SAPPER RICHARD SMITH
1168 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Richard Smith stated he was born in Hobart, Tasmania in 1888 and there are no public records of his birth or parents.  In 1915 he was a miner working at Queenstown, Tas.
At the recruiting depot in Queenstown on 3 November, 1915 the single twenty-seven-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was 183cms (6ft 1ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed on 15 November, 1915 at Ross camp and describe him further with a height on 181cms (5ft 11½ins), weighing 73kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-94cms (34½-37ins) and a fair complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Presbyterian was his religion.  He nominated his brother William Smith as next-of-kin but his address was unknown to him.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced allotted to the Mining Corps, No. 3 Company to 27 November at Ross camp and the recruits were then transferred to Claremont camp as reported in the:
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The Mining Corps was transferred after 16 December, 1916 to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales joining other volunteers from across the country in training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1168 in No. 3 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

In April, 1917 the company was mining in hard chalk with defensive and offensive mining at Hill 70 continued until the middle of the month then stopped as the enemy ceased mining.
On 2 April, 1917 Sapper was wounded in action by a gunshot wound to his right hand and taken to the 18th Field Ambulance progressing to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed later that day on Ambulance Train no.14 to Camiers and admitted to the 4th General Hospital with severe gunshot wound right hand.

Sapper was invalided to England from Calais on April 13 on the hospital ship Brighton entering the 1st London General Hospital at Camberwell the next day.  
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His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:

While at 16, The Avenue, Brondesbury the following was recorded:


8/5/17 healing wounds, Rt Thumb & 1st Finger, Post aspect—simple dressing.

          13/6/17 no power of grasping.  Recommended for Medical Board by Capt. Harmer.  Wounds


healed.

On 20 June was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford until discharged to furlough and reported to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 6 July, 1917.

He appeared before the Medical Board on 5 July, 1917 at Weymouth and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
G.S.W. of right hand


Date of disability:
4th April, 1917


Place of disability:
France


Essential facts:
Piece entered radial side of right hand and fractured 1st metacarpal. F.B.





[fragment bullet] extracted by operation.  Wound healed.  Has had massage





4wks with no improvement. 


Causation:

Active service


Caused by:

Shell wound


Present condition:
Unhealthy? looking scar between thumb and 1st finger on [unreadable] 





of hand


Operation performed:
Yes, extraction of F.B. on 2/4/17 T Bethune

Recommendation:
Debility C2


Board finding:

G.S.W. on active service


Disability:

Permanent


Labour market:
half capacity


Finding:

Permanently unfit for general service, temporarily unfit for home service





5/8/17


Approved:

15/8/17

On 7 August, 1917 was classified to permanent base duties.

Sapper Smith embarked for Australia on 27 August, 1917 from Devonport, England on New Zealand Hired Transport No.82 Pakeha.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 22 October, 1917 and the Tasmanian soldiers arrived by steamer at Launceston on October 24.
He was taken to the 12th General Hospital, Launceston on October 24 for assessment and released the same day.  He appeared before the Medical Referee Board on 7 December, 1917 who stated he had permanent military incapacity and temporary civil capacity of one fourth for six months.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th Military District) on 20 December, 1917.

The 6th Military District forwarded to Base Records on December 20 all medical board proceedings and informed that the soldier returned on 22 October, 1917 Ex-Pakeha and was discharged on 20 December, 1917.  Another advice was also sent on 22 May, 1918. 

He returned to work in Queenstown as a miner listed there in Electoral Rolls from 1919.
Sapper 1168 Richard Smith, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (3365) and the Victory Medal (3363.)

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  The Medals Section of Base Records sent a letter on 2 May, 1924 to him at Queenstown and he applied for these on 31 May which were forwarded by registered post (8043) to the former soldier on 18 June, 1924 care of Mrs K. Young, Knox Street, Queenstown, Tas.

He was prosecuted in the Queenstown Police Court with proceedings appearing in the:


Further prosecution in the City Police Court by the Taxation Department printed in the:


He remained in Queenstown up to 1936 then moved to Storey’s Creek.
Richard Smith passed away in the Launceston hospital on 3 November, 1940 aged 52 years.  
Announcement was published in the:


A small obituary appeared in the:


Interment took place in portion D1 of Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston in grave no. 177.  He has a Commonwealth War Grave.
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Examiner Thursday December 9, 1915


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: R. Smith,								Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday April 24, 1917:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


Sapper R. SMITH, address not known.							Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Wednesday July 9, 1924:


QUEENSTOWN HOTEL PROSECUTIONS


At the Queenstown Police Court on Tuesday morning (before Messrs W.C. Rice and G.T. Bird) Richard Smith, for being unlawfully in the yard of the Queenstown Hotel on the same day, was fined £1 with costs.  This case was heard ex parte.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday March 31, 1928:


INCOME TAX PROSECUTIONS


The time of the Police Magistrate (Mr G. Crosby Gilmore) was taken up in the City Police Court to-day dealing with prosecutions against persons located in different parts of the state.  Taxation Department returned of Income for the year ended June 30, 1927.


The northern cases were as follows:


Richard Smith, Queenstown.								Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday 6 November, 1940:


MR R. SMITH, FORMERLY OF QUEENSTOWN


The death occurred at the Launceston Public Hospital of Mr Richard (Piper) Smith, on Sunday morning.  The late Mr Smith was a well-known resident of Queenstown for a number of years.  Of late he resided at Stoney’s Creek.  His remains were interred privately at Carr Villa Cemetery.  Only a few of his intimate friends were at the graveside.  The pallbearers were C. M’Cormick, G. M’Dermott, G. Page and H. Mahon.  Rev. L.E. Barnard conducted the service.





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday November 7, 1940:


MR RICHARD SMITH


The death occurred at the Launceston General Hospital of Mr Richard Smith, a former resident of Queenstown.  The funeral took place at the Carr Villa cemetery.  Pallbearers were Messrs C. McCormick, G. McDermot, M. Mahan, G. Page.  The Rev. L. E. Barnard conducted a service at the graveside.





His Commonwealth War Grave in Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston, Tas
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