SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM WALTON M.M.
315 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Nyngan, New South Wales was the birthplace of Thomas William Walton on 20 December, 1896 the son of Richard Willis and Magdalena (nee McIntyre) Walton.  
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At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 8 August, 1915 the single eighteen-year-old selector applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 190cms (6ft 3ins) tall, weighing 91kgs (202lbs) with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins).  Fair was his complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and had fair hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Richard Willis Walton of Spring Ponds, Bungonia, NSW.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment at Holdsworthy camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 5 September, 1915.
After basic training was allotted on 28 November, 1915 to the Mining Corps at Casula camp, near Liverpool who were in their establishment phase of the Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 315 and placed in the Corps No. 1 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  
The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 19 October, 1916 he went sick to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station suffering pleurisy and transferred to the 14th General Hospital at Wimereux on October 23.  From there was moved to the I.C.D. in Boulogne on October 27 and two days later was fit to go to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples and re-joined his unit on November 23.
There are no Unit Diaries for September, 1917 but the No. 4 Section under Captain O.H. Woodward, 1st Tunnelling Company had just completed the Dugout System at 5 p.m. on Wednesday 19th September, 1917 and handed it over to the 3rd Brigade, A.I.F.  Woodward writes in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War the section’s movements as follows:
“The first stage of the Menin Road Battle commenced at 5 a.m. on the 20th September and was successful, all objectives being reached.

At 5.50 a.m. on the 26th September, the second stage of our attack was launched and so far as the A.I.F. was concerned all objectives were gained on schedule.  On their left flank, however, the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders were temporarily held up as the enemy launched a strong counter attack just before our Zero hour.  On the right flank the 33rd Division only reached the second objective.”
Sapper Walton was wounded in action on 26 September, 1917 suffering a shell wound to his right leg and sent to the 6th Field Ambulance progressing to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station.  The next day was admitted to the 11th Stationary Hospital in Rouen until 16 October then invalided to England on the hospital ship Grantilly Castle entering the Voluntary Aid hospital Cheltenham affiliated with the 2nd Southern General Hospital for further treatment on his right leg.
Base Records regretted to advise his father on 10 October, 1917 that his son had been wounded in action.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:
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The following was published in the Roll of Honour column on brothers serving abroad who were wounded:
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On 8 January, 1918 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and discharged on January 11 to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  On 30 March went sick to the Brigade hospital returning to the Command Depot on April 15.
A month later on 14 May was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill then proceeded to France from Southampton on 31 May, 1918 arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Four days after marched out and re-joined his unit on June 5.

He reported sick on June 13, 1918 to the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance suffering from Influenza and discharged to duty on June 19.

Sapper was slightly wounded in action for the second occasion on 12 October, 1918 while the company was working at Cartigny, but remained on duty.

Base Records again advised his father on 28 October, 1918 that for the second occasion his son had been slightly wounded but remained on duty.

Sapper was a member of the No. 4 Section selected to participate in the construction of a Tank Bridge over the Sambre Canal on 4 November, 1918.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that period as follows:


NOVEMBER, 1918



BUSIGNY



3rd
Cold and fine No. 2 Section Advance H.Q. moved to St Souplet.  Section H.Q. moved to Sh. 57B W.5.a.7.2.  25 men under Lt Thomson No. 1 Section attached to Capt. Woodward in connection with bridging the Sambre Canal.  No. 2 Section in Advance H.Q. to La Vallee Mulatre.

4th
Fine and cold – stunt started Road Report Centre opened at Molain Bridge No. 1 Capt. Woodward & party successfully constructed Tank Bridge over canal at 51.d.3.A Sh. 57A under heavy enemy fire with casualties of 4 killed and 5 wounded.

