SAPPER ALBERT ARTHUR VALANTINE
8081 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Albert (Bert) Arthur Valantine was born on 17 August, 1890 the son of Thomas William and Alice (nee Bartlett) Valantine in Peckham, London, England.  In 1881 the family were living at 38 Topperfield Road, Camberwell, Peckham and was made up of Thomas (36) furniture porter, Alice (36) dressmaker, Caroline L. (12), Lily P. (11), Francis T. (9), Sidney G. (7), Percy (4) Daisy V. (2) and Albert A. (8mths) plus two lodgers.  
At three years of age Albert (Berty) was admitted on 11 June, 1894 to the Lyndhurst and General School.

In 1901 the family were residents at 5 Lindo Street, Deptford South and were Thomas W. (47) furniture carter, Alice (47) Caroline (22) dressmaker, Francis (19) and Sidney G. (17) night carters, Percy (14), Daisy (12) Berty (9), Florence M. (7) and Thomas Eades (26) son-in-law and Alice (25) with Lillian, granddaughter (11mths).
Ten years later in 1911 Bert (20) single with the occupation of carman was living at 48 Carts Road, Old Kent Town in a three roomed house as a friend of Arthur Beeden and his wife and children.  

He stated he served a two-year apprenticeship with John Killey, Brackley, England.
Bert embarked from Tilbury, England on 24 October, 1913 on the Orient liner R.M.S. Orsova for Queensland, Australia arriving in Brisbane on 8 December, 1913.  He was one of 61 immigrants for the State.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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He went to Ipswich and was married on 23 March, 1915 to Minnie Young and worked as a milk carter living at Lennon Lane, North Ipswich.
He appeared in the Summons Court with the following reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Ipswich on 1 August, 1917 the married twenty-eight-year-old grocer’s assistant applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination subject to dental treatment.  Personal particulars taken show his address was Lennon Lane, North Ipswich and was 167cms (5ft 5¾ins) tall with a chest expansion of 87-95cms (34-37½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 68kgs (150lbs) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his hazel eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was wife Mrs Minnie Valantine of Lennon Lane, North Ipswich and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their three children.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with the No. 1 Depot Company at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) from 10 August to 10 September, 1917 and final home leave was granted from August 21 to 23.  On 11 September was allotted to the Miners Depot then transferred to their training camp at Bendigo, Victoria for further instruction joining the June, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his wife Mrs Minnie Valantine at Tiger Street, Ipswich, Q.  On 25 October was to be Acting Lance Corporal for the voyage.
Sapper Valantine was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  
The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day and he reverted to the rank of Sapper on proceeding overseas to France.

The Reinforcements proceeded from Southampton to France on 8 April, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Ten days later marched into the Aust Corps Depot at Caestre and taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on April 19 who were situated at Saulty.
He was mentioned in the Memoriam notice placed by his wife in the:


Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 10 November and returned to duty on 11 December, 1918.

Orders were received on 18 March, 1919 to return to England and disembarked at Southampton on March 27 and reported to Parkhouse camp for Non-Military Employment from 31 March, 1919 with pay and subsistence of six shillings per day.  This was to study farming with Valantine Bros, 59 Uplead Road, East Dulwich to 30 June.  Sapper was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters, London.  On completion of special leave on June 30 Sapper returned to London Headquarters and granted leave until 16 July, 1919.  
He was to report to Headquarters and march out to Sutton Veny but did not do so.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

AWL from 10 a.m. 18/7/19 to 10 a.m. 22/7/19



Award:

Forfeits 4 day’s pay by Major C.H. Howard 22/7/19


Total forfeiture:
8 day’s pay

Was sent to the depot on 23 July, 1919.

After demobilisation Sapper Valantine embarked for Australia on 23 August, 1919 on board H.T. Anchises.  Base Records advised his wife on 10 September that he was returning home.

Sapper was reported AWL at Cape Town on 12 September and re-embarked at Durban on the Anchises having made the journey by train there.
Further discipline was issued on the troopship:



Offence:
(1) Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline in that




he failed to be on board his ship Anchises at 1500hrs, when she sailed





for Durban, leave having expired at 1300hrs on 12/9/19





(2) AWL from 1300hrs 12/9/19 till he reported to A.I.F. Depot about





1730hrs 12/9/19



Award:

168 hours detention 
Mrs Minnie Valantine wrote to Base Records on 15 September, 1919 advising that her address was now Brisbane Street, West Ipswich.  This was acknowledged by printed card.

News of his impending return was shared in the:
The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 13 October, 1919.  Brief news of their arrival was published in the:
The soldiers returning to Queensland boarded a special train and met at Central Railway Station by a large crowd on 14 October with their arrival covered in the:



Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 13 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
He was invited to a Welcome Home function which was reported in the:


The British War Medal (32593) and the Victory Medal (30596) were issued to Sapper 8081 Albert Arthur Valantine, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

They remained at Brisbane Street, West Ipswich where in 1921 he worked as a cashier and in 1925 was a grocer.

