SAPPER FREDERICK SHEPPARD
9572 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born at Shoreditch, Middlesex, England on 1 April 1895, Frederick Sheppard was the son of William and Jean (Jane) (nee Huddlestone) Sheppard.
On 2 April 1900 Frederick was admitted to St Matthew’s School, Islington, where his birth date was recorded as 31 March 1895 and his address as 35 Noel Street.

On 30 January 1904 William, Jane and five children were transferred by order of the Police Magistrate from the Guardians of the Poor in the Parish of Saint Leonard, Shoreditch, to the Guardians of the Poor in the Parish of St Marys, Islington (Workhouse of the Parish) by reason of William’s sickness.  William died that month.
Frederick Sheppard, age 18, travelled as a 3rd Class passenger on the White Star Line ship Irishman departing 25 September 1913 from Liverpool to land at Melbourne.  His occupation is recorded as farm hand, as are all the single males on the manifest page – notwithstanding that he had never been outside the East End of London and had been an apprentice baker at one stage. 
At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, Frederick signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 15 November 1917 stating his birthdate as 31 march 1895.  He had previously been refused service due to eyesight.  He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on the same day.
A medical examination on that day recorded that he was 22 years and 8 months of age.  He was 6ft 2¾ins tall and weighed 158 pounds.  He had a dark complexion, blue eyes and black hair and was of the Church of England faith.

Single, and a Miner by trade, he named as his Next-of-Kin his mother Jane Sheppard of Holloway, London, England. 

He was appointed to the Engineer Reinforcements in the 2nd Military District at the Engineer Depot, Moore Park, on 28 November 1917.  He was transferred to the Tunnellers at their Seymour, Victoria camp on 3 December 1917 and on 25 February 1918 he was appointed to the July Reinforcements Tunnelling Corps at Broadmeadows, Victoria. 

Frederick embarked at Melbourne on 28 February 1918 on board HMAT A71 Nestor.

The Reinforcements totalling 51 members departed Melbourne, Vic on February 28, 1918 on board the HMAT A71 Nestor.  Arriving at Colon, Panama on March 25, 1918, the transport departed Panama on March 28 and tied up at Newport News, U.S.A. on April 3, remaining there for three days, and left port on April 6, 1918.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was the next port-of-call on April 9 for a day at the wharf to refuel for the crossing to England.  The voyage terminated at Liverpool, England, on April 19 after fifty-one days at sea.  The Reinforcements disembarked and entrained to Tidworth the next day and the Reinforcements marched into the Australian Details No.3 camp at Parkhouse on April 20, 1918 for further training for the front. 

Frederick proceeded overseas to France on 14 May 1918 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD), Rouelles the next day.  He marched out to join the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company (2ATC) on 20 May and was taken on strength that day.
He reported sick on 27 June and was admitted to the 15th Field Ambulance with tonsillitis.  He was transferred to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station the same day and discharged to duty on 2 July 1918.  He again reported sick on 7 July and was admitted to the 15th Field Ambulance with defective vision.
On 11 July he marched back in to the AGBD at Rouelles and was transferred to the Australian Employment Company on 18 July where he was taken on strength.

"Australian Employment Company, 1917 - 1918: Raised on 1st November 1917 from medically downgraded 'B' Class personnel, comprising one corps and five divisional detachments. This unit, with an establishment of over 500 all ranks by mid 1918, provided the sanitary personnel, batmen, orderlies, mess men, and cooks for the various formation headquarters, boot-makers, barbers, theatre and cinema operators, bath and laundry detachments, traffic control detachments, general duty-men for ordnance duties, and YMCA and Church Army representatives. These personnel wore the colour patch of the formation headquarters to which their detachment was allotted, or retained the colour patch of their previous unit."

Frederick was admitted to the 13th Field Ambulance on 19 October 1918 suffering pleurisy, re-joining his unit on 21 October.  On 22 November he returned to the AGBD.