Further information on this construction is recorded in Captain O.H. Woodward’s unpublished book My War Story of the Great War:
BRIDGING THE CANAL DE LA SAMBRE DE OISE

“The Bridging was to be carried out at Lock No. 1, situated just ahead of the Village of Rejet de Beaulieu.  The 409th Field Company Royal Engineers were allotted the task of constructing light bridges, to permit the Infantry to cross, and then follow on the Bridges for light transport, while No. 4 Section was entrusted with the task of building a bridge capable of carrying Tanks.

In design the Bridge was very simple.  It consisted of two sets of 10” x 6” rolled steel joists, and in each set there were six joists placed side by side.  Thus, each set of joists in effect gave a solid girder 3 ft. wide and 10 ins. deep.  The two sets were placed at 6ft. 6in. centres, and on these would come the caterpillar treads of the Tanks.  On top of these girders a timber decking was placed, the decking board being 9 inches wide, 3 inches deep, and 10 feet long.  On the bottom of these decking boards cleats were fitted, so that a recess was made into which fitted the two sets of joists.  A guide-rail was placed longitudinally on the decking, one on each side.  Thus with the coping stones removed the decking of the Bridge would be approximately level with the ground from the Lock.

The Lock at which the crossing was to be effected lay to the left of the Rejet de Beaulieu-L’Emertage Road.  The overhead Bridge by which this Road crossed the Canal had been destroyed, so in order to reach the Lock it was necessary to turn off sharply to the left from the Rejet de Beaulieu Road and follow the Tow Path for about 50 yards, until the Lock was reached.  Similarly, after crossing the Lock it was necessary to follow the Tow Path until the road to L’Emertage was reached.  This was a disadvantage as it meant a hair-pin bend.  To the right of the original overhead Bridge the position was difficult, as on each side of the Canal and separated from it by the Tow Path were two Reservoirs, used to adjust the water level in the Canal System.

On the German side of the Lock, and immediately facing it, were three buildings, that on the right facing it, being the Boiler house the middle one, the Pump Room, and the other the Lock-keeper’s residence.  To the left of that section of the Rejet de Beaulieu Road nearest the Canal, the ground was low-lying and comprised an orchard and old field.

The operations will be covered by Artillery, Machine Gun and Stokes Mortar Barrage, which will open the line of Canal at Zero.  The Artillery Barrage will stand on this line for 3 minutes, to allow the storming parties with Bridging material to get close up to the Lock, after which it will lift 100 yards off the Lock but continue to fall within safety on the Eastern bank of the Canal in order to cover Bridging Operations.  It will remain on this line for a further 3 minutes.  The advance of the Bridge Crews to the Lock will also be covered by a Covering Party of 2nd Royal Sussex.

Four 18 pounders have been held off to deal by direct fire, at Zero hour, with the Houses on the Lock.  We reached there at 8 p.m.  The men unloaded our Bridging material from the Pontoon Waggons, the drivers of which were then instructed to retire.  Our next task was to carry our Bridging material to a point about 300 yards from the Lock.  
Try to picture the task.  A pitch-black night with a steady fall of rain, and area of country on which none of us had ever set foot, country filled with shell holes, and about 5 tons of rolled steel joists in 20ft. lengths to be transported over a quarter of a mile before midnight, at which hour all troops were expected to be in their assembly position.  

Each of the girders weighed about 800lbs. and they were carried by 10 men, five on each side.  At this hour the area through which we had to pass was being continually swept by Artillery Fire and occasional bursts of machine gun fire.  The men had to march slowly forward, ensuring that each step was on firm ground before taking the next.  There could be no flinching when a shell burst, no matter how close.  With an 800-pound girder carried on the shoulders a false step or a faltering when a shell burst could easily cause as much damage by broken limbs as a bursting shell would inflict under all these disadvantages, the men worked without a sign of faltering, and just before midnight we had carried all our material to the forward assembly point.

At Zero plus 15 minutes, I went forward with Sergeant Hutchinson, just in time to see Major Findlay, Commanding Officer of the 409th Field Company brilliantly lead his men across the Lock by jumping across on the partly open Lock gates.  With bombs he stormed an enemy Machine Gun crew, who were located in the Boiler House.  It was a magnificent sight and for his brilliant and fearless work Major Findlay eventually was awarded the Victoria Cross.

