SAPPER GEORGE TYLER

1185 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

After a 43 day voyage on the 6689-ton Orient Liner Otway George Tyler left Plymouth under Master of the Ship Captain F.S Symons for Australia and arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia in July, 1909.  Among the 425 adults on board was a group of young farmers including George Tyler and Ernest Aldum, both from Stroud and these two went to work in the Williams district of Western Australia. 

George Tyler completed and signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 21 October 1915.  He stated he was born in 1889 the Parish of Chalford near the town of Stroud, Gloucestershire, England.  A Farmer by occupation, he named his mother Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler of Stroud as his Next-of-Kin, his father, Albert William Tyler, being deceased.

His medical examination recorded that he was 26 years and 4 months of age.  He was 5ft 5¼ins tall and weighed 141 pounds.  He had a sallow complexion, light brown hair and black eyes.  He was of the Anglican faith.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:
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George signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Blackboy Hill, Western Australia (WA) on 1 November 1915 and he was appointed to No.3 Company of the newly formed Mining Corps on 3 December 1915.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore George was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  
They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 

George embarked with the Australian Mining Corps at Sydney on 20 February 1916 on board Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  
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The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  

The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

No.3 Company was allotted to the 11th Corps, 1st Army, later being redesignated the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC).  George was a member of No.2 Section and marched into billets at Le Drumez.  Nos.1 and 2 Sections began to relieve the 255th Coy R.E. in the Sector. 

In June 1916 the strength of the 3ATC was 14 Officers and 352 other ranks.  B.E.F. attached personal were 3 Officers and 102 ORs.  During June the Sign Post Lane System was abandoned and allowed to fill with water, as no signs of hostile mining had been heard.  

The clay bed was very thin & wet & tailed out towards the enemy’s lines.  This course was decided on after consultation with the Controller of Mines First Army & General Staff of 61st Division.

During June Defensive Mining was carried out on the whole of our Front which included The Red Lamp Salient, Winchester, Ducksbill and Colvin.    These were workings in Blue Clay at depths of from 20 – 35 feet.  The work averaged 400ft of driving per week in all faces.  Listening played an important part in the work for the month.

On 9 June at Red Lamp Salient one crater was blown by us to smash an enemy gallery which was rapidly approaching our workings.

The Company started to sink a shaft at Marquissait, Colvin & Winchester on 20 June for a defensive mining system, as we thought the enemy was working towards a M.G. Position at the point of the Marquissait Salient.  The Company anticipated trouble and reported it to the 285th Coy R.E.

30 June - On this date the 39th Division B.E.F. attacked the enemy’s position at Boar’s Head.  A party of 2 Officers & 18 ORs of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy had been instructed to try to form a communication trench between a British & an enemy sap by means of exploding a push pipe 4’ to 5’ below surface of No Mans Land.  This work was done with difficulty owing to the nature of the shattered ground, but on completion, the charge in the push pipe was exploded and the resulting crater extended through the British Parapet for half the distance & was of considerable use to the Field Company who completed the trench.  The infantry attack on this occasion was not successful.  The work of the push pipe was carried out under heavy fire & intensive bombardment.  The resulting crater was 60ft long, 20ft wide & 10ft deep.  An appreciative letter was received from G.S. 39th Division.

At Colvin on 1 July 1916 a mine was fired and a crater formed.  The enemy, after an intensive bombardment from 8.45 pm to 10.45 pm raided 3ATC lines.  A magazine of 3ATC containing 1300 lbs of ammonal was exploded by the enemy near No.10 Shaft, which was destroyed.  The enemy exploded a mobile charge in No.11 Shaft, which was consequently damaged.  Lieut H.V. Seale and Lt A.L. Kennedy succeeded in withdrawing all the miners during the barrage, but were both wounded when in a trench shelter attending to a wounded man.

The Work of sinking a 2nd Shaft was started at Mauquissait.  The 257th Tunnelling Company, R.E., relieved 3ATC on part of the Front from and including Winchester southwards.  Relief was completed on 18 July.

 The 257th Coy. were informed by us that the enemy was in proximity to this 2nd Shaft site – about 200ft away.  Later they could not confirm our suspicions and therefore stopped work on the Shaft sinking at Mauquissait.  6 weeks later the enemy blew up the position.

New defensive systems and extensions of the Red Lamp System were then started by 3ATC.  New work was also carried out at Fauquissart, Tillaloy and Chapigny.

In August and September the Company continued Offensive Mining at Red Lamp, Fauquissart, Chapigney sectors, Tilleloy.  November 1916 saw 3ATC relieve the 258th Tunnelling Company, R.E. at Hill 70.


George was due his Blue Chevrons on 20 February 1917.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

He attended a course at First Army Mine School as a Special Listener.  The course ended on 2 April 1917 and George was assessed as ‘Good’.  

