SERGEANT FREDERICK SPRATT

3673 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Frederick James Spratt was born on 12 September 1873 at Hill End, New South Wales, NSW, the son of James Spratt and Mary Jane (nee Sedgwick).

Frederick married Eliza Jane Hartland at Orange on 17 April 1893.  Eliza was born in 1872 at Orange, the daughter of William Thomas Hartland and Anne nee (Dallas).

Children of the marriage were:

Arthur William
born 26th September 1893 at Orange 
died 1980

Edna Annie

born 23rd June 1897 at East Orange

died 1977

Noel Albert

born 11th February 1901 at Orange

died 1982

Bessie Eva

born 4th December 1903 at Orange

died 1980

May Martha

born 15th February 1908 at Orange

died 1952

Ilma Lydia

born 22nd May 1911 at Cobar

died 1997

Lillian Bryer

born 1915/16 Parramatta


died 2002
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Fred Spratt is mentioned several times in newspapers of the early 1900s in relation to his mining activities including:

At a medical examination at the Town Hall Recruiting Depot on 4 November 1915 it was recorded that Fred was 44 years and 1 month of age.  He was 5ft 7½ins tall and weighed 159 lbs, with a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  He recorded his faith as Congregational.  He was considered to be ‘fit for active service’.

Fred signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Holdsworthy, NSW, on 6 November 1915.  He recorded his trade as Engineer and previous military experience as 10 years with the 3rd A.I.R. and 4 months with G.C.C.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his Wife Eliza Jane Spratt of Litchfield Bridge Wentworthville, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.   

Until 18 November 1915, Fred was with  ‘C’ Company, 10th Battalion at Holdsworthy, NSW with the rank of Acting Sergeant.  He was transferred as Acting Sergeant to ‘B’ Company, 18th Battalion at Casula, NSW on 18 November and remained with them until 29 February 1916.
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Fred was transferred to the 4th Tunnelling Company, Australian Mining Corps on 1 March 1916, retaining his rank.  He was official appointed to the 4th Tunnelling Company on 12 May at Rosebery Park, Sydney, and on 16 May his rank was confirmed as Sergeant.  
Fred embarked at Sydney for the Western Front on board Warilda.  Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 
The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 
1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

Fred proceeded overseas to France on 29 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot.  He was attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC) on 25 September 1916.

On 20 November he reported sick and was transferred by Ambulance Train 18 to the 13th Stationary Hospital where he was admitted suffering Phthisis.  On 30 November he was transferred to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with tuberculosis.

Fred was evacuated to England from Boulogne on 1 December 1916 on board Hospital Ship Jan Breydel and was admitted to the 1st Auxiliary Military Hospital at Eastbourne the same day.  

On 12 December a telegram was sent to his Next-of-Kin, Eliza, advising that Fred had been admitted to the Eastbourne Military Hospital ‘sick severe’.

His B.103 records that he was again admitted to 1st Auxiliary Military Hospital, Eastbourne on 28 December 1916, so it is possible he was granted furlough while undergoing treatment.  

On 30 December Eliza was notified that Fred was ‘progressing favourably’.

On 10 January 1917 at the 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield, a medical report was prepared in which it was recorded that some of Freds’ family had died of chest complaint and that he had had to give up mining because of chest trouble nine years ago.  In France he had a cough and spat up blood.  He recorded he had a haemorrhage nine years earlier.  He had no trace of trouble for eight years before enlisting and had had a cough for the past six months.  There was T.B. in his sputum and he had lost 2 stone in weight.

The board considered that his illness was due to active service caused by climate and exposure and that Fred was permanently unfit for general service and unfit for home service.

Fred embarked at Avonmouth on 22 February 1917 on board No.1 Australian Hospital Ship Karoola for return to Australia.  On 7 March Eliza was notified that Freds’ returning ship was due in Sydney on 9 April 1917.

Fred disembarked at Sydney on 12 April and was admitted to No.4 Australian General Hospital.  He refused treatment and it was noted that his condition had improved.  He was discharged from hospital on 16 April and a final medical board on 30 April confirmed he was to be discharged from the A.I.F.

He was discharged from the A.I.F. (medically unfit) in Sydney on 15 May 1917, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

On 31 January 1918 pensions granted to Freds’ family from 16 May 1917 were amended:

Fred from £3-9-0 to £2-6-0 per fortnight;

Eliza from £1-14-6 to 23/- per fortnight.

Bessie from £1 to 13/3 per fortnight;

May Martha from 15/- to 10/- per fortnight;

Ilma Lydia from 10/- to 6/6 per fortnight;

Lillian Bryer from 10/- to 6/6 per fortnight.

From February 1918 through to August 1920 there was discussion between Fred and Base Records as to whether he had held Company Sergeant Major rank at any time whilst a member of the A.I.F.  

Fred claimed that on the first day at sea (22nd) he had been promoted to Acting Company Sergeant Major (A/CSM) in place of Warrant Officer 1st Class George Lyne who had been made Ships and Battalion Sergeant Major.  Fred stated he had continued in the duty of CSM through training at Perham downs and until he reached Etaples in France.  Fred further claimed he had never been paid for the position and requested certificates so that he could draw the pay.  Base Records could find no evidence to support Freds’ claim. 

