SAPPER DOMINIC CHARLES VECCHIA
1194 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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Dominic Charles Vecchia stated he was born on October 4, 1869 in San Benigno Canavese about 30km from Turin in the north-west of Italy as Domenico Carlo Vecchia.  At twenty-eight years of age he arrived at Albany, Western Australia on the S.S. Westralia from South Africa in March 1897.  News of the ship’s arrival was published in the:
Since his arrival Dominic said he resided two months at Northam, four months at Lake Austin, eight months at Cue and then at Day Dawn for six months.  He was at Fremantle for eighteen months.
He married in 1901 to Alice Kelly with their marriage registered in Perth, W.A and they went to Mt Magnet remaining there for two and a half years.  While there on March 17, 1904 Dominic, now thirty-four years of age, applied for Naturalisation with the local Justice of the Peace, recording that he had been a resident for seven years and was married with two children, one male and one female.  After taking the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ on April 25, 1904 at Lennonville, W.A. the miner was granted naturalisation on May 1, 1904.

He was working as a labourer residing at Snowdon Street, Geraldton, W.A. before 1915.  At the recruiting depot there on November 13 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  
Deleting a few birthdays on Attestation forms the married miner is described as almost forty-five years old, standing 172cms (5ft 7¾ins) tall and weighing 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-94cms (34½-37ins).  Sallow was his complexion with light brown eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on the right arm and two on the left one.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife, Alice Vecchia, of Snowdon Street, Geraldton, and allotted three-fifths of his pay to support of her.  
Acknowledgement to the departing district’s volunteers for Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth, was published in the:
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Accepted for service he signed and took the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Blackboy Hill camp on November 22, 1915 and basic training commenced with the 36th Depot Battalion as a Private until November 30.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Vecchia was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who had been sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  The Company was made up to strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A.
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:
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On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Vecchia was assigned the regimental number 1194 with the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one.  On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 
Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), colloquially known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  No. 3 Company relieved 255th Company, R.E. in May 1916 in the Laventie/Fauquissart area.
Sapper Vecchia went sick on November 16, 1916 to the 72nd Field Ambulance with bronchitis and was transferred to the 1st Corps Rest Station on November 21 then rejoined his unit on December 6.  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on December 18, 1916.
Shortly after on December 30, 1916 Sapper accidentally slipped on trench boards while mining and injured his left knee and sent to the 73rd Field Ambulance with abrasions the next day.  An inquiry was taken by the Officer Commanding 3rd Tunnelling Company who found the injury was of a trivial nature and certified that his injury occurred while soldier was in performance of military duty.  He re-joined his unit on January 31, 1917.
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Comfort gifts were sent to the Company and each recipient signed the Appreciation Letter returned to the Committee’s secretary in Kalgoorlie, W.A. and reprinted in the: 
He was issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad on February 20, 1918.
On March 8, 1918 Sapper went sick to the 130th Field Ambulance suffering Myalgia (muscular pain) and was transferred the next day to the 54th Casualty Clearing Station.  From there he was transferred for further treatment to the Base Hospital, 7th Stationary Hospital, in Boulogne on March 10.  He was evacuated to England on the hospital ship St Denis on March 15, 1918 and was admitted to the Horton County of London War Hospital at Epsom the next day.  On March 25 he was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  
He appeared before the Medical Board on April 15 and his Statement of Case reads:
Debility:

Premature senility



Origin of debility:
Prior to enlistment



Date of debility:
Australia



Essential facts:
Has been in France 23 months.  Was evacuated to England with






Myalgia on 8th of March, 1918



Cause of debility:
Aggravated by service owing to present war



Caused by:

Existed prior to enlistment

Present condition:
Looks his age.  Well marked arcus senilis. [a whitish ring-shaped or bow-shaped deposit in the cornea] Heart sounds weak.  Arteries thickened



Labour market:
20 percent




Recommendation:
Permanently unfit for general service but fit for defence service in






Australia 15/4/18



Approved:

29/4/18 

He was discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on April 16, 1918.

In the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded when he left for Australia:

“On 17/6/18 the following embarked for Australia:-

1088 Cpl Mathews, A.E. 

1003 Spr Fair, K.P.

1143 Spr Rogers, W.J.

1184 Spr Turton, A.


1186 Cpl Thompson, E.

1194 Spr Vecchia, D.C.

4253 Sgt Gordon, A.


4264 Spr  Barden, G.J.

4294 Spr Carlton, F.W.

4305 Spr Crane, A.S.


4339   “   Gorrie, W.

4346   “   Hall, W.T.


4382   “   Lane, J.A.


4523   “   Woolf, J.

5022   “   Wise, E.


