SAPPER OLIVER SHARP
5615 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born at Wallsend, New South Wales (NSW) in 1896, Oliver was the son of Thomas Melbourne and Janet Hutchison (nee Blair) Sharp.
He completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 6 June 1916.  A Labourer by occupation he gave his address as Back Creek, Plattsburg and named as his Next-of-Kin his father, Mr. Thomas Sharp of Plattsburg, NSW.  He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 8 June at Newcastle, NSW
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A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 20 years and six months of age, stood 5ft 6½ins tall and weighed 148 pounds.  He had a fair complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith.

Training began with the Depot Battalion, Newcastle on 17 June 1916.  He was appointed to the Tunnelling Reinforcements on 17 June and then transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at their Training Camp at Seymour, Victoria on 5 July 1916.
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516 Tunnellers Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses, Oliver Sharp being one of them.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  
They felt the effects of the wind going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Freetown in Sierra Leone was the next port of call where they arrived on 29 November.  Their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Ulysses arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916, after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and entraining for Tidworth.

5798 Sapper George Oxman, (later of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company) recorded the voyage in his Diary:

Dec 5.
It took 1½ hours to take 1000 men ashore for the afternoon.  We have to pay 6d each for the loan of the punts.  We were fastened with ropes with one punt to the other coming back, the rope broke and we were drifting out pretty quick but the tug boat soon had us back again.  Not too clean of a place.  The women stand in a stream and wet their clothes they are washing and place them on a flat stone and then belt into them with a flat piece of wood like a bat. 

Dec 9.
Had to get some coal and fresh water. The officers went ashore to buy some fruit to sell to us they wouldn’t let us buy off the natives so when they came back with the fruit - none of us would buy it off them.

Dec13. 
29 Big boats in here now.

Dec 14.
Left for England with four other transport auxiliary cruiser escorting us.

Dec 25.
On the sea between Gibraltar and England it has been very foggy.  We had roast pork for Christmas dinner and some baked scones.  They were as hard as rock.

Dec 26.
Very foggy torpedo boats came to escort us in the rest of the way.  Got our kit bags out of the holds.

Dec 28.
We had nothing to eat from 7.30am to 3.30pm.  We had to buy some cakes during the last week on the boat.  We held the Dead March on a roast they gave us (250 of us) for our dinner.  We marched up to the top deck with it, all the rest of the men were watching us and laughing.  We got roared up a bit after it but we didn’t care.  
Got on the train at 4pm.  Got to Perham Downs camp at 11pm.  Nothing to eat from the military until 8 or 9 the next morning.  Then we had two tablespoons of boiled salmon and spuds and a mug of tea.  Mud from 1-6 inches deep.

Oliver went absent without leave (AWOL) from midnight 8 January 1917 until 0800 (8 am) on 15 January.  He was awarded 168 hours detention and forfeiture of 14 days pay for his indiscretion.
He proceeded overseas to France on 28 January 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) on 29 January.
He was attached (supernumerary) to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC) and was taken on strength of that Company on 24 February 1917.
Taken sick on 8 March, he was admitted to the 47th Dressing Station and then transferred to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer on 9 March suffering with Mumps.  Discharged from hospital on 28 March, he recoined his unit in the field on 29 March.
Oliver again went AWOL from 9 am on 31 December 1917 until 9 am on 1 January 1918.  He was awarded forfeiture of 4 days pay for this absence.

The 1ATC War Diary records Oliver was gassed on 12 March 1918 and was treated by the Unit medical Officer in the camp hospital.  He was 1 of 128 1ATC Tunnellers gassed on that day.
Oliver’s B103 records he was wounded in action (gas) on 12 May 1918.  1ATC was at Medlow Camp near Bouvigny in that month.  He was treated in the field at 5th Field Ambulance and transferred the next day to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station.  On 14 May He was transferred to the 5th General Hospital at Rouen.  He was invalided to England on 17 May on board Hospital Ship Grantilly Castle and admitted to the Kings Heath section of the 1st Southern General Hospital, , Birmingham on 18 May with severe debility.
Transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford on 27 May, he was discharged to No.3 Command Depot, Hurdcott on 31 May.

On 22 June he reported sick and was admitted to Fovant Military Hospital.  He was discharged to the Training Depot (No.3 Command Depot) on 26 June. 

In June 1918 his Next-of-Kin advised a change of address to ‘The Avenue’, Maryville, Newcastle.

On 25 July Oliver again went AWOL, returning to camp on 6 August.  Charges against him were dismissed and on 7 August he reported sick.  He was admitted to Fovant Hospital on 15 August.  

He was discharged to No.4 Command Depot, Hurdcott on 21 October.  He went AWOL from midnight on 22 November until 1420 hours on 23 November and was admonished for his absence and forfeited 1 days pay.
He marched out to the AAMC Training Depot at Parkhouse on 30 November 1918 and then to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth, on 12 December.

Oliver Sharp had been a member of 1ATC from February 1917 until his return to Australia in March 1919.  In that period he worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  

He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of his unit.  He also worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.


See also on this site:

Western Front Units / 1st Australian Tunnelling Company
/ Easter Raid 1917     &     / 25th April 1917

Oliver left England on 3 March 1919 on board H.T. Nevasa for return to Australia, disembarking at Sydney on 23 April 1919.
Oliver Sharp was discharged from the A.I.F. on 25 July 1919 as medically unfit due to his being gassed.  He was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In August 1922 his medical and service history was provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.
The Electoral Rolls for Cunnamulla, Queensland of 1926 through 1936 record Oliver Sharp, grazier, living at Coniston, Wyandra.

