SAPPER WILLIAM JOHN WARREN

5089 – 1st Tunnelling Company

William John Warren was born in Gympie, Queensland on May 18, 1888 the son of Edward and Mary (nee Gendall) Warren.  Around 1913 his family were living at Mt Perry, Qld where he became a miner and in 1915 was working in Mount Morgan, Qld. 

At twenty-seven years of age the single miner enlisted at the Rockhampton Recruiting Depot on December 6, 1915.  Information from Attestation Forms show he was 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall and weighed 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  His complexion was fair with brown eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religion and his mother Mrs Mary Warren of McFarlane Street, Mount Morgan was nominated as next-of-kin.
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Public acknowledgement was given to the volunteers in The Capricornian on December 11, 1915:

At Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW his basic training commenced on December 14, 1915 as the Mining Corps was in its phase of establishment.  He was assigned the rank of Sapper but did not embark with the Mining Corps in February, 1916 and remained in training until March 30, 1916.  Allotted the regimental number 2716 in the 3rd Reinforcements No.2 Company his camp life continued until April 4, 1916.  He did not embark with the 3rd Reinforcements on that date and a transfer to the 4th Reinforcements No.1 Mining Corps under number 2614 took place on that day.  He continued training until sent to the Miners’ Reinforcements camp at Seymour, Vic on May 10, 1916.  Further instruction took place there and he was allocated in preparation for departure to the 2nd Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies with his final number of 5089.

The 2nd Reinforcements consisted of one Officer and 78 members embarking on the HMAT A26 Armadale from Port Melbourne, Victoria on July 19, 1916.  Durban, South Africa was reached on August 15, 1916 and leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. with the ship departing the next day.  Arrived at Cape Town a few days later on August 20, 1916 and a Route March lasting three hours kept them fit before enjoying leave until 11 p.m.  The ship was scheduled to leave at 2 p.m. but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  The quality of liquor in town was considered bad.  A one day stopover to refuel at Port le Grand, St Vincent was the last harbour visited on September 8, 1916.  After a 64 day voyage the ship arrived at Devonport, England on September 20, 1916.   The troops were detrained to Tidworth Station.  They marched in to No.3 Camp at Parkhouse the following day. 

Discipline was administered for his Crime committed on October 8, 1916:



Crime:


No.3 Camp Parkhouse A.W.L 2400hrs 8/10/16 to 0630hrs 8/10/16



Award:


1 day C.B. [confined to barracks] 



Total forfeiture:
2 days pay.

The men proceeded overseas on October 19, 1916 arriving at the Aust. General Base Depot the next day.

Sapper Warren went sick on November 21, 1916 and admitted to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples suffering from Bronchitis being discharged to Base Details six days later.

On December 11, 1916 he was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion and was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 31, 1916.

An Offence took place on February 11, 1917 and was dealt with as follows five days later:

Offence:
W.O.A.S. Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline 11/2/17 

Award:
14 days F.P. No.2  [Field Punishment]

Central Queensland soldiers on the Front were in contact with Mrs H.G. Wheeler working in London co-ordinating the Central Queensland Comfort Fund and each week sent report-letters naming those men she had been in contact with during the week.  These were published in the Rockhampton newspapers to give relatives reliable news of their men abroad.  Her address was care of the Agent-General, Queensland Office, London.  

The following is an extract from her letter home published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin in which she imparts news of Sapper Warren:

Sapper Warren was wounded in action on September 25, 1917 and remained on duty as the wound was slight.

His military life continued until July 6, 1918 when he went to the 9th Aust. Field Ambulance sick suffering from P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Unknown Origin) and transferred to the 47th Casualty Clearing Station.  He recovered and was discharged from hospital on July 10, 1918 and rejoined his unit two days later.

He proceeded on leave on August 28, 1918 returning to duty on September 13, 1919.

After Peace was declared the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation work such as clearing roads or repairing bridges.

His Section was recalled to the Aust. Infantry Base Depot on January 29, 1919 to prepare for Demobilisation in England.  They departed across the English Channel on February 3, 1919 and arrived the next day at the Overseas Training Brigade at Weymouth to await his return voyage home.

It was at Devonport, Eng where he first arrived two and a half years before and was now leaving from the same port on the H.T. A23 Suffolk on April 12, 1919.  His mother was advised that he was on his way home on May 10, 1919.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on June 5, 1916 and he departed for Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) arriving on June 11, 1919.

Military Discharge took place on July 22, 1919 in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.)  He returned to his mother’s residence at Bridge Street, Mount Morgan.

For his active service abroad Sapper 5089 William John Warren, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (19518) and the Victory Medal (18833).

From 1925 until 1930 he was working at the State Coal Mine, 478 mile North Coast Line as a miner.  In 1936 he was residing at Morgan Street, Mt Morgan and Dee Street, Mt Morgan in 1943 still as a miner.  Walterhall, Mt Morgan was his last place of abode in 1949.

A Statement of Service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane, Qld on October 28, 1937.

William John Warren passed away on December 11, 1951 aged 62 years.  His funeral notice appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on December 12, 1951:

His unmarked grave is in Section 5, Row 11 without a grave number.  Methodist is the only notation in the register.
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CENTRAL DISTRICT RECRUITS


THIRTY-FIVE MORE LEAVE


An additional thirty-five recruits accepted at Rockhampton for service in the Australian expeditionary forces have left for Brisbane in the last two days, including eleven on Monday and twenty-four yesterday.  The unusually large number on the second day was principally due to a batch of eighteen from Mackay, and it is understood that a further lot from Mackay will reach Rockhampton this week.  The names of the recruits are as follows:


W.J. Cooper, Rockhampton (miners’ corps) W.W. Breitling, Springsure; G.W. Krantz, Etna Creek; A.M. Edmonstone, Etna Creek; Robert Lennox, Mount Morgan; Albert Hazel, Mount Morgan; W.J. Warren, Mount Morgan; D.R. Harris, Canal Creek; J.J.B. Davidson, Mount Morgan (miners’ corps); G.H. Rice, Mount Morgan; E.J. Gallagher, Clermont.                                  Abridged to Miners’ Corps only.





Tuesday July 3, 1917


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler


Sapper T.W. Smith has sent me the following names: W. Martin, J. Dolan, W.J. Warren, A.H. Martin and J.W. McDonough.  We shall send parcels to them this week.





FUNERAL NOTICES


THE Relatives and Friends of the late Mr WILLIAM JOHN WARREN of Walterhall, Mt Morgan, are respectfully invited to attend his Funeral to move from the Methodist Church, East Street, Mt Morgan, THIS (WEDNESDAY) AFTERNOON at 3 o’clock for the Mt Morgan Cemetery.


								T.T. & C. CORNES,


Tele No 48                                				 Funeral Directors


R.S.S.A.I.L.A.


Members of the above League are invited to attend the funeral of their late Comrade, the late Mr WILLIAM JOHN WARREN.


								By Order, Secretary.