5863   “   Williams, E.J.


4521   “   Woods, G.J.

7717   “   White-Parsons, A.T.”
Sapper Vecchia embarked from Devonport, England for discharge in Australia on June 17, 1918 on board the H.T. Matatua due to premature senility.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his wife on July 3, 1918 that he was returning home.  
His name appeared in the list of soldiers published in the:

The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on August 8, 1918 and he was taken to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle for a disembarkation medical examination.  He remained at the hospital overnight.  
Discharge report stated overage 48 years with rheumatism pains at times in back and legs.  
“None at present.  General condition good.  D.P.U.  No incapacity.”  
He was discharged to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers for processing.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on September 4, 1918 as medically unfit.  For service to his country Sapper 1194 Dominic Charles Vecchia, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8252) and the Victory Medal (8217).

Dominic Charles Vecchia died on August 28, 1922 aged 53 years from tuberculosis at the Edward Millen Sanatorium, Victoria Park, Perth.  Burial took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery with in section DB in gravesite 651. 
His family placed the following notice of Thanks in the:
Particulars of his War Service were given to the A.I.F. Canteen Trust Fund.  This Trust Fund, under the Act for assistance and benefits, were only given to returned soldiers who were seriously incapacitated.  The Fund Trustees interpreted the term ‘seriously disabled’ as liberally as possible but they could not properly preclude all those who had suffered disabilities. 
Base Records advised the Repatriation Commission of W.A. on August 11, 1924 that due to the Commission accepting the ex-soldier’s death at the Edward Millen Hospital, Victoria Park on August 28, 1922 attributed to the effects of war service consideration may be given to the issue of the Memorial Scroll and Plaque on account of the deceased’s services.

The West Australian Branch of the Repatriation Commission replied back on August 20, 1924 to Base Records advising that the former soldier died at 10.15am on August 28, 1922 and the cause of death was T.B. Chest, which is a disability accepted due to war service.
Base Records wrote to Mrs A. Vecchia at Snowdon Street, Geraldton, W.A. on September 15, 1924 in connection with the regrettable loss of her husband informing her that it was the intention of the Department to arrange for issue on account of the late soldier’s services with the A.I.F., the Memorial Scroll and Plaque.  They were eager to learn whether this was her permanent address so that these mementoes may be safely forwarded when available.

Alice Vecchia replied (undated) from 444 Newcastle Street, Perth saying that she had left there for some years and their letter had been delayed.  She would be pleased to receive the Plaque and Scroll at the above address.  
Records replied to her current address on October 22, 1924 inquiring again if that address would safely reach her in regards to mementoes of her late husband.  
Mrs Vecchia replied on October 30, 1924 that this was her present address and would be for some time and would be pleased to receive the Plaque and Scroll in memory of her late husband.

Base Records forwarded on October 27, 1924 to his widow the Memorial Plaque (346027) and the Memorial Scroll (346027).  His grave was also marked by a Commonwealth War Grave headstone.  
Mrs Alice Vecchia passed away on March 26, 1949 and interred in the Roman Catholic portion of the Karrakatta cemetery.  Family notices were published in the:

Further announcements of her demise were published in the:
Dominic Vecchia is commemorated in the Garden of Remembrance, Perth War Cemetery, Smyth Road, Nedlands, with a plaque on Wall 41, Row C.

The following was received in 2016 from the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, Perth, W.A. in regards to their burial plot in Karrakatta Cemetery: 


West Australian Friday March 12, 1897:


A NEW STEAMER


THE S.S. WESTRALIA


ALBANY, March 11.


The latest addition to Messrs Huddart Parker and Co’s fleet, named the Westralia, arrived here to-day after a passage of 39 days 12 hours from London, via Cape Town.  The Westralia was built by Sir Jas. Laing Sunderland, and was designed by William Cumming, Huddart Parker’s Superintending Engineer, who supervised the construction.  She has several new features, and is a very handsome and well equipped ship.  Her tonnage is 3,000, her length 340 feet, beam 42 feet, horse power indicated 2,600.  Her saloons, smoking rooms, &c., are on the main deck, the whole passenger space being occupied by berths.  Her fittings throughout are more like those of a palatial mail steamer than an intercolonial steamer.  Electric bells and lights are fitted up throughout and she has Clark Chapman's friction winches.  The comfort of the passengers is provided for in every possible manner.  The berths consist of folding beds, fitted with Orient spring mattresses, artistic effects being got in the panels and windows.  Altogether the Westralia is most luxuriously furnished.  The captain says she is remarkably steady, and did not roll more that 10deg. throughout the whole trip.  She is landing 900 tons of cargo here.  Captain Bull who brought her out, is to retain command.





