STEPHENS BROTHERS

SAPPER OLIVER CEDRIC STEPHENS

7221 – 1st Tunnelling Company

At the tip of Cape York Peninsula in the Thursday Island Recruiting Office an enlistee applied to join the A.I.F.  His name was Oliver Cedric Stephens, the son of Charles James and Millicent (Amelia) (nee Priddle) Stephens.  Table Top, Croydon, North Queensland was his birthplace on October 16, 1892.

The Application dated January 3, 1917 states the single 24-year-old miner was 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall with a chest expansion to 94cms (37ins).  His postal address was given as Post Office, Normanton, Qld.  He passed the preliminary medical examination and was accepted by the recruiting officer shortly after.

He travelled to Townsville, Qld where Attestation forms were completed on January 8, 1917 and was sworn in.  Form information affirmed his age but noted his height one inch shorter and his chest measured 94-100cms (37-39ins).  Single was his status with fair complexion, light grey eyes and brown hair.  He weighed 72.7kgs (160lbs) and his vision was good.  Church of England was nominated as his religion and his father Charles James Stephens of Normanton, Qld and later of Sydney Street, New Farm, Brisbane, Qld as his next-of-kin.
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He joined other volunteers and their departure that evening was reported in the Townsville Daily Bulletin on Tuesday January 9, 1917:
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At the 11 Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld on January 12, 1917 basic training commenced.  When completed he was transferred to the Miners’ camp 1st Military district on February 18 until March 11, 1917 before going for further instruction at Seymour, Victoria, Home Leave was taken.  Instruction concluded on May 20, 1917.  A transfer to the Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies followed and assigned the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 7221.  His Will was noted to be held with his brother Reginald Havelock Stephens, General Hospital, Brisbane, Qld.

The troopship with 167 members of the Reinforcements embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship reached the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions was endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic.  

On September 27, 1917 while at sea the following offence was dealt with:

   
Offence:
Neglecting to obey ships standing orders in that he smoked on an unauthorised place.

   
Award:

Forfeits 3 days pay.  Ordered by 2/Lt Valentine.

The ship docked in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage and the troops were detrained to Tidworth, England and marched into No 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse the following day.

He proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on November 22, 1917 and marched in to the Aust. General Base Depot at Rouelles and was detailed to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot before transferring to the 1st Tunnelling Company a few days later.

Was taken to the 100 Field Ambulance on April 15, 1918 suffering from an accidental injury to his head then sent to the 5 Canadian Field Ambulance and rejoined his unit on April 20 and returned to duty on April 27, 1918.

A month later on May 17, 1918 was taken from the field sick to 3 Canadian Field Ambulance suffering from pleurisy and admitted a week later to the 19 Casualty Clearing Station suffering from P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) of Unknown Origin).  After four days he was transported on A.T. 32 to Etaples and admitted to the 24th General Hospital suffering from Pleurisy Effusion (accumulation of fluid in the pleura, the membranes surrounding the lungs.)  

On June 2, 1918 he was evacuated to England for admittance to the Reading War Hospital at Reading and treated for Pleurisy.  His next-of-kin was notified of his hospitalisation on June 24.  By July 1st he was sent to recuperate for several days at Dartford in the 3 Auxiliary Hospital then granted furlough from July 5 and report to No 4 Command Depot on July 19 at Hurdcott.

From Headquarters he returned to Hurdcott but a month later reported sick at the No 1 Group Hospital on August 18, 1918 for two days treatment.  He went Absent without Leave for a few days from August 27 to 30th.

On October 14, 1918 was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge-Deverill where four days later he was punished for the following:


Offence:
Sandhill 18/10/1918




aa40 attempt to evade 08.30 parade on 18/10/1918


Award:

96 hours detention by Mjr O. Furhman


Forfeit:

4 days pay.

Proceeded to France again via Southampton on October 27 and marched in the following day to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles and marched out to rejoin his unit the day before the Armistice arriving on the day Peace was declared.  His unit remained to carry out important restoration work and re-establish roads or bridges in their appointed district.

