SAPPER HAROLD SIDNEY VIOLETTE

1287 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / Aust. Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Born in 1885 in Casino, New South Wales (NSW), Harold was the only son of Dr. William Bradley and Mary Ann (nee Gill) Violette.

It is possible that Harold attended The King’s School, in Sydney.

A medical examination at The Town Hall Recruiting Depot, Sydney on 29 December 1915 recorded that he was 30 years and 10 months of age; that he was 5ft 11ins tall and weighed 136 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair.  Harold was of the Church of England faith.

Age 30 Marine Engineer by trade, having served a 5-year apprenticeship with Clyde Engineering Company, NSW, Harold signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, at Casula, NSW on 12 January 1916 and was appointed to the Mining Reinforcements.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his step-sister Mrs. J. Potter of Railway Parade, Mortdale, NSW, and embarked at Sydney on board Ulysses on 20 February 1916 with No.3 Company of the Australian Mining Corps

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

No.3 Company became the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC).  

On 13 June 1916 the O.C. 3ATC awarded Harold a 10-shilling fine for being drink on 11 June.

On 5 July 1916 Harold was brought before a Field General Court Martial (FGCM) for offences committed on 27 June:

1. Drunkeness

2. Striking a superior officer 

He was awarded 91 days Field Punishment No.1.

On 7 October 1916 Harold was transferred to the AEMMBC where he was taken on supernumerary strength.

Harold had been a member of 3ATC from May 1916 until transfer to the AEMMBC inOctober 1916.  3ATC first saw action at Boers Head in the lead up the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and were engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 21 May 1917 he was admitted to the 50th Casualty Clearing Station suffering with scabies.  He rejoined his unit on 26 May.

He received his blue chevrons about this time.  Each blue Service chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A Red chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

In 1918 Harold enjoyed some leave from 16 February until 2 March.  On 26 April he was wounded in action (phosgene gas) and admitted to the 139th Field Ambulance.  He was transferred the 36th Casualty Clearing Station the same day and then to Ambulance Train 9 before being admitted to the 2nd Australian General Hospital at Boulogne on 27 April.

On 22 May he was transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot at Boulogne and then to the 1oth Convalescent Depot at Ecault on 25 May.

He was discharged to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles on 29 May, marching out to his unit on 7 June and rejoining the AEMMBC 2 days later.

He was taken on strength of the AEMMBC on 1 August 1918.

The AEMMBC, with a strength of little more than 300 men, was employed along the entire Western Front providing lighting and ventilation to dugouts and boring for water supplies where needed.  They worked with all 5 Armies of the British Expeditionary Force. 

On 18 October he was charged with being absent without leave during working hours from 9.30 am till 11.30 am on 17 October.  He was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.2.

Harold proceeded on leave to Paris on 17 December 1918, rejoining his unit on 3 January 1919.

He was granted leave from France and proceeded to England 21 January, due to return to his unit on 4 February.  On 3 February he was admitted the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford with bronchitis.  He was discharged to furlough on 24 February, to report to No.2 Command Depot, Wymouth on 3 March.  He was granted an extension of leave until 10 March when he reported as directed.

Harold left London on 1 April 1919 for return to Australia on board HMAT A9 Shropshire.  On 7 April he was appointed ‘boat police at sea’.  He disembarked at Sydney on 17 May 1919 and was discharged from the A.I.F. on 20 July 1919 entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.


Reunions

Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnelling Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed. 

Harold first appears on the list in 1928 giving his address as 11 Market Street, Riverstone.   Previous to 1928 it is believed his address was 69 Ourimbah Road, Mosman.  There was no reply to an Association letter in 1931, and a letter of May 1940 was returned unopened.  His death is notated as 23 October 1941.

Harold married Marion Gladys (nee Hunter) on 4 May 1929 at Sydney.  Marion had previously been married to Reginald Thomas Pollard in 1910 and had four children with him.  2694 L/Cpl Reginald Thomas Pollard served 1916-1918 on the Western Front with the Australian Veterinarian Hospital.  The couple had divorced in 1926.

Harold Sidney Violette died on 23 October 1941 at Newtown, NSW.  


He was buried at Rookwood Cemetery, Church of England section.
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The Braidwood Review and District Advocate – NSW – Tuesday 10 July 1923:


THE MINING PARTNERSHIPS ACT, 1900.


ACT No. 21 of 1900.


I the undersigned ALFRED ALBERT ERNEST WARNE of Major's Creek via Braidwood in the State of New South Wales Miner hereby make application to register the Major's Creek Syndicate Limited under the provisions of the Mining Partnerships Act 1900 and I do solemnly and sincerely declare that the following statement is to the best of my belief and knowledge true in every particular namely: — 


The name and style of the Company is the Major's Creek Syndi cate Limited. 


The place of operation is at Major's Creek, Braidwood. 


The nominal capital of the Company is One thousand pounds in one hundred shares of Ten pounds each.


The amount already paid up is One hundred pounds. 


The name of the Manager is Alfred Albert Ernest Warne. 


The office of the Company is at Major's Creek, via Braidwood. 


The names and several residences of the shareholders and the number of shares held by each at this date are as follows: 


NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF SHAREHOLDERS			Number of Shares held by Each. 


John Baker of Mortdale 									One 


Arthur Gribble of Bell's Creek								One 


Mrs. Fanny Lidscombe of Walker Street. Redfern					One 


James Barnard of Peakhurst								One 


James Beehag of Peakhurst								One 


Eric James Small of Peakhurst								One 


Leslie William Eyles of Forest Lodge Hotel, Forest Lodge				One 


Alfred Jones Jones of Peakhurst								One 


Mrs. Frances Solomon of Goulburn Street, Sydney					One 


Walter Richard Hutchinsou, 244 Bridge Road, Forest Lodge				Two 


Emily Lethart of Charles St. Forest Lodge						One 


Harold Sidney Violette of Thompson street Darlinghurst					One 


John Elphinstone Lane of Penshurst							Five 


Michael Shields of York St. Sydney							Five 


Robert Dolman of li8 Upper Fort St. Sydney						One 


Thomas McCormick of Major's Creek							Five 


Alfred Albert Ernest Warne of Major's Creek						Five


 


DATED this twenty sixth day of June. 1923. 


Witness to Signature: 				ALFRED ALBERT ERNEST WARNE, 


Archibald McDonald. 						Manager.











Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Saturday 245 October 1941:


DEATHS


VIOLETTE - October 23 (suddenly) Harold Sidney, only son late Dr Bradley Violette, Parramatta, and brother of Mrs. L. T. Potter of Mosman, aged 57 years.














