SAPPER VICTOR SUTCLIFFE

2366 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Victor John George Sutcliffe was born in Dinmore, Queensland on October 17, 1897 the son of John and Jane Christie (nee Brown) Sutcliffe.  In 1915 the family were residing at Redbank Plains, Goodna, Qld.

The March of the Dungarees

Warwick to Brisbane – 6-30 November, 1915
Towards the end of 1915 when enthusiasm to enlist had decreased after the tragic losses in the Gallipoli campaign and the need to recruit men into the Australian military that the idea of a march showing collective patriotism through towns in South-East Queensland could prove effective to boost enlistments.  

The march commenced as the summer weather began at Warwick with 28 men and followed the Southern railway line through small and large towns of Toowoomba, Laidley and Ipswich concluding their destination in Brisbane and along the way swelled the volunteer numbers to 125 members.

Outfitted in a blue-denim type of fabric their uniforms were designed on the style of clothes for non-combat manual work known as fatigues and been worn by Australian soldiers since the Boer War.  These dark dungarees would provide the name for the recruiting drive as the March of the Dungarees and were completed with white linen hats and badges that showed acceptance of passing the initial medical examination by each man.

At the Ipswich Recruiting Office on November 27, 1915 the eighteen-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Both parents signed the Application giving their consent for their son to enlist.  After the preliminary medical examination the recruiting officer accepted his application.  
Attestation Forms were completed the next day giving his description on enlistment as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 61kgs (135lbs) with a chest measurement of 85cms (33½ins).  Complexion was medium with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Religion was Methodist.  Next-of-kin was father Mr John Sutcliffe of Redbank Plains via Goodna, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.

[image: image1.jpg]



The Dungarees were met at a gathering in Queen’s Park, Ipswich where volunteers who passed the medical examination joined them.  Several more presented themselves at the park to enlist including Horace Abbott and were accepted subject to the medical test and sworn in later that evening.  News of the afternoon was reported in the:
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The Governor of Queensland, Sir Hamilton Goold Adams, met and congratulated the men at the South Brisbane Baths and together with members of the South Brisbane Council marched with the Dungarees to Victoria Bridge.  
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At the Ipswich Recruiting Office on November 27, 1915 the eighteen-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Both parents signed the Application giving their consent for their son to enlist.  After the preliminary medical examination the recruiting officer accepted his application.  
Attestation Forms were completed the next day giving his description on enlistment as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 61kgs (135lbs) with a chest measurement of 85cms (33½ins).  Complexion was medium with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Religion was Methodist.  
Next-of-kin was father Mr John Sutcliffe of Redbank Plains via Goodna, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.


The Dungarees continued their march to Brisbane.

At Old Government House overlooking the Brisbane River a Civic luncheon was provided and later in the afternoon the Dungarees marched to Central Railway Station to entrain for Enoggera Camp.  A large portion of the men were drafted to the 11th Reinforcements to the 25th Battalion while others due to their qualifications and work experience were divided into other specialist battalions with Victor Sutcliffe assigned to the recruits for the Miners’ Corps.    
Basic Training took place at Enoggera camp until January 3, 1916 when he was transferred from the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) to their Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW (2nd M.D.) 

On January 24, 1916 disciplinary action took place for the following:



Casula

Absent without Leave 10/1/16 to 23/1/16 inclusive – 14 days



Award:

Fined 10 shillings and all leave stopped for 21 days.

At Rosebery Park on March 23, 1916 was placed with the 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 2366.

The 2nd Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  

From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and Sapper Sutcliffe was admitted to the 2nd General Hospital at Moussot with Influenza remaining until discharged to the Segregation Camp on May 30, 1916.  The next day he left for Etaples arriving on June 1 to the Base Depot rejoining the Reinforcements who had been entrained to Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.

Sapper was attached for duty to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on June 25, 1916.

On July 19, 1916 Sapper was accidentally wounded in action and taken to the 138th Field Ambulance suffering a bullet wound to his left hand (slight).  

The entry in the Unit Diary for the 1st Tunnelling Company states:

July 1916  BAILLEUL



19th 
Ploegsteert T123
Prowse Point

Bullring (61-2)
     2 men wounded

He rejoined his Unit on July 23, 1916.  A telegram was sent to his father on July 30, 1916 as follows:


His name was listed in Casualty List published in:

Sapper Sutcliffe was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 29, 1916.

On November 29, 1916 the A.I.F. noted increased allotment to his mother Mrs Jane Sutcliffe from three shillings to four shillings per diem commencing from January 1, 1917.

Mrs Sutcliffe wrote to change her address on January 22, 1917 to Stockyard Creek via Helidon, Qld.  This was acknowledged by Base Records via a printed reply card.

Service continued until February 7, 1917 when the following was dealt with:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] Absent without Leave





From 12 noon to 5.30 p.m. 5/2/17



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2 by O.C. 1st Tun Coy.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for twelve months service.

