SAPPER RICHARD SELLS
3369 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Gundagai, New South Wales was the birthplace of Richard Sells in 1878 the son of John and Johanna (nee Hurley) Sells.  

He followed mining to the Mineral Fields of North Queensland where in 1908 he was a miner at Richmond and later at the Gillmore Tin Mines, Chillagoe district.  In 1909 he was at Mt Oxide, near Cloncurry.

He is mentioned in 1911 in mining notes from the district in the:

Northern Miner Saturday June 3, 1911:
CHILLAGOE
It is reported that Richard Sells has discovered rich tin between Muldiva and the Tate township and washed 4ozs to the dish.

His mining ventures took him to Abingdon Downs in 1913 and then to Wolfram.

At the recruiting depot in Cairns on 21 December, 1915 the thirty-seven-year-old single miner from Wolfram applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms(37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and further describe him as weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  

Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Kate Sells of Annandale Street, Annandale, Leichhardt, NSW and later changed to her married name Mrs Kate Juleff of “Lynwood”, 13 Toothill Road, Petersham, Sydney, NSW.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was given by the:

Cairns Post Friday December 24, 1915:
THIS WEEK’S VOLUNTEERS
The volunteers for the Australian Imperial Forces, at Cairns for the week ending 23 December, 1915 are: —Richard Sells, Dimbulah, James Doherty, Forsayth, 				Article abridged to Tunnellers

Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane until 21 January, 1916 moving to “A” Company, 35th Battalion to 15 February then placed with the Reserve Company until March 20.  He was then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company (1st Military District).Sapper Richard Sells
Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Trees shared by Lucy Green on 5 May 2015


The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 12 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The rank of Sapper and the regimental number 3369 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  
He participated in the Inspection of Troops before departure reported in the:
Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:
THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK
“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.                      
Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.	
Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.
One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.
At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth and marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 30 September he was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working on the Hill 63 dugouts at Bailleul.

He went sick on 16 April, 1917 to the 6th London Field Ambulance with infection of connective tissue of his thumb and ten days later was discharged to duty.

Dental treatment was required on 22 July, 1917 at the 50th Field Ambulance and again on 15 August, 1917.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Entered the 4th Field Ambulance with boils on 7 June, 1918 then sent to the 5th Convalescent Field Ambulance the next day until moved to the 19th Casualty Clearing Station on June 14 with debility.  Two days later was transferred by Ambulance Train no.2 to the 9th General Hospital in Rouen.

He was invalided to England on June 19 on the hospital ship Panama entering the Infantry Hospital at Woking with debility from injury to his neck (slight) and infection of connective tissue.

On 15 July, 1917 was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield and two days later was discharged to furlough to report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on July 31.  He reported from Headquarters as ordered.

Sapper marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill on 6 September and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 6 October, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  Marched out on October 13 to re-join his unit.

He signed a letter to the Premier of Queensland in February, 1918 which was published in the: 
Daily Standard Tuesday April 30, 1918:
SOLDIERS’ TRIBUTE – LABOR GOVERNMENT APPRECIATED – PRE-ELECTION LETTER
The following letter has been received by the Premier (Mr T.F. Ryan):
“We, the undersigned members of the A.I.F. and electors of Queensland, wish to tender you our sincere congratulations on the able and statesmanlike manner in which you and your party have conducted the affairs of the State during your term of office.  We sincerely trust that the people of Queensland will continue in supporting your Government, and that you shall ever retain their confidence and goodwill.
“Your conduct towards the Returned Soldiers Settlement Scheme is welcomed by us, and particularly so when we know of the obstacles which have been placed in your path by what is known to us as the “Reichstag of Queensland’—the Upper House.
“At the next general election, we hope that there will be another referendum to decide the fate of this House which has long been a serious obstacle to the placing of democratic reform on the Statute Books of Queensland.
“We are confident that your party has proved by deeds, and not by words, how beneficial a real Labor party can be to the State in which it administers, and we heartily wish you every success in your work and administration.  Assuring you of our heartfelt support and co-operation, —We are, dear Sir, sincerely yours.
    R. Sells, Cook;
Members of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, B.E.F., France.		February 15, 1918.
     									Article abridged


He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 19 November, 1918 he was accidentally injured being admitted to the E.L. Field Ambulance with a fractured rib and bronchitis.  Two days later was sent to the 37th Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.7 to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen for treatment of a fractured rib.  On 2 December was again invalided to England by the hospital ship Grantilly Castle entering the 5th Southern General Hospital in Portsmouth with a fractured rib left side.