On February 6, 1919 he reported sick to the 3 Field Ambulance admitted with Pleurisy and transferred to the 70 C.C.S. the following day but a day later was reported dangerously ill with pneumonia.  By February 20 was able to be transported on A.T.9 to the 54 General Hospital and admitted with pneumonia.   Advice that he was seriously ill in hospital was sent to his next-of-kin the same day and two days later further information was sent of his improving condition.    

Was evacuated in a seriously ill condition to England on February 23 to the 1st Eastern General Hospital at Cambridge and then to convalesce at the 3 Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on March 7, 1919.  A discharge to furlough followed on March 12 with orders to report to the No 2 Command Depot on March 26, 1919.  Information was sent he was now convalescing on April 2, 1919. 

Sapper marched in from Headquarters as requested and proceeded to No 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny, remaining until ordered to go to No 1 Group at Longbridge on May 6, 1919 to prepare for his return home. 

The H.T. Aeneas embarked from England on May 31, 1919 and arrived in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on July 12, 1919.  His next-of-kin was advised on June 26, of his return to Australia.   He was discharged in the 1st Military District (Qld) on August 13, 1919.  

For active service abroad Sapper 7721 Oliver Cedric Stephens of 1st Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (31033) and the Victory Medal (29356).
Oliver Cedric Stephens married Vera Evelyn Porter on 6 June 1922 in Queensland.  
In the Queensland Electoral Rolls of 1925 and 1930 he is registered as living at Kynuna (between Cloncurry and Winton) and his occupation was a blacksmith. The 1925 Electoral Roll records Vera Evelyn Stephens living at Bushman’s Arms Hotel, Kynuna, performing home duties.
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Between 1930 and 1949 the Electoral Rolls record Vera Evelyn Stephens living at Mrs Steward’s, Julia Creek performing home duties.
Oliver may have spent time at Tennant Creek, N.T. working as an Engine Driver as there is a listing in the electorate of Bachelor around 1937.

On May 31, 1937 he made a Statutory Declaration that he had lost his Discharge when flood waters swept away his camp at Soldiers Cap in December, 1936 and the R.S.S.I.L.A (Brisbane Branch) on June 3, 1937 applied on his behalf for a copy of this.  His address was Post Office, Cloncurry, Qld.
Two Statements of Service were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission on October 21, 1941 and March 15, 1948.

His last known address was Post Office, Julia Creek, Qld.  

Oliver Cedric Stephens died in Brisbane on June 17, 1949 aged 55 years.  Funeral arrangements were published in the:



In 1958 Vera is living at 30 Lister Street, Monto (Eidsvold), Queensland performing home duties.  She died on 15 February 1966 and is buried in Belgian Gardens Cemetery, Townsville, Queensland,
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SAPPER STUART ALEXANDER STEPHENS
3368 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Tabletop, Normanton, Queensland was the birthplace of Stuart Alexander “Steve” Stephens on 16 November, 1894 the son of Charles James and Amelia (nee Priddle) Stephens.  In 1915 he was a station hand at Golden Gate, Croydon.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld on 21 February, 1916 the twenty-one-year-old single station hand applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 54.5kgs (120lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and had a dark complexion and dark hair and his grey eyes tested with fair eyesight.  Distinctive marks were a scar on the right leg and right arm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Amelia Stephens of Normanton, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training had commenced from 18 February, 1916 at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane to 15 March then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company at the Miner’s Depot (1st Military District) and left to join their company who were training at Rosebery Park, Sydney arriving on 19 April, 1916.

The remainder of recruits forming part of the No. 4 Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3368 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops before departure which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.).  1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.).  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 30 September Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working on the dugouts at Hill 63 at Bailleul.

