LANCE CORPORAL HORACE PERCIVAL TRUMAN
4496 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Grunthal, South Australia was the birthplace of Horace Percy Truman on 2 November, 1886 the son of John and Mary Ann (nee Clark) Truman and was registered at Nairne, S.A.
He went to Western Australia where he married in 1911 at Northam to Frances F. Beckett who had four children.  

In 1915 he gained a certificate with the St John’s Ambulance Association with results published in the:
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He was listed at 58 Jewell Street, East Perth working as a labourer in 1916.
At the recruiting depot in Perth (5th Military District) on 4 March, 1916 the twenty-seven-year-old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  Attestation forms were completed and describe his further as weighing 56.8kgs (125lbs) with a dark complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Frances Truman of 58 Jewell Street, East Perth and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his wife and children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.  Basic training commenced with the 53rd Depot Battalion on 8 March and two days later was allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Truman arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May.  The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.).

The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
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The public were aware of the movements of the No. 6 Tunnelling Company with the following published in the:

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4496.

The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 marching into the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 25 September, 1916 Sapper marched out to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field and taken on strength on September 30.
On 16 January, 1917 at Hill 70 he was wounded in action in a shell attack but remained on duty. 

The following was reported in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company as: 

“On 16/1/17 4358 Sapper Horrocks, B. was killed in action at Hill 70 & 4496 Spr. Treeman, H.P. 
was wounded.”                                                                        

Base Records advised his wife on 25 January, 1917 that it was reported that her husband had been wounded in action but remained on duty.  Should any further information come to hand she would be promptly notified.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:
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He was admitted to the 72nd Field Ambulance suffering mumps then admitted to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer until discharged to Base Details on February 27 and a day later re-joined his unit.
On 6 April, 1917 he was to be Lance Corporal.

Service continued without incident until 18 August, 1917 when he was classed as wounded in action (2nd Occasion) suffering the effects of gas and taken to the 18th Casualty Clearing Station where he died on 21 August, 1917 from gas poisoning.  He was 31 years old.
The After War Report of the company gives the following information 
“On 18.8.17 the following were wounded at Hill 70, Loos:

1425 Spr. Martin, A.

1192   “   Turnbull, J.G.

5019   “   Waterhouse, R.G.

5027   “   Jones, T.G.


1085 Spr. Munster, J.T. was gassed and died on 24.8.17 and 
4496   “   Truman, H.P. was gassed and died on 21.8.17.”     

He was buried the next day in Lapugnoy Military Cemetery by Rev. J.C. Thornton, C.F. attached to the 18th Casualty Clearing Station and situated three and a half miles south, south east of Lillars, France.
The following telegram was sent to Mrs Truman from Base Records.
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News of his death was cabled from Headquarters on 3 September, 1917 to the 5th Military District that he had died on 21 August, 1917 from gas poisoning.  Confirmation of the cable was returned the same day and next-of-kin advised.
The following notices were published in the: 

[image: image5.jpg]



The Field Service Report was compiled on 12 September, 1917 at Anzac Section, B.E.F. 3rd Echelon, G.H.Q. that he died of wounds received in action.  Hospital report dated 21/8/17.
His name was one of the Casualties appearing in the list published in the:
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A copy was made of his service records on 25 September, 1917 for the Pension Department.
Mrs Truman received a widow’s pension at the rate of 40 shillings per fortnight to 58 Jewell Street, East Perth.  
Additional pensions for his dependant step-children and daughter were allocated as follows:
Step-daughter
Norah Beckett 20 shillings per fortnight from 4/11/17

Step-daughter Ursula Beckett 15 shillings per fortnight from 4/11/17

Daughter
Isabella Truman 10 shillings per fortnight 4/11/17

Mrs Truman wrote to Base Records on 2 April, 1918 from 58 Jewell-street, East Perth asking if they would kindly forward to her the certificate of death for her husband.  She thought this would have been forwarded to her a long time ago but had been advised to write for it as she could not get her deferred pay without it.  This was forwarded on 10 April, 1918 by Base Records.
The Kit Store, Hammersmith, London packed his personal effects containing:

 disc, rosary, knife, pipe, wallet, belt, photos, letters.

These were consigned on the transport Barambah to Base Records to forward to next-of-kin which took place on 19 April, 1918.

On the first anniversary of his demise an In Memoriam was placed in the:
[image: image7.jpg]



Mrs Truman’s eldest son was also gassed in France and she was advised and shared in the:
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The Commanding Officer of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in Belgium on 28 April, 1919 sent his widow photographs of the last resting place of her husband at Lillers, France who gave his life so faithfully for his country.  He trusted they would bring some comfort to her.
An In Memoriam was placed by his family on the second anniversary of his death in the:


A Circular and Booklet re Graves was despatched to his widow on 17 December, 1919 and a final notice went out on 22 February, 1922.
For his supreme sacrifice Lance Corporal Horace Percival Truman, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (42050) and the Victory Medal (41611).