On 9 July 1917 he was admitted to the 17th Field Ambulance and then transferred to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station the same day.  On 11 July he was transferred to the Ambulance Train to the 39th General Hospital France where he was admitted on 15 July.

He was discharged to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD), Rouelles, on 28 August, marching out on 2 September and rejoining his unit in the field on 5 September.

George was admitted to the 18th Casualty Clearing Station on 15 January 1918, initially diagnosed as suffering PUO (pyrexia of unknown origin), and was transferred to the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital on 23 January.

He was evacuated to England on 12 February 1918 on board the Jan Breydel and admitted to Southwark Military Hospital, East Dulwich.  He was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield on 20 March suffering Gas Poisoning, and was discharged from hospital on 22 March to No.3 Command Depot, Hurdcott.

On 1 June he marched in to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge-Deverill.  George was charged with being absent without leave from 11 to 13 June and on 17 June awarded 4 days Field Punishment No.2 and forfeiture of 6 days pay.  He proceeded overseas to France on 29 June 1918 and marched in to the AGBD, Rouelles on 30 June, marching out on 2 July and rejoining his unit in the field on 4 July.

On 6 February 1919 George marched out of 3ATC for demobilisation and marched in to the AGBD.  He marched in to R.B.A.A., Heytsbury, England, on 22 February. On 19 March he marched in to the 2nd Training Brigade, Codford.  He was transferred to the 1st Training Brigade, Sutton Veny on 27 March and on 16 April marched in to No.2 Group, Sutton Veny.

George was a member of 3ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia in August 1919.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and were engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Company’s major effort was at Hill 70 where they construction the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.
The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of

Enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.

 


On 8 April 1919 at the Parish Church, Stroud, George married Beatrice Parker of Tower Hill.  Beatrice was the daughter of James and Mary Ann Parker.  On 12 July 1919 George and his wife left London on board Indarra, the couple disembarking at Fremantle on 29 August. 


George was discharged from the A.I.F. at Fremantle on 21 October 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 

The following was advertised in the:


In October 1922 his military and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Melbourne.  
Between 1925 and 1958, the Electoral Roll records George Tyler, Contractor, and Beatrice May Tyler, Home Duties, living at Williams, WA.

Some of his wool sales were reported in the:

George Tyler died on 9 January 1967 at Narrogin, WA.  He was 77 years of age.  His ashes were distributed in the Crematorium Rose Garden, Karrakatta Cemetery, site WP 0149.

Beatrice May Tyler, nee Parker, died on 2 September 1975, also at Narrogin.  She was 87 years of age.  Her ashes were distributed in the Crematorium Rose Garden, Karrakatta Cemetery, site WP 0148.
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with the assistance of John Parker, great nephew of George Tyler.

From the family:

I met Beatrice in Narrogin about 1968 after George had died.  Unfortunately, we know very little about George's family, but I do know a little about Beatrice.  She was born 12 May 1888 and her father was James Parker 1843-1916, who was a "hawker" by trade.  James is my great grand father.  James and his wife Mary had 12 children and Beatrice was the 10th born.  My grandfather Thomas was the 8th born child.  Thomas & Beatrice were very close when they were growing up.  There was 4 years and 4 months between them.
 

Beatrice was engaged to be married to a Stroud man who was killed in WWI, however she either knew or subsequently met George Tyler when he was on leave and was visiting his mother in Stroud.  It is family knowledge that both George & Beatrice regretted that they were unable to have any children.  The family believe that George was a sheep farmer and that he owned a farm around 70,000 acres, which would have been a very large farm in those days.  If that is true, then the local historical society in Narrogin and Williams would know a lot more about the Tylers than they do.  It is more likely that George was a "contractor" perhaps working on various farms in the district.  A local man remembers that George arrived in WA with two other mates after farming in Canada and one of these men (believed to be related to George) remained in WA, but the other chap returned to farm in Canada.  If this other man remained in the district and married a local girl and I am able to trace his ancestors, then there is a good chance that I can find out more about George before WWI.  It is thought that this mans name might have been "Gubbins" or something similar.
A local man in Williams remembers Frederick & Rose Gubbins.  He says that both he and George were clearing contractors and both made good money and were both able to buy farms of about 1500 acres. Frederick eventually owned two farms about this size as the land grant scheme for returned servicemen was active in those days. 

  

Further research has located the farm where George & Beatrice farmed on Nash Road, just south of Williams on the Albany Highway in WA. It was named ‘Hill Farm’ by the Tyler’s, but was renamed ‘Windermere’ when it was purchased by the McCarthy family in 1962. It is now owned by the Johnston family. We also met several people in the William district that remember the Tylers quite well. 

