 SAPPER WILLIAM CHARLES JAMES TURK

1623 – 13th Australian Infantry Battalion

401 – Aust. Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Born at Mount Albert, Auckland, New Zealand, William was the son of William Alfred and Sarah Marian Turk.  In 1888 William Alfred was a carpenter of Rush Street, Woollahra.  

William married Maude Lilliam Baty at Sydney in 1903.  A son, William Robert John, was born in 1904 at Woollahra, NSW.  Daughters Norma M., born 1911 at Woollahra and Joyce A. L., born 1909 also at Woollahra, joined the family.

A Teamster by trade, he was 31 years and 10months of age when he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, on 30 December 1914 at Liverpool, NSW.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Mrs. W. Turk of 2 Sutherland Avenue, Paddington, Sydney, NSW, and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children and recorded previous service as 2 years with the St George’s Volunteer Rifles.

A medical examination on 31 December found him to be ‘fit for active service’ and recorded that he was 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 10 stone 10 lbs.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.

1623 Private William Charles James Turk was appointed to the 3rd Reinforcements, 13th Infantry Battalion and embarked at Sydney with them on 11 February 1915 on board HMAT A49 Seang Choon.  



On 29 May 1915 at Gallipoli William received a gunshot wound to the right upper arm and was evacuated to the Hospital Ship Gascon.  

William was admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis on 7 June suffering a fractured humerus in his left arm.  On 16 July he was admitted to the Convalescent Camp at Helouan and on 15 August he embarked at Suez on board Hospital Transport Themistocles for Australia.

William disembarked at Sydney on 9 September and was discharged from the A.I.F on19 January 1916 as ‘medical unfit’.

William underwent a medical examination at Sydney on 29 January 1916, which found him to be ‘fit for active service’ and recorded as Distinguishing Marks ‘Fracture left humerus (large amount of callus).  

On 31 January 1916 William signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, noting in the section relating to previous military service: ‘Served with 13th Battn A.I.F.  Applied for discharge to join a different unit.’

William was now 33 years and 11 months of age.  He recorded that he was a carpenter, having served his apprentice ship of 7 years with J. White & Sons, Builders.

He again named his wife Maud as his Next-of-Kin of Harris Street, Paddington, NSW, and allotted four-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.

He signed the Oath on the same day at Casula, NSW and trained with ‘E’ Company, Depot Battalion, Casula until 9 February when he was transferred to ‘C’ Company of the same battalion.  On 12 February 1916 he was appointed to the 1st Reinforcements, Australian Ming Corps and embarked for the Western Front on 20 February 1916 on board Ulysses as 401 Sapper William Charles James Turk.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

William became a member of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC).

On 26 July 1916 William reported sick and was first treated at the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearance Station.  He was transferred Ambulance Train 18 and then to the 139th Field Ambulance on the same day where he was treated for neuritis of the arm.  On 27 July 1916 William was admitted to 35th General Hospital at Calais.  On 2 August he was transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot at Boulogne and released to Base Details the next day.

On 6 August he joined the 1st Australian Divisional Base Depot at Etaples, rejoining 1ATC on 29 August.

William was a member of 1ATC from May 1916 until his transfer to the AEMMBC around September 1916.    In that period he possibly worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  1ATC later inn the war worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.

On 5 September 1916, after 7 days under arrest awaiting trial, William was charged in front of a Field General Court Martial held at Hazebrouck.  The charges read: (1) Whilst on Active Service – drunkenness; (2) Offering violence to his superior officer, being in the execution of his office; (3) Resisting an escort whose duty was to have him in charge.

William plead not guilty and was found guilty.  He was sentenced to 3 months Field Punishment No.1.

William was taken on Supernumerary strength of the AEMMBC on 7 October 1916.

He was admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station on 4 January 1917 reporting with influenza, but was discharged to his unit the same day.

On 21 February 1917 he was admitted to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques with dental caries.  He was discharged from hospital on 2 March, rejoining his unit on 19 April.

He reported sick on 16 June 1917 and was admitted to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station with myalgia (lumbago), rejoining his unit on 25 June.

His Blue Chevrons were due about this time.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A Red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

He reported sick on 10 March 1918 and, after initial treatment at the 2/1 West Lancashire Field Ambulance, was admitted to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station with ‘I.C.T. scalp’.  He was transferred to the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital at Outreau.  He was transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot at Boulogne on 20 March.  The next day he was transferred to No.5 Rest Camp.  He was discharged from the Rest Camp on 24 March and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Rouelles.  He marched out to his unit on 29 March, arriving at the AEMMBC two days later.

In March 1918 it was confirmed that William was still on the ‘attached strength’ of the AEMMBC.  

William enjoyed some leave from 4 to 18 December 1918.

On 8 March 1919 William marched out of the AEMMBC for demobilisation and marched in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot.  

The AEMMBC, with a strength of little more than 300 men, was employed along the entire Western Front providing lighting and ventilation to dugouts and boring for water supplies where needed.  They worked with all 5 Armies of the British Expeditionary Force. 

He marched out to England on 17 March 1919 and marched in to No.2 Training Battalion, Codford, the next day.

William left London on 11 May on board Borda for return to Australia and demobilisation.

While at sea he was admitted to the Ships Hospital on 21 May.  William disembarked at Sydney on 28 June and was discharged from the A.I.F. on 22 August, entitled to wear the 1914/1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

A daughter, Joan M. Turk, died in 1923 at Woollahra.

