2nd CORPORAL FRANK HERBERT WARD

4007 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Frank Herbert Ward was born in Bendigo, Victoria on 14 August 1878, the fourth son of Frank was the son of Henry and Isabella (nee Naughton, died 1885 aged 26) Ward.  His brothers were Henry Naughton, born 1872; Thomas, born 1874 and Sydney Alfred, born 1876.

Frank signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 15 March 1916 at Prahan, Victoria, recording that he was a Farmer and was 37 years and 7 months of age.  He initially named his brother, Sydney Alfred War of Beavers Road, Northcote, Victoria as his Next-of-Kin.  Next-of-Kin was changed to Franks’ uncle, John McNaughton, of Bannister Street, Bendigo.

A medical examination found him to be ‘fit for active service’ and recorded that he was 5ft 4½ins tall, weighed 160 lbs, had a ruddy complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  

On 3 April he completed and Application for a Commission in the No.5 Tunnelling Company.  On this document he recorded his education as State School Standard and Merit Certificate; Mine Managers Certificate from the School of Mines, Bendigo, and a General Mine Managers Certificate from the same School of Mines.

He was appointed to the No.5 Tunnelling Company and promoted to Corporal on 1 May 1916.  At Broadmeadows on 17 May, Capt Percy Wagstaff officially appointed him to No.5 Company prior to embarkation.

Frank, and No.5 Company, embarked at Melbourne 25 May, 1916 on board HMAT A69 Warilda.

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

He proceeded overseas to France on 28 August and marched into the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot at Etaples.  He marched out to, and was absorbed into, the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company, on 29 September 1916, being taken on strength the same day.

Frank was wounded in action on 10 February 1917 and was admitted to the 4th London Field Ambulance suffering a shell wound to he left forefinger.  He was transferred to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station on the same day.  He was transferred by Ambulance Train 28 on 12 February and admitted to the 2nd Australian General Hospital at Wimereux.  He was evacuated by Hospital Ship Princess Elizabeth and admitted to Norfolk War Hospital on 14 February.  His Next-of-Kin was notified of the injury on 24 February and on 2 March of Franks’ admission to the Norfolk War Hospital.

Frank was transferred to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital on 31 March and discharged from hospital to furlough on 3 April.  He marched in to No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 18 April and proceeded overseas to France on 9 May, marching in to the Australian General Base Depot at Etaples on 10 May.  He rejoined his unit on 17 May.

On 10 July the Company was involved in what became known as ‘The Affair at Nieuport-Bains’, the beginning of the German Operation Strandfest.

[see on this site: Western Front Units/2ATC/2ATC and the Affair at Nieuport-Bains]

On 15 July 1917, Frank made his Will leaving £50 to Sylvia Nichols of Beavers Road, Northcote and the residue of his estate to his brother Sydney.  The Will was witnessed by Peter Jarry and H.J. Coad. 

[605 Staff Sergeant Peter (George) Jarry was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his actions on 10 July 1917.

5719 Sapper Herbert John Coad returned to Australia in April 1918 with defective vision.]
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Frank Herbert Ward was killed in action on 20 July 1917.
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The Company War Diary records:

Franks’ personal effects were returned to Australia in April 1918 and forwarded to his uncle in Bendigo to be held pending the return to Australia of Franks’ eldest brother Sydney.  Photographs of his grave were forwarded to Sydney on 3 September 1919.
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The pamphlet “Where The Australians Rest” was sent to ‘Untraceables’ on 1 September 1922.  The Memorial Scroll and the Memorial Plaque were recovered from ‘Untraceables’ and forwarded to Sydney who received them at Geraldton, Western Australia on 8 August 1924.  Frank’s British War Medal and Victory Medal were received by Sydney on 11 August 1924.
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On a cold Anzac Day in 2012, Franks’ grave at Coxyde was visited by Kevin and Barbara Jarry.  Kevin is the son of SSgt George Jarry DCM.

In January 1912 Frank Ward’s brother, Sydney Alfred Ward, born 1 May 1876, was working at the Post Office, Geraldton and was appointed the Electoral Registrar for the district.

In 1914 Sydney was granted Probate of the estate of Thomas Ward, Miner, of Eavensthorpe, late of Green mount.