He went sick on 6 February, 1917 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and re-joined his unit on 12 February.  On 16 April, 1917 was admitted with mumps to the 71st Field Ambulance then transferred to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer until discharged to Base Details on 4 May, 1917 and back to his unit.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 5 December, 1917 London Headquarters of the A.I.F. wrote to Base Records in Melbourne stating that Sapper Alexander Stephens, who was at present serving in France, had been awarded a Testimonial on Vellum by the Royal Humane Society and requested that it be sent to the following address of his father: C.J. Stephens, 7 Costin Street, Valley, Brisbane, Qld.   
They desired please, that notification be sent to headquarters on receipt of Mr C.J. Stephens’ acknowledgment so that Sapper Stephens may be informed of the safe delivery of the Testimonial in accordance with his desire.

On 5 March, 1918 Base Records wrote to Mr C.J. Stephens stating that a communication had been received from A.I.F. Headquarters, London advising that a Testimonial on Vellum awarded to his son by the Royal Humane Society and requested by him to be sent to his father under registered cover.  
Up to date, this document had not been received and the writer would be obliged if he would advise if the same by any chance has been forwarded direct to him.

Mr Stephens replied from Constance Street, Valley, Brisbane on 10 March, 1918 that probably due to some oversight it had been forwarded to him from Headquarters direct and he had been in possession of it for some time.

Base Records replied back to Headquarters in London on 22 March, 1918 acknowledging receipt of their communication covering the despatch of Sapper Stephen’s Testimonial on Vellum and advised that the soldier’s father had acknowledged receipt, but desired to invite their attention to the fact that the Vellum document was not transmitted from their office but apparently direct to the soldier’s father.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 20 March, 1918 and was detained in England and re-joined on 10 April.

Influenza struck on 30 June, 1918 sending him to the 3rd Canadian Stationary Hospital then conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 1st Aust General Hospital at Rouen on July 2 until transferred to the 2nd Convalescent Depot on 14 July.  On 25 July was moved to the 11th Convalescent Depot at Buchy then returned to the Base Depot until marching out to re-join his unit on 9 September, 1918.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps left by the enemy.
On 14 December, 1918 went sick to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station then by Ambulance Train no.9 to the 7th General Hospital entering on December 20 and moved to the 39th General Hospital at Havre.  On 15 January, 1919 was conveyed by hospital ship to England and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.  After 63 days of curative care went to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny arriving on 15 February, 1919.
Sapper Stephens embarked as an invalid for Australia on 31 March, 1919 from Liverpool, England on board H.T. Khyber.  Base Records advised his mother on 26 April that he was returning home.  The synopsis of the voyage stated:

Khyber draft of 1679, consisting of 214 West Australians, 139 South Australians, 449 Victorians, 73 Tasmanians, 543 New South Welshmen, and 261 Queenslanders, left Sutton Veny, England on 30th March, 1919, arriving at Liverpool the following day.  Khyber sailed from Liverpool at 8 a.m. on 1st April, and reached Port Said at 11 a.m. on 10th April.  Left Port Said on afternoon of 11th April, passing through Suez Canal the same night.  Arrived at Colombo on the morning of 22nd April, and departed at 6 p.m. the following day.  Sighted Fremantle at 10 a.m. on 3rd May, and left for Adelaide at 4 p.m. on 4th May, arriving at the latter port at 8 a.m. on 9th May.  Departed from Adelaide at 7 p.m. on 10th May, and entered Port Phillip Heads on morning of 12th May.  Left the same morning for Sydney, arriving there on 14th May 1919.

Melbourne, Victoria welcomed its troops as reported in the:

The soldiers for Sydney disembarked and the remainder sailed for Brisbane (1st Military District) with their arrival on May 18 at the Quarantine Station covered by the:


Disembarkation Medical Board was at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point.
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 5 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (21554) and the Victory Medal (20973) were issued to Sapper 3368 Stuart Alexander Stephens, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

From 1922 he was listed working as a labourer residing at the Royal Hotel in Longreach, Qld.

He married on 30 December, 1926 to Catherine “Kit” Ellen Donnelly, who was born in Longreach and they were living at Crane Street, Longreach a year later.
He wrote a letter to the Editor which was published in the:

In 1930 they are listed at Cavan Station, Yass, New South Wales working as a labourer where they remained up to 1936 and the following year were at Walker Street, with the occupation of station hand.

