LIEUTENANT HAROLD TAYLOUR

7592 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Born 28 September 1893 at Mildura, Victoria, Harold was the son of William Henry and Emily (daughter of William Edmund Hunter and Mary Elizabeth - nee Billington) Taylour.  His sister Dorothy Alma was born in Mildura, Victoria in 1895, as was his brother Eric Lyell in 1897.  Cecil Ewart was born 1898 in Lyell, Tasmania.  Brother Arthur William was born in Strahan, Tasmania in 1902; Merion Darwin, born 1908 and Clive Huxley, 1910, were both born in Queenstown, Tasmania.   The birth places of Clarence and Gertrude are not known at this stage. 

Harold signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 23 September 1916 aged 22 years and 11 months.  A Mining Engineer by trade he was living at Caulfield, Melbourne.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his father William H Taylour of Inkerman Road, Caulfield, Melbourne, Victoria.

Harold stated he was qualified as a Metallurgical, Chemical, Mining and Railway Engineer and Surveyor.

He was 5 ft 7¾ins tall and weighed 144 lbs.  He had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  A medical examination found him to be ‘fit for active service’ and he was appointed to the 7th Reinforcements to the 2nd Pioneer Battalion on 3 October.

Harold had his final leave from 4 to 9 November 1916.  On 16 November he was transferred to the Engineer Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria.  On 25 November he was transferred to 2nd Military District at Moore Park, Sydney, where he attended the Non-Commissioned Officers School. 

He was sent to the Engineer Officers Training School, Roseville in February 1917 and passed the examinations on completion of the course with good results.  He was promoted to Acting Corporal on 15 February, and Acting Sergeant on 8 March.  In April 1917 he was with the Tunnelling Reinforcements as Acting Sergeant.  

He joined ‘B’ Company Tunnellers on 2 August and was appointed ‘Voyage Only’ Sergeant on 6 August.

Harold embarked at Sydney on HMAT A68 Anchises, which departed Sydney on 8 August 1917.  After 55 days and stops at Colon, Panama and Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 168 Tunnellers on board disembarked at Liverpool, England on 24 October and entrained for the Tidworth camps.

During the voyage Harold was severely reprimanded on 3 September for neglecting to obey orders. 

He reverted to Sapper rank on 3 October and was immediately appointed to E.D.P. Sergeant on the same day and marched in to Tunnelling Company Details at Nos. 1&3 Camps, Parkhouse.

He again reverted to Sapper rank on 14 November and proceeded overseas to France on the same day.  He marched in to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot and was appointed E.D.P. Sergeant on 25 November.  

On 18 December he was taken on strength of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) and again reverted to Sapper rank.

He was promoted to Temporary Second Corporal on 7 February 1918 and Acting Sergeant on 17 March 1918.

In his recommendation for Harold to attend the Engineer Officers Cadet Unit, the O.C. 3ATC, Major Alexander Sanderson remarked: “This N.C.O. attended the Engineer Officers Training School, Roseville, N.S.W., and passed the examination on completion of the course with good results.  He acted as Sergeant in charge of reinforcements until joining this unit and has since done excellent work in the front line.  I would be glad to have him as an officer in this unit.”

The recommendation recorded that Harold had been educated at Caulfield Grammar School, Victoria and the Zeehan School of Mines, Tasmania; that he held a 1st Class Mining Managers Certificate and 1st Class Certificate in Metallurgy and that he had 4 years experience in Railway and Road surveys and construction and 2 years general mining.

On 14 September 1918 Harold was again recommended for a vacancy at the Engineer Officers Cadet Unit by the now C.O. 3ATC, Major Alexander Sanderson.

Sanderson wrote in the remarks section of this application: “Since joining this Unit A/Sergt. Taylour has carried out all the survey work required.  He is a good N.C.O. and a good leader.  I would be pleased to have him as an officer.”

Harold Taylors’ Surveyors notebook, currently in the Australian War Memorial, shows details of sections of the Hythe, Canteen and Vermelles Tunnels.

On 28 September he was detached to the Engineers Cadet School in England and was held supernumerary to 3ATCs establishment.

On 3 January he was appointed 2nd Lieutenant on probation and allotted to Australian Engineer Reinforcements.  He proceeded overseas to France on 21 January and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Havre, rejoining 3ATC on 1 February.

On 6 February 1919, 2/Lieut. Harold Taylour was taken on strength of the Company and posted to “B” Section for duty.  He was promoted to Lieutenant on 3 April 1919.

