourer, from Bristol England and his mother was Mary Theresa Weeks (néé Slattery) from Kilkenny Ireland.

Nothing is known of his early life or his education.

Robert Weeks initially enlisted in the Australian Army at Liverpool NSW on the 20-12-1915. His records note that he was 44 years 2 months of age, 5' 5 1/2" high, weighed 156 lbs, fresh complexion, blue eyes, religion C.E., and a Fitter by trade. He was allotted Regimental Number 6154 and appointed to the Dubbo Base Camp as a Private (Staff Cook). At that time he indicated that he was married and his wife lived at 71 Addison Road Manly, this would appear to be incorrect. He was discharged at his own request on the 8-6-1916.

He re-enlisted at Moore Park NSW on the 10-7-1916 and was again allotted Army Number 6154 with the rank of Private. His records note that he was 44 years 9 months old, 5' 6" high, weighed 133 lbs, medium complexion, blue eyes, fair hair, religion C.E. and a Fitter by trade. On his re-enlistment he gave as his next of kin his niece, Pearl Turner, of 2 Belvoir Street, Redfern.

He embarked in Sydney on the 31st October 1916, for England, as a member of the 17th Reinforcements, 23rd Infantry Battalion per "HMAT Argyllshire", disembarking at Plymouth England on the 10th January 1917. 

He proceeded to France on the 9th May 1917, transferring to the Australian Veterinary Hospital at Calais on the 15th May 1917.

He was returned to England sick on the 6th August 1917 and discharged, in England, on the 21st February 1918 as Medically Unfit. He was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 

After his discharge he remained in England working as a munitions worker.

Robert Weeks died at Wakefield England from Influenza & Pneumonia on the 2nd March 1919 Aged 50. 

He is buried at Wakefield England.

Robert Weeks and Ada Jane Hargraves married at Christ Church St.Laurence Church of England, Sydney on the 29th October 1890. He was described as a Batchelor, a Labourer and aged 22 and she as a Spinster, a Servant and aged 19. His parents were listed as William Weeks & Mary Theresa Weeks (néé Slattery) and her parents as William Hargraves & Mary Ann Hargraves (néé Mills) The Minister was Chas.F.Garnsey with the witnesses being George F. Mills & George T. Millington.
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Frederick Arthur Weeks enlisted in the AIF on the 30-8-1915 at Holdsworthy NSW. He was allotted Army No.319 and the rank of Private.  On enlistment he was described as being 23 years 10 months of age,5' 5 1/2" high, 168 lbs weight, 41" chest, fair complexion, grey eyes, fair hair, C of E , a mechanic and next of kin mother Mrs Ada Weeks 28 Wigram Road Glebe. He embarked on the 20th February 1916 in Sydney on the "HMAT Ullyses" with the 1st Company of the Mining Corps.He was appointed Lance Corporal on the 14th August 1916 and proceeded to France where he was on the 30th September 1916 taken onto the strength of the Electrical, Mechanical Mining and Boring Company. He was promoted to Corporal on the 25th October 1916, to Sergeant on the 11th August 1917. He was recommended for the Military Medal on the 23rd September 1917 but the recommendation was not approved.    

He married Dorothy Kate Priday on the 31st July 1919 at Hardwicke Gloustershire.

He embarked on the 9th January 1920 for Australia on the "H.T.Megantic" accompanied by his wife. 

They disembarked in Melbourne on the 20-2-1920.  He was discharged in Melbourne on the 21-4-1920. 

He was awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medal.

Following the birth of his son his marriage to Dorothy Kate Priday broke up, but no divorce occurred.
He worked as an Automotive Mechanic and was later the manager of the service workshop of a Meat Distribution Company.

Dorothy Kate Priday was born c.1898 in England, her father being Albert Joseph Priday.   
After his retirement he purchased a WW2 surplus motor launch. On the 22-4-1950 he fell from his boat into the Maribyrnong River at the Fitzroy Wharf, Footscray, Victoria and his body was recovered the next day by the Police. The coroner verdict was death by drowning or heart failure. He was aged 58 years when he died. He is buried in the Fawkner Cemetery Melbourne.
Reginald Royal Weeks on the 16th June 1917 enlisted in the 1st AIF at Sydney. He was allotted Army No.3400 with the rank of Private.  On enlistment he was 5' 6" high, 126 lbs weight, 34"- 36" chest, fair complexion, blue eyes, fair hair, C of E, Labourer, With a mole on back of his neck and a birthmark below right knee, next of kin mother Ada Weeks 107 Myers Street Geelong, 