On the passing of their daughter Joyce the following arrangements were announced in the:

In 1928 they were listed at Syntax Street, West Ipswich and he was a storeman and by 1936 to 1937 were at Kennedy Street, West Ipswich with the same occupation.
His name was mentioned in the memorial placed in the:


In 1943 they couple were at 73 Darling Street, Ipswich and worked as a storeman.
Base Records received a request from the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission for a copy of his service records which were sent on 5 March, 1952.

Albert Arthur Valantine passed away on 1 January, 1965 aged 75 years.  Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Ipswich General Cemetery within section A in grave no. B6953.

Mrs Minnie Valantine died on 24 August, 1966 and is in the same portion of the Ipswich Cemetery in section W in grave B7680.

His name is commemorated on the Ipswich District Roll of Honour.
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Telegraph Tuesday December 9, 1913:


R.S.M. ORSOVA – ARRIVAL FROM LONDON


The R.M.S. Orsova, Captain J.F. Henley, R.N.R., R.D. in command, arrived here from London yesterday afternoon and berthed at the Stevedoring Company’s wharf, New Farm.  The steamer was brought in from the cape by Pilot Mercer Smith, without mishap.						Article abridged





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Saturday July 14, 1917:


PROHIBITION ORDER STRUCK OFF


In the Summons Court, yesterday morning, before the Police Magistrate (Mr J. Stewart Berge), Arthur Albert Valentine appeared for a prohibition order against him.  The order had been applied for by his wife, who failed to appear to substantiate the claim, and the Police Magistrate ordered the case to be struck off.
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Queensland Times (Ipswich) Tuesday August 13, 1918:


IN MEMORIAM


YOUNG—In loving memory of my dear mother Ellen Young, who departed this life on 13th August, 1915.


	“Gone but not forgotten.”


Inserted by her loving daughter and son-in-law Minnie and Sapper A.A. Valantine.





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Friday September 19, 1919:


MILITARY ITEMS


Mrs M. Valantine, Brisbane-street West, has received word from the Base Records office, Melbourne, stating that her husband, Sapper A.A. Valantine is returning to Australia on the transport “Anchises.”





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Tuesday 14 October, 1919:


TROOPS BY ANCHISES


Over 450 men returned to Australia by the transport Anchises who were welcomed at the Anzac Buffet yesterday.  


There were a number of cot cases, which were removed direct to Randwick Hospital from the wharf.


The Queenslanders were speedily were taken to the Central Railway Station, and left by special train for Brisbane during the morning.





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Wednesday October 15, 1919:


ANCHISES TROOPS – 175 MEN RETURN


“We had a beautiful trip from Devonport to Durban.  There the sea did a joss for a few days, but the rest of the trip was fine.  This was on the water. We disembarked in Sydney and entrained there for Brisbane. There was no a sleeper provided.  New South Wales should have put them on at Sydney.  We were glad to get to Queensland, where we were splendidly treated all along the line.


Cont’d





Continues:


A member of the draft which arrived last night by the troop train summed up the trip home in words given above.


There was an unusually large crowd present at the Central station to meet the train, which arrived to time.  


Among those present were the Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving), and the A.A.G, (Major Murray), the district guard under Lieut. Casey and the Army Reserve Band, were present.


About 50 motor cars were furnished gratuitously by the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, under Miss D. M’Cook and the men were driven over to Kangaroo Point Military Hospital where they were entertained to tea by the Red Cross ladies.


Addresses of welcome were delivered by his Excellency the Governor (Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams), the Commandant, the Minister of Agriculture (Mr Gillies) and the Deputy Mayor (Alderman J. M’Master).       											Article abridged





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Thursday January 22, 1920:


IPSWICH


The Citizens’ Welcome Home committee arranged a function on Tuesday night to tender a welcome home to a number of Ipswich soldiers.  There was not as big an audience in the Town Hall as is usually the case on such occasions, owing to the wet night.  The soldiers were entertained a t dinner at Whitehouse Café and after wards a public meeting was held in the Town Hall, when speeches were delivered by the Mayor (Ald. E.J.L. Eastern.)  The State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving), and several others.  The Commandant presented a Military Medal to Pte H.O. Chalk.  The following is a list of those soldiers who were invited to the function: A.A. Valantine											


Article abridged





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Monday December 15, 1924:


FUNERAL


The friends of Mr and Mrs A.A. VALANTINE are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their deceased Daughter (JOYCE), to move from their Residence, Brisbane-street, West Ipswich at 3 o’clock THIS (MONDAY) AFTERNOON.


J. & N. REED, Undertakers�





Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday October 18, 1939:


IN MEMORIAM


VALENTINE—In affectionate remembrance of our dear Son and Brother Donald Victor (Don) who passed away (in Sydney) 18th October, 1927.


Inserted by his loving mother, brothers, Leslie and Albert.				


Article abridged
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