PRIVATE SYDNEY ALFRED WARD

5040 – 11th Infantry Battalion

Sydney signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Perth, Western Australia on 21 December 1915.  He was 39 years and 7 months of age and a Postal Employee.  He named his brother Frank Herbert Ward of Cranbourne, Victoria, as his Next-of-Kin.  Sydney was 5ft 5¾ins tall, weighed 144 lbs, had a fresh complexion, brown eyes and dark brown hair.

On 30 March he was appointed to the 18th Reinforcements to the 11th Infantry Battalion and embarked on board HMAT A9 Shropshire from Fremantle on 31 March 1916.  He disembarked at Suez on 24 April 1916.  

It is believed that the Reinforcements then travelled to England for further training before joining the Battalion on the Front.
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Sydney proceeded overseas to France from Perham Downs on 31 July 1916 and marched in to the 1st Australian Divisional Base Depot at Etaples on 2 August 1916.  He joined ‘A’ Company, 11th Infantry Battalion on 13 August.  He was admitted to the 2nd Australian Field Ambulance with cracked feet on 2 November 1916, rejoining his Battalion on 24 November.

Sydney was one of five members of A. Company captured that day.

On 16 April 1917 Sydney was officially reported ‘Missing’.  A German List dated 19 July 1917 confirmed that he had been captured at Boursiers and was interned at Limburg.  The Germans recorded his Next-of-Kin as F. Ward, 5th Tunnelling Company, A.I.F.  On 30 July 1917 he was at Stammlager Limburg.  The first letter from Sydney was received on 6 September 1917 and he is recorded as being interned at Limburg.  On 9 January 1918 he was recorded at the Prisoner of War Camp ‘Kriegs: Stuttgart 2, Wurtemburg’

After the Armistice, Sydney was repatriated, arriving at Dover, England on 4 December 1918.  He returned to Australia on board Nevasa leaving London on 5 March 1919 and disembarking at Fremantle on 13 April 1919.  Sydney was discharged in Western Australia on 5 June 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.


Jessie Madge Ward died in Perth in 1944.

It appears the couple had no children.

The eldest of the Ward brothers, Henry Naughton, also worked for the Post office:


By the end of World War 1, Sydney Alfred Ward was the only survivor of the family that had begun in Bendigo, Victoria in the 1870s.

© Donna Baldey

www.tunnellers.net 

The West Australian  – WA – Tuesday 3 October 1922:


MARRIAGES


WARD-TAYLOR – On August 22 at St. John’s Presbyterian by the Rev. F.F. Osmeron, Sydney Alfred Ward to Jessie Madge, youngest daughter of the late John Taylor and of Mrs. E. Taylor, of Francis-street, Geraldton.








The Geraldton Guardian – WA – Tuesday 22 August 1922:


LOCAL &.GENERAL


Wedding. — The marriage of Miss Jessie Taylor, youngest daughter of the late Mr. John Taylor, to Mr. Sydney Alfred Ward, of the Postal Department, took place at the Presbyterian church this afternoon in the presence of a large gathering.








Photos courtesy Kevin & Barbara Jarry





The approach to Coxyde Military Cemetery





Red Cross records:





He was killed coming from the sap to the billets at Nieuport.  He was practically blown to pieces.  The remains which could be found were collected and buried at Coxyde.  He was a man of darkish complexion, about 30 years of age and by his work I should say he had been a miner.


Informant: Sapper George Grainger, 5333





He was blown to pieces by a shell at Nieuport Bains.  We were in a covered in trench at the time going to work between 10 and 12 noon.  The remains were collected and put in a coffin and he was given a proper funeral behind the line, I cannot say where as we remained in the line.  He was a very quiet cool headed chap.  Would walk along whether shelled or not.


Informant: Sapper Patrick Dearman, 5724





The West Australian - Perth, WA - Saturday 6 June 1942:





WARD. - On June 5, 1942, at Tresillian Hospital, Sydney Alfred, dearly loved and devoted husband of Jessie Madge Ward, of 93 Archdeacon-street, Nedlands and fond uncle of Jessie Armitage. 


Thy Will be done.