It was not until 7.30 a.m. that Major Findlay, under whose command we were, considered it safe to commence our task.  Even at this hour the area around the Canal was subjected to terrific bombardment, but fortunately the Machine Guns close handy had been silenced.  We had to pass through the barrage in order to bring our Bridging material forward and the manner in which the men, together with Lieutenants Sawyer and Thomson, moved forward and back through this shell swept area was magnificent.  

As I mentioned before the Lock was the only spot at which a crossing could be effected, and the enemy knowing this concentrated on the area.  On either flank little shelling took place.  With Sergeant Hutchinson I crossed the Lock and we prised off the coping stone.  The launching of the first 20 ft girder across this 17ft. span was a slow job, and we had just got it across when the enemy dropped a shell practically at our feet.  It was a small high velocity shell; of the seven of us on the enemy side of the Canal, three were wounded.  Once the first girder was safely across, the work was much easier, as we were able to slide the other girders across this one.

The Tank Bridge was eventually completed 4½ hours after Zero, and as we did not start until about 2 hours after Zero, we did the work in good time.

At 11 a.m. we were ordered to retire.  We then took stock and found we had lost five killed and five wounded.  The latter had been attended to by the Stretcher Bearers.  We then located the bodies of our dead comrades, found the Padre of the 409th Field Company, and laid them to rest in the Village Cemetery of Rejet de Beaulieu.
The success of the Bridging operations was fully appreciated as the following Special Order of the Day indicates.

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY
by

Major General E.P. Strickland, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,

G.O.C. 1st Division.

The task that the Division was called upon to perform yesterday was one entailing the utmost forethought for every detail, the most careful and precise staff work in all branches, a thorough and precise organization in battalions of the most minute detail, and gallantry, tact, and endurance on the part of all troops engaged.  The complete success of the operations is very greatly due to the skill, ability, rapidity and completeness with which the bridging arrangements were completed and perfected.

I wish to pay special tribute to Lt Colonel C.E.P. Sankey D.S.O., his Field Company Commander, and the Section of the First Australian Tunnelling Company for the part they have played in these operations.  The cool gallantry with which they placed the bridges in position under heavy fire after long and arduous hours of labour was magnificent.  They have very worthily upheld the very high traditions of the Royal Engineers.

I cannot sufficiently express my admiration and thanks to all branches of the staff and to all branches of the staff and to all units in the Division for their unsurpassed efforts culminating in as fine a military achievement as any troops could have carried out.

The Division as a whole has every reason to be more than proud of their record, and they could not do more than uphold, as they have done, the brilliant records of the First Division of the British Army.

Signed:








E.P. Strickland.”

Sapper Walton was one of eleven men recommended for the Military Medal for his bravery in the field on 4 November, 1918 from the 1st Tunnelling Company.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
The Casualty list No. 448 included his name which was published in the:
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On 14 December, 1918 news was received that he had been awarded the Military Medal. 
A few days previous went sick on 11 December, 1918 to the 37th Field Ambulance suffering synovitis right knee (tissue lining lubricates certain joints during movement becomes inflamed) and moved to the 25th Casualty Clearing Station.  The Ambulance Train no.15 transported him to the 3rd Aust General Hospital on December 20 then two days later moved to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot.  On 2 January, 1919 was sent to the Aust General Base Depot at Havre to be evacuated to the United Kingdom on January 7, 1919.  Disembarked at Southampton the next day arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot classed with B1 debility.
Sapper Walton embarked for Australia on 3 March, 1919 from Portland, England on board H.T. Euripides.  Base Records advised his father on 19 March that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 25 April, 1919.  News of their return was reported in the:
[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]



Discharged from the A.I.F. in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 10 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment, he was entitled to wear the Military Medal, British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
On 1 December, 1919 Base Records sent his father a copy of the extract from the Third Supplement No.31420 to the London Gazette dated 3 July, 1919 relating to the conspicuous services rendered by the undermentioned member of the Australian Imperial Force.
AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Military Medal for bravery in the Field to the undermentioned:

No. 315 Sapper T.W. WALTON

They advised that this had been promulgated in Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 119, dated 17th October, 1919.  

