SAPPER THOMAS WEBB
318 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Webb was born about March, 1896 in Ravenswood Junction now called Mingela, not far from Charters Towers, Queensland.  
Thomas enlisted for overseas service in Brisbane, Qld on October 22, 1915 leaving his occupation of miner.  The unmarried nineteen year old passed the medical test and sworn in the same day.  His Attestation Forms reveal his height 174cms (5ft 8½ins), weight 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 92-97cms (36-38ins).  His complexion was fair with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Had good vision and two distinguishing marks, a scar on his left thumb and a tattoo on the right arm.  Nominated religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin named was his brother, George Webb of Dinmore, near Ipswich, Qld.
Thomas was sent to the Mining Corps at Liverpool, NSW for training.  He was assigned the Regimental number 318 and the rank of sapper to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps. 
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  
The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 
Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 
Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.
The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
Sapper Webb was attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company on December 24, 1916.  From that date he remained healthy and without injury. 
He proceeded on leave on February 17, 1918 and rejoined his unit on March 4, 1918.  Nine days later he was wounded in action, gassed in the field by a shell.  
The following report is from the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company:

“Monmouthshire Camp
13th March, 1918.
To O.C. No 2 Section

1st Aust. Tun Coy, A.E.

With respect to the gassing of men of Nos 1 & 2 Sections at Kit Kat Dugouts last night I beg to report as follows:  At about 5.30 p.m. several shells, which failed to explode fell about 100 yards s.w. of the Dugouts, a small cloud of white smoke or vapour proceeded from them and they may have been gas shells, though no sign of gas as noted.  
Shortly before 6 p.m. the enemy started shelling the Dugouts and dump with, I should judge 6 in H.E. Shells, this lasted until 7.15 p.m., shells falling at intervals of three to seven minutes. Subsequently a few shells fell in the vicinity at long intervals.

At 1 a.m. the next morning I was in “B” Gallery and it was reported to me that gas shells were falling near the Dugout.  I immediately got all hands to get their gas helmets and to wear them at the alert.  One shell went through a corner of the kitchen and a number of others fell close by these evidently being small explosive gas shells, making a crater of about three feet in diameter.  At the stairway used as entrance in the adjoining gallery there was a slight mustard smell which did not affect the eyes or nose in any way.  I went to bed at 3.30 a.m. and was called at 5.30 a.m.  The first complaint I heard of any ill effects was from Sappers Lawson & Hickey, cooks at 6 a.m., who complained of sickness and pains in the eyes.  I at [once] went, sent them to Westhoek Dressing Station and instructed the N.C.O’s to get the names of all who were suffering from the affects of gas.  This resulted in my sending 8 more men to the dressing station shortly after 7 a.m.  I thought it advisable to send off all men of No 2 Section to Bavaria House as there was still a smell of gas on top and in parts of the Dugout.

 Some were feeling sick and others developed sickness, and soreness of the eyes on the road back to camp.  Personally although I was all thought the Dugouts and also on the surface at 3.30 a.m. I felt no ill affects whatever until reaching the Motor Lorries at Bavaria House, when my eyes started to get sore.  The two men of No 2 Section and 8 men of No 1 Section sent to Westhoek D.S. came across to the Dugouts and advised the sprinkling of bleaching powder over the shell holes, and offered to supply Mr Hill (who relieved me) with a quantity of it for this purpose.

(sgd) J.H. BATE    Lieut.

