SAPPER RICHARD PERCIVAL SMITH

3864 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company
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Richard Percival Smith stated he was born in Wangaratta, Victoria in 1890 the son of James and Mary Ellen (Smith).  In 1914 they were living at Ebden, Wodonga, Vic and he was a labourer.

At the recruiting depot in Brunswick, Melbourne, Vic the twenty-six year old farmer applied to enlist for active service abroad on January 25, 1916.  Passing the medical examination personal particulars describe him as 171cms (5ft 7¼ins) tall, weighing 67.2kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of between 87-92cms (34-36ins).  Complexion was sallow with brown eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm and one on his right knee and a mole near his eye socket.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mary Ellen Smith of Ebden, via Wodonga, Vic.  He signed and took the ‘Oath on Enlistment’ the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 14th Depot Battalion at Ballarat, Vic from February 8 until March 7, 1916 when he was transferred to the Tunnelling Unit at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne.  He was assigned to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 3684.

The No. 5 Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   

Early in May 1916 No. 4 Tunnelling Company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on August 28, 1916 marching into the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  From there they went to the 1st Anzac Reinforcement Camp.

With his civil qualifications using farm machinery his service was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was transferred on October 12, 1916 to this company and taken on strength two days later.

Sapper suffered an accidental injury to his right hand and sent to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station for treatment of a fractured bone.

The Commanding Officer of the Company stated in his report on the accident three days later that the soldier was not to blame and injury was of a trivial nature and would not interfere with military duty.  The accident happened in the performance of his military duty.    (Sgd) R.V. Morse, 30.12.16  Hazebrouck.

He rejoined from hospital and returned to duty on January 25, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the company he was reported to be still serving with the unit on March 23, 1918.  He was with the company when Peace was declared and they remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their areas.

Leave was granted from December 6 and he rejoined for duty on December 20, 1918.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation on April 8, 1919 and they departed the Aust Base Depot on April 28 and crossed the English Channel marching in to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp the next day.

Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd was also a member of the company and kept a diary of his work and mentioned fellow members.  The following is an extract of the day of their departure from England:

June 16 [1919]

Bill Davies, Lieut. Norfolk, with about 40 men of the Coy marched out with 37 Quota at 6 this morning for Devonport, sailing at 4 o'clock this afternoon by the Ormonde.
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Sapper Smith embarked on June 16, 1919 for Australia on the H.T. Ormonde.  Base Records advised his mother on July 17, 1919 that he was returning home.  His name is mentioned in the list of returning soldiers published in:

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on August 1, 1919.  Their arrival was printed in:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on September 22, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Residents of Wodonga had a welcome home for the returned soldiers issuing Certificates which was reported in the: 


The following year in June, 1920 he married Miss Rita Gordes with their wedding covered by the:

Sapper 3684 Richard Percival Smith, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued for serving his country with the British War Medal (23430) and the Victory Medal (52290).

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on May 10, 1923.  A letter was sent care of Post Office, Greta West advising of their return and availability on January 30, 1924.

The following legal notice appeared in the:


When the affairs were completed they are recorded leaving Wodonga in 1924 and living at Cemetery Road, Daylesford and he worked as a farm labourer.

In 1931 they have returned and are residing at Sydney Street, Wodonga and he is a carrier. 

The following appeared in Shire Council notes and printed in the:


In 1954 home is at Orbost, Vic and he is an engineer and in 1963 they are at 11 Vannum Drive S.E.11 Ashwood, Melbourne.

Richard Percival Smith passed away on February 6, 1966 aged 76 years at Heidelberg, Vic.  Interment took place at New Cheltenham Cemetery.
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The Argus Monday July 21, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURN


TRANSPORTS ARRIVING


VICTORIANS ON ORMONDE


The following Victorians are returning by the transport Ormonde, which left England on June 16.  Where no rank is stated the men are privates: R.P. Smith	


							Article abridged








The Argus Saturday August 2, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING


MEN FROM THE S.S. ORMONDE WELCOMED


Large crowds assembled at Port Melbourne and at the A.I.F. depot yesterday to welcome the 300 Victorian soldiers who arrived on time and the disembarkation was ably managed by the staff officer for returned soldiers.  The vessel will continue its journey to Sydney and Brisbane to-day carrying troops for the northern states.








Albury Banner and Wodonga Express Friday November 14, 1919:


HONORING THE BRAVE


WELCOME HOME FESTIVITIES AT WODONGA


The citizens of Wodonga and district assembled in very large numbers on Wednesday afternoon to honor the returned men of the town and district.  A strong committee had been formed, with Mrs R.H. Murphy, shire secretary, as the honorary secretary.  At the drill hall the returned men fell into line and marched up the gaily decorated main street to the Shire Hall, where a large assemblage awaited their arrival.  Here the men were addressed by several speakers, including the Hon. Frank Clarke, Victorian Minister for Works.  He applauded their sacrifices for the benefit of Australia, and exhorted the men, now they had returned from overseas, where they had fought for this continent, that they should continue to work to uplift it in every way.  The framed certificates were presented by Mr Clarke and Mr Kendall, M.L.C.


Among the list of soldiers to receive certificates was: R.P. Smith.


Subsequently in the shire hall a large gathering sat down to a well-prepared dinner.  A concert and dance followed, during which presentations of photographs were made to a number of soldiers.  The functions were a great success.


Article abridged








Wodonga and Towong Sentinel Friday July 2, 1920:


WEDDINGS


SMITH-GORDES


At seven o’clock on Saturday morning last Nuptial Mass was celebrated at St Augustine’s Church, Wodonga, the occasion being the marriage of Mr Richard Percival Smith, second son of the late James Smith, of Boorabaman, and Mrs Council, of Sydney, Street, Wodonga, and Miss Margaret Mary (Rita) Gordes, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs F. Gordes, Sydney Street, Wodonga.  The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a navy blue costume with velvet hat to match.  Miss Annie Lee was bridesmaid and Mr Frank Gordes (brother of the bride) best man.  The young couple left by express for Melbourne, where the honeymoon is being spent.  Mr and Mrs Smith’s   home will be at Greta West.  Father Awburn was the officiating clergyman.








The Argus Tuesday February 20, 1923:


JUDICIAL AND INSOLVENCY NOTES


In the Court of Insolvency, Northern District at Wangaratta, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the estate of Richard Percival Smith, of Greta, in Victoria, farm has been sequested and that a GENERAL MEETING of CREDITORS in the late said estate to be held at the Government Insolvency Office, Wangaratta, on the day of the 28th  of February A.D., 1923 at the hour of half-past ten o’clock in the forenoon, for the election of trustees and for other purposes mentioned in the 72nd Section of the Insolvency Act 1915.


	Dated at Wangaratta this 16th day A.D. 1923.








Albury Banner and Wodonga Express Friday April 3, 1933:


WODONGA SHIRE COUNCIL


From Shire, find a copy of a letter received from Mr R.P. Smith requesting the refund of deposit on contract to be for work on the Beechworth-Wodonga Road.  The outcome called for a report on the matter.