On 13 January 1928 Oliver wrote to Base Records requesting issue of his medals.  He wrote c/o G. Lauder of Woonoona Road, Northbridge, North Sydney, explaining that he had been in far western Queensland for the previous 8 years.  Witness to him collecting his medals on 19 January 1928 was Maude Lauder, (nee Sharp, Oliver’s sister) 

In 1938 Oliver married Mary Ann Whelan in Queensland.


The Electoral Rolls of 1943 thru 1949 record Oliver Sharp, grazier, living at Coniston, Wyandra, Queensland with Mary Ann.  The Roll of 1954 recorded Oliver Sharp, grazier, living with Mary Ann at Lennor Flats, Day Street, Breakfast Creek, Queensland.

The Queensland BDM records Oliver Sharp, son of Thomas Sharp and Janet Hutchison Blair, died in 1957. 

The Ryerson Index records:

Oliver Sharp died on 22 May 1957 in Queensland age 41; late of Aspley, Queensland formerly of Wyandra, Queensland.  A notice appeared in the Newcastle Herald on 29 May 1957.  It is possible the age of 41 could be transcription error for 61. 
The Electoral Roll records Mary Ann Sharp living at 184 Kirby Road, Aspley from 1958 through 1980. 

The Ryerson Index records:

Mary Ann Sharp died on 16 March 1995 at Southport age 90; late of Tamborine, formerly of Aspley, the notice appearing in the Gold Coast Bulletin of 18 March 1995.
The Queensland BDM records Mary Ann Whelan born 8 April 1904, daughter of Michael Joseph Whelan and Mary Ann Thomas.
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Note:

The photo of Oliver Sharp was amongst the memorabilia of Sapper John George Hope, also a member of 1ATC.  The photo was sent to us by Frances Wilkinson while we were researching the profile for Sapper Hope.  
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Oliver Sharp 
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The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





The Courier-Mail, Qld – Wednesday 23 October 1935:


SHARP – LAUDER. — The engagement is announced of Marion, elder Daughter of the late Mr. John Lauder and Mrs. Lauder, of "Mooroo", Wyandra, to Oliver Sharp, "Coniston," Wyandra, third Son of Mr. Thos. Sharp, Hamilton, N.S.W.





The Telegraph, Qld – Friday 6 May 1938:


SHARP - WHELAN. — On Thursday, May 6th, at Corpus Christi Church, Nundah, by the Rev. Father M. Jordan. Oliver Sharp, Coniston, Wyandra, to Ann Mary, the youngest daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Whelan, of Northgate.





1ATC War Diary:


March 1918


13th	Gas shells round Kit Kat during night of 12/13, shift come down this morning & a considerable number have to be evacuated including Lt Bates.  Details given in Appendix I





1st AUSTRALIAN TUNNELLING COMPANY


				Headquarters


17-3-18


		To  C. of M. & C.E.  22nd Corps


		From C.O. 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.


			Additional to Report on gassing on men at Kit Kat Dugout.


			The system is now free from gas and work has resumed.


			The following is a summary of the casualties:-


								Off	O.R.


			Evacuated from Westhoek		  -	 52


			         “	      from  Menin Road		  -	   1


			         “	      from H.Q. Camp		  1	  40


			Treatment in H.Q. Camp		  -	  35


								_________


						Total		  1        128


										Captain A.E.


							A/C.O.  1st Australia Tunnelling Company A.E.





APPENDIX 3


Monmouthshire Camp


								  13th March, 1918.





To O.C. No 2 Section


   1st Aust. Tun Coy, A.E.





With respect to the gassing of men of Nos 1 & 2 Sections at Kit Kat Dugouts last night I beg to report as follows:  At about 5.30 p.m. several shells, which failed to explode fell about 100 yards s.w. of the Dugouts, a small cloud of white smoke or vapour proceeded from them and they may have been gas shells, though no sign of gas as noted.  


  Shortly before 6 p.m. the enemy started shelling the Dugouts and dump with, I should judge 6 in H.E. Shells, this lasted until 7.15 p.m., shells falling at intervals of three to seven minutes. Subsequently a few shells fell in the vicinity at long intervals.


   At 1 a.m. the next morning I was in “B” Gallery and it was reported to me that gas shells were falling near the Dugout.  I immediately got all hands to get their gas helmets and to wear them at the alert.  One shell went through a corner of the kitchen and a number of others fell close by these evidently being small explosive gas shells, making a crater of about three feet in diameter.  At the stairway used as entrance in the adjoining gallery there was a slight mustard smell which did not affect the eyes or nose in any way.  I went to bed at 3.30 a.m. and was called at 5.30 a.m.  The first complaint I heard of any ill effects was from Sappers Lawson & Hickey, cooks at 6 a.m., who complained of sickness and pains in the eyes.  I at [once] went, sent them to Westhoek Dressing Station and instructed the N.C.O’s to get the names of all who were suffering from the affects of gas.  This resulted in my sending 8 more men to the dressing station shortly after 7 a.m.  I thought it advisable to send off all men of No 2 Section to Bavaria House as there was still a smell of gas on top and in parts of the Dugout.


   Some were feeling sick and others developed sickness, and soreness of the eyes on the road back to camp.  Personally although I was all thought the Dugouts and also on the surface at 3.30 a.m. I felt no ill affects whatever until reaching the Motor Lorries at Bavaria House, when my eyes started to get sore.  The two men of No 2 Section and 8 men of No 1 Section sent to Westhoek D.S. came across to the Dugouts and advised the sprinkling of bleaching powder over the shell holes, and offered to supply Mr Hill (who relieved me) with a quantity of it for this purpose.


					(sgd) J.H. BATE    Lieut.


					No 2 Section 1st Aust Tunn Coy. A.E.