The Military Medal was forwarded on 3 February, 1920 to the Commandant 2nd Military District for distribution to the soldier.
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A snippet of information on his duty as a Police Constable was published in the:
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In 1930 he was a police constable working at the Police Station, Coonanburra Road, Wahroonga and was living at 14 Lewisham Street, Petersham.  In 1932 they were at 43 Laurette Street, Chatswood giving his occupation as policeman and a year later were residing at 10 Cambridge Street, Willoughby where they remained.  
In July 1936 he was commended for alertness and courage in effecting the arrest of John Cameron, alias Albert McGuire, at Gladesville who was charged with attempting to break and enter a grocer’s shop.

In April 1939 he was commended by the Commissioner of Police for his part in connection with the disastrous bushfires in December 1938 - January 1939.

Base Records received a request for copies of his service records from the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded them on 15 October, 1945.
His alertness and initiative was recognised by the Commissioner of Police in September 1947 when he noticed articles of women’s clothing and blood stains near premises in Mosman and, suspecting a crime, took action which located the victim.  The perpetrator was subsequently arrested and charged with assault and rape.
In 1949 the Electoral Roll records the couple residing at become 88 Burdett Street, Hornsby, his occupation listed as Sergeant of Police.
In May 1951 he was promoted to Sergeant 1st Class.
In December 1955 the Police Commissioner, C. J. Delaney, wrote to Thomas placing on record that he had retired from the Police Service on pension after serving 34 years 6 months and 24 days.
The Commissioner noted his service with the A.I.F. and the award of the Military Medal, concluding his letter with:

‘Having in mind your lengthy and faithful service to the State, I thought it appropriate to now place on record the appreciation of the Police Authorities for this service and to express the hope that you may soon recover from the illness necessitating your retirement.’. 
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Thomas William Walton died suddenly on 10 June, 1965 at home aged 68 years.  Announcement was placed in the:
Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Macquarie Park Cemetery within sub-section L, row 10 in grave no. 12.
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REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

        1934
T.W. Walton
10 Cambridge Street, Hornsby   changed 1947 to 88 Burdett Street, Hornsby or








c/o Police Dept. Philip & Hunter Sts, City
    1960-68
Walton, T.W.
88 Burdett St, Hornsby    JW3576     Deceased 1965
Florence Elizabeth Walton died on 23 January 1973 at Hornsby, NSW.  She was buried at Macquarie Park Cemetery and Crematorium, North Ryde, NSW, General Lawn section, V14, grave 0097.


Footnote:  Further information on the Bridging of the Sambre Canal is covered on this website under:

 Western Front / 1ATC / Sambre Canal – 4th November 1918
His two brothers also served.

TROOPER RICHARD WILLIS WALTON

2067 – 2nd & 4th Camel Corps / 12th Light Horse Regiment

Richard (Dick) Willis Walton was born in Nyngan, New South Wales the son of Richard Willis and Magdalene (nee McIntyre) Walton in 1887.  Military experience was gained from the Rifle Club in Parkes, NSW and had been apprenticed to Gordon Brothers in Nyngan as a joiner.  

At the recruiting depot in Parkes NSW on 6 August, 1915 the thirty-one-year-old single joiner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation papers as 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 68.6kgs (151lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37½ins) and a fresh complexion, hazel eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother (name not given) of Spring Ponds, Bungonia, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 6th Reinforcements on 7 August, 1915 at Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Trooper with the regimental number 2067. 

