SAPPER WILLIAM TREMBATH

Mining Corps
William Trembath was born in Charters Towers, Queensland in 1893 the son of James Martin Trembath and his wife Elizabeth Jane and was registered as Richard William Trembath.  They lived in Oliver Street, Charters Towers.  His father died in Sydney, NSW in 1909 and in 1913 the family were at Rockhampton Road, Mount Morgan, Qld where William worked for the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company. 

At a Recruiting Meeting in Mount Morgan, Qld on January 3, 1916 the twenty-two year old miner applied to enlist for service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars given were postal address at Rockhampton Road, Mount Morgan and was 164cms (5ft 4¾ins) in height with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins).  He was declared fit by the medical officer and his application was accepted.  

Two days later at the Central District Central Recruiting Depot Forms of Attestation were completed adding further information of weight 59.5kgs (131lbs) with a tanned complexion, greyish eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Elizabeth Jane Trembath of Rockhampton Road, Mount Morgan, Qld and he allotted three fifths of his pay to support her.  He was sworn in the same day under the name William Trembath.

Basic training commenced on January 11, 1916 as D9350 with ‘B Coy’ at the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera camp, Brisbane, Qld until February 12 when he was sent for further instruction with ‘C Coy’ 13th Depot Battalion at Rifle Range, Brisbane concluding on March 24, 1916 and moved to the Miners’ Depot.

Final Home Leave had been applied for and granted from 6 a.m. March 25 until 7.30 a.m. March 29, 1916.  His travelling time by train to Mt Morgan and back was estimated to take 40 hours leaving two days at home.

On his return he departed for the Miners’ Training Camp at Seymour, Victoria being assigned to the 6th Reinforcements with the rank of Sapper.  He completed a form requesting on April 28 that from January 11, 1916 three shillings from his pay be paid to his mother residing in Mt Morgan.  

He was taken to hospital on May 31, 1916 from the Miners’ Reinforcements in Seymour.

Sapper William Trembath died in Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, Vic on June 18, 1916 from 

(a) Epidemic Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis

(b) Toxaemia

A brief death notice appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Tuesday June 20, 1916:


He was buried in Coburg General Cemetery, Melbourne on June 21, 1916.

The acting Commandant of Military Headquarters, Melbourne on June 21, 1916 forwarded the Death Certificate to Base Records after advising them the previous day of his death.  

The following day a Minute Paper containing information from the Acting Commandant to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, 3rd Military District enclosed Attestation Forms and advice that his Certificate of Death had been forwarded to the Chief Clerk and next-of-kin had been notified by the medical authorities.

On June 28, 1916 his mother wrote to Base Records requesting a Death Certificate and particulars for her son of his regimental and reinforcements number as it was required to get his Lodge money.

The Trembath family showed their appreciation in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Thursday July 6, 1916:

Base Records replied on July 6, 1916 enclosing the Death Certificate and stated he had been appointed to the Mining Corps and at the time of his death had not been allotted a number.

A pension was granted to Mrs Elizabeth J. Trembath – widow of $4 (£2) per fortnight as from August 19, 1916 and also his sister Ethel Maude Trembath – spinster of $3.50 (£1/15/-) per fortnight as from the same date.

On December 5, 1917 the Roll of Honour Board for employees of the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Ltd was publicly displayed.  The name Trembath, W. appears on the Honour Board as he was an employee of the Company when he enlisted.

Sapper William Trembath did not leave Australia for service overseas therefore was ineligible for War Service Medals.

On March 2, 1923 Base Records wrote to Mrs Trembath at the Mt Morgan address concerning the war mementoes her son was entitled to, inquiring if his father was still living and of so, his present address.  Mrs Trembath replied from ‘Carmya’ Scott Street, West End, South Brisbane stating that her husband had died on July 16, 1909 and was buried in Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney and his sisters were with her.

The Memorial Plaque (596827) was sent to his mother on March 24, 1923 along with the Memorial Scroll (596827) and a letter of thanks dated April 3, 1923 was returned saying ‘the plaque is a life long memory.’  Receipts for the Plaque and Scroll were dated April 3.

His grave is located in the Methodist Section of the Coburg General Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic in Compartment A in grave number 469.

His name is commemorated in the Tunnelling Companies’ Roll of Honour Books in St Paul’s Cathedral, London, England.
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DEATHS


TREMBATH—Herbert W. Trembath, 24 years 10 months, died 18th June, 1916, from meningitis, Alfred Hospital, Melbourne.


Thy will be done


(Northern Papers please copy)





THANKS


E. J. TREMBATH and FAMILY, Rockhampton Road, Mount Morgan, wish to thank all kind friends for their messages of sympathy in their recent sad bereavement.








