SAPPER MATTHIAS THOMAS Senior
7405 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Moonta Mines, South Australia was the birthplace of Matthias Thomas on 25 July, 1865 the son of William Nicholas and Margaret Jane (nee Hicks) Thomas.  
He married at twenty-one years of age at Silverton, New South Wales in 1886 to Eliza Nicholls.  In 1903 they were living at 143 Brown Street, Brown Hill in the Kalgoorlie district of Western Australia with his occupation as a miner.  
In 1912 their residence was 95 Curfew Street, Brown Hill and they remained there until about 1917 when their address was listed as 109 Auckland Street, Brown Hill.
At the recruiting depot in Kalgoorlie on 19 February, 1917 the fifty year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as 176cms (5ft 9¼ins), weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins).  Complexion was dark with blue eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Salvation Army.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Eliza Thomas of 95 Curfew Street, Brown Hill, W.A.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ the same day.
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

Basic training commenced on 7 March, 1917 with the D3 Depot Battalion until March 12 when allotted for further instruction with the Xth Depot Battalion.  On 10 May was transferred to the Tunnellers Reinforcements and nine days later reported to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the March Reinforcements.  On July 15 was transferred to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements for final training.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his wife at 95 Curfew Street, Brown Hill, W.A.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7405.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty nine day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse camp for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 22 November, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  On 27 November was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 30 November, 1917 Sapper was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.

Service continued without illness or injury and was issued with one Blue Chevron to wear on his uniform for one year’s overseas service.
Sapper Thomas was wounded in action on 29 July, 1918 suffering a severe gunshot wound to his back and taken to the 73rd Field Ambulance and transferred the next day to the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station.

The following is the extract from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company for that day:

“On 29/7/18, 7405 Spr Thomas, M. was wounded.”
On 5 August, 1918 he was transferred on Ambulance Train No.2 to Boulogne and admitted to the 14th Stationary Hospital a day later.  

The following Telegrams were sent by Base Records:

On August 13 was evacuated to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal entering the Warden House Auxiliary Hospital affiliated with the Military Hospital at Shorncliffe.
Further advices were sent by Records:

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


Base Records sent a letter to his wife dated 23 August, 1918 advising that her husband had been transferred to the 14th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne on 7 August, 1918 reported suffering from a gunshot back.  His address was also included for correspondence.

On 2 September, 1918 Base Records begged to advise that Sapper M. Thomas had been reported transferred 13/8/18 to Shorncliffe Military Hospital, England suffering from gunshot wound back.  His address was again included in the notice.
Mrs Thomas received a letter from Base Records dated 12 September, 1918 which advised her that Sapper M. Thomas (Senr) was now reported progressing favourably.  For correspondence his address was included.
Sapper Thomas was transferred on 4 October, 1918 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and on 16 October was discharged to the Tunnelling Company and report to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on October 30.  He marched in as ordered to await his voyage home.
Further advice dated 8 November, 1918 from Base Records to Mrs Thomas begged to advise that Sapper M. Thomas was now convalescent.  His postal address was included.

On 24 December, 1918 Sapper Thomas boarded the H.T. Takada as an invalid and the transport embarked on Christmas Day, 1918 for Australia.  Base Records advised his wife on 17 January, 1919 that he was on his way home.  
The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on 1 February, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:


He was admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle remaining there until 19 February, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 14 March, 1919 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (20513) and the Victory Medal (19273) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 7405 Matthias Thomas, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

In 1925 and 1926 their residence was 281 Egan Street, Brown Hill with his occupation as a miner.

Sometime after this he was an inmate of Wooroloo Sanatorium.

