
CORPORAL WILLIAM SHEEHAN 

695 – 2nd Tunnelling Company 

 

William (Billy) Patrick Sheehan stated he was born in County Cork, Ireland in October, 1872.  His 

parents married in Wales then came to South Australia where his mother Julia (nee Hagen) died in 

September, 1881 at Gawler and his father Patrick (also known as John or Jack) in 1910 at Broken Hill, 

New South Wales. 

 

At the recruiting depot in Adelaide, South Australia on 2 September, 1915 the forty-two-year-old single 

miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms 

describe him as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 84.5kgs (186lbs) with a chest expansion of 100-

104cms (39½-41ins) and had a fair complexion with grey hair and his blue eyes passed the eye test with 

fair eyesight in the right eye with very poor vision in the left one.  Distinctive marks were four 

vaccination scars on his left arm.   Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his 

sister Mrs Laura Whitford of Broken Hill, NSW.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same 

day. 

 

Acknowledgement to the volunteers was published in the: 

 

 

Basic training commenced at Morphettville with the A Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion from 16 September, 

1915 to 1 October moving to the 1st Depot Battalion until 31 October then allotted to the No. 2 Company 

of the Mining Corps the next day.  From there was transferred to join other recruits from across the 

country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a corps. On 1 January, 1916 was 

promoted to Second Corporal with the regimental number 695. 

 

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and 

friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison 

Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the 

extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a 

detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool 

Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.   

 

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European 

theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay 

of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  

 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by 

the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a 

further 53 members were taken on board.   

 

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle 

prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock. 

 

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there 

was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed 

her ‘Useless’.   

Register (Adelaide) Friday September 3, 1915: 

INTO CAMP ON THURSDAY 

Following are the names of the men who enlisted at Adelaide and were sent to the Jubilee Oval camp on 

Thursday: 

W. Sheehan          Article abridged 



The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted. 

 

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 

Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st 

Reinforcements. 

 
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  

The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of 

the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were 

transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, 

France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at 

Hazebrouck. 

 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three 

Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus 

some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new 

Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the 

‘Alphabetical Company’. 

 

The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 29 December, 1916 in 

the field. 

 

His service continued without incident and was working at Nieuport Bains on the South Coast of Belgium 

during July, 1917 with the following sections activities recorded in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling 

Company: 

 
“The Sections carried out the undermentioned work during the month. 

 
No 1 Section: 1-10 Jul.  Offensive Mining against enemy strongpoints 

No 2 Section: Sinking wells between Coxyde Bains and Oost Dunkerque Bains  

Observatory Posts  

Station Tunnel dugouts  

No 3 Section: Underground Battalion HQ and subway and quarters  

Right Reserve tunnel dugouts  

No 4 Section: Tunnel dugouts at Boyau Michael  

Left Reserve tunnel dugouts” 

 

On 7 July, 1917 2nd Corporal was slightly wounded in action but remained on duty. 

 

Leave was then granted to England and while on leave 2nd Corporal was admitted on 21 July, 1917 to the 

3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth N.Y.D (not diagnosed yet) until 3 August when transferred 

to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.   

 

His name was listed in the Casualty List reported in the: 

 

 

Was discharged to furlough on August 10 and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 

20 August, 1917.  Marched out on 31 August, 1917 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth. 

 

Corporal Sheehan embarked for a change to Australia on 26 September, 1917 due to vascular changes and 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail Thursday August 2, 1917: 

AUSTRALIAN HEROES – THE 328TH CASUALTY LIST 

The 328th casualty list was released at 9 o’clock last night.  It contained 793 names.  Appended are the names of 

the South Australians mentioned: 

Cpl W. SHEEHAN, Broken Hill (New South Wales)     Article abridged 



being overage on board H.T. Borda.  Base Records advised his sister on 2 November, 1917 that he was 

returning home.  His name was on the returning soldiers’ list published in the: 

 

 

News of their immediate arrival was announced in the: 

 

 

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 November, 1917 and those soldiers for 

Adelaide were sent by train. 

 

Military Discharge took place in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 6 December, 1917 as medically unfit and 

overage. 

 

For serving his country 2nd Corporal 695 William Sheehan, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with 

the British War Medal (10103) and the Victory Medal (10039). 

 

The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base 

Records which were forwarded on 29 August, 1935.  

 

In 1939 there is a listing of a William Sheehan working as a fettler at Wire Creek, S.A. 

 

William Sheehan passed away on 4 March, 1940 aged 69 years.  Funeral arrangements were placed in 

the: 

 

 

Further announcement of his demise and thank-you were placed in the: 
 

Barrier Miner Monday November 19, 1917: 

MORE RETURNING SOLDIERS – LIST NO. 23 – ARRIVING IN ADELAIDE 

Advices have been received by the South Australian military authorities that the undermentioned sick and 

wounded soldiers (list No. 23) are due to arrive in Adelaide on Wednesday next at 9 a.m.  All men must proceed 

in the procession by motor car to Keswick Headquarters, where they will be detained for a short period in order 

to undergo medical examination: 

Corporal W. Sheehan, 2nd Mining Corps.      Article abridged 

The Argus Wednesday November 21, 1917: 

Another large batch of returned soldiers will land to-day (Wednesday) at 2 p.m. and the motorists who can make 

their cars available are desired by the R.A.C.V. to meet at the new pier, Port Melbourne at that hour.  As some 

1200 men including invalids will disembark it will be seen that a very large number of cars is required.  

Advertiser (Adelaide) Tuesday March 5, 1940: 

FUNERAL NOTICES 

SHEEHAN—THE FRIENDS of the late Mr WILLIAM SHEEHAN, of 64 Carrington-street, Adelaide (late 

Corporal 2nd Tunnelling Coy, A.I.F.) are respectfully informed that his Funeral will leave the Funeral Parlors, 

47 Wakefield-street, Adelaide, on TUESDAY, at 2.30 p.m. for the A.I.F. Cemetery, West terrace. 

FRANK J. SIEBERT, Funeral Director 

Advertiser (Adelaide) Tuesday March 12, 1940: 

DEATHS 

SHEEHAN—On the 4th of March at 64 Carrington-street, loved brother of Laura Bradshaw, of Broken Hill.  At 

rest. 

 

RETURN THANKS 

SHEEHAN—Mrs LAURA BRADSHAW, of Broken Hill, desire to THANK all relatives and friends for floral 

tributes, telegrams, personal expression of sympathy, specially thanking Mrs A. Bird, Mrs W. Thomas and Mr 

A. Oliver for kindness in the sad bereavement of my late brother, and will all please accept this as my personal 

acknowledgement. 



Interment took place in the military portion of West Terrace Cemetery within row 7N, aspect C in site no. 

5. 
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