Harold marched out of 3ATC on 6 May 1919 for return to Australia.  He was granted leave with pay and subsistence to undertake Non-military Employment from 19 May to 30 November 1919, studying Civil Engineering at Kings College and reporting to No.2 Group, Sutton Veny, for disposal on 3 December.

He returned to Australia on board Konigan Louise, leaving London on 10 December 1919 and disembarking in Australia on 4 February 1920.

His appointment as an officer in the A.I.F. was terminated on 25 July 1920.  Harold was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, both of which he received in December 1922.

In 1925 Harold was living at 59 Bondi Road, Bondi.  In September 1925 his service history was provided to the War Service Homes Commission in Sydney.  

The Electoral Rolls for 1930 record Harold Taylour, Elpaso, 22 Wentworth Street, Bellevue – Draftsman; and Sybil Slingsby Taylour, Home Duties.

Harold sailed for New Guinea on Thursday 24 April 1930 on board the Burns Philp liner Montoro.  He served as the Warden of Mines at Wau.  He returned to Sydney on Thursday 26 January 1933.

In 1933, the Prime Minister’s Department forwarded 2 copies of “The Development of Gold Mining in Morobe, New Guinea” by H. Taylour and I.W. Morley, officers of the New Guinea Administration, to the Official Secretary in Great Britain, Australia House, London.

The Secretary replied: ‘This publication is a valuable contribution to the available information concerning the goldfields of the Territory of New Guinea.’, and requested a further 10 copies be forwarded.
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The Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy advised that the copies could be provided for a total cost of £1-1-6 including postage to London or Canberra.

The 1937 Electoral Roll records that Emily Taylour, now a widow, and her children Gertrude Emily, Merion, Arthur William and Arthurs’ wife Ellen Irene were living at 29 Hudson Street:
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In World War 2, Harold served as a Major with the New Guinea Volunteer Rifle Regiment between September 1939 and August 1941.
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The 1942 Electoral Roll records Emily, Gertrude Emily, Merion, Arthur William and Arthurs’ wife Ellen Irene living at 29 Spring Street, Caulfield.

In May 1942 Harold requested a copy of his WW1 Termination of Service Certificate which he had left in Wau, New Guinea and which had be destroyed when the enemy bombed the town.
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His mother Emily died on June 14 1944 at Caulfield, Victoria

At the time of Emilys’ death, she was living at 29 Hudson street, Caulfield.  Eric Lyell was a clerk living at 7 Hayes street, Bentleigh, and Arthur William Taylour, of 29 Spring street, Caulfield, was still a soldier.
The Electoral Rolls for 1943, 1949 & 1954 record Harold Taylour, Elpaso, 22 Wentworth Street, Bellevue (Dover Heights) – Public Servant and Sybil Slingsby Taylour, (same address) Home Duties.

Reunions
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Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnelling Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed. 

John MacDiarmid Royle (Lt, 1ATC & AEMMBC) produced and distributed an annual circular to keep members informed:

Harold appears on the Roll kept by the organisers of the Reunions for the years:

1963: living at 16 Allambie Road, North Manly, NSW;

1968: living at 29 Spring Street, Caulfield, S.E.B., Vic, and

1970: living at 61/19 Tusculum Street, Potts Point.

In 1951 Harold and Sybil divorced – decree nisi appearing on 24 January 1952 in the Sydney Morning Herald.
In 1954 Verne Slingsby Taylour is also recorded living at 22 Wentworth Street, Bellevue – Draftsman.

In the years 1958 & 1963 Harold Taylour, Taxi Driver, is recorded at Lot 1703 Allambie Road, North Manly. 

In 1963 Sybil Taylour is recorded at 28 Wentworth Street, Rose Bay.
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The 1980 Roll records Harold Taylour, 19 Tusculum Street, Potts Point – Mining Engineer and Ena Thelma Taylour, 19 Tusculum Street, Potts Point
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Sybil Taylour is still at 28 Wentworth Street, Rose Bay.
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Extracts from Harold Taylours’ survey notes:

Harolds’ brother Eric Lyell also served in World War 1.

A 31 year old Hardware Salesman, Eric enlisted in the A.I. F. on 18 December 1917, recording his previous service as 2 years with the 12th Field Ambulance,A.A.M.C. in Melbourne.  He listed his father as his Next-of-Kin.  Eric was 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 129 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair.