A Special Lease was granted in 1938 and advertised in the:


The appointment of a Justice of the Peace was also made known in the:

On 5 November, 1941 Steve Stephens wrote to Base Records from 11 Pollux Street, Yass asking for a duplicate Discharge Certificate as he had the misfortune to have his burned when he returned from the other side.  It was only lately that he learned that Base Records would issue a duplicate or Certificate of Identification.  He gave all his military particulars to identify himself.  Records sent him a circular on procedure and a Statutory Declaration to complete.   
He declared on 20 November, 1941 that the circumstances in which the loss occurred were: In February, 1920 I left by belongings in a hotel at Barcaldine while working at the Darr River Downs woolshed, and while as employed, the hotel was burned down together with my belongings including my discharge.
Base Records forwarded a Statement of his Service dated 14 November, 1941.

He became a trustee of the Yass Recreation Ground and Racecourse with the news published in the: 

A change of residence to 11 Pollux Street, Yass was listed in the Electoral Roll in 1943.
He resigned his position which was accepted and announced in the:

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which was duly forwarded on 27 August, 1956.  In 1958 they were living at 6 Adele Street, Yass with the same occupation given up to 1972.

Stuart Alexander (Steve) Stephens died in Canberra, ACT on 29 May, 1972 aged 77 years.  Announcement was placed in the:

Cremation took place at Norwood Park Crematorium, Canberra, ACT on May 31, 1972 and appears that the ashes were placed at the cemetery as he has a grave plaque in the Yass General Cemetery which reads:

Stuart Alexander “Steve” Stephens
16/11/1894 – 29/6/1972

Husband of Catherine Ellen

Aged 77 years

Matters pertaining to his Estate were placed in the:

Mrs Catherine Stephens also died in Canberra, ACT in 1989 aged 86 years with burial in the Yass General Cemetery.
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Townsville Daily Bulletin Tuesday January 9, 1917:


NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


Eighteen volunteers left by the Bingera on Monday night for Brisbane to join Enoggera camp, their names and districts being as under:


Townsville—Edward James Dallow, Charles Lawrence Doran, David James Ford, Michael Hoolihan, Patrick McKenna, Maurice John Ridley, Martin Joseph Ryan, Charles Benjamin Thompson.


Ingham—William James Baker, Frederick Reginald Clegg, Charles William Thomas Fewell, Barney Foley, Bernard Augustine Griffith, Martin Hennessey, Michael Hoolihan, James Joseph Lee, Patrick McMahon.


Thursday Island—Oliver Cedric Stephens.





Sapper O.C. Stephens


The Queenslander Pictorial supplement 10 November, 1917





The Evening News, Rockhampton, Friday 25 January 1929:





FIRST DANCE WITH ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE.


QUARREL LEADS TO MURDER CHARGE.


CHRISTMAS TRAGEDY.


 HUGHENDEN, Thursday.


Further particulars of the murder at Kynuna, on Christmas Day, were revealed in court when Oliver Cedric Stephens, on remand, was charged with the wilful murder of James Frederick Massey.


 It appears that the deceased had a habit of visiting Stephens's home and was on friendly terms with Stephens until Christmas Eve, when Massey had the first dance with Stephens's wife.  Accused remonstrated with Massey, saying he was very particular about having the first and last dance with his wife.


Next day the matter was again referred to and Stephens told Massey, to stay away from his home or he would draw a bead on him and that he had been the means of defendant losing his Christmas dinner.  Mrs. Stephens was present and smacked her husband over the face, remarking: “Massey is a man; that's more than you are.”


Stephens went home and returned with a single-barrel shot gun.  He told Massey to put up his hands. Massey put his hands on his hips.  Stephens fired about nine feet away, and hit the deceased in the stomach.  Blood flowed from the wounds as the deceased crawled into the hotel kitchen and then to a storeroom adjoining.