Details of the Engineers’ Roll of Honour to be placed in St Paul’s Cathedral, London was made known in the:




Photographs of his grave in triplicate were sent to his widow on 20 November, 1921.

The British War Medal was sent to the Commandant 5th Military District) on 10 March, 1922 for distribution to next-of-kin.
The Pamphlet Where the Australians Rest and the Memorial Scroll (329515) were sent to Mrs Truman on 29 April, 1922 and the Memorial Plaque (329515) (per 5th M.D.) also went out on 7 September, 1922.  She receipted delivery for the Plaque on 16 November, 1922.
The Victory Medal was mailed by registered post (608) on 13 March, 1923 to Mrs Truman.
On 17 September, 1923 Mrs Truman was advised that the official location of his grave is in Lapugnoy Military Cemetery in plot five, row D in grave no. 3.

Mrs Frances Truman died on 30 September, 1930 aged 57 years.  

Notices of arrangements were published in the:
His name is commemorated in the Commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial on panel 27.

His name was published for the State Memorial Tablets to be placed in Kings Park, Perth.


West Australian Saturday October 16, 1915:


ST JOHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION – RESULTS OF RECENT EXAMINATIONS


The St John Ambulance Association finished it working year on September 30 last with 25 classes and a membership of 2,415.  Those examined numbered 1,527 and those who passed 1,409.  The following are the results of ambulance examinations recently held: Perth First Aid Class (Instructed by Dr Paton and examined by Dr Monk) First year certificate: H.P. Truman						


Article abridged





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, Claremont, marching through the city.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training


.





Daily News Saturday February 3, 1917:


WOUNDED


Sapper H.P. Truman, East Perth, and remaining on duty;					            


Article abridged








EW 4496/E									EAST PERTH W A 


										MRS TRUMAN


										58 JEWEL STREET


	SAPPER HORACE PERCIVAL SUFFERING FROM GAS POISONING WILL ADVISE ANYTHING


	FURTHER RECEIVED


									BASE RECORDS


									    27/7/17





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday September 6, 1917:


DEATHS


TRUMAN—Died of gas poisoning, Sapper H.P. Truman, beloved brother of Leslie (Kallaroo), Herbert (Perth) and Millie (Port Pirie, S.A.)





West Australian Tuesday September 11, 1917:


KILLED IN ACTION


TRUMAN—Died of gas poisoning, Sapper Horace Percival Truman, husband of Frances Truman, of 58 Jewell-street, East Perth and father of little Isabel, stepfather of R.J. Beckett (on active service) Hilda, Lottie, Nora, and Elsie Beckett.  Deeply mourned. 





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday 23 September, 1917:


THE TOLL OF WAR AND ROLL OF HONOUR


The 338th list of casualties among West Australians serving with the A.I.F. in various theatres of war.


OTHER CAUSES


Spr. Horace Percival Truman, East Perth, gas poisoning;					Article abridged





West Australian Wednesday August 21, 1918:


ANZAC HEROES


TRUMAN—In loving memory of Horace Percival Truman, died of gas poisoning, August 21, 1917, somewhere in France.





West Australian Thursday August 29, 1918:


WAR CASUALTIES


Mrs H.P. Truman, of 58 Jewell-street, East Perth, has been advised that her son, Private R.J. Beckett, has been gassed in France.





West Australian Thursday August 21, 1919:


IN MEMORIAM – ANZAC HEROES


TRUMAN—In memory of H.P. Truman, 3rd Tunnelling Co. killed in France, August 21, 1917.


Inserted by his loving wife and daughter, Isobel - step-children, Jack, Hilda, Lotte, Nora and Ursie [blurred]





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris








West Australian Monday September 22, 1930:


DEATHS


TRUMAN—On September 30, 1930, at Perth Hospital, Frances Truman, beloved wife of the late Lieut. H.P. Truman (killed in action, beloved mother of Robert J. Beckett, Hilda (Mrs O’Sullivan, Argyle), Lottie (Mrs McKay, Katanning), Nora (Bunbury), Ursula (Mrs Hill, Victoria Park) and Isobel Beckett (Perth) aged 57 years.  Fond and loving mother, peacefully sleeping.





FUNERAL NOTICES


Truman—THE Friends of the late Frances Truman, widow of the late Horace Percival Truman, devoted mother of Robert Hilda, Charlotte, Norah, Ursula and Isobel, are respectfully invited to follow her remains to the place of interment, the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave the Mortuary Parlour of Messrs C.H. Smith and Co., 175 Albany-road, Victoria Park, at 3.40 o’clock THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON, per motor.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 4 p.m. train leaving Perth. 





The West Australian - Thursday August 20, 1930:


STATE WAR MEMORIAL – NAMES FOR TABLETS


The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing their names on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mount Eliza.  





L-Cpl. TRUMAN, Horace Percival, 3rd T. Coy.


Cpl. TRUMAN, Leslie Huon, 11th Bat.
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His grave can be located in plot five of Lapugnoy Military Cemetery within Row D in grave no. 3.





Photo of headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 
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