He was appointed to the 10th Reinforcements, 58th Infantry Battalion at the Broadmeadows Camp on 15 February 1918.  3731 Lance Corporal Eric Lyell Taylour embarked from Melbourne on SS Ormonde on 6 March 1918, disembarking at South Hampton on 15 May.

Eric proceeded overseas to France on 8 August 1918.  He reverted to Private rank and was taken on strength of the 58th Battalion on 12 August.

He took leave from France from11 to 25 March 1919, rejoining his unit on 30 March.  He marched out of the unit to England on duty on 27 April, rejoining his unit in France on 6 May.  Eric marched out of France on 24 May for return to Australia.

He returned to Australia on board Suevic leaving London on 23 Jul 19.  Eric disembarked in Melbourne on 10 September and was discharged on 3 October 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, which he received in December 1921 and September 1922 respectively.

Eric Lyell Taylour died in 1950 at Bentleigh aged 53.  His military medical records were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission in February 1955.

Three of Harolds’ brothers served in World War 2.

Taylour, Clive Huxley, VX57690, Lieutenant

Born 1 Jun 1910 in Queenstown, Tasmania, he enlisted at Royal Park, Melbourne on 13 Jun 1941, naming Doris Taylour as his Next-of-Kin.

Clive served with the 2nd/23rd Australian Infantry Battalion.  The unit battle honours for: North Africa 1941-42; Defence of Tobruk; The Salient 1941; Defence of Alamein Line; El Alamein; South-West Pacific 1943-45; Lae-Nadzab; Finschhafen; Borneo; Busu River; Sattelberg; Wareo and Tarakan, losing 308 died and 773 wounded.

Clive was discharged from the 2nd A.I.F. on 8 Nov 1945.  Clive Huxley Taylour died in 1976 at Heidelberg aged 66.

Taylour, Arthur William, V19792, Staff Sergeant 

Born 19 Dec 1901 in Strahan, Tasmania, he enlisted at Royal Park, Melbourne on 7 Oct 1941, naming his wife Ellen Irene as his Next-of-Kin.

Arthur served with the 2 Echelon L H Q and was discharged on 23 Oct 1945.  Arthur William Taylour died in 1961 at Caulfield aged 59.

Taylour, Merion Darwin, VX47184  Bombardier 

Born 1 Jan 1908 in Queenstown, Tasmania he enlisted at Caulfield, Melbourne on 22 Jul 1940 naming his mother Emily as his Next-of-Kin.

Merion served with the 2nd/3rd Australian Light Anti Aircraft Regiment which was initially raised in Melbourne on 1 July 1940, trained at Werribee Race Course and embarked for the Middle East in December 1940.  The Regiment was ultimately represented by a total of 1,935 servicemen who served with distinction in World War II, with Battle Honours from Tobruk, Crete, the Western Desert, Syria, Port Moresby, Milne Bay, Lae, Buna and Borneo.

Merion Darwin Taylour was Killed-in-Action on 29 May 1941, at Sea, during the defence of Crete.
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Addendum:
Cecil Ewart Taylour born 4 May 1898 in Lyell, Tasmania.  In 1922 the Electoral Roll records Cecil as an Agent on Maria Island, Tasmania.  He was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1928 at Kingoonya, South Australia and served for some time in the 1940s and 50s as Manager of the 2 million acre Wilgena Station.  He died in South Australia on 22 July 1962.  Cecil was married but his wifes’ details are not currently known.

Dorothy Alma Taylour born in Mildura in 1895 married  Royden Loughlin Allan Byworth ATKINSON in 1920.

Verne Slingsby Taylour:

1946 – Appeals Court, NSW – Verne Slingsby Taylour – for hearing 7 June 1946.

1958 Electoral Roll records Verne Slingsby Taylour, Manager, and Sylvia Ruby Taylour, Clerk, living at 39 Ocean Street, Woollahra, NSW.

1963 Electoral Roll records Verne Slingsby Taylour, no occupation, and Sylvia Ruby Taylour, Home Duties, living at 7 Orlando Road, Dee Why West, NSW.

Below:


P02466.210 - Vic. Paybook photograph of VX47184 Bombardier Merion Darwin Taylour, 3rd Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery. Bombardier Taylour, aged 33, died while defending the island of Crete against the German land and airborne invasion on 29 May 1941. He was the son of William Henry and Emily Taylour, of Caulfield, Vic. He is commemorated on the Athens Memorial Face 10. (Photograph supplied by the Army's Soldier Career Management Agency. Information from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Database.)











