SAPPER THOMAS EDWARD SMETHERAM
6056 - 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Edward Smetheram was born in Charters Towers about 1889.   His parents were Thomas Smetheram and Harriet (Bowers) of Park Street and his next of kin was wife, Ruth Martylene Smetheram residing at Plummer Street, Charters Towers.  Thomas had been a miner for ten years and enlisted on March 20th, 1916 in Charters Towers and passed the preliminary medical assessment.  
On March 27th, 1916 his attestation papers were completed showing he was 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 63½ kg (140lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair.  He had full dentures and his religion was Methodist.  
[image: image1.jpg]


Acknowledgement to Thomas and his brother Frederick’s enlistments appeared in: 
Tom spent six weeks basic training at Queensland’s 11th Depot Battalion, Brisbane and being a miner was a suitable recruit for Reinforcements to the Mining Corps departing May 8.  From there he went for further armed and mining training at their Seymour camp, Victoria on August 9, 1916.  He was assigned the rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 6056 in the 6th Reinforcements.
Sapper Thomas Smetheram left Melbourne on the troopship A38 SS Ulysses on October 25, 1916.  The ship sailed via Durban, Cape Town and Sierra Leone before docking at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916.  From there they were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs for further training for the front.
After a month’s instruction the Reinforcements left for France via Folkstone on January 28th.  Sapper Smetheram was detailed to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion where he remained until he was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on April 19, 1917.
Early in September 1917 Sapper Smetheram was taken sick to the 44th Field Ambulance before being transferred to the 2nd Aust. Casualty Clearing Station with Bronchitis where he remained until December 16.  He was admitted to the 11th General Hospital with suspected Phthisis (TB of the lungs).  On September 29th he was transferred on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen and admitted to the Eastborne Military hospital in England where the diagnosis was Pleurisy.  Relocated on October 4 to the 3rd Auxiliary hospital at Dartford where he remained for treatment.  It was noted in his medical records on October 12th that “service has aggravated a prior condition.”  
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The unveiling of the Honour Board was published in :
His name appears in column 5 on the Charters Towers Methodist Circuit Honour Board 1914-1919.  This board is now in the Charters Towers Folk Museum (formerly Zara Clark Museum).

He appeared before the Medical Board which reported: 
Has been a miner for ten years; during the latter end of this time he has had a cough and loss in weight.  During the last eight months these symptoms have greatly increased and have had a considerable cough and sputum and loss of weight.  Progressive weakness and dyspnoea on exertion.  Opinion of Case – Infection. 
As a result Sapper Smetheram was advised he would return to Australia for discharge being diagnosed with Pulmonary Tuberculosis caused by climate and active service conditions rendering him permanently unfit for duty.  
On November 5, 1917 he embarked for home on the transport A32 Themistocles disembarking in the 2nd Military district on January 3, 1918 then travelled overland to Brisbane where he was admitted to the 6th Australian General Hospital, Brisbane.  His discharge is dated February 4, 1918.
In the War Column of The Northern Miner his homecoming is reported on Monday February 4th:
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His brother Frederick Smetheram returned from active service.  The late war column on Tuesday March 18, 1919 reads:
Sapper Thomas Smetheram passed away on October 2nd, 1918 aged 29 years.  The following day Thursday October 3, 1918 the Charters Towers newspaper reported:
And on Friday October 18, 1918 a thanks notice from his family appeared:
Details of his funeral were reported in The Queenslander on Friday October 21, 1918:


The monument and grave is situated in Portion 10, Section 43 in Grave no. 11 of the Brisbane General 
(Toowong) cemetery. 

The Northern Miner: October 2, 1920 on the 2nd anniversary of his death on appeared his family’s tribute:
ROLL OF HONOUR
SMETHERAM—In fond and loving memory of our dear son and brother, 
Sapper T.E. Smetheram, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company,
Who died on October 2, 1918.
His life is all he paid the price,
And nobody made the sacrifice,
So young in years so short his span,
But gallantly he played the man.
(Inserted by his loving father, mother, brothers and sisters,
Mr and Mrs T. Smetheram, William, Frederick, Herbert, 
Elsie and Mrs W.B. Roberts, Brisbane) 
The Northern Miner: October 2, 1921 - on the third anniversary of his death his family’s tribute appeared:
ROLL OF HONOUR
SMETHERAM—In loving memory of our dear son and brother,
Sapper T.E. Smetheram, 1st Battalion Tunnelling Company,
who died October 2nd, 1918.
He gave his life, his all.
(Inserted by his loving father, mother, brothers and sisters.)
For his service to his country’s call the widow of Sapper Thomas Edward Smetheram received the British War Medal (24674) and the Victory Medal (23786).  Her address was Burpengary NC Line, Qld.
In the Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane he is also commemorated with a plaque located on Wall 3 Row K.
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The Northern Miner Monday March 27, 1916:


