SAPPER HARRY WATSON
3430 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Harry Watson was born in 1896 in Bundaberg, Queensland the son of James and Jessie Watson.  In 1915 he was a stockman.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld on 4 January, 1916 the twenty-year-old stockman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 54.5kgs (120lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-82cms (31-33½ins) and had a fair complexion with poor vision in his blue eyes and had fair hair.  Next-of kin nominated was his mother Mrs Jessie Watson of Targo Street, South Bundaberg and later changed to George Street, Bundaberg.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Basic training commenced on 7 January, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp until 23 March then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 11 May they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3430 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops which was reported in the:

Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:
THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK
“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.

Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.

Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.

One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.

At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 
Article abridged

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 30 September, 1916.

He went sick to the 6th London Field Ambulance on 26 October, 1916 with D.A.H. (dilated action heart) and sent to the 35th General Hospital at Camiers on 1 November.  Discharged to the A.G.B.D. at Etaples on 22 November where he remained until 15 January, 1917 when assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 16 February, 1917 was admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with myalgia (muscular pain) and returned to duty two days later.

Admitted to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer on 10 March with mumps and nine days later transferred to the 4th Stationary Hospital there then discharged to duty on March 30.

On 4 April, 1917 he was tried at the Field General Court Martial held at the 47th Artillery Headquarters presided by Major C.A. Pollard, 236th Brigade.
			Offence:	While on Active Service AWL from trench parade from 7.30 p.m.
					to 9.30 p.m. 25/2/17
			Plea:		Guilty
			Found:		Guilty
			Sentence:	3 months imprisonment with hard labour
			Confirmed:	By B.G.R.A. Edward N. ?  Commanding 47th D.A.
					Note: This man was in hospital between time of trial and date of
					Offence for period 10/3/17 to 31/3/17
The Sentence was suspended on 20 April, 1917.

On 22 June, 1917 went for dental treatment to the 105th Field Ambulance and re-joined his unit the next day.  He was admitted on 13 July to the 7th Canadian Stationary Hospital at Havre with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and ten days later entered the 5th Convalescent Depot with Influenza and discharged to Base Details on 7 August and re-joined his unit ten days later.  

Dental caries were treated at the 30th Divisional Rest Station on 22 October, 1917 and returned to his unit the next day.

On 19 November, 1917 was paraded before Major C.H. Howard due to report to Victoria Station from leave in London and remanded for District Court Martial to be held there.  On November 23 was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease and after seven days curative care was discharged under escort on November 29.

He appeared before the District Field Court Martial on November 30 held at Warwick Square, London:
			Charge:	AWL from 6/11/17 until apprehended by London Military Police
					on 18/11/17
			Sentence:	28 days detention   30/11/17
		Total forfeiture:	52 day’s pay

Re-admitted to the 1st A.D. Hospital at Bulford o 1 December, 1917 and after 44 days a patient there was discharged on 20 February, 1918 to Convalescent Training Brigade.

Further disciplinary action was taken for the following:
			Offence:	AWL 22/2/18 to 27/3/18
			Award:		10 days Field Punishment No. 2
			Forfeiture:	10 day’s pay   1/4/18

			Offence:	AWL from 16/5/18 till 22/5/18
			Award:		12 days F.P. No. 2	22/5/18

He was supposed to go to Sutton Veny Military Hospital on 20 June, 1918 with Influenza and be discharged five days later to the No. 1 Convalescent Depot at Sutton Veny but created the following:
			Offence:	AWL Sutton Veny 20/6/18 until apprehended 7/7/18
			Award:		20 days F.P. No. 2
			Forfeiture:	28 day’s pay   10/7/18

On 15 August, 1918 went sick to the Group Clearing Hospital and two days later marched into the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

Re-admitted to the 1st A.D. Hospital at Bulford on 21 August, 1918 spending twenty days in treatment until 9 September.  He was then attached to that hospital from the 1st Tunnelling Company the same day.  On 24 September was detached from duty with the A.D. Hospital going to the No. 1 Command Depot.
			Offence:	AWL 0001hrs 25/10/18 to 1500hrs 28/10/18 from Sandhill camp
			Award:		Total Forfeiture 4 day’s pay

On 1 November, 1918 proceeded to France and re-joined his unit the day after Peace was declared.

He was admitted to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station on 27 November with inflammation scrotum and two days later entered the 37th C.C.S. diagnosed with rheumatism.  Was transferred on 4 December with myalgia to the 6th General Hospital then invalided to England on 15 December entering the 1st Southern General Hospital remaining until 6 January, 1919.

Base Records advised his mother on 3 January, 1919 that he had been admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Kings Heath Section, Birmingham, suffering rheumatism (mild).  His address was included for correspondence.   They also advised on 24 January that he was now convalescent. 
			Offence:	AWL from 20/1/19 till 21/1/19
			Award:		Admonished 
			Forfeiture:	1 day’s pay    21/1/19

Marched into the No. 2 Command Depot from hospital on 22 January, 1919 to await his voyage home.

His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List published in the:
Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday January 30, 1919:
ROLL OF HONOUR
Casualty List 456 included the names of 192 Queenslanders.
	Spr. Harry Watson, South Bundaberg					Article abridged



On 8 February, 1919 he was permitted to wear slacks for medical reasons as Army issue were not suitable to him.

Sapper Watson was invalided to Australia on 28 March, 1919 on board H.T. Karoa.  Base Records advised his mother on 21 April, 1919 that he was returning home.  

The transport docked in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 15 May, 1919.  Their impending arrival was reported in the:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Brisbane Courier Thursday May 16, 1919:
LARGE NUMBER TO LAND TODAY INFLUENZA EMERGENCY ARRANGEMENTS
The returned soldiers and war workers by the Kildonian Castle, Karoa and Kursk are expected to arrive by boat from Lytton today at 4.45 p.m. at Kennedy Wharf near Custom House.	
Two passes will only be issued by military authorities to enable the next batch of kin (as laid down by soldier) to gain access to the wharf upon arrival by the boat.
Owing to the influenza epidemic the following arrangements are being made in connection with the return of this batch of soldiers.
Those who are for admission to hospital for treatment will be granted the maximum leave (three days) when they will report to the 6th A.G.H. at Kangaroo Point.  Those troops for immediate attention will be admitted to hospital direct.
			

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D) on 12 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He returned to ‘Warilda House’, George Street, Bundaberg with the occupation of stockman.

Proceedings from the District Court Martials were filed with the Attorney-General’s Office on 4 August and 20 October, 1920.

For serving his country Sapper 3430 Harry Watson, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (17105) and the Victory Medal (16708).

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 9 February, 1922 and 12 March, 1927.
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