 Meantime Constable Bauer, who was having dinner at the hotel, came in, rushed the accused, and took the gun from him.


Accused said: “I will go quietly.  I have done what I wanted to do. I have shot Massey.”


Deceased's dying depositions were taken and he was removed to the hospital, where an operation was performed, by Drs. Mills and Welsh, the latter flying by aeroplane from Cloncurry, but death ensued.  The deceased was 20 years of age.  His father resides in Brisbane.


 The accused, who reserved his defence, was committed for trial at Winton on March 12.





Truth, Brisbane Sunday 27 January 1929:





‘TOO RIGHT, I DID’ - Christmas Day Tragedy


ETERNAL TRIANGLE - Shooting Follows Trouble at Dance


A QUARREL BETWEEN husband and wife, in which the woman smacked her husband's face and said, "Massey is a man and you are not" preceded a grim tragedy at Kynuna township on Christmas Day.


 NOTHER FATAL ETERNAL triangle was revealed when Oliver Cedric Stephens was charged with murder at the Kynuna Police Court during the week.


EVIDENCE SHOWED that Frederick Massey, 20 years old victim of a shot gun's charge, had been warned to keep away from Stephens' house, to which he had once been welcome.  His dying depositions disclosed that in the past he had been a frequent visitor and that Mrs. Stephens did his washing.


The two Justices’ of the Peace, Mrs E. P. Campbell and R. R. Macpherson, who occupied the bench, were told by witnesses of a dance at which Massey had the first dance with Mrs Stephens and of the woman's husbands objection.


The first witness for the Crown was Police Constable Edward Bauer, who was having his Christmas dinner at the Commercial Hotel just before one o'clock on the day that symbolises peace and goodwill, when he heard the report of a shot gun and stepping hurriedly from the table to the door, saw people running about Grants Bushman's Arms Hotel 90 yards away.  He noticed Oliver Stephens walking in the direction of the horse yard and he caught up to him and rushed him, grabbing the gun which he took from him.  According to the police evidence the following then took place –


“I will go with you quietly,” said Stephens.  “I have done what I wanted to do.  I have shot Massey.  He is inside there somewhere,” at the same time pointing towards the kitchen.


Cont.





Continued.


By this time Constable Moriarty came on the scene, and in answer to a question from him as to whether he had killed Massey, Stephens said, “I hope so.  He broke up my home.  It was justifiable shooting.”  Moriarty then asked him if he intended to kill Massey and Stephens exclaimed, “Too right I did!  He deserved it all.  He broke up my home.”


It is alleged that in the store room of the hotel, the police found Massey lying on the floor on his back, and when questioned by police in the presence of Stephens as to who shot him, he replied, “That thing there,” pointing to Stephens.  Constable Moriarty said he took off Massey's shirt and saw several punctured wounds on the right side from which blood was oozing.  Moriarty asked him how he felt, and he replied; “I am getting weak on it.”  He further said he had cold beads of perspiration coming from his body, and by his general appearance seemed to be dying, so Moriarty took his dying depositions before Mr. Adam Black, Justice of the peace, which were given in court as follows, —


“My name is James Frederick Massey.  Mother is dead but father resides in Brisbane.  I have six brothers but do not know their addresses.  I was standing near Grant's Hotel when Olly Stephens said, ‘I will draw a bead on you’  Stephens went towards his home and returned with a single barrel shot gun and said, ‘Throw up your hands!’  I put my hands on my hips and Stephens fired point blank from about three yards away.  I felt sharp pain in my right side and I heard Stephens say, ‘Did I kill him?  I hope I did!’  I have given him no provocation.  I have known him about three months, during which time I have been friendly with him until Christmas Eve night, when he came to me at a dance and said, ‘I am very particular about having the first and last dance with my wife.’  I had the first dance with Mrs. Stephens and that was Stephens' reason for speaking to me.  We had an argument and Stephens asked me to stay away from his house.


