SAPPER HARRY SULLIVAN
3481A – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Harry Sullivan stated he was born in Mount Morgan, Queensland in 1896.  He was born on 11 July, 1895 as Harry Twine son of James White Twine and Agnes (nee Sullivan).  He had two brothers George Johnston (born in Maryborough in 1891) and Malcolm Dudley and a sister Annie Mary Twine.  His mother died in 1906 and his father in 1914.  It appears George and Harry were in Mount Morgan as George was reported to qualify as a metallurgist from the Mt Morgan School of Mines.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld on 12 January, 1916 the twenty-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall weighing 63.6 kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-92cms (34-36ins).  Fresh was his complexion with brown eyes testing to good vision and black hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his left leg.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  In lieu of parents he nominated his friend George Johnston Twine of Mount Morgan, Qld as next-of-kin who in fact was his elder brother.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane the following day until 23 February, 1916 then moved to the 13th Depot Battalion to March 22.  Allotted the next day to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company and transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney on 23 March, 1916.  He did not embark with the Tunnelling Company and was sent to the Tunnelling Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 5 July, 1916 and placed with the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was sapper with the regimental number 3481.
The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. 
Disciplinary action was taken while on board as follows:




Offence at sea:

29/8/16 smoking on troop deck




Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Col. J. Rowell A.C. V.D O.C.T. 30/8/16




Offence at sea:

12/9/16 AWL 6 hours




Award:

Forfeits 4 day’s pay by Col J. Rowell A.C. V.D. O.C.T. 12/9/16

After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.   

He was admitted on 14 October, 1916 to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital in Bulford for treatment of a social disease and after 19 days curative care discharged on 1 November and returned to Parkhouse Camp.  He was re-admitted to the 1st A.D.H. on 11 November being a patient for 64 days until discharged to duty on 22 December, 1916.  He did not return to camp resulting in the following:



Offence:
Aust Details Camp 22/12/16 AWL from 1200hrs till






apprehended 1930hrs 30/12/16




Award:

9 days detention by Capt. A.G. Neech






In custody awaiting trial 5 days



Total forfeiture:
22 day’s pay

Perham Downs 5/1/17 

His friend/brother George J. Twine changed his address on 3 January, 1917 with Base Records to H.M. Factory, Gretna, Carlisle, England.  His qualifications as a metallurgist with cement and lime earned him a position in the explosive’s factory at Gretna.
Headquarters in London advised on 20 January, 1917 his regimental number should read 3481A.  The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 January, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot.  
On 8 February, 1917 he was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper proceeded to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 3 April, 1917 and taken on strength four days later.

Service continued without incident or illness and was granted leave to England. While on leave was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 30 November, 1917 for treatment of a social disease and discharged after 46 days to the Convalescent Depot at Parkhouse Camp on 14 January, 1918.
On 22 January, 1918 was to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny but went Absent without Leave.  On 18 February, 1918 was declared an illegal absentee by a Court of Inquiry held at Sutton Veny as of 25 January, 1918.  He was still absent when Peace was declared.

Sapper was apprehended on 29 April, 1919 in London by the Aust. Military Police.

On 6 May, 1919 was detached for duty with the Depots in the United Kingdom from the 2nd Tunnelling Company.  On 14 May Sapper was admitted for safe custody to Lewes Detention Barracks from Headquarters Tidworth and five days later on May 19 was discharged to Tidworth.

The following day appeared before the District Court Martial held at Tidworth 20/5/19:




Charge:
Sutton Veny AWL from 25/1/18 till surrendering to civil police on






29/4/19



Pleaded & found:
Guilty




Sentence:
4 months detention 20/5/19

Confirmed:
remitted to 2 months by Major-Gen. Sir C. Rosenthal, A.I.F. Depots U.K. 26/5/19

Period under charge from 1st Investigation and forfeiture concurrent from 2/5/19 to 3/6/19

He returned to Lewes Detention Barracks on May 24, 1919 until discharged to No. 2 Group Camp on 9 July, 1919 with ten days remitted for good conduct.
At the Register Office in Islington, London on 20 August, 1919 Harry (24) bachelor at Sutton Veny camp, Warminster, married by license before Herbert Tice, Registrar, Edith Matilda Bowler (21), spinster daughter of late James Thomas Bowler.   He gave his father’s name as James White Sullivan.
[image: image1.jpg]


Edith was born on 7 July, 1898 at St Pancras, London, the daughter of Annie Edith Biggs who died in 1914 and Private 7649 James Thomas Bowler, 1st Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers.  
He was a printer’s labourer and a native of Stockport who died in Belgium on 6 October, 1914.   He has no known grave and is memorialised at Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial on panel 22.

