SAPPER JAMES SMITH

6684 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born in Quirindi, NSW, James enlisted at Newcastle on 23rd June 1916 aged 26 years.  A single   labourer, living in Quirindi at the time, he named his father, John Smith, of Trinkey Station via Quirindi, as his next of kin.

After training at Seymour Camp in Victoria, James embarked for the European theatre at Melbourne on RMS Omrah on 17th January 1917, arriving in France in April 1917 where he was attached to the 1st Aust. Tunnelling Company.

James probably worked on the Hill 60 mine on Messines Ridge and would have been present for the firing of that mine on 7th June 1917.  That year the unit worked in the Menin Road and Zonnebeke areas before moving on to Arras, Villers-Bretonneux, Vaux and Bellicourt in 1918.  James was gassed in March 1918 and hospitalised in France, not rejoining his unit until 27th April. 

James continued working with the unit after the Armistice completing road and water supply repairs as well as clearing mines and booby-traps left behind by the enemy. 

James married Elizabeth Mary Simmonds, of 46 Alberta Street Kensington, S.E., daughter of Francis Simmonds, at Southwark, London on 7th June 1919.  He undertook a period of non-military employment from July to October 1919 in London to learn electro-plating before returning to Australia, with his wife, on the Ceramic, disembarking in 2MD on 3rd October 1919. 

He was demobilised on 10th November 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and Victory Medal

In 1961 James joined the Waratah-Mayfield Sub-branch of the Returned Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen’s Imperial League of Australia and in the same year sought assistance from the Dept of Repatriation in Sydney. 
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