WARD (Sydney Alfred). - At Tresillian Hospital on June 5, loving brother-in-law of Emmie and Wal, loving uncle of Lorna, Aileen, Sergeant Ron Richards (abroad), and Jean, of 29 Viewway. Nedlands.





The Argus – Vic – Friday 19 July 1895:





At the police court to day Henry Naughton Ward, a clerk in the post office, was committed for trial on a charge of embezzling £14 10s. Detective Nixon prosecuted.





The Argus – Vic – Thursday 15 August 1895:





Henry Naughton Ward, a clerk in the money order branch of the Post-office, convicted of embezzlement, was liberated on sureties of £100 being entered into that he would come up for sentence when called upon to do so.  His Honour commented on the lax system which had obtained in the conduct of the business of the office, although he wished it to be understood that he did not blame the present head of the office.











The West Australian - Perth, WA - Thursday 24 May 1906:





NEWS AND NOTES





The funeral of the late Mr. Henry Naughton Ward, late of Millars' Karri and Jarrah Co., took place on Monday afternoon and was largely attended.  The procession moved from his late residence, 166 Bennett-street. East Perth, and the interment took place in the Church of England Cemetery, Karrakatta, the Rev. R. J. Crages officiating.  The pall-bearers were Messrs. W. Fallows. S. Mansfield, H. Toe, G. Drynan, W. Parsons, and F. Woodward.  The chief mourners were Mrs. M. J. Ward (widow), Mr. and Mrs. J. W. C. Bird (cousins), Mr. and Mrs. Pilley, Mr. and Mrs. Sear, and Mr. and Mrs. Hayes.  By special request no wreaths or floral tributes were sent, but a large number of letters and telegrams of condolence were received.  The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs. Bowra and O'Dea.





11th Infantry Battalion War Diary – April 1917:





Report by C.O., 11th Battalion on Enemy Attack on morning of 15th April 1917





At about 0400 an intense enemy artillery barrage was opened on picquet line and worked back to LOUVERAL and beyond that to our rear.  The barrage appeared to last about 15 minutes and shells were coming from flanks and front.  At this time I received reports from D. Coy. Left flank that enemy was attacking.  And a report from A. Coy. Right flank that they suspected enemy attack, this shortly after confirmed.


Some little time after this ‘A” Coy. reported that the enemy had broken through the Coy. on his left and had lodged himself in an old trench commanding A Coy’s positions and enemy was still advancing from direction of D.88.d.Central.


I sent forward another half Company to A. Coy. from my reserve in Sunken road through D.88C.  Captain Hemingway then organised a local counter-attack and drove the enemy from the positions he had gained.


At this time the Right Coy. Picquet posts were still holding out but were being hard pressed by weight of numbers.  Conforming to the movements of the Battalion on our Right ‘A’ Coy’s Right flank picquet withdrew gradually until it reached approximately D.88.C.5.0. where it held on.


Just prior to this it was seen that A Coy’s centre picquet was surrounded and had evidently used up all their ammunition, for with fixed bayonets the remainder of the post charged into the large body of the enemy who had surrounded them.  Lieut. POPE was in charge of this post and our patrol since report having found his dead body.


The Left picquet of ‘A’ Coy. under command of Lieut. LYON (missing) held out after Coy. in left had been broken thereby gaining time for his Coy. Commander to make sound his rear line of resistance which was the support line.  This effort caused the complete loss of Lieut. LYON and his platoon.


Abridged





They were all on out-post duty with me at night about ¾ of a mile to the left of Cambrai Road, when we were overcome by German raiding party.  I was bayoneted in the thigh and left lying.  I saw these men being taken prisoner.  We were all Platoon2 of A. Coy.


Red Cross Informant: F.G. James 3855, 11th Bn.  – Statement of 7 August 1917





18/7/17.	No.2 Section (under Capt. G.L. Smith) started 2 Observation Posts at M 20 a 8.9 and M 20 a 6.4.  These O.Ps were in a very exposed position and work in daylight was impossible owing to aeroplanes and baloons. 	





19/7/17 to 23/7/17.	Work normal.








Photographs of Franks’ grave were again forwarded to Sydney in July 1924.








He is commemorated on the Australian Tunnellers own Roll of Honour in London, England.











