LIEUTENANT WILLIAM SHAFFREY

1st Tunnelling Company

Navan County Meath, Ireland was the birthplace of William Shaffrey on August 15, 1872 the son of Christopher and Bridget (nee Farelly) Shaffrey.  He arrived in Queensland from Melbourne, Victoria on November 2, 1895 on the steamer Wodonga as a steerage passenger.

He was married on December 26, 1898 to Anastatia Quinlan in Queensland.  In 1903 was mining at Redcap, Mungana, Qld.  Two years later he is mentioned mining copper in the district of Chillagoe:

The Northern Miner Friday October 20, 1905

MINING

CHILLAGOE AND DISTRICT MINING GOSSIP

Shaffrey and Anderson have a promising copper lode about 2 miles N.E. of O.K.  They have about 3ft of ore showing, which is worth 30 per cent copper.

Chillagoe October 14th 1905.

Article abridged

He moved to cane farming in the Wide Bay District of Central Queensland and in the following articles he is mentioned:

The Brisbane Courier Wednesday June 21, 1911

THE PRICE OF CANE

AN INCREASE WANTED

DEPUTATION FROM MT BAUPLE GROWERS

A deputation representing the sugar growers of Mt Bauple district waited upon the Treasurer (Hon W.H. Barnes) yesterday afternoon with a view to placing before him a request for increased prices for the cane supplied to the Bauple Mill.  Mr H.F. Walker M.L.A. introduced the deputation, which consisted of Messrs W.B. Jones, W. Shaffrey and R.W. Seougall.   








Article abridged
The Brisbane Courier Friday July 19, 1912

WIDE BAY FEDERAL DIVISION

A meeting was held at Gundiah on Wednesday evening to form a section of the Queensland People’s Progressive League.  Mr J.A. Austin presided.  After addresses provided by Mr J.W. Partridge (Organiser for the Q.P.P.L.), Councillor Charles and the chairman; the following officers were elected: Chairman, Councillor Charles; vice-chairman, Mr Cowan; secretary and treasury, Mr Shaffrey; roll secretary Mr Sheehan and a committee of 20.

At the Brisbane Recruiting Depot on December 9, 1915 at forty-four years of age the farmer and former miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Attestation Forms were completed which describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 86-90cms (34-35½ins).  Complexion was dark with light brown eyes that tested to good vision and grey hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar on his right forearm and right ankle.  Religion was Roman Catholic and next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Ana Shaffrey of Goochie North Coast Line, Qld.

On January 8, 1916 he signed a Statutory Declaration while training with the Field Engineers’ Company at Enoggera camp, Brisbane authorising the A.I.F. to pay his wife Ana Shaffrey four shillings of his pay in support of her.

He applied for a Commission in the Tunnelling Company, A.I.F. on April 3, 1916 after passing the medical examination.  Educational qualifications on the form state he was educated at the Public School, Navan, Meath, Ireland and thorough knowledge of mining with 27 years’ experience as a mining manager.  Military qualifications were five weeks with the Engineer Officers’ School of Instruction and eleven weeks with the Mining Corps in Queensland.  The address of his wife was now Hilton Road Gympie, Qld.  On April 5, 1916 he was recommended as Second Lieutenant with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company.  This was gazetted in issue 54 of 1916 in the Commonwealth Government Gazette.

The No. 5 Tunnelling Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   

Early in May 1916 No. 4 company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.  

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on August 30, 1916 and marched into the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot a few days later.  On October 10 he was temporarily attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On October 28, 1916 he was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company in the field remaining until December 1 when he was attached to the 1st Aust Tunnelling Company.

He was appointed on New Year’s Day 1917 to the rank of Lieutenant.

Service continued until June 12, 1917 when he went to the 6th London Field Ambulance N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and placed on the Seconded List as invalid.  After two days was moved to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and admitted with shell shock (slight) and then sent to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer.

In the Unit Diary for the 1st Tunnelling Company the following was entered :

Poperinghe – June, 1917


7/12th
Enemy shelled craters consistently 


Carried our small repairs in dugouts


Constructed trench through lip of “A” crater


Constructed  2 O.Ts across No Man’s Land on right of cutting.


5 men wounded; 1 killed.

Base Record advised his wife on June 27, 1917 that her husband had been admitted to hospital with shell shock.

On July 10, 1917 he was transferred to England entering the 4th London General Hospital with slight Neurasthenia (Nervous condition, constantly worried to point of exhaustion).

Lieutenant was discharged to the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Down’s camp on September 6, 1917.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in:

The Brisbane Courier Monday July 16, 1917

THE ROLL OF HONOUR

CASUALTY LIST 323

IN OTHER STATES

New South Wales:

Wounded: Lieut Wm Shaffrey (shell shock) Gympie.                                   Article abridged

He proceeded overseas to France on September 19, 1917 to the A.G.B.D. at Havre then returned to the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 27 for duty the next day.

