SAPPER ALFRED SHANKS

2464 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
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Born at Oxley, Victoria, Alfred Shanks enlisted in the A.I.F. at Melbourne on 5 Jan 1916, stating his age as 37 years 11 months and his Trade as Labourer.

His address at enlistment was Bobinawarrah, via Wangaratta and he named his brother James Shanks as his Next of Kin (NOK), recording that both his parents were deceased.

The Embarkation Roll for his unit records his NOK as his sister, Mrs Sarah Jane Mylrea, of Bobinawarrah Post Office via Wangaratta, Vic.

Alfred embarked from Sydney on 31st March 1916 on board HMAT A16 Star of Victoria, with the 2nd Reinforcements of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, disembarked at Marseilles, France, on 17th May 1916.

On the 2nd of June he was admitted to No. 26 Gen. Hosp., Etaples, with Neurasthenia.  He was embarked for England on 8th June and admitted to Ontario Military Hospital, Orpington, with Bronchitis.

On 18th July he was transferred to No. 1 Aux. Hosp., Harefield, with Bronchitis and on 31st July he was discharged to No.1 Comm. Depot, Perham Downs, for convalescence.

Alfred returned to France 19th October and was taken on strength of the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company on 13th November 1916.

23rd February 1917 saw Alfred admitted to 47th D.R.S. with Mumps, returning to his unit on 17th March.  

On 1st April 1917 he was admitted to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with Albuminures.  He was treated at the 13th General Hospital, Boulogne and on 27th May was again medically evacuated to England and admitted to Edmonton Military Hospital with Nephritis, his condition being dangerous.

Alfred was discharged from hospital to the Depot, Weymouth, on 20th August, and left England for Australia per H.T. A72 Beltana on 18th October 1917, disembarking at Melbourne 10th December 1917.  

A medical report by 11th Australian General Hospital on 2nd January 1918 records Alfred’s occupation as Railway Guard and his age as 44.

Alfred was Discharged from the A.I.F. in 3rd Military District on 18th January 1918, deemed to be ‘Medically Unfit’.

Alfred was granted a pension of 60 shillings per fortnight from 19 January 1918. 

He was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In May 2009, this website received the following:

“HI,

 

I am the webmaster and sometime archivist for The Godolphin School, in Salisbury England. I was reformatting some of our Archive pages on the website, when I came across some letters written by soldiers to the girls at the school during the First World War.

 

During WWI girls at The Godolphin School would make gifts to be sent to injured soldiers, and one set of presents went to the 13th General Hospital, Boulogue. Were one Alfred Shanks (from Australia) was.

 

He wrote a letter to the girls at Godolphin, I have included it here:

13th General Hospital.
Boulogue.
May 16th 1917

Dear -,

Just a note, hoping you are well and all the others there as I am recovering nicely. Well, dear girl, I got your nice little present, and I am very pleased with it. The Sister brought it up just now, and told me to write and let you know, but in case you don’t get this, please write and let me know. How are things at the School? I hope you are enjoying your school-days and getting on well. Well Miss, I am having quite a holiday now, as I am getting better, as I didn’t care how things went for a while. I was at Salisbury for awhile, and I did not like the place, it was too cold, as I am used to a little hotter, as I come from Australia. I will soon be sent to England now, as I am nearly fit to travel. I came Australia, so you will see I am not an Irishman, as they say I am. Ah well, dear friend, I must close now as I am in bed and short of news. With best wishes and all sorts of things to you.

I remain,
                                                                              Your friend now,
                                                                                        Alf Shanks, No. 2464”

From Victorian BDM:

James Clarke Shanks m. 1860 Rose Ann McAliece.

children:

James Clarke b. 1861 

Sarah Jane Woods b. 1862; m. 1897 Herbert William Mylrea

Catherine b. 1863; d. 1954 aged 90

Mary b. 1865

John b. 1867; d. 1943 aged 75

Anne b. 1869; d. 1874

Richard Faulkener b. 1872; m. 1911 Susan Newton; d. 1943 aged 71 (son of Jno Shanks & Jane McAliece)

William Johnston b. 1873; d. 1951 aged 77 (William James on death record)

David b. 1874; KIA 1917

Alfred b. 1877; m. 1919 (BDM date) Mary Jane Smith (d. 1938 aged 46) 

Victor Ernest b. 1880; d. 1898 age 19

David Shanks - 3217, Pte, 48th Battalion AIF, KIA 12 Oct 1917 at Passchendaele.

Buried - Tyne Cot British Cemetery, Passchendaele.

POB - Wangaratta, Vic.  POE Blackboy Hill, WA.  Postal address: Lyalls Mill, via Collie, WA.

NOK – brother, John Shanks of Bobinwarrah, Vic. (changed from James Shanks).

In October 1921 John Shanks advised new address of Lakefield, Docker, via Wangaratta, Vic., and thanked the Army for photos of Davids’ grave.
His personal effects, consisting of a knife and a cigarette lighter, were sent to his Legatee: Mrs Nellie Alexander of Lyalls Mill, via Collie, WA., in accordance with his Will.

