SAPPER BERNARD GILROY THORNE
5634 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Derby, Tasmania was the birthplace of Bernard (Roy) Gilroy Thorne in 1889, the son of Richard (died 1895) and Annie Cecelia (nee Hearne) Thorne.  He married on 11 November, 1914 at St John’s Church, Launceston to Elizabeth Louisa Reid.
At the recruiting depot in Launceston (6th Military District) on 9 May, 1916 the twenty-seven-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 60.5kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-92cms (34½-36½ins) and had a dark complexion with good eyesight in his dark brown eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo of W on his left arm and G over square R.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Elizabeth Louisa Thorne of Karoola, Tasmania and later changed to 39 Bowick Street, Launceston and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  Her address later changed to 28 Cameron Street, Launceston, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 29 May, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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After basic training the recruits were allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.) on 1 July, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5634.
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The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 8 February Sapper marched in to the 2nd
Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength on 9 August, 1917.  At that time the company was camped at St Idesbalde in the sand dunes on the Belgian Coast with Headquarters at La Penne and the company was working at Nieuport Bains sector on the extreme left of the British line.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 28 February, 1918 their camp was abandoned at Ytres, France due to gas shelling and the men billeted in Metz.  During the week ending 6 March, 1918 their work was severely handicapped by losing one officer and 59 other ranks evacuated sick due to the effects of gas.

On 6 March, 1918 Sapper was classed as wounded in action from a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance and transferred a day later to the 58th Field Ambulance.  Three days later entered the 2nd Canadian General Hospital at Le Treport and to convalesce at the 2nd Convalescent Depot on 16 March but a day later was conveyed to the 39th General Hospital at Havre with a social disease.  
Base Records regretfully advised his wife on 18 March, 1918 that it was reported her husband was wounded – the effects of gas.
Mrs E. Thorne of 28 Cameron Street, Launceston wrote to Base Records on 28 April, 1918 to see if they could find anything about her husband as it was five weeks since she got word to say that he was gassed and not received any more since and was awfully worried about this.  She would like them to find out and let her know as soon as possible what hospital he is in and all about it.  I have waited every day for five weeks to find out and haven’t heard a word.  Will you do that for me, to find out how he is and let me know.  I trust you will do that for me, she wrote.

Their letter of reply was dated 3rd May stating that no information had been received regarding her husband since she was communicated with on 18 March.  His condition was not specified as serious and the absence of further reports may be accepted as indicative of satisfactory progress, the practice of the Overseas Authorities being to notify this department should any material change for the worse take place.  Any later cabled reports coming to hand will be promptly communicated to her at the address mentioned hereunder. 
His name was in the Casualty List published in the:


After 60 days curative care for the social disease in the Hospital in Havre was discharged on 14 May to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Marched out to re-join his unit on 22 May arriving three days later.
He went sick on 6 June, 1918 to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance with Vincent’s Angina (bleeding from the gums also called Trench Angina) and moved to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station.  Was discharged to duty on 12 June re-joining on June 17.  
On 21 June, 1918 went sick to the15th Aust Field Ambulance then transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin).  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.37 to the 10th General Hospital in Rouen on June 23.  
Sapper was invalided to England on 20 July on the Gloucester Castle and admitted to the 4th Southern General Hospital, Plymouth with Lobar Pneumonia.   
Base Records advised his wife by letter on 8 July, 1918 that Sapper Thorne was transferred to No.10 General Hospital, Rouen, France 26/6/18, suffering from pneumonia, severe.  His postal address was included for correspondence.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


Base Records sent the following Telegrams to his wife:


Another report from Base Records to Mrs Thorne was dated 2 August, 1918 reporting that Sapper B.G. Thorne - condition stationary.  For correspondence his address was also included.
Again on 6 August, 1918 Base Records sent another advice to his wife that Sapper B.G. Thorne was transferred to 4th Southern General Hospital, Plymouth on 21/7/18.  Also included was his postal address.
On 10 August was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital then discharged to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 28 August, 1918.
Marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill on 6 November and was there when Peace was declared.
Miss L. Harrington of 13 Gore Street, Fitzroy wrote to Base Records for any information regarding Sapper B.G. Thorne.  A reply was dated 31 January, 1919 acknowledging receipt of her letter and stated that no report of any description had been received there concerning the soldier to whom she referred and in the absence of same it can be assumed he was with his Unit.  His postal address was given.

