SAPPER FREDERICK SWAN
1162 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Frederick Swan was born in Kalmar, in the historical Provence of Småland, in Sweden, situated by the Baltic Sea on October 8, 1854.  He stated his military training was with the Swedish Army.  He became a sailor and early records show him as a nineteen year old apprentice who left Chatham in 1871.  Recorded voyages were:

      Voyage

     Arrival
    
 Ship


Birthplace
   Age
        Position
London-Sydney 
arr 01/04/1871

Kosuisko 



19 years      Apprentice
London-Sydney 
arr 06/03/1872

Christiana Thompson


21 years     Boy

London-Sydney 
arr           1880

Mallsgate

Sweden


       AB seaman

London-Sydney

arr 13/08/1881

Garonne



31 years      Chief Cook

London-Sydney

arr 22/09/1881

Nineveh

Sweden

31 years      AB seaman
London-Sydney

arr 26/11/1882 

Potosi




32 years      Cook

Brisbane-Sydney
arr 15/10/1884 

Leura

He arrived in Port Jackson, Sydney, Australia on a voyage of Adam W. Spies, an American barque from the USA which departed on New Year’s Day 1885 and reported on its arrival in the:
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Since he arrived in Australia he stated he had resided in the following places:


Gosford 
 1 year




           12 years on timber boats trading from Rivers north and south of Sydney



Sydney
  
 2 years



Esbank

 1 year


Forbes 

 2 years



Lismore
 1 year


Ballina

 1 year



Grafton
 
 1 year



Inverell
 
 2 years



Glen Innes
 2 years



Guyra
             3 years

While in Guyra, New South Wales he applied for Naturalisation before Senior Constable of Police Daniel John O’Neill on May 13, 1915.  He declared he had been a resident in Australia for 29 years and intended to settle permanently and was an unmarried labourer.  His Application for Naturalisation and Statutory Declaration were received on June 8, 1915 and he received his Certificate of Naturalisation (22288) on June 12, 1915.

A few months later at the recruiting depot in Mt Magnet, Western Australia on November 20, 1915 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
At Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth four days later gave personal details on Attestation Forms that he was born in Malmo, Sweden in 1875 and was a sailor standing 177cms 5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 66.8kgs (147lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-97cms (33½-38ins).  Complexion of the unmarried forty-year old was fresh with grey-blue eyes and had light auburn hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were tattoos on both forearms – right arm having Swedish & W.A. flags in combination and left arm ‘I.F.L.$ 1868’ with floral surroundings.  In lieu of next-of-kin he nominated his friend Jack Pearsall of Mt Magnet, W.A.   He was sworn in the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 37th Depot Battalion.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Swan was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps on December 3.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 


On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Swan was assigned the regimental number 1162 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  Sapper Swan was assigned to No. 4 Section who were attached for duty with the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Disciplinary action was issued for the following:



Offence:
Drunk - In that he did come on parade while under the influence of liquor



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment]   6/6/16
His service continued without incident until he went sick to the 73rd Field Ambulance with myalgia (muscular pain) on March 18, 1917 and transferred to the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station a day later.  On March 20 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 14 to Etaples entering the 7th Canadian Hospital with myalgia.  On March 26 he was transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot and on April 6 discharged to the Aust General Base Depot for Base Details with ‘A’ class debility. 
On April 20, 1917 he was sent to England for ‘permanent base’ details at the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Down’s camp.

Sapper was admitted on May 27, 1917 to the Brigade Hospital, Perham Downs with a gastric ulcer (stomach ulcer caused by bacterium (germ) called H pylori).  On June 9, 1917 was transferred to Tidworth Military Hospital.

At the Military Hospital Tidworth camp on June 23, 1917 the forty-eight year old former fitter appeared before the Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Rheumatic Fever (complication of strep throat and can cause damage to the heart)


Origin of disability:
France 1917



Essential facts:
After working in wet saps he complained of pains in all the joints






of his body also pain about two hours after eating.  He was removed






to No. 7 Canadian Hospital in France and sent to England seven 






days later as suffering from Acute Rheumatism.  One month later he






developed pain in the sides & over the bladder & also states he






vomited blood but has frequently passed blood in motions.



Causation:

Due to exposure on Active Service



Present condition:
Unhealthy.  The urine contains a small amount of pus & X ray






shows a shadow (?stone) in the right urethra.  It is difficult to






state whether pain complained of is due to possible stone in Urethra






or duodenal ulcer or his old Rheumatism.



Caused by:

Exposure in wet trenches



Recommendation:
Discharge as permanently unfit



Recovery:

12 months



Labour capacity:
Lessened by ¾% for six months



Finding:

Permanently unfit for General Service & temporarily unfit for






Home Service



Approved:

17/7/1917

On June 28 Sapper was discharged to the No. 2 Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Swan embarked for Australia from Devonport, England for a change and discharge due to rheumatic fever on July 27, 1917 on board H.T. Demosthenes.  Base Records advised his friend on August 22, 1917 that he was returning home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on September 18, 1917. 

He entered No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle due to overage and pains generally, remaining there until October 3.  The Medical Board who gave the following report:



Overage 49 years.  Pains generally – shoulder, back left iliac region.  States not severe.



Tongue clean.  States appetite poor, sleeps badly.  Small quantity of albumen still present



in urine.  General condition good.  Desires discharge.  Does not desire further treatment.


D.P.U.  Incapacity 1/3 for six months.

He was discharged to the Details camp at Karrakatta.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on October 22, 1917 as medically unfit.  The next day he was granted a Military Pension of twenty shillings per fortnight to his residence at 162 Pier Street, Perth.  Later Frederick returned to the Murchison district.

Frederick Swan passed away on December 30, 1919 aged 65 years.  Burial took place in the Methodist portion of Cue Cemetery in grave no. 617.

For service for his country Sapper 1162 Frederick Swan, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8239) and the Victory Medal (8204).

Due to his early demise these medals were not collected at the designated barracks and were returned to the medals section of Base Records on September 30, 1924.
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Evening News Tuesday March 31, 1885:


SHIPPING


Adam W. Spies, 1171 tons, Capt. D. Field, from New York, Jan 1, with all general cargoes.       Article abridged





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….F. Swan


Article abridged