No 2 Section 1st Aust Tunn Coy. A.E.”
All men evacuated were listed as follows:

“One Officer 3 N.C.O.’s and 40 Other Ranks were evacuated from our Headquarters Camp:


318
Sapper Webb  T.”





List abridged
Sapper was taken to the 8 Aust. Field Ambulance remaining until March 22 then transferred to the 11 British Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed by Ambulance Train no. 24 to Boulogne.  Admitted to 14 Stationary Hospital on March 24, 1918.
On March 28, 1918 was transferred to 25 General Hospital and admitted.  A transfer to No.10 Convalescent Camp followed on March 30 and after two days was transferred to Rest Camp at Ecault, France on April 1, 1918 for a few days.
His next-of-kin was advised of his wounding in action on April 4, 1918.  He marched in to Rouelles, France and on April 14, 1918 rejoined his unit in the field.
Training was given at the Musketry School and the results were included in the Unit Diary:


After the Armistice the Company remained to assist with rehabilitation and road clearing and Sapper Webb took leave from France between December 17 and December 31, 1918.
On January 29, 1919 the unit marched out to Base for Demobilisation.  The unit left for the United Kingdom on February 3, 1919 and marched in to the Overseas Training Brigade at Weymouth, Eng. and Sapper remained there until Administration Headquarters advised the date of his departure for home.
Sapper Webb embarked on H.T. Suffolk on April 12, 1919.  Next-of-kin was advised of his return on May 14, 1919.    Arrival in the 3rd Military District (Vic) occurred on June 5, 1919.  
On June 7, 1919 at the 6 Aust. General Hospital Station, Sapper Webb now twenty-three years of age had to declare essential facts of his Medical History which simply state:




Gassed 1916




Sgd:  T. Webb.
The Medical Officer declared him fit for demobilisation.  He was discharged in the 1st M.D. (Qld) on July 22, 1919.  Sapper 318 Thomas Webb, 1st Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (12220) and the Victory Medal (12061) for serving his country.
In 1925 he was residing at Riverview, near Ipswich, Qld with the occupation of miner.

The following was reported on his untimely and sad demise in the:


Funeral arrangements were published in the:

His grave can be located in the Ipswich Cemetery, Qld.
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“NO 2 SECTION


Squad Corporal:  Corpl.  McDonald


Squad No. 2.						Second School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 23-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


“		Webb  T.			25		13		25		63


			Average per man		22.1		14.7		20.8


Total average 56.7


Possible          70”





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Monday July 12, 1926:


GUN TRAGEDY – RIVERIEW MAN KILLED


ACCIDENT IN A BOAT – UNHEEDED CRY FOR HELP


Thomas James Webb, a young single man camping near the Brisbane River, at Riverview, was shot in the top of the left leg, and died on the way to the Ipswich Hospital, late yesterday afternoon.  No one is known to have seen the accident, and he called for about 20 minutes before anyone realised he had been injured.  The fatality appears to have been caused through his dropping his shotgun as he got out of his motor-boat.


Late yesterday afternoon Thomas James Webb, aged 29 years, was found near his camp at Riverview with a deep gunshot wound in his thigh.  He died in the ambulance on the way to the Ipswich General Hospital.  He was heard calling for help, and two young men who heard him went to his assistance with a boat.  He was not able to tell them how he had received his injury, but marks about the place indicate that he was getting out of his motor-boat with a shotgun when one barrel was accidentally fired.  He had struggled about half a chain to his camp where he was found.


His brother Mr George Webb was told of the occurrence and he hurried from his home hear the Brisbane-road to the ferry, and came to Ipswich in the ambulance.  His brother died just as the car reached the hospital.  Dr Trumpey, Medical Superintendent of the hospital found that he could do nothing for him, and the body was taken to Reed’s mortuary.


Mr Webb was a single man, employed on the construction of the new Redbank railway bridge.  He was well-known and respected in the locality.  He was an ardent sportsman and took great pride in his gun and his shooting.


											Article abridged





Queensland Times Tuesday July 13, 1926:


FUNERAL NOTICE


WEBB.—The Friends of Messrs GEORGE, JOSEPH and WILLIAM WEBB, Mrs C. RUSSELL, Mrs A. ROBERTS, and Mrs R. WILSON, are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their deceased Brother (THOMAS JAMES WEBB), to move from Reed’s Funeral Parlour, South-street, at 2.30 THIS (SATURDAY) AFTERNOON for the Ipswich Cemetery.


J. & H. REED, Undertakers.