Sapper Thorne embarked for Australia on 25 January, 1919 on board H.T. Ceramic.  Base Records advised his wife on 11 February that he was returning home.  
The list of returning invalided soldiers was published in the:

News of his impending return communicated to Mrs Thorne was shared in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 11 March, 1919 and the men went into quarantine as reported in the:

The Tasmanian soldiers returned to their State.
At the 12th General Hospital on 19 March, 1919 he appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:


Essential facts: 
3/3/18 gassed at Trescot, admitted to 2nd Can. Gen. Hosp. Le Treport, 3





weeks, discharged to duty





21/6/18 admitted to 10 Gen. Hosp. pneumonia 4 weeks.  4 South Gen.





Hosp., Devonport, 4 weeks, trans to Haulfield 3 weeks, trans No.1





Com. Depot 2 months, trans O.T.B. until embarkation to Australia.




Feels well, no disability.   (Sgd.) B.G. Thorne


Present condition:
General health good.  Lungs sound clear


Board finding:

no disability 19/3/19


Approved:

Hobart 20/3/19

The 6th Military District forwarded on 14 April, 1919 to Base Records medical proceedings and service records plus dates of return and discharge.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 26 April, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment. 
In 1919 he was a labourer at St Leonards and in 1922 at Laurence Vale. 
He wrote to the Medal Department, Hobart on 17 February, 1925 from Porossers Forest – postal address Post Office Newnham, asking could they send his medals along to him as he never heard about the way in which he had to apply for them.  His medals were sent by registered post (no.2808) on 3 March, 1925.
In 1928 the couple were living at 32 Windsor Street, Launceston North and from 1936 were at Burns Creek, St Leonards.  In 1944 were at First Basin, Launceston West then listed from 1949 at 135 Paterson Street, Launceston West working as a gardener.
He was acquitted at his second trial as reported in the:

From 1954 the couple were at 38 Windsor Street, Launceston West with the same occupation.

His wife died on 22 September, 1977 aged 84.
Bernard (Roy) Gilroy Thorne passed away on 28 March, 1979 in Launceston aged 90 years.  
Cremations for both took place at Carr Villa Memorial Park with ashes placed in Rose Garden 25 at site B19.
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Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday May 31, 1916:


CLAREMONT RECRUITS


The undermentioned men entered Claremont Camp on Friday and Saturday: Privates B.G. Thorne,												Article abridged





Sapper Bernard G. Thorne


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs Memorial website submitted by


Faithe Jones





Examiner (Launceston) Monday April 1, 1918:


GASSED


Sapper H.G. Thorne, Launceston							Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Friday July 19, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – 417TH LIST RELEASED


On Wednesday the Defence Department release the 417th Australian Casualty List, from when the following Tasmanian names are extracted:


ILL – SERIOUSLY


Spr. B.G. Thorne, Launceston							


Article abridged





AMJ 5634/2 TUN COY


									LAUNCESTON TAS


									MRS ELIZABETH THORNE


									28 CAMERON STREET


WSM


NOW REPORTED SAPPER BERNARD THORNE DANGEROUSLY ILL FURTHER PROGRESS REPORT EXPECTED


								BASE RECORDS 23/7/18





5634/2 TUN COY							LAUNCESTON TAS


									MRS ELIZABETH THORNE


									28 CAMERON STREET


WSW


SAPPER BERNARD THORNE PRONOUNCED OUT OF DANGER


								BASE RECORDS 25/7/18





Advocate (Burnie) Thursday February 27, 1919:


INVALIDED –PER CERAMIC


Sapper B.G. Thorne, 2nd Tunnelling Co., Mrs F. Thorne, 28 Cameron-street, Launceston.	        


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Monday March 10, 1919:


PERSONAL PARTICULARS


Mrs B.G. Thorne has been notified by the Base Records Office that her husband Sapper B.G. Thorne, is returning by the Ceramic.  He has been on active service three years.





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday March 20, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – SOLDIERS FROM THE CERAMIC


Troops who returned to Australia a few days ago on the transport Ceramic and are now in quarantine will disembark at the New Pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 o’clock on Sunday morning, subject to pratique being granted.





Examiner Thursday July 17, 1952:


ACQUITTED AT HIS 2ND TRIAL


At his second trial Bernard Gilroy Thorne (63) was acquitted at Launceston yesterday.


THORNE was charged with having on January 17 indecently assaulted a girl, aged about eight, in the Cataract Gorge Cliff Grounds where he had been employed as a gardener.


At his first trial, early in May, the jury had disagreed and Thorne was remanded to the present sessions, when the trial occupied two and a half days.


The jury gave its verdict of not guilty after a retirement of one hour and five minutes, and Thorne was discharged by Mr Justice Crisp.


Mr R.T.F. Flach conducted the defence and Mr J.B. Hutchins prosecuted.





Position of Ashes in Rose Garden 25 at Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website