The Electoral Rolls for 1930 record:

William Charles James Turk, carpenter, and Maude Lillian Turk, home duties, living at 1 Menin Road, Maroubra.  At the same address is their son William Robert John Turk, clerk.

In 1933 and 1936 William and Maude are still at the same address and William is still a carpenter.

In February 1935 his military and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.

1943 Electoral Roll records William and Maude still at 1 Menin Road, Matraville where William is still a carpenter, and another son, Neville Quinn Anzac Turk, naval writer, is living with them.

Reunions

Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnelling Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed. 

William first appears on the list in 1928 giving his address as 36 Gardiner Road, Daceyville.  His address later changed to 1 Menin Road, Maltraville.  There is no reply to Association letters in 1931 and a notation reads ‘son at resumed proprieties – deceased’.  A death date of 18 September 1944 is noted in the Associations records.


© Donna Baldey 2013

www.tunnellers.net

ADDENDUM

WW2

N324173 William Robert John Turk, Bombadier, VDC, NOK Eileen Turk

Stated he was born 20 August 1914

20190 Neville Quinn Anzac Turk, Supply Lieutenant Commander, HMAS Harman, RAN.  NOK Gwen Turk.  stated he was born 24 June 1916.  enlisted 2 July 1934, discharged 31 December 1969

NX51541 Lancelot Edgeworth David Turk, Sergeant, 1Aust Mobil Bac Lab.  NOK William Turk.

Stated he was born 25 October 1918 died 1971 at Sydney

Two brothers of William Charles James Turk were:

Sydney Arthur Calob Turk - born in 1889 at Wagga Wagga, died 1948 at Balmain – served WW1 as 4144, 4FCE

Alfred Edmund Turk - born 1899 at Waverly, died 1941 at Rozelle

Sydney Morning Herald – NSW - Monday Sept 18, 1944:


DEATHS


TURK—September 18, 1944, at his residence, 1 Menin Road, Matraville, William, beloved husband of Maude Turk and loved father of William, Joyce, Norma (Mrs Sweet), Noeleen (Mrs Fear), Neville (R.A.N.) and Lance (A.I.F.), aged 82 years.  At rest.





TURK—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Maude Turk, Mr and Mrs William Turk, Miss Joyce Turk, Mr and Mrs George Sweet, Mr and Mrs John Fear, Mr and Mrs Neville Turk, Mr and Mrs Lance Turk are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly loved Husband, their dear Father and Father-in-law, William Charles James TURK (late 13th Batt, 1st A.I.F.) to leave his late residence 1 Menin Road, Matraville, This Afternoon at 1.15 o’clock for the Church of England Cemetery Botany.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERAL LIMITED


240 Oxford Street, Paddington


Phones LA2777 (4 lines)





TURK—Lodge Long Bay, No. 369, U.G.L. of N.S.W.—The Officers and Members of the above Lodge and Sister Lodges are requested to attend the Funeral of our late esteemed Bro. William Charles James Turk.  For further particulars see family notice (Regalia)


	S.H. Seabrook, W.M.


	H.W. Fletcher, Sec.


 


Sydney Morning Herald – NSW- 16 September, 1946


IN MEMORIAM


TURK—Loving memory of my dear husband, pal William Turk, who passed away September 18, 1944.  Sadly missed.  Inserted by his loving wife, Maude.








AWM Official History – 13th Infantry Battalion:


The 13th Battalion AIF was raised from late September 1914, six weeks after the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion was recruited in New South Wales, and with the 14th, 15th and 16th Battalions formed the 4th Brigade, commanded by Colonel John Monash.


The Brigade embarked for overseas in late December. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, it proceeded to Egypt, arriving in early February 1915. Australia already had an AIF division there, the 1st. When the 4th Brigade arrived in Egypt it became part of the New Zealand and Australian Division.


The 4th Brigade landed at Anzac Cove late in the afternoon of 25 April 1915. From May to August, the battalion was heavily involved in establishing and defending the Anzac front line. In August, the 4th Brigade attacked Hill 971. The hill was taken at great cost, although Turkish reinforcements forced the Australians to withdraw. The 13th also suffered casualties during the attack on Hill 60 on 27 August. The battalion served at Anzac until the evacuation in December.


After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned to Egypt. While in Egypt the AIF was expanded and was reorganised. The 13th Battalion was split and provided experienced soldiers for the 45th Battalion. The 4th Brigade was combined with the 12th and 13th Brigades to form the 4th Australian Division.








The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





13th Battalion War Diary April 1915:


25 April 1915 – Lemnos: 10.40 am:


	Sailed.  Arrived off Anzac 4.30 pm.  B & C (less 1 platoon) disembarked under fire by TBD – 9.30 pm.





28 May 1915 – Quinn’s Post: 2.30 am:


Blew in enemy’s sap under our trenches.  Bn (less “D” Coy) in trenches with 100 10th ALH in support.





29 May 1915 – Quinn’s Post: 3.30 am:


	enemy blew in No.3 Sect front trench & attacked with bombs taking small portion of trench.  Col. Burnage wounded by bomb.


Supports (D Coy 13th & 15th Bn) arrived & re-took trench taking 18 prisoners & killing about 35.  Artillery killed many more.


Casualties:- 6 officers wounded; 64 O.Rs wounded; 13 killed; 1 missing


Abridged