He continued service without incident until June 12, 1918 when sent to the 9th Field Ambulance and transferred to the 6th Stationary Hospital diagnosed with Lipoma (fatty benign tumour).  Two days later he entered the 12th General Hospital in Rouen with a Cyst on his shoulder.  

On June 26 he was sent to the Convalescent Depot in Rouen but was admitted to the 11th Convalescent Depot at Buchy suffering from Cystitis (Inflammation of Bladder) remaining until August 17 when he reported to the Base Depot in Rouelles.  He rejoined his Unit on August 27.

A change of address for his father was noted on July 25, 1917 to Stockyard Creek via Helidon, Qld.

He proceeded on Leave from September 10 until October 1, 1918.

On October 24, 1918 he was admitted to 141st Field Ambulance with Balanitis (Inflammation of Glans Penis) and moved to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station the following day.  He was conveyed on A.T.34 to Rouen two days later for the 1st Stationary Hospital then relocated to the 39th General Hospital in Havre for treatment of a Social Disease which was later diagnosed as Urethritis (Inflammation of Urethra).

Peace was declared the day Sapper marched in to the Aust General Base Depot and six days later returned to join his Unit.  The Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation on the front assisting with rehabilitation of their district by defusing delayed-action mines and booby traps left by the enemy.

He went sick on December 7, 1918 to the 55th C.C.S. with a social disease and moved to the 1st Stationary Hospital.  Five days later entered the 39th General Hospital at Havre and returned to his unit on February 1, 1919.

The company was recalled on February 12, 1919 to prepare to return to England.  They arrived at the A.G.B.D. on February 24 and crossed the English Channel the next day marching into No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse.

A Kit Inventory was taken on March 4, 1919 and the following items were issued:


Tooth Brush, Housewife, Dungaree Jacket & Trousers, 2 Singlets, Woollen Socks, Spoon, Towel,


2 Australia Titles, Comforter Cap.

A medical order allowed the issue of a set of khaki drill.  Boots and a Jacket were returned unserviceable and replaced on March 11. 

Sapper departed the Convalescent Training Depot on March 11, 1919 for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and marched out to Heytesbury on March 27.

After Demobilisation he departed London on April 20, 1919 aboard the H.T. Boonah for the voyage to Australia.  Base Records advised his parents on May 22, 1919 he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on June 11, 1919 and he left to return to Brisbane (1st M.D.) soon after arriving on June 14.

Lists of arrivals were published of the returned soldiers to Brisbane including his name in:

At the No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on June 14 he went before the Medical Board.  Essential facts listed were gunshot wound wrist and an operation to remove a Cyst on his clavicle. No disability for these were noted and signed by Sapper Sutcliffe.  Demobilise was recommended and confirmed the following day.

Military Discharge was issued from Brisbane (1st M.D.) on July 29, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country the British War Medal (14043) and the Victory Medal (13827) were issued to Sapper Victor Sutcliffe, 1st Tunnelling Company.

A copy of his Will was forwarded on October 7, 1919 to the Assistant Adjutant General’s Office (1st M.D.).

He married on October 21, 1919 to Carez Melva McColough and their residence was Caithness Street, Booval, Queensland with the occupation of miner.

The Queensland Repatriation Department requested Service Records from Base Records on March 24, 1922 and a Statement of Service was issued on March 30, 1922 and further particulars required in correspondence dated April 12, 1922.

In 1925 their address was Amosfield Road, Stanthorpe and in 1930 were at Stuart Street, North Toowoomba.  694 Ruthven Street, Toowoomba was their abode recorded in 1936-37 with no occupation listed and by 1943 was Pilkington’s, Forest Street, Moorooka with the occupation of fitter.

Proceedings in the Police Court were reported in:

Between 1954 and 1958 the couple were listed at 58 Edith Street, Alderley and in 1963 are at 7 Macansh Street, Zillmere.

Victor John George Sutcliffe died on June 19, 1964 aged 66 years.  Funeral arrangements were published in:


In recognition of service for his country his War Service Plaque is located in the Garden of Remembrance, Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane on Wall in Row T.


His name appears on the Coominya Soldier Settlement Memorial, Coominya.

On the Redbank Plains State School Roll of Honour his name also appears.  The memorial was made from a log of cedar donated by Mr J. Sutcliffe.
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Further information on:


‘The March of the Dungarees - Warwick to Brisbane – 6-30 November, 1915’

can be found in our Bits & Pieces section
Queensland Times (Ipswich) Monday November 29, 1915:


THE RESPONSE IN IPSWICH


The total number of recruits’ who applied to join in the recruiting march in the city was 52, 36 of whom were accepted.  It might be mentioned that several of those who were rejected had been previously turned down.  Three of these were from Ipswich, 2 from Boonah, 2 from Esk and 1 from Harrisville.  The men accepted yesterday in Ipswich to join the march were James Skillon, W.J. Edwards, V. Sutcliffe, Roy Livermore, Horace Abbott, F. Fairley, and H. M’Donald (Boonah).





