SAPPER WILLIAM WALKER

5854 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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William Walker was a third generation miner.  His father Hugh was a coal miner in Australia and an ironstone and coal miner in Scotland, as was his father Robert.    
William Walker was 23 years old when he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ at Newcastle, New South Wales on 29 April 1916.  Born in Adamstown, New South Wales and living at Killingworth in that State, William was dark of complexion with brown eyes and black hair.  He was 6’0½” tall, weighed 140lbs and had perfect vision.

He named his wife Sarah Ann Walker, of Killingworth, as his Next of Kin and allotted 3/5ths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.

Initially appointed as a Private soldier to “A” Company, Newcastle Depot Battalion on 3 May 1916, he was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements Seymour on 5 July 1916 with the rank of Sapper.

He embarked at Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT A38 Ulysses 25 October 1916 November 1916, with 516 members of the October, November and December Reinforcements, disembarking at Plymouth, England on 28 December.  After training at the Australian Details Camp, Perham Downs, William proceeded overseas to France from Folkestone per SS Onward on 28 January 1917, marching in to the Tunnelling Reinforcements at the Australian General Base Depot at Rouelles. 

He was taken on strength of 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 6 February, working with the unit in areas around Loos, Hill 70, Lens, Arras, Vermelles and other locations within the 1st ARMY area of operation.  

William was wounded in action (Gas) on 23 December 1917 and was treated at 18th Casualty Clearing Station before being transferred to the 2nd Stationary Hospital, Boulogne where he was admitted with gas burns.  

On 2 January 1918 William’s wife Sarah was advised that he had been ‘wounded – effects of gas’.

Newcastle Morning Herald - 8 January 1918
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William was transferred to the 9th Convalescent Hospital at Boulogne on 25 January 1918, returning to the A.G.B.D. on 25 February.  He rejoined his unit until 14 March 1918.

William enjoyed some leave between 5 and 19 December 1918. 

He was admitted to the 11th Casualty Clearing Station with influenza on 28 January, rejoining his unit on   February 1919.  He embarked from France on 17 March 1919, marching into the 2nd Training Brigade at Codford on 18 March, and left England on 11 May 1919 on board HT Zealandia for repatriation to Australia. 

Disembarking in Sydney, Australia on 28 June 1919 William was given a clean bill of health suffering no disabilities from his war service at The Disembarkation Medical Board (Domain Anzac Buffet, Sydney), 

5854 Sapper William Walker was discharged from the Australian Imperial Force in the 2nd Military District on 8 August 1919.

William wrote to Major McLean, O.C. Base Records, Melbourne on 31 July 1919 advising that he had been approached by the Grand United Order of Oddfellows for a report on his hospital records whilst on active service.

On 20 October 1926 William wrote to the O.C., Victoria Barracks, Melbourne asking that any medals to which he was entitled be forwarded to him at Killingworth via Newcastle, New South Wales.  His British War Medal (No. 60713) and the Victory Medal (No. 58802) were forwarded to him on 17 December 1926 and he signed the acquittal slip on 20 December. 

His name appears on the Killingworth War Memorial, along with his brothers-in-law Alfred and John Punton, also in 3ATC.

William Walker died in 1957 and is buried at Toronto, New South Wales.

5854 William Walker 3ATC married Sarah Ann Punton, the sister of 5811 Alfred & 5812 John Punton, both of 3ATC.

5812 John Punton married Ellen Walker, the sister of 5854 William Walker.

5555 John Horne 1ATC married Elizabeth Walker, the sister of 5854 William Walker.

The story goes that William Walker and John Punton met up during their time in France and the love of a little drink or three resulted in their being AWOL.  An officer stood up for them and no charges where issued, as they were actually with their unit when they passed out.
 

John Punton and John Horne met up as well and there are 2 versions of the following story:

It seems that the diggers were told that the safest place to be if caught in open ground during artillery fire was in a shell crater. 
 

After a particularly heavy bombardment of their position in the trench sap, John Horne, John Punton and others set up an ammo box for a table in a large shell crater and started playing cards.  During the game the shelling started again and a large shell landed in the crater but didn’t explode.  One of the men was heard to say: "lucky we were in the bloody crater or we'd have been buggered for sure"
 

The other story goes that it was John Punton and William Walker while being shelled on the way to their position. John and William jumped into a crater in which a shell landed and didn’t explode.
 

John Horne was supposed to have been a real character.  The three families all tell the story. 

Family folklore states that William Walker and John Punton were able to sink vertical shafts in sand without bracing of any kind, a technique used by them in WW1.       
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Gas Poisening of Straper William Walker of Killingsworth





Mrs Walker of Killingsworth has received word that her husband Straper William Walker has suffered the effects of gas, he is the son of Mr H Walker of Killinsworth.  He enlisted about 1916.