Matthias Thomas passed away at Wooroloo Sanatorium on 19 June, 1928 aged 62 years.  Announcements were placed in the: 


The following memorial notice was published on the first anniversary of his demise in the

His son also served:

PRIVATE MATTHIAS THOMAS Junior

5349 – 28th Battalion
Matthias (Matt) Thomas was born on 13 February, 1887 at Cross Roads and registered at Daly, South Australia the son of Matthias and Eliza (nee Nicholls).  He went with the family to the goldfields of Western Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Kalgoorlie on 25 September, 1915 the twenty-eight year old miner enlisted for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as born in Moonta, S.A. and 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 72kgs (159lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-94cms (34½-37ins).  Complexion was dark with fair vision in both eyes and had black hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were tattoos of an anchor on front of left forearm, heart with initials A.A. on the right arm and other tattoo marks on arms and forearms.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Mrs Mat Thomas of Brown Hill, Kalgoorlie allotting three-fifths of his pay in support of her.  

He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth the next day and assigned to the 30th Depot Battalion for basic training until 1 November when allotted to the 18th Reinforcements to the 16th Battalion.  On 7 December moved from Blackboy Hill camp to Claremont camp.

He married in Perth in 1916 to Louise I. Robertson and she became his next-of-kin with her address care of Mrs Saunders, George Street, North Fremantle.

Private was transferred to the 14th Reinforcements to the 28th Battalion in July, 1916.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 5349.  The Reinforcement left on the transport HMAT Miltiades on 9 August, 1916 and arrived at Plymouth, England on 25 September, 1916.

Private appeared before a District Court Martial held at Rollestone on 2 December, 1916 charged with Absent without Leave from 2400 9/10/16 until apprehended in Torquay on 13/11/16 at 2.30 p.m.  Finding was Guilty and his sentence was to undergo detention for a period of 40 days.  He had spent 18 days awaiting trial and total forfeiture was 93 day’s pay.

The troops left the 7th Training Battalion on 13 December, 1916 embarking from Folkstone on the S.S. Victoria and arrived at the 2nd Aust General Base Depot in Etaples a day later.  They proceeded to join their unit and were taken on strength with the 28th Battalion on December 18, 1916.

On 1 February, 1917 appeared before a Field General Court Martial in France charged with (1) Stealing public goods; (2) Drunkenness and was found guilty on each charge.  Sentence was (1) 30 days Field Punishment No. 2 and (2) Fined £1.

He went sick on 12 March, 1917 to the 6th Field Ambulance and admitted with Nephritis (inflammation of kidneys) and transferred to the 3rd Aust Casualty Clearing Station.  On March 14 was sent to the 8th General Hospital in Rouen then evacuated to England on March 25 on the hospital ship St David and admitted to the 1st London General Hospital in Camberwell on March 27, 1917.

His next-of-kin was advised by Base Records that he was seriously ill and had been hospitalised in England.

On 8 June, 1917 was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on June 22.  Was then declared A.W.L. until his return on 10 July to the Depot.  Disciplinary action was taken for being AWL on from 6 p.m. 22/6/17 until apprehended by Civil Police at 3.30 p.m. on 6/7/17.  Award was forfeiture of 15 day’s pay and 7 days confined to barracks.

Private Thomas departed for a change to Australia due to Nephritis on 27 July, 1917 on board H.T. Demosthenes.  Next-of-kin were notified on 25 August that he was returning home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on 18 September, 1917.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 23 October, 1917 as medically unfit.

For serving his country Private 5349 Matthias Thomas, 28th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (13352) and the Victory Medal (13128).

In 1919 he was a horse driver at Yellowdine, W.A.

Matthias Thomas died on 31 July, 1938 in Darwin, Northern Territory and had been known working on various stations.  An inquest was held and reported in the:


Other newspaper reports say further evidence was given that the deceased was a returned man, a sufferer from head wounds received in the War. 
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WOOROLOO SANATORIUM

In the Darling Ranges of Western Australia the State Government set up in response to curbing infectious diseases such as diphtheria, typhoid and tuberculosis a Sanatorium at Wooroloo which opened in May, 1915.  All 74 patients from the Coolgardie Sanatorium were transferred by train to the new facility and it was then closed.