George Lyne was a 20-year veteran of the East Surrey Regiment and the Regimental Sergeant Major of the Mining Corps.  He would have been a natural selection for Ships RSM during the voyage.  With Freds’ 10-year military experience and his Sergeant rank it would have been quite normal for him to temporarily perform the RSM duties.  It was tradition that the RSM wore a Sam Browne belt, normally only worn by officers.  
The photo of Fred wearing a Sam Browne lends some weight to his claim of having been the Acting Company Sergeant Major. 

The 1930 Electoral Roll records Fred and Eliza living at Farm 1838, Lake Wyangan, Griffith daughter May and son Arthur and his wife Eleanor also living at the farm

The 1936/1937 Electoral Roll records Fred and Eliza and May still at Farm 1838, Lake Wyangan, Griffith.  Son Noel, an Engineer, and his wife Phyllis are living at Farm 868, Griffith.

Eliza Jane Spratt died on 25 September 1938 at Griffith, NSW.

In 1943 Frederick and Noel are recorded still on their respective farms.

Frederick James Spratt, farmer and refrigeration engineer, died on 20 March 1945, age 72, at Griffith NSW. 


His funeral was held at the Church of England, Griffith.  He is buried at Griffith Cemetery, Church of England No.1, Row F, No. 36.
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with the assistance of Lindsay Spratt and Gaye Lockhart, great granddaughter of Frederick Spratt.

Much of the initial family research courtesy of Helen Wood.  Helen is working on an Anzac Centenary publication of WW1 service personnel from Hill End & Tambaroora, NSW, and can be contacted through the ‘Contact Us’ link on this website.

See also book  “Griffith & District Pioneers Series 2” re Frederick Spratt.
Leader (Orange, NSW) – Saturday 20 January 1912:


MR. F. SPRATT.


Mr. Fred Spratt, well known in mining circles, and formerly manager of the Queen of Ranges gold mine, near Orange, has been appointed manager of a gold mine at Harden, and leaves for his new sphere of duty to-day.











The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Tuesday 3 March 1908:





MINING IN THE STATE.


ORANGE, Monday.


Mr. F. Spratt, reports having crushed at his battery, at Mullion Creek, 31 tons stone for 51oz 6dwts of smelted gold.  The ore was raised from his mine Queen of the Ranges, at Palmer's Bulga.














The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Friday 26 March 1909:





MINING IN THE STATE.


ORANGE, Thursday.


Fifteen tons of stone from Mr. F. Spratt’s Queen of the Ranges mine, Palmer's Bulga, near Ophir, crushed at his battery at Mullion Creek, returned 22oz of smelted gold.


 Article Abridged














The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta, NSW) – Saturday 19 February 1916:


FAREWELL TO SOLDIERS.


The School of Arts was packed to suffocation on Saturday evening last when the farewell committee entertained six recruits from the district who are leaving for the front.  Mr. W. T. Plumb (president) was in the chair, and a very enjoyable evening was enlivened by numerous vocal and instrumental items.  Refreshments were partaken of, and presentations made as follows: — To each soldier the committee presented a wristlet silver watch, suitably inscribed, and from the knitting club two pairs socks and a muffler, and from a party of little girls a khaki handkerchief.  The watches were placed on the wrists of the recipients by six little tots, which resulted in a most touching incident.  One of the sergeants was so overcome he picked up the little girl and kissed her repeatedly.  The following are the names of the guests: Sergeants F. Spratt, E. S. Taylor, Corporal A. Jowers, Private Brown, Ashmore and Quinn.  Sergeant E. S. Taylor wrote apologising for non-attendance, as he was unable to get off duty.




















Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 


Abridged








Town and Country Journal (Sydney) May 24, 1916:





Acting Corporal Spratt is identified as circled





Sergeant Fred Spratt


Photo courtesy Gaye Lockhart vide Lindsay Spratt.





The photo was taken in Sydney.  The insignia and Sam Browne built tend toward his holding CSM position within the unit.  Fred claimed he was CSM on the voyage over and while in camp in England.  


Gaye remembers the large photo hanging in pride of place at her grandparents home, never taking much notice of it until she got older & interested in family research.





Leader (Orange, NSW) – Friday 22 October 1920:


PUBLIC SCHOOL ROLL OF


HONOR.


It is the desire of the Parents and Citizens' Association to complete the list of names on the Public School Honor Roll, and so far the following ex-pupils have been enrolled, but a number have not yet sent in their names.  Will those whose names are not on kindly furnish them to the secretary at the Parents and Citizens' Association, Mrs. Harry Chandler.


School Board: Sir Neville R. Howse, V.C.


Nurses: Lydia King, Esther King. 


Teachers: Stan Lawson, Alf Hermes, Ernest Stevens, Eddie Sinclair.


Ex-pupils: F.Spratt 


Article Abridged

















Area News (Griffith) 20 March 1945:


OBITUARY


MR. FRED SPRATT


Mr. Fred Spratt, ex secretary of the Griffith sub-branch RSSAILA and Griffith Agricultural Society, passed away at 4.30 o’clock this morning.


The funeral will take place to-morrow at 3 p.m., the cortege leaving the Church of England.











