SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM SMITH

5422 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Thomas William Smith was born in Kilnaslee, Dungannon, Country Tyrone, Ireland about 1888.  He came to Australia and spent six years in the Queensland Police Force before becoming a Miner.  He married on 12 May 1915 to Elizabeth McKay and was employed by the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Ltd.

At Mount Morgan, Qld the twenty-eight year old applied to enlist on January 25, 1916 and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken that day were his height of 183cms (6ft) with a chest measurement of 98cms (39ins) and his eyes showed good vision.  He was married and lived at East Street, Mount Morgan.  When the Medic declared him fit for active service the recruiting officer accepted his application.

The following day in Rockhampton, Qld Attestation Forms were completed revealing further particulars of weight 82.7kgs (182lbs) with a fresh complexion, hazel eyes and curly black hair.  Church of England was his religious denomination and his wife Mrs Elizabeth Smith of East Street, Mount Morgan, Qld was named as next of kin.  Three-fifths of his pay was allotted to support her and their children.  On January 31, 1916 he signed and took ‘The Oath of Allegiance’.

At the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera camp, Brisbane on February 2, 1916 basic training commenced and concluded after two months on April 12, 1916.  For the next month he trained with the 3rd Reinforcements to the Pioneer Battalion until May 10 before being placed with the Reserve Company for six days.  On May 16 he was transferred to the Miners’ Corps A.I.F. (1st M.D.) remaining until sent to the Miners’ camp at Seymour, Vic for further instruction.  He was assigned to the September 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies with the regimental number 5422 in the rank of Sapper.

On September 30, 1916 Sapper Smith was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916.  The Reinforcements marched into No 3 Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

On New Years’ Day 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France on the ship S.S. Arundel from Folkstone, Eng.  On January 15 Sapper Smith was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion and was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on January 27, 1917.

Central Queensland soldiers on the Front were in contact with Mrs H.G. Wheeler working in London co-ordinating the Central Queensland Comfort Fund and each week sent report-letters naming those men she had been in contact with during the week.  These were published in the Rockhampton newspapers to give relatives reliable news of their men abroad.  Her address was care of the Agent-General, Queensland Office, London.  

The following are extracts from her letters home published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin in which she imparts news of Sapper Smith:
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He was wounded in action on September 17, 1917 receiving a gunshot wound to his thigh but remained on duty.  His wife was notified on September 30, 1917 that he had been wounded and staying on duty.

On December 5, 1917 the Roll of Honour Board for employees of the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Ltd was publicly displayed.  The name Smith, T.W. appears on the Honour Board as he was an employee of the Company when he enlisted.

Further news from Mrs Wheeler’s letters reveal:

His service was incident free until June 29, 1918 when he was taken sick to the 3rd Canadian Stationary Hospital suffering from Influenza.  The next day was conveyed on A.T.61 to Rouen and admitted to the 12th General Hospital on July 1.  Two days later he was sent to the 74th General Hospital at Traville then on July 5 went to Havre to the Aust Command Depot.  

Mrs Wheeler sent a snippet of information about him in her letter:


On September 23, 1918 he was transferred to the 2nd General Hospital suffering from a Septic Finger and treated for six days.  On September 29, 1918 he marched out to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles and left to rejoin his Unit on October 8, 1918 arriving two days later.

He was granted leave on November 3, 1918 and when Armistice was declared he was still on leave returning on December 12, 1918.

His Company remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation such as repairing roads or bridges.  On February 12, 1919 his Unit was recalled to the A.G.B.D. to prepare for their return to England.  They departed France on February 24, 1919 and crossed the English Channel and marched into the No 3 Camp at Parkhouse the next day.  While at Parkhouse camp a Kit Inventory was taken and he was issued the following items:



Hair Brush, Singlet and Towel

His breeches and jacket were unserviceable and these were exchanged for new ones.

He appeared before the Final Medical Board Before Embarkation on February 27, 1919 and came away ‘Nil’ Disability and a ‘Fit for General Service’ Finding.  

In Mrs Wheeler’s letter news of Sapper Smith is given around the time he was on leave:


On March 19, 1919 he marched out to Codford then went to the R.B.A.A. at Heytesbury the following day.

In preparation for his return he was issued on April 1, 1919 at R.B.A.A. – one suit Khaki Drill.

His return voyage to Australia began boarding the H.T. Boonah on April 20, 1919.  On May 22, 1919 his wife was advised that her husband was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on June 8, 1919 and he was transhipped on the ship Sardinia to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) and disembarked at Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on June 14, 1919.

At the 6th Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point his Medical Report was issued on June 14, 1919.  It states ‘gunshot wound right thigh – no disability’ signed T.W. Smith.  Demobilisation was recommended by the District Headquarters P.M.O. the following day.

His Military Discharge took place in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on July 22, 1919.

News from Mrs Wheeler with details his impending return to England and published in June 1919 as it took about six weeks or more for letters to reach Australia:
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Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Tuesday July 3, 1917


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler


Sapper T.W. Smith has sent me the following names: W. Martin, J. Dolan, W.J. Warren, A.H. Martin and J.W. McDonough.  We shall send parcels to them this week.





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Thursday October 11, 1917


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter Mrs W.G. Wheeler 


Parcels received in July: Sapper T.W. Smith.





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Saturday February 16, 1918


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler


I was sorry to hear from T.H. Smith who wrote from Fovant, that Viv Marcusson and Jack Walls had been killed instantly by a shell.  They had only been three weeks in France.


Visitors:  Sapper Herbert Shaw, Sapper O’Connor, Sapper E. Force, E.W. Lewis 4539, Sapper W. Martin and A.H. Martin, T.W. Smith, Mt Morgan.





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin April 26, 1918


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler


Visitors:  Dacre Tynan and Tom Smith.  Smith is still at Hampstead.








Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Saturday July 20, 1918


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 10/5/18


T.W. Smith says he is exceptionally well.  He asks me to hold his money for the present.





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Friday February 14, 1919


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler 15/11/18


M.J. Anderson is well.  He has met Tom Smith (Mt M) at the convalescent and says he looks very well.  





Sapper 5422 Thomas William Smith, 1st Tunnelling Company was entitled to wear the British War Medal (22238) and the Victory Medal (21605) for serving his King and Country.








He is commemorated on the Mt Morgan Employees Roll of Honour





Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Employees’ 
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Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Thursday June 19, 1919


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler 25/2/19


W.J. Shillam is in France but expects to be coming across any day.  Tom Smith is with him and about 170 other men from the same company, all on draft for England.





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin June 25, 1919


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler 6/3/19


5422 T.W. Smith has arrived in England and will be in camp for a few days before coming up on leave.





Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Employees’ Roll of Honour


held at Mt Morgan Mine Office


Photo sourced from Qld Memorials Register website – photo Dennis Stocks & Doug Tanner





He is commemorated on the Mt Morgan Employees Roll of Honour