He married in 1917 to Mildred Beatrice Brune/Braun in Sydney.  She became his next of kin residing at Twofold Bay, NSW.
He embarked as “Voyage only Sergeant” from Sydney (2nd Military District) on 3 February, 1917 with the 7th Reinforcements 2 & 4th Camel Corps on board the transport Karmala for the Suez arriving on 11 March, 1917.  He marched out to the 4th Light Horse Regiment and was to be E.D.P. Corporal (extra duty pay) from March 12 until 31 March and reverted in rank to Trooper.

During May, 1917 was sent to the Imperial School of Instruction at Zeitoun doing the 26th Hotchkiss Course as a gunner and returned to Kantara on May 30.  At the end of July, 1917 went sick to the 24th Stationary Hospital after spending time at the Rest Hut in Moascar suffering the effects of heat.  At the end of August suffered malaria and re-joined the 12th Light Horse Regiment on 19 September and taken on strength on September 22.

Was wounded in action at Beersheba on 31 October, 1917 receiving a gunshot wound to his left shoulder and transferred to Imara entering the 65th Casualty Clearing Station during night of 1st & 2nd November.  Base Records advised his mother he was dangerously ill on November 10 with progress reports of his recovery continuing to her and was pronounced out of danger on November 24.
The medical board in Abbassia classified him with debility in December, 1917 and he left the 14th Aust General Hospital for Port Said on 15 February, 1918 to be Invalided to Australia for discharge due the gunshot wound to his shoulder.
Trooper returned to Australia on February 15, 1918 on board H.T. Ulysses.  His mother would have been advised he was returning home.  His name was on the list of soldiers to disembark which was published in the:

The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) about 20 March, 1918.  Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 12 September, 1918 as wounded.  For serving his country Trooper 2067 Richard Willis Walton, 4th Light Horse Training Regiment was issued with the British War Medal (69433) and the Victory Medal (66714).

In 1930 and 1934 they were listed residents at 6 Bengella Road, Concord West with the occupation of joiner.
Richard (Dick) Willis Walton died on 10 May, 1944 in the Western Suburbs Hospital at 57 years of age.  Family arrangements were published in the:


Interment took place in the Church of England portion K, row 15 of Macquarie Park Cemetery.
Mrs Mildred B. Walton died in 1973 and interred with her husband.

Sydney Cemetery Transcriptions gives a headstone transcript for him as:

SAPPER JAMES HECTOR WALTON
21539 – 2nd Divisional Signal Company

James Hector Walton was born on 20 July, 1900 at Nyngan, New South Wales the son of Richard Willis and Magdalene (nee McIntyre) Walton.  He became a postal assistant.
At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney the single eighteen-year-old whose postal address as care of the G.P.O. Sydney applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 12 April, 1917.  His parents gave their consent for him to enlist in the Wireless Corps of the A.I.F. being under twenty-one years of age on April 23.

Attestation forms describe him as (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing (154lbs) with a chest expansion of (33-36ins) and a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on the right leg near the ankle.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was father Richard Willis Walton of Spring Ponds, Bungonia, NSW.  Swearing in took place the same day.
Basic training commenced on 1 May, 1917 and three days later was sent to the Showgrounds camp at Moore Park, Sydney to the Wireless School until 4 June when sent sick to Milson Island for treatment of a social disease.  Returned to the Engineers at Moore Park on 3 July until 6 November when transferred to Signal School at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne (3rd Military District) then trained with the 34th Division Signal Company until February 15, 1918.  His rank was sapper with the regimental number 21539.
The Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Vic on February 28, 1918 on board the HMAT A71 Nestor and crossed the Pacific Ocean arriving at Colon, Panama on March 25, 1918.  On March 28 the transport departed Panama and tied up at Newport News, U.S.A. on April 3 remaining there for three days and leaving port on April 6, 1918.  
Halifax, Nova Scotia was the next port-of-call on April 9 for a day at the wharf to refuel for the voyage to England.  The voyage terminated after fifty-one days at sea at Liverpool, England on April 19 and docked where the disembarking the Reinforcements entrained to Tidworth the next day.  
They marched into the Aust Details No. 3 camp at Parkhouse the same day April 20, 1918 for further training for the front. Ten days later marched out to the Engineers Training Depot (Signal Section) at Clifton.  

