SAPPER/DRIVER JOSEPH RENSHAW SWINDIN

 1392 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Annandale, Sydney, New South Wales was the birthplace of Joseph Renshaw Swindin in 1886 the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Swindin.  His musical ability was prominent from an early age and played the cornet as a member of several bands.  The following was his competition result published in the:     


Military experience was gained by eight years with the Naval Brigade.  He became a professional cornetist in Sydney playing in the orchestra of J.C. Williamson.  

At the recruiting depot at Liverpool, NSW on September 8, 1915 the twenty-nine year old applied to enlist for Home Service Only.  Passing the medical examination his enlistment description states he was 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighed 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-97cms (36-38ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and very light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo of a heart with a dagger through it.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his mother Elizabeth Swindin of Undercliffe Road, Marrickville.  He signed and took ‘the Oath of Enlistment’ for Home Service only the same day.

He was not allotted to military training but to the Band of the Aust Light Horse Depot at Liverpool camp until December 16, 1915.  During this time on November 15 he was fined ten shillings for being absent.  He was transferred to the Mining Corps on December 17, 1915.

On January 1, 1916 he re-attested with the Mining Corps at their camp at Casula near Liverpool and his description on enlistment was twenty-nine years and eleven months of age with the occupation of carpenter, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 92ins (36ins).  Two vaccination scars were classed as distinctive marks on his left arm.  Fair was his complexion with grey eyes and had light hair.  Religion was Church of England.    Next-of-kin was his father Thomas Swindin of Undercliffe Road, Marrickville.  He was sworn in on January 11, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1392 with the 1st Reinforcements to the Corps.

He married in 1916 to Lydia Sarah Tidswell in Newtown, Sydney before embarkation and she became his next-of-kin with her address given as Undercliffe Road, Marrickville.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

He was detached for duty with the 177th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers on May 22, 1916.  A month later he left No. 3 Company on June 22, 1916 and admitted to the 19th Field Ambulance with Influenza.  On July 1 he went to the 101st Field Ambulance and discharged to duty three days later rejoining on July 5, 1916. 

With civil qualifications of carpenter his service as more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore on October 7, 1916 was taken on strength with this company.

On September 3, 1917 he was appointed Driver with the company.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the company on July 18, 1918 he was noted to be still with his unit.

Leave was granted from August 18 to September 12, 1918.  The following action was taken by the Commanding Officer of the A.E.M.M. & B. Company:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] A.W.L. by overstaying his leave to U.K.





Absent from 6.30 a.m. on 11/9/18 until reporting at 6.30 a.m. 12/9/18



Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to barracks]


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

He was with the company when Peace was declared and they remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their areas.

His last payment was received in France on January 8, 1919.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation and to return to the Base Depot on March 26, 1919.  They departed the Aust Infantry Base Depot on April 2 and crossed the English Channel marching into the No. 3 Group camp at Codford the next day.

After demobilisation Driver Swindin embarked for Australia on May 12, 1919 on board H.T. Zealandia.  Base Records advised his wife on June 17, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked on July 1, 1919 in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.)  News of their arrival was published in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on March 23, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (34168) and the Victory Medal (33734) were issued to Driver 1392 Joseph Renshaw Swindin, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for serving his country.

He resumed his career as a professional musician and in 1930 he and his wife were residing at 89 Major Bay Road, Concord.  She was a storekeeper.  Three years later in 1933 they were at Sylvania Road, Gymea Bay and he was still a musician. 

In 1936 they moved to Narrandera, NSW living at Chantilly Street with his occupation as a labourer with the Municipal Council’s electricity branch.  While in their employ the following extract from a Council Meeting was printed in the:


In 1943 their residence was 42 Williams Street, Narrandera.  The following article appeared in the:


An application of leave was tabled in Council minutes and reported in the:


A Statement of his Service was requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on October 30, 1950.