1939 - 1943


On 4 September 1939, the Administrator of the Mandated Territory of New Guinea, Sir Walter McNicoll, was given authorisation from the Australian Government to form a volunteer defence force to be known as the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles. NGVR members were public servants, merchants, bankers, business men, members of the Christian missions, miners, prospectors, traders and plantation owners, managers or associated employees.








The Argus - Melbourne, Vic. - Friday 11 December 1936





ENTERPRISE OF NEW GUINEA YIELD


The general manager of New Guinea Gold and Petroleum Development N.L. (Mr. H. Taylour) reports that the 57oz 12dwt of gold produced from the leases in New Guinea in November (which has been previously reported) was obtained from 4,300 cubic yards of over-burden removed, and 6,000 cubic yards of wash dirt treated.








The Argus - Melbourne, Vic. - Thursday 24 November 1938





ENTERPRISE OF N.G.


In his annual report the general manager of Enterprise of New Guinea Gold and Petroleum Development N.L. (Mr. H. Taylour) states that although the Surprise Creek mine showed a small profit in the year ended August 31, the average value of the wash throughout the property is much too low under present working conditions to provide other than low returns.  The Edie mine, on the other hand, is opening up very well, and justifies an optimistic outlook and the adoption of a programme of underground development that will bring the mine to a production stage of at least 5,000 tons a month by the time the motor road from Salamaua to Wau is open to traffic.  The position with regard to petroleum prospecting remained as set out in the previous annual report.


Operations for the year resulted in a loss of £6,829.  At the balance date current assets exceeded outside liabilities by £3,531.








The Argus (Melbourne - Vic. - Friday 5 April 1940





Captain H. Taylour, general manager in New Guinea of Enterprise of New Guinea Gold and Petroleum Development N.L. has been appointed by the Governor General (Lord Gowrie) a non-official member of the Legislative Council in Rabaul.





TAYLOUR.- On June 14, 1944, at Caulfield (Victoria, Emily, widow of William Henry Taylour, and mother of Harold, Dorothy (Mrs. Atkinson), Eric, Cecil, Arthur, Clarence, Merion (A.I.F., deceased), Clive, Gertrude (Mrs. Greive).








Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday June 5, 1982


DEATHS


TAYLOUR, Harold—June 3, 1982, beloved husband of Ena.


   No flowers by request.


FUNERALS


TAYLOUR—The relatives and friends of the late Harold Taylour are invited to attend his funeral service at the Northern Suburbs Crematorium on Tuesday, June 8, 1982 commencing at 3.30 p.m.


   NO FLOWERS BY REQUEST.


ALLEN MATTHEWS PTY LTD


NORTH RYDE                                        687 2244








30th June, 1949.


Dear Tunneller,





“Best show we ever had”, or at least it was for me.  There is no doubt about you all, and all the curses and epithets I have hurled at you during the last few years for failing to answer circulars are hereby revoked.  The gift you made me is something super-dooper a magnificent (yes, that’s the word) pair of field glasses, and I’ll bet I could not get full on the little change there would be left out of £50.





Anyhow I am not often at a loss for words but I was the other night, after the presentation.





What surprised me most was some of the far away Tunnellers whom I have reviled so much for not answering circulars and who for all I knew were dead, came forward with subscriptions.





Well, since you have all written saying how much you have enjoyed receiving my circulars with news of the old Tunnellers, I will make this a bumper circular and tell you what I can of all the old boys, living and dead.





Well, the dinner was held at the usual place, Sydney Legacy Club, 188 George Street, on one of the foulest nights Sydney has known for years, and I was very despondent as to whether we could get a quorum (we had, I might mention, a jorum).  In spite of the weather 39 Tunnellers, near Tunnellers and visitors, arrived, there being only one absentee from the list of those accepting and that was Archie Thomson who was down with the dogs disease.





Harold was listed among attendees 





The Athens Memorial is located on Phaleron War Cemetery where Merion is commemorated.





Attending the 1974, and possibly last, Tunnellers and AEMMB Companies Anzac Re-union luncheon held at the I.O.O.F. Hall, 100 Clarence Street, Sydney at 12.15 p.m., 25 April, after the march were:


Paul Collis (centre with beer bottle); Jim Hallinan; Charlie Kerswell; John Landrigan; Jim Lockery (4 inches taller than others); Roy Nilsson (2nd from left sitting); Morrie Roseberg; Gordon St Clair; Harry Taylour; Alfred Walter; Bill Wehlan and Harry Witton.


Photo courtesy Neil Coleman, Hull, Yorkshire, great nephew of Paul Collis