Left for France on 20 May, 1918 from Folkstone for the Aust General Base Depot then to the 2nd Division Signal Coy and taken on strength on 29 August, 1918 where he remained until Peace was declared.
On 27 April, 1919 was transferred to the Aust Corps Signal Company and taken on strength on May 31, 1919.  Marched out on 10 June from Havre for return to England arriving at the No.3 Group camp at Sutton Veny.
On 18 July was granted Non-Military Employment (NME) and to report to London for Special Leave at the Repatriation and Demobilisation Depot on 18 July.  His leave was from 17 July to 18 October, 1917 with pay and subsistence and fees of £4 to study Telepathy attending the Marconi School, Strand.  On completion of leave was retransferred back to the 2nd Divisional Signal Company.

Was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital on 22 October, 1919 and after 20 days curative care discharged to duty on November 13.

After demobilisation Sapper Walton embarked for Australia on 1 January, 1920 on board H.T. Cap Verde.  Base Records advised his mother on 20 January he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 14 February, 1920.  News on their arrival was reported in the:
He arrived in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 28 February, 1920.  Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 30 March, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (81799) and the Victory Medal (772770) were issued for serving his country to Sapper James Hector Walton, 2nd Divisional Signal Company.

In 1930 he was a telegraphist residing at 63 George Street, Bondi, Sydney.  By 1949 he was at the Barcoo Hotel Blackall, Qld and the postmaster there.  Four years later was at 55 Earlwood Avenue, Earlwood and still the postmaster.  In 1955 he was retired at Coolangatta Road, Tugun, Qld.

James Hector Walton passed away on 13 December, 1955 aged 58years.


His name is inscribed on the Roll of Honour for the Strathfield Council.


Goulburn Evening Penny Post Tuesday October 30, 1917:


CASUALTIES


The 347th list of casualties contains the names of 94 men who died of wounds and 678 wounded.  The wounded include—Sapper Thomas William Walton, Bungonia					Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Monday December 31, 1917





    R. W. WALTON	    Sapper J. H. WALTON	         Sapper T. W. WALTON


             seriously wounded		   on active service		wounded





Sunday Times (Sydney) Sunday December 1, 1918:


LIST NO 448 – WOUNDED


Spr. T.W. WALTON, Bungonia (2nd Occ.)						Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald (Saturday April 26, 1919:


THE EURIPIDES – MORE RETURNED SOLDIERS LAND – ANZAC DAY RECEPTION


Yesterday about 530 New South Wales soldiers, who were brought from England in the Euripides, were released from quarantine.  Some returned men had served with the Light Horse.  The others belong to other units.  Landing on Anzac Day, the men had a great reception.  The welcome at Woolloomooloo Bay wharf between 2 and 3 o’clock was followed by a more enthusiastic demonstration at the Anzac Buffet in the Domain.  		     


Contd.





Continues:


FLOWERS AND CHEERS


There was great cheering when the first motor car on the Red Cross registry, the now well-known “Victory” car, entered the Buffet, shortly after 2 o’clock.  Lieut.-Colonel W.E. David, C.M.G., D.S.O. (better known as Professor David, of the University of Sydney) reached the Buffet a little in advance of the other officers and men.  The professor, who had been away three years arrived in a motor car with Mrs David and his daughter.  In addition to the C.M.G and D.S.O. decorations he wore the ribbon of the King’s Polar Medal.  The University of Sydney was represented by Mr Justice Ferguson (vice-chancellor).  


In the pavilion Mrs J.H. Malden (wife of the Director of Botanic Gardens) presented Mrs David with a bouquet of orchids.  A presentation by Miss Malden to Miss David of a bouquet of roses followed.  A huge bunch of roses was then handed to Mrs David by Mrs Phippard and Mrs Cohen.	