EUROPEAN WAR


The following volunteers, who were sworn in last week, leave tonight en route for Townsville, where they will join the Bingera for Brisbane—W.J.  Ruffin, F.C. Smetheram, T.E. Smetheram, W.J. Farraher, M.R. Staunton, J. Trevaskis, J.R. Clemo, S. Wood, W.J. Dwyer, P. Coombes, and W.F. Smith, all of Charters Towers.  They will be farewelled at the Town Hall and the Enlisting Officer issues an invitation to all townspeople to attend.





The Northern Miner Tuesday March 28, 1916:


FAREWELL TO VOLUNTEERS


There was the usual large gathering of townspeople at the Town Hall on Monday afternoon, when the following volunteers were farewelled prior to their departure for Townsville.  Messrs W.J. Ruffin, F.E. Smetheram, T.E. Smetheram, W.J. Farraher, M.R. Staunton, J. Trevaskis, J.R. Clemo, S. Wood, W.J. Dwyer, P. Coombes and W.F. Smith, all of Charters Towers; T.J. Moyle from Pentland; S.H.D. Grant, J.L. Squire, and P.J. Squire, Ravenswood; R. Trimble, R.E. Barley and A.R. Barley, Hughenden, B. Pender, Maxwelton, R.J. McLean, Urandangie; J.H. Fox, Friezland, E.E. Linton, N.R. Cameron and E.R. Opitz, Cloncurry.


   The Enlisting Officer, Alderman C. Watts, briefly addressed the men, remarking he felt sure that whatever duty was required of them they would be there at the front.  That was why he was proud to send them away.  The only advice he thought he needed to give them was when they met the Germans, if they ever did, that they be prepared to get their muscles up and get in hard with the bayonet.


   The Hon. Charles McDonald M.H.R. also addressed the volunteers.


    Each of the volunteers was then presented with an indelible lead pencil and Miss Woolcock presented the Charters Towers volunteers with a silk handkerchief after which the men headed by the A.N.A. Band, marched to the station where they were given another hearty send-off. 





The Northern Miner Saturday November 17, 1917:





Central Methodist Church unveiled their Circuit Honor Board.  Misses A. Percy and B. Charge doing the honours.  The falling of the veil displayed a very large tablet about 8 foot square of polished wood over-mounted with an elegant scroll on which are worked the Union Jack and the Australian Flags and the Words “Roll of Honor 1914 Charters Towers Methodist Circuit 19  .” [1919]


The 213 names lettered in gold and still 20 more to be added.  As the names written in 5 long columns were read out sympathetically, the named had been numbered with slain.  The Honor Board is the work of Mr Herbert Hall and the lettering gratuitous work of Mr F. Miscambre.





WAR NEWS


Sapper T.E. Smetheram, son of Mr and Mrs T. Smetheram of Park Street accompanied by his wife returned last night invalided home from the front.





THE LATE WAR


By last night’s train there arrived the following soldiers who have returned from Active Service:  Privates Smetheram (2) Coffey, Clarke, Truscott, Maloney, Thomas, Cavey and Ford.  They were welcomed home by Alderman T.B. Symons and Job Clarke.





PERSONAL


Word has been received that Private Tom Smetheram died in the Diamantina Hospital, Brisbane early yesterday morning.  The late Private Smetheram who was a married man returned from the front some time ago, suffering from the effects of gas poisoning.





PERSONAL


Mr and Mrs Smetheram and family wish to thank all kind friends for their expressions and tokens of sympathy in their recent sad bereavement.





SMETHERAM—The funeral of the late Sapper T.E. Smetheram, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company left John Hislop and Sons funeral parlour on October 3, for Toowong Cemetery, the cortege being headed by the District Guard Band.  The service at the graveside was held by the Rev. B. Frederick, Ipswich.  Wreaths were received from “His Loving Wife”, the Returned Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, Mr and Mrs Spedding, Mrs Dave and family, Mr and Mrs Slack, Phylis Hiron, Mr and Mrs J. Potter and Mr and Mrs Bowers of Ipswich.