When ‘Hill Farm’ was sold to the McCarthy family, it covered 1,675 acres, of which only 650 acres had been cleared by George. A local historian believes that George was granted this land after returning to WA with his wife Beatrice in 1919 after serving in 3ATC. Prior to the war, George worked as a contractor on grazing land granted to pioneer families that is believed to have totalled approx 70,000 acres.


The attached picture shows the Tyler’s and the new owners (the McCarthy’s) outside their house at ‘Hill Farm’. Beatrice is the lady second from the left (facing the camera) and George is on the right wearing a jacket. This picture is taken from a slide kindly supplied by Bob McCarthy.

The other two men who came with George to WA prior to WWI were Frederick Gubbins and Ernest Aldum. It is thought that both men also served in the A.I.F. 

In the book titled ‘The Williams’ by H.G. Cowan, on page 85 it says “A family group, Fred & Mrs Gubbins, George & Mrs Tyler and Ernest Aldum migrated from England”. Frederick’s wife Rose was George’s sister and they had three children, Elsie, Eddie & Enid. Ernest Aldum sold his farm to James Bee another returned serviceman in mid 1920’s and left WA and returned to the UK.

George & Beatrice retired to live in Narrogin at 4 Hillman Street 6312 after they sold ‘Hill Farm’. George died in 1967 aged 78 years and Beatrice in 1975 aged 86 years. As they had no children the house and contents were left to a close friend of Beatrice a Mrs Elsie Warren. 

Her daughter (Mrs June Stewart) told me that all of Beatrice’s personal effects were cleared out of 4 Hillman Street some time after Beatrice died, so it is possible that any photographs of the Tyler’s or George’s medals were disposed of at the same time.

George suffered gas poisoning during the war and it is now known that many men felt the effects of this for the rest of their lives. Perhaps this is the reason that they were unable to have any children, a fact that Beatrice deeply regretted. Beatrice was considered a very kind and considerate lady and was well liked by everyone who knew her. She always had presents for the local children for their birthdays and at Xmas and Easter. At Christmas time they used to travel around the district in their Austin 7 car with Father Xmas in the back seat.

Written by John Parker 30 June 2016

  

Great Southern Leader (Pingelly) Friday November 5, 1915:


LOCAL AND GENERAL NEWS


RECRUITS FOR OCTOBER.—The following recruits were examined and passed during the month of October, by the medical officer of Narrogin: Robert William Cunstan, Wilfred Cleary, John Frederick Anderson, Wilfred Cheary, Alex Kenneth Phillis, George Easton Hicks, George Tyler, Ernest William Aldum, Ashley Victor Saunders.  


Wickepin Argus Thursday November 4, 1915:


NEWS AND NOTES


DURING October eleven recruits were examined at Narrogin for service at the front, nine of which passed the test, namely—R.W. Cunstan, Wilfred Cheary, J.F. Anderson, Wilfred Elliott, A.K. Phillis, G.E. Hicks, George Tyler, E.W. Aldum, and A.V. Saunders.





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’


Major T.W. Edgeworth David











3RD AUSTRALIAN TUNNELLING COMPANY


WAR DIARY 3rd AUST. TUN COY – NATIONAL ARCHIVES, KEW, LONDON  Ref. No: WO 95  553


24th – 30th November, 1916


The work in progress during the previous week was continued for the remainder of the month.  All the mining was done in hard chalk.  The total footage at all times (12) was 214 feet.  Work was considerably retarded by the charging of two mines, the blowing of one mine by us and two mines by the enemy.  Rescue work and the recovering of bodies followed on the two enemy blows.


30th


Enemy work with the push pick or bayonet was heard close to no. 22 shaft R,L. (70 foot level) , being identified by 4 officers on different occasions.  It was decided to blow 6000 pounds of ammonal.


At about 112 x in no. 21 DDL chamber the ground was very broken with deep cracks.  Strong flow of water from face, which was plugged.  In right hand corner of chamber also struck water.  An enemy camouflet opposite this gallery was blown at 12.40am on 27/11/16 destroying the gallery and killing 20 men.  Charging had been completed by us and tamping about to be started.  


Barker, Charles Victor, 5250; Batson, William Henry, 943; Brockley, John Robert, 2371; Christiansen, Peter Marinus, 1313: Coulton, David, 4340; Daniels, Richard, 5253; Edwards, Lewis Brinley, 1414; Francis, Henry Frederick, 2893; Horton, William Francis, 1030; Kerby, Macklam James Martin DCM, 1364; Ladd, Albert Edward, 1071; Lyons, Michael, 1273; McLean, Hector, 4421; Moore, William James, 4402; Nightingale, William, 4431; Pember, James, 1122; Praed, William James, 4451; Prosser, Thomas Evan, 5014; Reid, John, 4456; Russell, Oswald John Shaw, 4468.


Opposite no. 1 DDR1Li chamber an enemy blow took place at 8 am on 28/11/16 killing two men (Spr Allen, Joseph, 4224 and Spr Cockton, Harold, 970).