Previous to this I was in the habit of visiting his house and staying there until lunch.  Sometimes after lunch I would go back there again.  I was visiting the place while Stephens was present.  Mrs Stephens has done my washing, and I paid her for every parcel.  After I was shot I staggered into Grant's kitchen, then dragged myself into the storeroom.  Stephens said to me previously, ‘If ever you come over to my place again I will shoot you. You have been the means of preventing my wife from cooking my Christmas dinner.’”


When Massey's depositions were read over in the presence of Stephens the latter replied, “The depositions are correct.”  Moriarty arrested him and next day when he showed him Massey's dead body at the hospital he is alleged to have said, “I am sorry that it happened”.


John Lees, a stockman, said he knew Stephens and Massey.  At midday he with several others was sitting on the hotel veranda when Massey and Stephens were present, Mrs Stephens was there and Stephens spoke to her, remarking something about Massey.  Lees said he did not hear what Mrs. Stephens said, but Stephens told Massey that if he came to his place again he would shoot him.  Whereupon Mrs. Stephens smacked her husband's face, saying, “Massey is a man and you're not”.  Stephens went away and returned shortly afterwards with a shot gun in his hand and shot Massey.


John M. Grant, who was present, gave corroborative evidence.  He explained that Massey was leaning against a post when defendant returned and said “Put up your hands, Massey!”  The latter put his hands on his hips and Stephens fired, without putting the gun to his shoulder.  Witness saw blood falling from his side as he tried to grasp the veranda post, but staggered and fell moaning very much.  He saw a man named Flannigan try to take the gun from Stephens.


Mary Margaret Mills, duly qualified medical practitioner, in charge of Kynuna Hospital, told the court that Massey told her he was only 20 years of age.  She gave an anaesthetic while Dr. Welsh, flying doctor from Cloncurry, operated and found severe internal haemorrhage.  Massey came out of the operation, but died two and a half hours later.  His liver and kidneys were punctured.  Dr Welsh had removed some gun shot from the abdomen.


Stephens, when charged with murder reserved his defence and was committed to stand his trial at Winton on March 12 at the Circuit Court.





The Telegraph, Brisbane – Wednesday 13 March 1929:





NOT GUILTY. MURDER TRIAL AT WINTON


 ROCKHAMPTON, March 13.


At the Circuit Court at Winton yesterday before Mr. Justice Douglas, Oliver Cedric Stephens was charged that on December 25 he wilfully murdered James Frederick Massey, at Kynuna.  The accused pleaded not guilty.


No evidence was called for the defence, but his Honour allowed the accused to read a statement from the dock.


The Jury, after a retirement of an hour and a half, brought in a verdict of not guilty and Stephens was discharged. Great interest was centred in the case, the courthouse and precincts being crowded.





Courier-Mail Tuesday June 21, 1949:


FUNERAL NOTICES


STEPHENS. —The Relatives and Friends on the late Oliver Cedric Stephens, formerly of Longreach (late 1st A.I.F.) are invited to attend his Funeral, to leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 Adelaide Street, City, This (Tuesday) Morning after service commencing at 10.45 o’clock for the Crematorium, Mt Thompson.


CANNON and CRIPPS LTD





Photo of plaque sourced from Mt Thompson Crematorium website





Cremation took place in Mt Thompson Crematorium, Brisbane.





A plaque commemorating his service appears in the Brisbane Garden of Remembrance on No. 5 Columbarium Wall, Section 19, 6/Niche 1307.





His British War Medal was found on a vacant block in Winton and passed to his niece who donated it to the Folk Museum at the Waltzing Matilda Centre, Winton, where it is on display labelled under the name 7221 O.C. Stevens 1st Tunnelling Company.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





The Argus Thursday May 22, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – MEN FROM S.S. KHYBER WELCOMED


After having spent eleven days in quarantine at Port Napier, the 467 Victorian troops who returned on the S.S. Khyber disembarked at Port Melbourne yesterday.  


