SAPPER EDWARD GEORGE SMITH
6058 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Banana, Queensland was the birthplace of Edward George Smith on 2 July, 1890 the son of James Hillman and Frances (nee Bedford) Smith.  His parents were graziers on the Newhaven Grazing Farm at Banana and in 1915 he was a miner at Black Ridge, Clermont, Qld.
At the recruiting depot in Clermont, Qld on 24 April, 1916 the twenty-five-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 176cms (5ft 9¼ins) tall with a chest measurement of 95cms (37¼ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

He presented to the Recruiting Depot at Emerald, Qld on April 26 and passed the medical exam there and Attestation forms were completed describing him weighing 71.8kgs (158lbs) and had a dark complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his father James Hillman Smith of Banana and later changed to his mother Frances Smith of Newhaven, Banana, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken the same day.
Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane on 29 April, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until 31 May, 1916 then allotted to the Mining Corps.  On 9 September was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria then joined the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6058.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  
Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for training at the Aust. Details Camp.  The Reinforcements proceeded from Folkstone on S.S. Onward for France on 29 December, 1916 arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot in France.
On 8 February, 1917 Sapper was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On 3 April was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in No. 1 Section who were working at Poperinghe, Belgium and was taken on strength with the company on 27 April, 1918.  

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

His section went to the First School of Musketry during the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918 and his results were recorded in the Appendix for June in the Unit Diary as follows:
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He went sick on 24 June, 1918 to the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance with Influenza and discharged to duty three days later.

Sick again on 13 October, 1918 was admitted to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station with septic Adenitis (inflammation of a gland) then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.4 two days later for the 72nd Hospital at Tronville.  On 20 October was invalided to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle entering the Bath War Hospital in Bath on 22 October, 1918 and was there when Peace was declared.  
His name was listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:


On 4 January, 1919 was transferred to the 1st Aust General Hospital at SuttonVeny.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:  While on Active Service whilst a patient in hospital – drunkenness 21/1/19



Award: forfeits 7 day’s pay

Sapper was sent to the Convalescent Depot at Bath on 27 January, 1919 moving to the Convalescent Depot the next day at Sutton Veny.  Sapper was discharged to Furlough to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 13 February, 1919.  Marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on February 20 to await his voyage home.
Discipline was given for the following:



Offence:
Sutton Veny 28/2/19 Insolence to an officer on 1400hrs parade



Award:

1 day’s C.C. [confined to camp] on 3/3/19

Sapper Smith embarked for Australia on the hospital ship Plassy on 17 March, 1919.  Base Records advised his parents on 8 April that he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 May with a report on the arrival published in the:                      
The passengers for Queensland returned to quarantine in Brisbane (1st M.D.) and their arrival on the Brisbane River to their welcome at Kennedy Wharf on May 8 was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 22 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (24505) and the Victory Medal (23678) were issued to Sapper 6058 Edward George Smith, 1st Tunnelling Company.

He married on 9 January, 1922 to Emily Christina Casey and in 1925 they were listed at Baralaba in the Mount Morgan district where he was a D.V.L. Selector and they remained there until 1936.  A year later had moved to 65 Cleveland Street, Stone’s Corner working as a labourer.
His wife was a shopkeeper and the following was reported in the:


In 1943 they were residents at Stephens Street, Camp Hill and in 1954 were at Long Street, Camp Hill and from 1958 home was at 103 Cambridge Street, Camp Hill with his occupation as a labourer.

Edward George Smith passed away on 23 April, 1966 aged 75 years.  
Interment in a Commonwealth War Grave took place in the monumental portion of Mount Gravatt Cemetery within section 4F, row 6 in grave no. 260.

Also in the same grave were buried his wife Emily Smith on 23 May, 1983 and their daughter, Patricia Magdalene Brusasco aged 67 years on 6 May, 1997.
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MUSKETRY:


No. 1 Section 					19-6-18


Squad Sergeant: Sergt J. Curran  


Squad No. 4					First School MUSKETRY


					Fortnight ending 9-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


6058	    Spr.		    Smith			       25		      16		25		     66


 			 Average per man	       20.3	      12.3	             21.2


Total Average 54.3


Possible           70	





Brisbane Courier Monday December 2, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LISTS NOS 448-449


Spr. Edward George Smith, Banana							Article abridged





The Argus (Melbourne) Thursday May 1, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


During the afternoon 400 men landed from the transport Plassy and were received at the new pier Port Melbourne by his Excellency the Governor-General (Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson) and by the Victorian Commandant (Brigadier General Brand).  The Governor-General delivered a short address of welcome and leave having been granted by Brigadier-General Brand until tomorrow morning, the men were conveyed by the waiting motor-cars to their respective homes.  There were large crowds at Port Melbourne and the men were cordially cheered.





Brisbane Courier Friday May 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED – PLASSY TROOPS RELEASED


After three day’s detention at the Reformatory Hill Military quarantine camp—the revised Federal quarantine regulations demand that period of soldiers arriving on “clean” ships—nearly 200 of the Plassy troops arrived at Brisbane yesterday afternoon.  The appearance around the bend of the river of the gaily bedecked Beaver was the signal for a furore of whistles, sirens and hooters.  Owing to the influenza outbreak in Brisbane, and the restriction upon admittance to the Kangaroo Point Hospital, the soldiers were landed at the Kennedy Wharf, where a large number of relatives and friends acclaimed their return with vociferous cheering.  At the wharf the men were addressed in cordial terms of welcome by the Minister of Lands (Mr H. Coyne) and the ex-Mayor of Brisbane (Alderman J. McMaster).  The State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving) was also present.


Contd.





Continues


The majority of the soldiers had already passed through the depots at Lytton and were allowed to leave at once with their relatives.  A further number, who had not completed their medical treatment, were granted three days leave, only the one cot case on board was taken straight to the 6th A.G. Hospital in the Military Ambulance.


During the peerage up the river the men were provided with refreshments by the ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen, for whom cheers were given.  The band of the Army Reserve delivered the proceedings with a number of suitable selections.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday November 27, 1940:


SOLDIERS SENT TO GOAL FOR TWO YEARS


Two soldiers who were stated by the Crown Prosecutor (Mr J.A. Sheehy) to have perpetrated a series of thefts while absent without leave from Grovely Camp were sent to gaol for two years by Mr Justice E.A. Douglas to-day in the Criminal Court.


They were Leonard Christian Wombold 26, and George Durham 27, and they appeared in military uniform.


They pleaded guilty in two charges of breaking and entering with intent and two of breaking, entering and stealing.


They entered the shop of Emily Christine Smith and stole tobacco and cigarettes, other goods and a leg of mutton.


											Article abridged





Photos of E.G. Smith’s grave in Mount Gravatt Cemetery


Photos sourced from Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs website 


and used with permission