“He was one of twenty one men who were buried in a sap and killed by an explosion of a german mine, about midday on November 27th or 28th 1916.  I think he must have been killed by concussion as he only had a small mark on the back of the head and another on the left hand, I helped to carry him out and had a good look at him.  He was buried at Hersin in a civilian cemetery with the others, who were killed by the same explosion.  I actually saw Praed and Spr. Francis H.F., 2893, buried.  Some of the other bodies were never recovered although all the names are on a memorial in the cemetery so I cannot say for sure who else is buried there. 


Do not know his Christian name, he came from W. Aust.  Francis came from Tasmania with me, known as Harry.”


Informant: 2891, Spr D.M. Blizzard, 3rd Tung. Coy.  Private address: Forrest, Circular Head, Tasmania.  Given: 6 Sept 1919 on board HMAT ‘Indarra’.





“These men were working in “Black Watch Sap” at Hill 70, close to Loos, they were loading a mine when a premature explosion took place.  They were all killed outright at about 2 p.m. on 28.11.16.  As far as I can remember 10 men were removed and buried at Hersin not far from Noeux, including Coulton D. 4304, and Francis H.V. 2893 and one large cross was erected suitable inscribed.  I was on the same shift as these men but not on that particular job.  Eyewitness to all but explosion.  The party consisted of 13 men and all were killed.”


	Informant: Spr D. McPherson, Brown Hill, Post Office, W.A.  Given: 5 Aug 1919 on board “Canberra”


The men were buried in Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension in 14 adjacent graves with nine men, presumably those not recovered, commemorated in one grave.  





Photos of the wooden crosses erected over the graves exist in some the mens’ files available on the National Archives website.





Red Cross files on the Australian War Memorial website contain several witness reports to the incident. 
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‘Crumps and Camouflets Australian Tunnelling Companies on the Western Front’


Damien Finlayson, 2010, pages 394-395:


The Australian Tunnellers calculated that in the three months leading up to the Armistice they had constructed 140 heavy and thirty-eight light bridges, recovered 6,714 German Landmines, 315 delayed-action mines and 24,725 demolition charges from roads, bridges, railways and buildings totalling 1,197 tonnes.  In addition to German mines and boob traps, the tunnelling companies had removed around 195 tonnes of British explosives.   


Note: By the middle of November, the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company alone had successfully recovered a total of 160, 880 pounds (almost seventy-three tonnes) of mines and booby traps from roads, cellars and houses in the I Corps area.


Sir Douglas Haig – despatch to the Secretary of war dated 31 March 1919:





Even after the cessation of hostilities delay action mines, which the enemy had laid in the course of his retreat without preserving exact record of their location, went up from time-to-time, causing serious interruption to traffic.  The clearing of these mines was a work of considerable risk, and the fact that comparatively so few mines exploded after trains had begun to run is entirely due to the great courage and skill with which the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the Tunnelling Companies performed the difficult and dangerous task of detecting them and rendering them harmless.


[London Gazette, Fourth Supplement, Number 31283, page 4695]


													Cont.





Cont.


Brigadier General Robert Harvey, Inspector of Mines for the British Expeditionary Force on the Western Front:


Even when the German mining had ceased and our miners took to other work, they were constantly exposed to danger in searching for and removing booby traps, concealed charges, delay action mines, etc left behind by the Germans in their retreat.  The amount of explosives thus collected amounted to no less than two and a half million pounds.





Kalgoorlie Miner, WA – Thursday 14 August 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


EIGHT STEAMER LISTS


The following lists of W.A. members of the A.I.F. returning in the steamers City of Exeter, Takada, Morvada, Dunlace Castle, Persic, Bahia Castello, Indarra, and Burma were received yesterday from the military authorities, Perth, men whose rank is not mentioned being private soldiers:-


INDARRA.


Accompanied by wife.— Spr. Geo. Tyler, 


Article Abridged








The West Australian, WA – Tuesday 22 June 1920:


Live Stock, Vehicles, Etc.


FOR Sale, New Carriers Turnout, lot or separate.  Geo. Tyler, Railway Carriers' Rank, Perth.

















Great Southern Herald, WA – Saturday 26 January 1924:


PERTH WOOL SALES.


BROKERS' REPORTS.


There was a strong feeling of expectancy of big results from the fourth sale of the 1923-24 wool series, and the expectations have been realised.


Geo, Tyler, Williams, 4 bales 35d.;


Article Abridged





Wickepin Argus, WA – Thursday 23 February 1928:


PERTH WOOL SALES.


DALGETY & CO., LIMITED.


There was a strong feeling of expectancy of big results from the fourth sale of the 1923-24 wool series, and the expectations have been realised.


Geo, Tyler, Williams, (5) 27¾d.;


Article Abridged