He embarked on the 2nd August 1917 in Sydney on the ""HMAT Miliades" with the 8th Reinforcements, 36th Battalion. He disembarked on the 2nd October 1917 in Glasgow Scotland. He proceeded on the 27th March 1918 to France via Southampton. On the 21st April 1918 he was taken on the strength of the 36th Battalion and then on the 30th April 1918 on the strength of the 33rd Battalion. He was killed in Action on the 7th May 1918 near Morlancourt.
He has no known grave but is Commemorated at the Villers Bretonneux Memorial in France. He is also commemorated on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra and the War Memorial at Gosford.
He was awarded the British War medal and the Victory Medal.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission:

Weeks, Reginald Royal

Cemetery: Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Country: France

Area: Somme

Rank: Private

Official Number: 3400

Unit: 33rd Bn. Australian Infantry A.I.F.

7th May 1918. Age 18. Son of Robert and Ada Jane Weeks of 21 Little Myer St. Geelong Victoria. Born in New South Wales.

Robert Edgar Weeks enlisted on the 5th August 1915 in the 1st AIF at Holdsworthy, he was allotted the Army No. 1698 with the rank of Trooper. On enlistment he was 5' 7" high, 140 lbs weight, 34 1/2" chest, fair complexion, blue eyes, fair hair, C of E, Butcher, next of kin mother Mrs Ada Weeks 113 McKillop Street Geelong. He embarked on the 2nd November 1915 in Sydney on the "HMAT Euripides" with the 11th Reinforcements, 7th Light Horse Regiment. He disembarked in the Middle East. On the 5th January 1916 he transferred to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade Headquarters at Maadi, on the 25th July 1916 to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade Machine Gun Squadron, on the 25th October 1916 to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade Field Post Office and then attached on the 27th February 1917 to the Australian Headquarters and posted to duty at the Postal Corps in Cairo. 
On the 17th May 1917 he was attached to the 3rd Light Horse Brigade Field Post Office at Marakeb. 
He was promoted on the 30th September 1918 to Corporal and attached for duty to the Anzac Divisional Headquarters. He was promoted to Staff Sergeant on the 23rd December 1918 and transferred to Australian Divisional Headquarters.
He embarked on the 26th July 1919 on the "HT Burma" for Australia disembarking in Sydney on the 22nd November 1919.
He was awarded the 1914/15 Star, The British War medal and the Victory Medal. 
He married Daisy May Grigg on the 7th February 1920. Daisy was born on the 2nd February 1899 at Erina NSW the daughter of Henry Grigg and Etheline Grigg (néé Myles). 

He joined the Militia and allotted Army No. N60380, on the 7th October 1925 he was appointed Lieutenant in the Light Horse. He transferred on the 15th January 1937 to the 53/3 Battalion and then to the 3rd Battalion on the 1st August 1937. Promoted to Captain on the 8th June 1938 and appointed Military Adjutant of the 3rd Battalion on the 2nd February 1940. 

He relinquished his appointment as Military Adjutant on the 24th April 1940, transferring on the 8th September 1940 to the 4th Battalion Infantry Training Brigade. On the 8th February 1941 he was taken on the strength of the 1st Training Battalion. He was appointed Brigade Major Headquarters 1st Infantry Training Brigade. Promoted Temporary Major on the 14th June 1943 and appointed to command the 1st Infantry Battalion on the 30th September 1944. He relinquished command of the 1st Infantry Battalion on the 18th March 1945 and was transferred to the reserve of Officers (Infantry) on the 8th April 1945. 
Between the wars he worked as a Butcher and as the Manager of the Justfruit (Jusfrute) Company in Gosford and Queanbeyan.
He was the Drum Major of the Queanbeyan Brass Band.
                                        Robert and Daisy Divorced prior to 1946.
Daisy died on the 16th April 1952 at Queanbeyan and was buried on the 17th April 1952 at Queanbeyan.

In 1946 Robert married for a second time to Beatrice Janet Murphy (néé Chamberlain). Beatrice was born in 1904 at Wollongong her parents being Christopher J. Chamberlain and Adelaide M. Chamberlain. She had married in 1925 to an Edward B. Murphy to whom she had children. She died in 1981 at Toukley aged 77 years. There was no issue to this union.
After WW2 he operated a Fruit and Vegetable shop initially at Campsie and later at Engadine. He then for a short period operated a Pig Farm. 
After moving to Toukley he operated Camping Ground and part time was employed as a Butcher. He then was employed as the Secretary Manager of the Toukley RSL Club. Robert Edgar Weeks died on the 18th June 1965 at Toukley aged 68. He was cremated at Beresfield Crematorium Newcastle and his ashes distributed in the garden of the Toukley RSL Club.