On 13 January 1919 Frederick left France and reported to No.1 Command Depot, Sutton Veny on 14 January.  He was admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford on 12 March.  Discharged to duty, he marched in to Parkhouse on 14 March where he remained until 3 June when he was transferred to No.3 Group, Codford.  He was transferred to the Australian Army Service Corps Training Depot, Heytesbury, on 6 June.

He suffered jaundice and was admitted the 1st Australian General Hospital, Sutton Veny on 11 July.  On 21 July he returned to his Sutton Veny unit until 31 October when he was transferred to A.I.F. Depots in the United Kingdom, London.
He was granted furlough on 12 January, subject to recall.

Frederick left England on 22 January 1920 on board Friedrichsruh, disembarking at Sydney on 12 March 1920.  He was discharged from the A.I.F. on 11 April 1920, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
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Frederick married Alice Mary Mabbott in 1926 at Lithgow, NSW.  Alice was born at Wallerawang, NSW in 1900, the daughter of George and Catherine Alice (nee Peime) Mabbott.
The 1930 Electoral Roll records Frederick Sheppard, Foreman, living at 13 Spooner Street, Lithgow, with his wife Alice.

From 1932 to 1943 the Electoral Rolls record Frederick Sheppard, Foreman, living at 15 Spooner Street, Lithgow, with his wife Alice.

In November 1948 solicitors in Sydney wrote to Base Records trying to locate Frederick William Sheppard who was entitled to a share of mother’s estate in England.  Frederick’s mother had died in 1919, the same year as his brother, William Frederick Sheppard, died.
The information supplied was that he was born in London in 1895 and came to Australia in 1912; that he served with the 1st A.I.F., believed to be with the Tunnelling Corps and was the time a bachelor, and that he returned to Australia in 1920.  Base Records replied that the description appeared to be identical with 9572 Private Frederick Sheppard of the Aust. Employment Company (late 2nd Tunnelling Company), but that his present whereabouts were unknown.

Frederick did inherit some money around the late 1940s which was believed to have come from a maiden aunt.
The 1954 Electoral Roll records Frederick Sheppard, no occupation, living at 22 Keats Avenue, Rockdale, with his wife Alice and Frederick George Sheppard, mechanic.
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In January 1957 his service and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.
In the 1958 Electoral Rolls Frederick Sheppard, no occupation, is recorded as living at 69 Railway Parade, Mortdale, with his wife Alice.  Also at that address were Beryl Vilma Sheppard, clerical assistant, and Frederick George Sheppard, mechanic.
The 1963 Electoral Roll records Frederick Sheppard, no occupation, is still living at 69 Railway Parade, Mortdale, with his wife Alice.
Alice Mary Sheppard (nee Mabbott) died at Mortdale in 1966.

In 1967 Frederick’s address was 2 Nioka Place, Caringbah, NSW.

Frederick Sheppard died on 19 August 1981 aged 86 years.  His ashes are at Evergreen Family Shrub Garden A, site 0007D, at Woronora Crematorium.
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“Hi , have just come across your website  , my grandfather was  in the 2nd  tunnellers  as a replacement arriving in France in early 1918.  He was born in London in 1895 and after a stint in reform school, jumped ship to Australia in 1912.  He was working as a miner at MT Lyell in Tasmania when war broke out and tried to enlist but was knocked back because of poor eyesight.  He tried again in 1917 and was accepted arriving in 1918.  After 4-5 months in the tunnellers he was reassigned to an employment company again because of his poor eyesight.  His eyesight really was appalling.  He used to have to wear coke bottle glasses but we were all wary of saying anything for fear of a clip behind the ear.  He stood just under 6’4” and had huge hands and had a reputation of being very handy with his fists.  After the war he worked around Lithgow in NSW as a Coal Miner, eventually working his way up to Pit Top Foreman at the State Mine.  He married, had one son.  After retiring from the mine he moved to Sydney and was prominent in having St Johns Ambulance stations built at Rockdale and Sutherland.  He passed away in September 1981.”
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