Davids’ medals were sent to his brother John Shanks.  The Memorial Plaque and Scroll were issued at the counter to his sister, Mrs Mary Whitecross, on 7th March 1922, at the request of Davids’ eldest brother James Clark Shanks.

The Victorian BDM records: 

John Shanks b. 1867 son of John Clarke Shanks and Rose Ann MACLISE

Jno Shanks d. 1943 aged 75 – son of Jno Shanks and Jane McAliece
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includes information provided by Doug MacLaren-Smith
The following history is an extract from “BEYOND THE CRESTED WAVE”.  Compiled by Gloria Newton and received from Doug MacLaren-Smith:

Alfred Shanks 1877-1959

9th child of James Shanks & Roseanna McAliece 

Alfred Shanks was the 6th son, born to Roseanna McAliece and James Clarke Shanks.  He also received his education at the Hurdle Creek West School and grew up in the Oxley district, remaining there until 1906, when he accompanied his brother to Collie.  

After remaining in Western Australia for 10 years, Alfred thought it his patriotic duty to fight for King and Country. He enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on January 5th 1916.  During March of that year, Alfred came home on final leave, he was presented with a gold watch bought for him by the residents of the district.  Mr. D. Cozens and C. C. McAliece made the presentation. 

On March 31st 1916, Alfred embarked for the United Kingdom with 2nd reinforcement group for the Mining Corps.  He sailed from Sydney per HMAT A16 "Star of Victoria”.  From December 1916, after training at Camp Salisbury, Alfred served in France and Flanders with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.  

Alfred was wounded in France and on May 23rd 1917, his kinsfolk received word that he was seriously ill.  On June 23rd 1917, Alfred was transferred from France to Edmonton Military Hospital, London, where he progressed favourably.  In a letter to his sister Catherine, he mentioned that the 2nd Tunnelling Coy had been doing great work in the recent Messines operations.  

Alfred recovered and was sent home and discharged on October 18th 1917.  Sapper Alfred Shanks (2464) received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

The North Eastern Despatch printed the following paragraph on the welcome home social held for Alfred Shanks.

‘At the Milawa Hall on Wednesday, January 30th 1918 the residents of Bobinawarrah held a social evening to welcome home Sapper Alfred Shanks. Mr. Brown, in a hall filled to capacity, spoke in flattering terms of Alfred’s many good qualities and congratulated him on the manly part he played in the War, he expressed the pleasure all present felt at her safe return. The residents of the district presented Alfred with a gold Red Cross presented him with a silver cup.  

Two old Schoolmates of Alfred, William Simpson and David Cozens, related some interesting reminiscences of their School days, recounting mate, which Alf Shanks invariably figured as leader. 

All the speakers made feeling reference to the guests brother, the late David Shanks who died fighting for his country. Alfred on rising to respond was given a great on reception. He thanked them heartily for their valuable presents, and for the kind things said of him.  He felt that he only done his duty.’

In 1925 Alfred married Mary Jane Smith, daughter of James Smith and Mary Booth.  They resided in Bobinawarrah, where the birth of their only child, Richard, was celebrated in 1926.  At the age of 12, Richard lost his beloved mother.  Her death at the age of 46 yrs, was a devastating blow to her young family.  

Richard moved to Albury in late in the late 1940s in search of employment. Alfred had faced many distressing ordeals in the past, horrors of war and the deaths of his brothers Ernest and David, then the loss of his dear wife, but nothing could prepare him for the news he was about to receive.  A tragic accident, which occurred on Monday, August 8th 1949, had claimed the life of his only child.  Richard at the age of 23 years was killed in a road accident along with Frederick John Burt, who were both passengers in a truck driven by Ronald Regan.  At the inquest held on Wednesday, October 22nd it was reported by Norman Lloyd, transport driver, that the road between the Vine Hotel and Wangaratta was dangerous.  Mr. Lloyd was from Albury and he said that he had driven transports for the past 12 years.  Ronald Regan, who was transporting a load of rabbits to Melbourne, was accompanied by Richard Shanks.  The two men had left Albury at 1 pm; they stopped at Barnawatha, where they picked up Frederick John Burt who was hitchhiking.  The man aged 35, resided at 7 Kent St, Hawthorn. Unfortunately the driver lost control of the vehicle and it careered out of control and overturned, finally stopping after it struck a clump of trees near the highway between the Vine Hotel and the long bridge North Wangaratta.  Richard Shanks and Mr. Burt were both thrown from the vehicle on impact.  Dr. McSweeney stated that both men died instantaneously.  The Deputy Coroner found that Richard Shanks and Frederick Burt died as a result of injuries accidentally received in the accident.  Alfred's remaining kinsfolk had moved to Melbourne, he followed settling in Heidelberg, where he passed away in 1959 at the age of 84 years.

