SAPPER JOHN SMITH
3377 – 1st Tunnelling Company
John Smith stated he was born at St Helens, Lancashire, England in 1875 the son of Albert Smith.  He served three years with the 2nd Lancashire Royal Engineer Volunteers.  

There is a census record for 1901 of a Smith family residing at 10 Syndall Street, South Manchester that could be them with residents listed as Albert (39) newsagent, Mary (39), Rupert (16) joiners assistant, Albert (13), John (12), Thomas (8), Harold (5) and Amy (2).

He came to Queensland, Australia and worked for the Railway at Cheepie which is 80 kms west of Quilpie.

At the recruiting depot at Rifle Range Camp, Enoggera barracks, Brisbane on 4 January, 1916 the forty-one-year-old railway ganger applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Attestation papers appear to have been misplaced and on 28 March, 1916 completed new forms which describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 82kgs (182lbs) with a chest expansion of 102-107cms (40-42ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and sandy hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother William Smith, Police Inspector, St Helens, Lancashire, England.  Swearing with the Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
He was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company on 28 March, 1916.  

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 10 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3377 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney and reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot a day later.  On 30 September was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on dugouts at Ploegsteert Wood area on trench 121.

At the end of March, 1917 Mrs E.M. Lewis of 8 Olive Street, Paddington, NSW wrote to Base Records to see if they could tell her if Sapper J. Smith had been wounded as she had not heard from his now for over three months and she used to hear from him so regular and also see if he had made any alterations as far as his next-of-kin and things concerned, as his last letter to her said that he had fixed up things for me so she thought she had better inquire and took her address at Victoria Barracks but they advised her to write to Records at her earliest convenience.  She remained very gratefully yours.

Base Records replied on 3 April, 1917 to her undated communication informing that no official casualty report of any description had been received here in respect of Sapper J. Smith and it could only be assumed he was with his unit.  Should any cable reports be received next-of-kin shown on the records as brother residing in England would be notified through the Australian Imperial Force Headquarters, London S.W. the department only undertaking the obligation of notifying the person nominated as such.  They included his postal address for communication.  

Sapper went sick on 7 March, 1917 to the 134th Field Ambulance then moved to the Divisional Rest Station with debility. On March 16 was sent to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station suffering myalgia (muscular pain) then on March 18 conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 to Outreau being admitted to the 2nd Stationary Hospital.  Transferred on March 31 to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne recovering from myalgia (slight).  On 18 April was transferred to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Escault remaining there until August 1 when information on his condition was requested by his company and advised he was still a patient there suffering rheumatism on August 5.
On 21 August, 1917 was discharged to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles on 1 September and returned to his unit three days later. 

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 2 p.m. 16/11/17 till 2 p.m. 17/11/17



Award:

4 days Field Punishment No. 2


Total forfeiture:
6 day’s pay by C.O.  19/11/17

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.

In an audit of the company taken on 17 July, 1918 he was still serving with his section.

Proceeded on leave on 19 October, 1918 and re-joined for duty on 5 November.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared six days later and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 14 November, 1918 was detached to the 9th Corps Reception Camp and returned to his unit on 4 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot marching out from there on April 10 crossing to England and arrived at Deverill to the No. 1 Group camp the next day.  
At the Parish Church of Eastbourne, Sussex on 28 April, 1919 John Smith (37) bachelor and A.I.F. soldier at Warminster was married by Licence to Edith Hilda Thorpe (27) spinster daughter of David Thorpe, caterer, by the Curate L.G. Meadow according to the rites of the Established Church.  She became his next-of-kin at 4 Motcomb Road, Eastbourne, Sussex.

On 15 May the troops were transferred to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await their voyage home.  Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Smith embarked for Australia on 23 July, 1919 on board S.S. Canberra.  His name was among those listed as returning in the:

The transport docked at Woolloomooloo Wharf in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 14 September, 1919:  Brief news of their arrival was reported in the: 

The passengers for Queensland boarded a special train to Brisbane and arrived to a welcome at Central Railway Station and reported in the:

At the Disembarkation Medical Examination at Kangaroo Point in the No. 6 Aust General Hospital on September 16 his Statement of case reads:

AIF Form No. 536 states:
Was in hospital with Myalgia in March, April and May, 1917


A.M. Form D2 states:

No disability
(sgd.) J. Smith



No other disabilities.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 31 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For serving his country Sapper 3377 John Smith, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (16702) and the Victory Medal (12099).

In 1921 Mrs Edith Hilda Smith was listed living on Bellevue Station, Yaraka, Qld which was the terminus of the branch railway line south of Longreach.

Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service for the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane on 13 May, 1924 and forwarded on May 25.

In 1925 John was working for the main roads in the Rathdowney area, south of Brisbane.

John Smith passed away suddenly on 25 May, 1925 aged 50 years.  News of his demise was reported in the:

Interment took place in the Beaudesert Cemetery, Qld the following day.
His widow returned to Eastbourne, England.  In the 1939 census Mrs Edith H. Smith was working at Victoria Court Hotel, Eastbourne as a still room hand and she died in Eastbourne in 1978.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Daily Standard Saturday August 30, 1919:


SOLDIERS AND DEPENDANTS


The following are additional lists of soldiers and dependents due to arrive shortly by the steamers mentioned:


CANBERRA


3377 John Smith, 1st Tun. Co.				Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday 15 September, 1919:


SOLDIERS AND WIVES – CANBERRA’S CONTINGENT


The New South Wales portion of the Canberra’s troops, including 21 military ranks as well as four nurses, 67 soldiers’ wives and 18 children, arrived yesterday.  The men were met by their friends and given leave on the wharf at Woolloomooloo Bay.


The Queenslanders will leave the Central Station to-day at 10.22 a.m.			Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Wednesday September 17, 1919:


VALENCIA AND CANBERRA CONTINGENTS


At 5.40 p.m. yesterday contingents of returned soldiers who had come to Australia by the Valencia and Canberra were appropriately welcomed.  At the Central Railway Station, the Army Reserve Band played enlivening selections, while the men detrained.  They were met at Ipswich by Major I. Jackson and at Toowoomba by Captain M.C. Trotter and Sergeant Jerry Barnes.  At Kangaroo Point Military hospital, whither the men were taken by the vehicles of the Returned Soldiers’ Motor Transport Corps, the men were addressed by Major I Jackson, who detailed what was required of the men pending their final discharge.  Welcomes were extended by the Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving) and the Mayor of Brisbane (Alderman C, P, Buchanan) and the Mayoress. An apology was received from the Minister of Lands (Mr J.H. Coyne).  The men received the customary hospitality from the ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen.				Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Thursday May 28, 1925:


RATHDOWNEY


SUDDEN DEATH—As the men on the main road ceased work on Monday one of them, Mr John Smith, collapsed and died on the way to the camp.  A post-mortem examination showed that death was due to natural causes.  Deceased was a returned soldier, having served with the Tunnelling Corps in France.  He was a native of England, and had no relatives in the district.  The employees of the Mount Lindsay main road bore the expenses of the funeral, which took place in Beaudesert.  The Rev. C.H. Foulkee conducted the service. 