Mrs Edith Sullivan became his next-of-kin with her address listed with the Estate Section, London Headquarters at 58 Hatton Road, Canterbury, Islington.

He completed a card (undated) that any letters to him should be forwarded to him care of the Returned Soldiers’ Association, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia and any parcels were to go to Mrs Daly, 13 Milner Square, Barnsbury, London, N1.
Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Sullivan embarked for Australia on 8 October, 1919 on board H.T. Benalla.  Base Records advised on 22 October his friend/brother George Twine, who had returned home late in 1918, that he was on his way home.  
[image: image2.jpg]


The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 29 November, 1919 and the Queenslanders left by special train to Brisbane (1st Military District).  News of their arrival on 30 November, 1919 was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane on 2 January, 1920 as medically unfit.  

For serving his country Sapper 3481A Harry Sullivan, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (20384) and the Victory Medal (19860).

In 1922 the couple were residing at Main Street, Oxley, Brisbane and he had no occupation listed.

On 13 October, 1931 Harry completed a Statutory Declaration to Base Records for a copy of his discharge issued by the Defence Department.  His address was care of the Salvation Army, 28 Stanley Street, Brisbane and declared the circumstances ‘Discharge was lost when residing at the Lismore Hotel, Sydney in 1925, I left the discharge in the room of the hotel’.

A Statement of Service was issued to him by Base Records on 19 October, 1931.

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which was forwarded on 30 January, 1933.

Harry Twine (aka Sullivan) died suddenly on 9 August, 1933 aged 37 years at Allora, Queensland.  Burial took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Allora Cemetery in row 16.  
A small report on the circumstances of his demise was published in the:


His widow Edith Matilda Twine (also known as Sullivan) remarried on 5 January, 1937 to Charles Sydney Russell.  She died in Queensland on 15 April, 1961 aged 63 years.
GEORGE JOHNSTON TWINE (friend/brother)
After his return from service with the munition’s factory in England his brother George Johnston Twine was employed by the Queensland Cement and Lime Company as a chemist and later appointed works manager.  He held that position to 1927 becoming general manager and then a director of the company.  He was a member of the Brisbane Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce and a vice-president of the Chamber of Manufacturers.  He was also a member of the Australian Chemical Institute and the Barrier Reef Committee.
He died after a brief illness in November, 1936 in Lewisham Hospital, Sydney while undergoing medical treatment leaving a widow and three sons.
A service was held at St Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane and the forty-five-year-old was interred in Toowong Cemetery Brisbane.
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Menin Gate Memorial Walls, Belgium
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Brisbane Courier Monday December 1, 1919:


BENALLA CONTINGENT WELCOMED


The Queenslanders who travelled from the United Kingdom on the transport Benalla returned to Brisbane by special train from Sydney last night.  The little contingent comprised of 3 officers, one sister, 41 other ranks, 40 wives, 13 children, 8 Imperial details and 9 dependants.  At the Central Station the women and children were met by the officials of the Repatriation Department and were subsequently entertained at the Y.M.C.A., while the troops were conveyed in the cars of the Transport Corps to the Kangaroo Point Hospital.  During the course of a dainty supper served by the ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen the men were welcomed by the Mayor of Brisbane, State Commandant Brigadier-General Irving.					Article abridged





Warwick Daily News Thursday August 10, 1933:


SUDDEN DEATH – MAN COLLAPSES AT ALLORA


A few minutes before noon yesterday, a man, afterwards identified as Henry Twine (37), of no permanent address, collapsed and died on a footpath in Allora.


Twine had arrived from Clifton earlier in the morning with a companion John Ellingham, who gave his address as 200 Grey-street, South Brisbane.  They were engaged in cleaning out water tanks, their plant and belongings being in a spring cart.  While Ellingham was cleaning a tank in the main street Twine solicited further orders.  He had visited a house and was leaving by the side entrance when he was seen to stagger and fall.  The body was shortly afterwards removed to the police station and will be buried in the Allora cemetery to-day.  The death certificate revealed heart failure as the cause of death.  Ellingham stated that Twine was subject to seizures.  Inquiries instituted by the police located on brother, Mr G.J. Twine, general manager of the Queensland Cement and Lime Company Limited, Brisbane.  Another brother, Dudley, also is believed to reside in the metropolis.  When the body was searched the clothing was found to contain £2/14/6 in notes and silver.  It is understood that deceased was married.





Headstone in Allora Cemetery, Qld
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In Loving Memory


of


HARRY TWINE


Died 9th August, 1933


Aged 37 years