The site, on Linley Valley Road, Wooroloo was chosen because of the beauty of the countryside and an elevated position which enhanced the emphasis placed on the use of sunlight and fresh eucalypti-laden air required for curative care.  
Three successive tiers one above the other formed a half circle on the western slope of a forest clad hill containing thirty-six buildings built between 1914 and 1917.  
First row was near the valley and housed reception and for primary patients.  Second tier held wards for those in whom the disease held greater activity and the third tier was for advanced and terminally ill patients.  A magnificent panorama was obtained from all wards.

Electricity was provided on the grounds by an 11 horsepower generator for lighting and refrigeration and a large disinfector controlled the spread of infection at the hospital laundry.  The facility had to be self-sufficient with its own kitchen, bakery and dining room and an operating theatre and laboratory.  It also had a billiard room, small library and school for young children. 

The cemetery is the only one in Western Australia established to serve a hospital and contains many nationalities and includes many soldiers from World War I who were sent to the Sanatorium for treatment.  The cemetery is located midway between the Sanatorium and the Wooroloo township.

Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday February 20, 1917:


GOLDFIELD VOLUNTEERS


Six additional volunteers have offered themselves for active service, and all but one have been accepted.  The names which were registered at the central recruiting office, Palace Chambers, Maritana-street, Kalgoorlie:


Fit.—W. Spencer, 176 Macdonald-street, Kalgoorlie, J. Hynes, Rising Sun Hotel, Kalgoorlie, J. Harley, 2678 Whitlock-street, Kalgoorlie; M. Thomas, 95 Curfew-street, Brown Hill; and V.J. O’Grady, 35 King-street, Boulder.


Unfit.—F.G. Carden, Racecourse Hotel, Kalgoorlie.					Article abridged
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Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday August 22, 1918:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION


W.A. ROLL OF HONOUR


The 424th list of casualties amongst W.A. members of the A.I.F. is as under, soldiers whose rank is not mentioned being privates:  Spr. Matthias Thomas, senior, Brown Hill, dangerously;														Article abridged





West Australian Saturday February 1, 1919:


TAKADA


Troops will disembark at E Shed, Fremantle about 9 a.m. today.





West Australian Friday June 22, 1928:


DEATHS


THOMAS.—On June 19, 1928, at Wooroloo, Matthias (late No. 7405, 3rd Tun., A.I.F.), dearly loved husband of Eliza, and loved father of Mat, Norman, Leslie, Doris and Ernest; aged 62 years.














Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday June 30, 1928:


DEATHS


THOMAS.—On the 19th June, at the Sanatorium, Matthias (Matt) Thomas senr., (late 3rd Tunnellers Company A.I.F.) loving husband of Eliza, father of Matthias, Norman, Leslie Ernest and Mrs R. Buller.  Aged 62 years.














Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday June 19, 1929:


IN MEMORIAM


THOMAS.—In sad and loving memory of Matthias (Matt.) Thomas, senr. Late A.I.F. who passed away at Perth, 19th June, 1928.


It is just one year ago to-day since our dear one passed away.


—Inserted  by his loving wife and family.





Wooroloo Cemetery, in the Shire of Mundaring, W.A.


a lovely little bush cemetery alongside what used to be the Wooroloo Leprosy and TB Hospital.


Photo courtesy Kim Slyns, WA





Northern Standard Friday 5 August, 1938:


DEATH OF MR. MATT THOMAS


The inquest into the circumstances surrounding the death of Matt Thomas, 52, of Darwin, was concluded yesterday.  The Coroner (Mr W.J. Young, J.P), returned a verdict of accidental death.  He said “I find that Matt Thomas died at Darwin Hospital on July 31 from head and body injuries received in a collision between himself and a car in McKay Street, on the night of July 30th.  


The evidence before me shows that the occurrence was purely accidental and that no blame is attachable to the driver of the car.”


The evidence given was that the collision occurred a short distance past the turning into the hospital.


The nurse in charge of the hospital that night said at 11.15 o’clock she gave Thomas some medicine for a headache.  He was under the influence of drink at the time.


Dr C.E. Cook said at 11.40 p.m. he was going out to the hospital.  At the corner of McKay and Daly Sts. a man jumped on to the road.  The man was Thomas.  He had to swerve sharply to avoid him.