Joseph Renshaw Swindin passed away on April 9, 1951 aged 65 years with his death registered at Leeton, NSW.  Interment was in the Leeton Cemetery, NSW.  An Obituary was published in the:


Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

  1928
SWINDON, Joe
39 Major’s Bay Road, Concord

Notation: letter returned 1931

  1934
SWINDON, Joe
Gymea Bay P.O., Sutherland

Changed to: William St Narrandera










                     Deceased 9/4/1951
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Evening News Monday November 13, 1899:


BATHURST BAND CONCERT


BATHURST, Sunday.  The following are the results of the solo competitions held in connection with the Federal Band Contest, each result carrying with it the Championship of Australasia:  B Flat cornet – 2. J.R. Swindin, Sydney, Hibernian 58.		


								Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday July 1, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


ARRIVING TO-DAY


The following are the altered arrangements for the reception of returned soldiers by the Zealandia, the Orontes, and the Wahene, who will arrive in Sydney to-day.


Holders of tickets marked “Zealandia” or “Wahene” will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet shortly before 9 a.m.  Those who have tickets marked “Orontes” will be admitted at 2 p.m.


Troops by the Wahene and the Zealandia will disembark at 9 a.m.


Cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 54 to 159 are required to be at No. 1 wharf, Woolloomooloo, at 2.30 p.m.    			


									Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday July 2, 1919:


The Zealandia brought 439 men for New South Wales and about 140 for Queensland.            


Article abridged








Narandera Argus and Riverina Advertiser Friday April 15, 1938:


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL


Ordinary Fortnightly Meeting


From Messrs F. Harrison, J. Welsh, J.R. Swindin, J.L. Bennett, and J.J. Flynn applying for leave of absence to attend the Anzac Day Celebrations in Sydney.


Ald Baird moved Ald Gordon seconded that all returned soldiers in the employment of the Council be granted leave to attend the celebrations and that absence of leave by all applicants be granted.  The motion was carried.  


											             Article abridged








Narandera Argus and Riverina Advertiser Tuesday May 14, 1946:


LOCAL AND GENERAL


Burning Accident to Mrs Swindin—While Mr and Mrs Joe Swindin were on holidays in Sydney last week, the latter met with a burning accident.  From particulars to hand it appears that Mrs Swindin was attending to a gas stove, and was  burnt about the face.  Fortunately her injuries are not serious.








Narandera Argus and Riverina Advertiser Friday March 22, 1948:


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL


Tri-Weekly Meeting


From Messrs J.R. Swindin applying for 10 day’s holiday leave from 30th March and A.R. Murphy applying for 1 day’s leave.											


Article abridged








Narandera Argus and Riverina Advertiser Thursday April 12, 1951:


OBITUARY


Mr Joseph Swindin


The death occurred in the Leeton District Hospital on Monday last of a former well known resident of Narrandera, Mr Joseph Renshaw Swindin, at the age of 65 years.


Mr Swindin was born at Annandale, Sydney, and was married at Newtown to Miss Lydia Tidswell.  In Sydney he followed the occupation of a professional musician, being an excellent cornetist.  He was engaged in J.C. Williamson’s orchestra for a number of years, and travelled with it to New Zealand and other places.  He served in World War I, and about 15 years ago came to Narrandera to enter the employ of the Municipal Council’s electricity department.  He remained in that position until last year, when he retired for health reasons.


Shortly after coming to Narrandera he joined the Citizens’ Band and was a cornetist in it for several years.  When the Railway-Town Band was formed some years ago Mr Swindin was appointed bandmaster, and remained in that position until shortly before his departure from Narrandera.  He and Mrs Swindin made many friends in this district, where he was held in high esteem.


Deceased is survived by his wife and two daughters, Natalie, (Mrs E. Turner, Leeton) and Avia (Mrs A. Walton, Narrandera).  He is also survived by one sister, Mrs M. Lane, of Banksia, Sydney), and two brothers, Messrs Fred and Victor Swindin, of Undercliffe, Sydney.


The funeral took place at Leeton on Tuesday, the cortege moving from St Peter’s Church of England for the Leeton cemetery.


The Leeton sub-branch of the R.S.L. draped the coffin with a Union Jack and the flag of the Leeton Memorial Gardens was flown half-mast, together with the “Lest We Forget” pennant.


The Narrandera sub-branch of the R.S.S. and A.I. League and the employees of the Narrandera Municipal Council forwarded a wreath to be placed on the coffin.