The men who received a warm welcome from members of the public appeared to be in good health and spoke highly of their treatment on the way to Australia.					Article abridged





The Brisbane Courier Monday May 19, 1919:


LYTTON QUARANTINE STATION – SMALLPOX ON KHYBER


The Khyber which entered the Bay yesterday is in quarantine for small pox.  Dr Paul had not received the ship’s papers last night and could not give any particulars of the cases.





Longreach Leader Friday July 15, 1927:


CORRESPONDENCE – WESTERN DISTRICT A.W.C. ORGANISATION


The Editor,


	“Longreach Leader,”


Dear Sir,


 Would you kindly grant me just a little of your valuable space to reply to Mr F. Moore’s letter, which appears in to-day’s issue of the “Leader.”  I do not wish to discuss the merits or demerits of Mr Wholey’s case, but would like to correct Mr Moore in his statement about my having turned down the position of temporary Organiser because there were no nominations called.


My reason for refusing the position was the same as I would offer about any job under the same circumstances.  When certain members of the A.W.C. found out that I had been recommended for the position, it did not seem to meet with their views and they endeavoured by all means in their power to prevent the appointment (and, by the way, they were unsuccessful).  As soon as I learned there was going to be an argument about it, I refused to take up office, not because I thought there was anything wrong with the appointment, but if I were offered a job swinging a pick and shovel & there were others who considered it worth while to argue the point over it.  I would do what I did in the present case.


As these are the real facts of my refusing the job, Mr Moore will perhaps oblige me by making sure of his facts before rushing into print if he intends bringing my name into it.  Again apologising for encroaching on so much of your valuable space.


								I remain,


								Yours etc.,


	S.A. (“STEVE”) STEPHENS.


	Crane Street,


	Longreach,


	July 8th, 1927. 





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales January, 1938:


NOTIFICATION OF GRANTING OF SPECIAL LEASE – SYDNEY 14 January, 1938:


Stephens, Stuart Alexander of Shaw Street, Yass.


Special Lease 1937-36 Special Lease 1937-36 Yass


The lease should be subject to Subsection 1, 2 4 to 22 & 23 of Regulation Act 106 (Notified 27 November, 1931)    												Article abridged





Yass Tribune-Courier Thursday September 25, 1941:


NEW JUSTICES


 A lengthy list published in the current issue of the Government Gazette included the names of the following local residents who have been appointed Justices of the Peace: Stuart Alexander Stephens, Yass															Article abridged 





Yass Tribune-Courier Thursday April 30, 1942:


LOCAL AND GENERAL – RACECOURSE TRUSTEES


Messrs Stuart Alexander Stephens and Oliver Edward Garrety have been gazetted as Trustees of Marchment Public Recreation Ground and Racecourse, in the place of Messrs C.E.H. Massy and P.M. Bourke, retired.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday February 19, 1954:


RESIGNATION – DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND INDUSTRY AND SOCIAL WELFARE


His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has approved of the acceptance of the resignation of Mr Stuart Alexander Stephens, Inspector, Rural Workers Accommodation Act, 1926-1951, Department of Labour and Industry and Social Welfare, last day of serving being 27th January, 1954 (quarter-day).							A. LANDA,


							Minister for Labour and Industry and Social Welfare





Canberra Times Tuesday May 30, 1972:


FUNERAL NOTICES 


Stephens. —The funeral of the late Mr Stuart Alexander Stephens of 6 Adele Street, Yass, will take place on Wednesday, May 31.  The cortege is appointed to leave St Clements Church of England, Yass, after a service commencing at 2.30 pm for the Norwood Park Crematorium.


CANBERRA FUNERAL DIRECTORS A.F.D.A.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday June 15, 1973:


In the matter of the estates of the undermentioned deceased persons and pursuant to the Wills, Probate and Administration Act 1898-1954 etc:


Stuart Alexander Stephens, late of Yass, N.S.W., retired labourer, died 29th May, 1972; an election to administer, with the will dated 6th October, 1949, appointing the Public Trustee sole executor therein, was filed on 24th May, 1973.