The NSW Police Gazette - 13 December 1913:


First Offenders Discharged under Crimes Act of 1906.


The following offenders have been released under provisions of the above Act:-


Frederick Arthur Weeks (21) tried at the Bellingen Police Court on 22nd December, 1913, false pretences; sentence, four months’ hard labour.  To be of good behaviour for twelve months, make restitution of £3 16s 2d and 6s costs.








AWM Image ID: A05272 - Liverpool, Sydney, NSW. November 1915. Group portrait of officers, Non-commissioned Officers and sappers of No. 1 Company of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, a New South Wales unit, prior to their embarkation on HMAT (A38) Ulysses, 20 February 1916.


Fourth row: 265 Pte Hartley Rennolds Sandow; Pte F. A. Weekes (319 Spr Frederick Arthur Weeks); Pte Harry Bowan (62 Bowen)


 Spr Weeks shown circled & insert








The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





The Argus - Melbourne – Thursday 18 September 1930:


WITNESS DISBELIEVED.


Coroner's Strong Comment.


Evidence given by Frederick Arthur Weeks, motor mechanic, of 38 Milton street, Ascotvale, was severely criticised by the city coroner (Mr. D. Grant) yesterday at an inquest into the death of Frederick William Pollett, cleaner, aged 58 years, of 275 Franklin street, Melbourne.


Gwyn Lewis, labourer, of the Gill Memorial Home, Wills street, West Melbourne, said that on the afternoon of September 7 he saw a motor-car proceeding south along William street at about 45 miles an hour.	 Pollett was walking across the road when he was struck by the car.  The brakes were applied to the car when it was 12 yards away from Pollett, and it carried him 15 yards.  Lewis therefore estimated the speed of the car at about 45 miles an hour.


Weeks, the driver of the motor-car, said that at the time of the accident the car was travelling at about 25 miles an hour.  A man ran from behind a tram and stopped on the eastern side of the tramlines.  The man was hit by the windscreen of the motor car and fell to the roadway.  Weeks denied that the motor-car pushed Pollett along.


The Coroner. - It has been deposed by Lewis that the motor-car was travelling at 45 miles an hour.  The distance between the marks made by the motorcar before and after the impact confirms that in my view.  Yet Mr Weeks has the hardihood to ask me to believe that it was travelling at 25 miles an hour. I do not believe it.


The coroner recorded a finding of death from misadventure.











Photo courtesy Rod Beveridge





The Herald, Melbourne – Monday 24 April 1950:


DEATHS


WEEKS. — On April 23. result of accident, Frederick Arthur, loved husband of Dorothy Weeks, of 43 Buckley Street, Essendon, and loved father of Ron.  At rest.





FUNERALS


WEEKS.— The Funeral of the late Frederick Arthur Weeks will leave our


Memorial Chapel, 227 Smith Street, Fitzroy, on WEDNESDAY at 10 a.m. for the Fawkner cemetery. 


W. G. RAVEN, Funeral Director, JA2225.





The Herald, Melbourne – Monday 1 May 1950:


LAW NOTICES


FREDERICK ARTHUR WEEKS late of Motor Launch "Jill," Footscray Wharf, Maribyrnong River, Footscray, Retired Engineer, deceased, intestate.— AFTER fourteen clear days DOROTHY KATE WEEKS of 43 Buckley Street Moonee Ponds Widow and one of the next of kin of the said deceased WILL APPLY to the Supreme Court of Victoria for a Grant of Letters of Administration of the estate of the said deceased. 


CYRIL BROOKS,, LL.B., Solicitor, 52 Queen Street, Melbourne.





Photo of headstone & Wakefield Cemetery 


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Photo of Villers-Bretonneux Memorial by kind permission of The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Note by tunnellers.net:


CAPTAIN GARNET INGAMELLS ADCOCK


2nd Tunnelling Company





Garnet Adcock experimented in the production of perfumes, and he used citrus oil as a base for his perfumes.  At first he purchased fruit from the growers and extracted the oil, throwing the fruit away.  He later established a company called Fruit and Vegetable By-Products, which became known in 1924 as Jusfrute.


By 1929, the perfumery was forgotten.  Garnet Adcock was one of the first in the world to make an emulsion out of oil from the skin of the fruit to use as a flavour for soft drinks.  This company was successful for a period of time, but was closed in 1982 due to a lack of fruit in the Gosford district.


The caretaker of Jusfrute lived in the cottage until 1959, when it was purchased by the Brisbane Water Historical Society.


There is a Garnet Adcock Memorial Park in Gosford NSW. 


Taken from Brisbane Water Historical Society website