Queensland Times Monday November 29, 1915:


GATHERING IN QUEEN’S PARK


The gathering in the Queen’s Park in the afternoon was a large one.  The City Vice-Regal Band, under the conductorship of Mr F.W.U. M’Leod rendered a programme of music which was highly appreciated by the recruits, some of whom heard it for the first-time last Friday.  The little company was marched from the drill-sheds to the rotunda, under Lieut. D.J. Binnie and Staff-Sergt-Major Dutney, clad in plain clothes, which had borne the wear and tear of several day’s march, the men presented a rather worn appearance; but there is little doubt that, with a little more training and the donning of the khaki, the men who are engaging in the march will be a unit to be proud of.  They dispersed amongst the onlookers; but they were kept distinguished by the khaki band round their arms, and this enabled them to be made of recipients of many little kindnesses, in the way of gifts of sweets, cigarettes, &c.												Contd.





continues


The swearing-in of new recruits then took place, the oaths being administered by Lieut. Binnie to the following who had passed the medical examinations since the previous night: David Kern, Eric Abraham, Edward Bolton [Boulton], Sydney Marsh, Joseph Brough, Nathaniel Kelly, Joseph Bullock, William J. Smith, Robert Isler, R. Adams, Arthur Illingworth, M.T. Horner and W. Skillern [Skillen].  A khaki band was pinned on an arm of each volunteer by several ladies.							


The following next presented themselves for the first time and are to be sworn in later, if they pass the medical test: Roy Livermore, Edward Fowler, Horace Abbott, John Ryan, William Goodhew and P. Curtin.


Tunnellers in bold


Lieut. Binnie, in a short speech, said that in the march were brothers of men who had fallen at the front and had been at the front at Gallipoli, had returned home wounded and discharged as unfit and had after recuperating, been re-admitted and was going back to help his comrades.


After the band recital had been finished the volunteers were called together, and, in the charge of Sergt. Dutney, marched back to “barracks.”





Arrival of “The Dungarees” in South Brisbane on 30 November, 1915 at Victoria Bridge


Photo sourced from Australian War Memorial – public domain photo





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Monday November 29, 1915:


THE RESPONSE IN IPSWICH


The total number of recruits’ who applied to join in the recruiting march in the city was 52, 36 of whom were accepted.  It might be mentioned that several of those who were rejected had been previously turned down.  Three of these were from Ipswich, 2 from Boonah, 2 from Esk and 1 from Harrisville.  The men accepted yesterday in Ipswich to join the march were James Skillon, W.J. Edwards, V. Sutcliffe, Roy Livermore, Horace Abbott, F. Fairley, and H. M’Donald (Boonah).





EW								 		J SUTCLIFFE


										REDBANK PLAINS


										VIA GOODNA  Q


	REGRET REPORTED SON PRIVAT VICTOR SUTCLIFFE ACCIDENTALLY WOUNDED


	WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED


								BASE RECORDS           30/7/16





The Queenslander Saturday August 19, 1916


THE ROLL OF HONOUR - 191st LIST


Wounded:


	Sapp V. Sutcliffe, Goodna.						                              Article abridged





The Queenslander Saturday June 14, 1919


PER H.T. BOONAH


2366 Spr V. Sutcliffe, 1st Tunn Co., Ipswich.						Article abridged





The Courier-Mail Tuesday January 23, 1945  


PRESENTED AT COURT


FITTER’S LAPSE


All the articles were essential to the war effort and hard to procure said Detective Senior-sergeant J.F. Buggy in the Police Court yesterday when Victor John George Sutcliffe, 47, fitter, was fined a total of £30 (£10 on each of three charges) and ordered to make restitution of £15.





Sutcliffe was charged with having stolen a wallet containing £15 and a cheque form, total value £15/7/8, the property of Arthur Oliver Pinfold, with having stolen tools to the value £21, the property of U.S.A. Government and with having had three quarts of petrol and tools suspected of being stolen.





The prosecutor said that Pinfold, an Australian soldier, having lost his wallet when staying at the Beaudesert Hotel.  Sutcliffe a field engineer at Archerfield, told police that the tools had been given him for his work, but that he had no right to take them away from the job.





The Courier-Mail Saturday June 20, 1964:


FUNERALS


SUTCLIFFE, Mr Victor John, 7 Macansh Street, Zillmere (ex 2nd A.I.F.)—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs V. Sutcliffe and Family, are respectfully advised that the Funeral of her beloved Husband their Father, Father-in-law and Grandfather, is appointed to leave the Wavell Heights Methodist Church, Rode Road, Wavell Heights, Today (Saturday) for the East Chapel of the Mt Thompson Crematorium after Service, commencing at 1 p.m.


METROPOLITAN FUNERAL SERVICES





SUTCLIFFE, Victor John—Members of the Totally and  Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association of Australia, and the Ladies Committee, are invited to attend his Funeral Service to be held as per Family Notice.


   									By request of the Secretary.





Entrance to Queensland Garden of Remembrance





His plaque in the Garden of Remembrance, Pinnaroo Cemetery, 


Bridgeman Downs, Qld		Photos by author





Coominya Soldier Settlement Scheme Memorial


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzac Memorial website