The members of the Wives and Mothers Association (Dulwich Hill and Marrickville centre) presented Miss Evans, who is in charge of the Buffet, with a bunch of sweet peas and dahlias. 


Prominent among the officers who returned yesterday was Major J.A. Pollock (Professor of Physics in the University of Sydney who had been three years on the other side of the world.  Going away with the rank of Captain in the Mining Corps, the professor spent most of his time in laboratory work in Belgium.  His later activities were in connection with aeroplane construction in England.			              Article abridged


			





He was living with his mother at Dulwich Hill, Sydney, in 1921 when he joined the New South Wales Police Force.











He married on 6 November, 1924 at Quirindi to Florence Elizabeth Yates.  





Florence was born in 1903 at Darlinghurst, Sydney, the daughter of Samuel Tilly and Florence Ann (nee Crabb) Yates.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday December 19, 1927:


PYRMONT MURDER – CORONER PERPLEXED


Constable Thomas William Walton, stated that in June, 1924, Mrs Urquhart visited the police station in a distressed condition, and covered with blood.  She said her husband has assaulted her, and later when Urquhart was charged with the offence, he was sentenced to imprisonment for six months with hard labour.                           


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday June 11, 1965:


DEATHS


WALTON, Thomas William—(M.M.), June 10, 1965 (Suddenly), at his residence, 88 Burdett Street, Hornsby, retired 1st class Sergeant, N.S.W. Police, dearly loved husband of Florence Elizabeth, loved father and father-in-law of Thomas and Amy, James and Joyce, George and Eileen, Pamela, Lucinda and Neil Swinson, and Shirley, and fond grandfather of their children.  By request no flowers.  For funeral details phone 51-5584 or 51-7286.





His Commonwealth War Grave in Macquarie Memorial Park, Sydney, NSW


Photo sourced from Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Photo courtesy Richard Walton,


grandson of Thomas William Walton





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday March 19, 1918:


THE LIST


The following is a list of the soldiers to disembark tomorrow:


Richard Willis Walton, 4th L. H. Tng Regt.							 Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday May 11, 1944:


DEATHS


WALTON. –May 10, 1944, at Western Suburbs Hospital, Richard (Dick), of 6 Bengella Road, Concord West, dearly beloved husband of Mildred Beatrice and dear father of Lillian, Richard and John, aged 57 years.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday May 11, 1944:


FUNERALS


WALTON. –The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Mildred Beatrice Walton, 0f 6 Bengalla Road, Concord West, and Family, are invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly beloved husband and their dear Father Richard (Dick); to leave the Metropolitan Funeral Home, Railway Parade, Burwood, This Day after a service commencing at 3 p.m. for the Church of England Cemetery, Northern Suburbs.


METROPOLITAN BURIAL AND CREMATION SOCIETY


WALTON. –Members of the Lodge Perseverance No. 411 U.G.L. are invited to attend the funeral of their Esteemed Fellow-Member Bro. Richard Willis Walton.  For particulars see Family Notice.


							E.M. BOOTH, W.M.  V.H. CARSON, Sec.





Richard Willis Walton


57 years


Died 10 May, 1944





Our Parents





Daily News Saturday February 14, 1920:


H.M.A.T. CAP VERDE – THE LAST OFFICIAL TRANSPORT


Stated to be the last official transport coming out to Australia, and carrying 663 Australian troops and dependants, H.M.A.T. CAP VERDE berthed at Victoria Quay at noon to-day, and landed about 70 troops and dependants for this State shortly afterwards.  The vessel left Avonmouth on January 5, and had a pleasant voyage, which was without incident, there being no serious sickness or deaths on the way out.





His Commonwealth War Grave in Tweed Heads Cemetery, NSW


Photo sourced from Dept of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Interment took place in the General Lawn, section 51 of Tweed Heads Cemetery in grave n. 136.





Strathfield Council WWI Roll of Honour Board


Photo sourced from Memorial Register of NSW by J. MacRitchie, Strathfield Council
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