On October 31, 1917 he was slightly wounded in action but remained on duty. On November 9 was admitted to the 97th Field Ambulance (N.Y.D.) and placed on Seconded List and moved to the 3rd Aust C.C.S. the next day in connection with his wounding on October 31.  Two days later was relocated to the 15th C.C.S. with shell shock “W” and on November 19 went to Rouen entering the 1st Red Cross Hospital at Le Touquet.

Mrs Shaffrey was advised by Base Records on November 7 that her husband had been wounded but remained on duty.

The hospital ship Brighton conveyed him to England on November 22 and admitted with Shell Shock “A” (mild) to the Duchess of Westminster hospital.  Base Records advised his wife on December 7 that her husband had been sent to hospital in England.

He was discharged from hospital on December 17 to the 6th Auxiliary Hospital after assessment by the Medical Board as unfit for further duty.

Lieutenant Shaffrey embarked on January 30, 1918 on the transport H.T. Euripides for Australia due to Shell Shock Neurosis.  His appointment was terminated and struck of strength.  Base Records notified his wife on February 15, 1918 of his impending return.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on February 21, 1918 then by rail to Sydney (2nd M.D.).

His appointment was terminated with the A.I.F. in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on April 24, 1918. 

On July 1, 1920 he was placed on the Reserve of Officer’s List in the rank of Lieutenant and transferred to the Retired List on August 21, 1932 with permission.

The British War Medal (19233) and the Victory Medal (18754) were issued to Lieutenant William Shaffrey, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

A full Statement of his Service was issued to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane on May 2, 1923.

Snippets of his activities appeared in the Brisbane newspaper:

The Brisbane Courier Friday November 23, 1923

ASPLEY L.P.A.

The monthly meeting of the Aspley L.P.A. was held on November 20, the president Mr H.J. Hobbs in the chair.  Mr W. Shaffrey was elected secretary.                        





 Article abridged
The Brisbane Courier Saturday June 7, 1924

POULTRYMAN’S NEEDS

NEW COUNCIL FORMED

On the suggestion of the Council of Agriculture, a conference of poultrymen opened at the Old Trades Hall yesterday morning, with Mr T. Fanning in the chair.  Mr W. Shaffrey was appointed secretary of the conference, and thereupon presented correspondence dealing with the further organisation dealing with poultry.  It was urged that they should form a council on which the N.U.P.B.A. could be represented.                        Article abridged
His name appears in the 1925 Register of Tunnelling Company Officers – Roll of Honour – for France, Flanders and Gallipoli 1915-1918.  His name was spelt Chaffrey and his address was Raub Australian Gold Mine Coy, Pahang, Federated Malay States.

A year later he is chairman of the Distressed Diggers’ Committee in Brisbane:

The Brisbane Courier Monday December 6, 1926

SANDGATE

Sandgate Distressed Diggers’ Fund—on Saturday afternoon, the Central Hall Sandgate was decorated with streamers, flags, palms & greenery, the occasion being a bazaar in aid of the local Distressed Diggers’ Fund.  The effort was due to the work of the Brighton ladies, assisted by a committee of gentlemen comprising Mr W. Shaffrey (chairman), J.H. Mitchell (secretary) and E.J. Gandy, H.S. Sackett, H. Robinson.  The bazaar was opened by Mr A.E. White president of the Sandgate Sub-branch R.S.S.A.I.L.A.  The Sandgate Band rendered music throughout the day.  In the evening in conjunction with the local sub-branch, a successful social and dance was held.  

Article abridged

A Statement of Service was issued from Base Records to the Repatriation Commission on July 13, 1936.

In 1937 he and his wife appear on the Electoral Roll for Merthyr residing at 6 Welsey Court, Welsey Street, New Farm, Brisbane. 

William Shaffrey died on November 1, 1943 aged 73 years.  A family notice was placed in:

The Courier-Mail Tuesday November 2, 1943

FUNERALS

SHAFFREY, Mr William, 149 Hardgrave Road, West End—Relatives & Friends of Mrs A. Shaffrey are respectfully advised that the Funeral of her beloved Husband is appointed to leave the Roman Catholic Church of St Francis, Dornoch Terrace, This (Tuesday) at 10 o’clock, for Nudgee Cemetery, arriving 10.50.   No flowers.  Mass will be celebrated at 6 a.m.

METROPOLITAN FUNERALS
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His wife Ana died on May 15, 1961.  Their grave is located in Nudgee Cemetery, Brisbane in Section C1-01 in grave number 9.

Photo sourced from Nudgee Cemetery Records

His War Service is commemorated with a commemorative plaque in the Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane on Wall 4 in Row H.
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