Geraldton Guardian Saturday November 20, 1915:


WAR ITEMS - GERALDTON RECRUITS


The following recruits went down to camp from Geraldton during the week: H. Wilsden, C. Findlay, C.W. Millward, G.E.W. Jones, L.H. Stafford, F.E. Beard, N.A. Wilton, M.J. Kelly, A. Thompson, R.G. Rennie, D.G. Vecchia, J.L. Gilden, J.J. Boylan, E. Keaven, H. Brownrigg, R. Muir, M. Abbott and A.W. Parker.





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….D.C. Vecchia


Article abridged





AWM Image ID - E01681


Hulluch, 30 January 1918 - Men of the 3rd Australian Company excavating a chamber in the chalk in the Hulluch subway system. The chalk was dug out with miners' picks and filled into bags. These bags were trucked along the gallery to suitable positions, hauled to the surface and emptied at night. In places where the chalk crumbled, the walls had to be revetted, as is seen on the left. Identified left to right: Captain R. J. Langton MC, Officer Commanding, No. 1 Section (holding bag); 1194 Sapper (Spr) D. C. Vecchia; 6772 Spr C. A. L. Robinson, all members of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS


MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—1194 D.C. Vecchia,										Article abridged





Daily News Thursday July 11, 1918:


OUR RETURNING SOLDIERS – LIST “O”


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad: 1194 D.C. Vecchia


											Article abridged





West Australian Tuesday September 26, 1922:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mrs Vecchia and Family wish to sincerely THANK the Matron, Sisters and Staff of the Edward Millen Home for kindness shown to their late husband and father; also for floral tributes, telegrams, cards and personal expressions of sympathy, in their recent sad bereavement.





West Australian Monday March 28, 1949:


DEATHS


VECCHIA.—On March 26, at Subiaco, Alice, widow of the late D.C. Vecchia; dearly beloved mother of Leo, Mona (Mrs G. Clarke) and Lucy (Mrs G. Barron).


VECCHIA.—On March 26, at Subiaco, passed peacefully away, Alice, loving mother and mother-in-law of Leo and Margaret.


Requiescat in pace


VECCHIA.—On March 26, at Subiaco, Alice, loving and loved mother and mother-in-law of Mona and George, fond grandmother of Bernie, Ron and Janet.


Ever remembered


Requiescat in pace


VECCHIA.—On March 26, at Subiaco, Alice, loving and loved mother and mother-in-law of Lucy and Graham, darling grandmother of Kevin.


Our Mum


Requiescat in pace


VECCHIA.—On March 26, at Subiaco, Alice Vecchia, a devoted and fond friend of Mrs C.E. Ward.


Sweet rest.


FUNERAL NOTICES


VECCHIA.—The Friends of the late Mrs Alice Vecchia, of 126 Harold Street, Highgate Hill, are respectfully informed that her remains will be privately interred in the Roman Catholic portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON by PERTH FUNERAL DIRECTORS PTY LTD of 379 Hay-street, Perth.





Geraldton Guardian Tuesday March 29, 1949:


DEATH


VECCHIA—On March 26th, 1949, at Subiaco, Alice, widow of the late D.C. Vecchia, dearly loved mother of Leo, Mona (Mrs G. Clarke) and Lucy (Mrs G. Barron).


LOCAL AND GENERAL


Former Resident’s Death—The death occurred in Perth on Saturday last of Mrs Alice Vecchia, a former well-known resident of Geraldton.  The deceased lady, who had been in failing health for some time past, removed to the metropolitan area many years ago.  She is survived by one son (Mr L. Vecchia of Geraldton) and two daughters.  The funeral was conducted privately at the Karrakatta Cemetery yesterday afternoon.





Inscription reads:


1194 SAPPER


D. C. VECCHIA


3RD TUNNELLING COMPANY


28TH AUGUST 1922





Photo supplied by Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, W.A. and used with permission





Inscription for Alice Vecchia reads 


SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF


OUR BELOVED MOTHER


ALICE VECCHIA


WHO PASSED AWAY 26TH MARCH 1949


ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO HER


O’LORD.


AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE


UPON HER


MAY HER SOUL REST IN PEACE.





Photo supplied by Metropolitan Cemeteries Board and used with permission
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The West Australian Thursday August 1930:


STATE WAR MEMORIAL


NAMES FOR TABLETS


The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing their names on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mount Eliza.  
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“The Roman Catholic section DB.  This area is now a rose garden and although the remains have not been touched, many headstones have been relocated.  Our records show that Dominic’s headstone was relocated to the Commonwealth War Graves located on Smyth Road.  Prior to redevelopment, photos are taken of all monuments.”