Sapper was discharged on 21 December, 1918 to furlough to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 6 January, 1919 on expiration of leave.

Base Records advised his sister on 3 January, 1919 that he was in hospital in England.

Sapper Sells embarked as an invalid on the hospital ship Delta from Devonport, England on 25 January, 1919.  

His name appeared in the Casualty List appearing in the:
The Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday January 30, 1919:
ROLL OF HONOUR – 193 QUEENSLANDERS
The Casualty List No. 456 was released by the Censors and included 193 Queenslanders:
	Spr. Richard Sells, Petersham, NSW						
Article abridged


His sister was further advised by Base Records on 13 February, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The transport arrived in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 7 March, 1919.

News of their arrival in Melbourne was reported in the:
Age Tuesday March 11, 1919:
RETURNING SOLDIERS – A BIG DISEMBARKATION
Another large complement of returned Victorian soldiers arrived by the Bay steamer Courier from the quarantine station yesterday.  The Ulysses and Delta, which brought the men from England, had on board 450 men and 410 soldiers respectively.  Yesterday was the eighth day of the Ulysses in quarantine, but the Delta only reached the station on Friday last.  A number of the men on this vessel protested against the quarantining of the Delta, and the protest took formal shape.  When the objection was made known to authorities, the order was given the troops should disembark with those on the Ulysses.  The decision greatly pleased the men, who longed for home.
				Article abridged


The soldiers for other States continued on for Sydney (2nd Military District) with their New South Wales counterpart’s disembarkation covered in the:

[bookmark: _Hlk50031644]Sydney Morning Herald Monday March 24, 1919
RETURNED SOLDIERS - LANDING OF THE DELTA MEN
Under perfect weather conditions which made up in a measure for the week’s detention in quarantine at North Head, over 400 soldiers who were brought to Australia in the Delta landed on Saturday morning at Woolloomooloo Bay.  	
Continues:
Red Cross motor cars were in readiness to take the men to the Anzac Buffet in the Domain, where the Headquarters Australian Army reserves Band played while tea was handed round by members of Voluntary Aid Detachments.  
Hardly a word of complaint was heard.  On the other hand, several of the returned men spoke highly of the attention they had received while in quarantine from the Red Cross and War Chest organisations.  As one soldier put it: “We had a good trip from the old country, and we have come ashore a happy crowd.”      Article abridged
									

The transport sailed onto Brisbane (1st Military District) where the troops were conveyed up the Brisbane River on the steamer Koopa to the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital for disembarkation.  Their arrival was reported in the:
Brisbane Courier Tuesday March 25, 1919:
SOLDIERS’ ARRIVAL – THE DELTA CONTINGENT
A large crowd assembled at the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital grounds yesterday afternoon to welcome home the batch of soldiers who returned by the Delta.  The steamer Koopa conveyed the soldiers up the river, and presented a striking sight, laden with khaki-clad heroes and gaily bedecked with bunting.  
The appearance of the Koopa at the entrance to the New Farm reach was the signal for the salvo of whistling by other steamers in the river.  Hearts beat faster as soldier sons, brothers or sweethearts were recognised and the assembled relatives and friends waited impatiently while the little group consisting of Colonel Mallet (representing the State Commandant and other military officials, the Mayor and Mayoress of Brisbane (Alderman and Mrs C.P. Buchanan) and Mr W.N. Gillies, M.L.A. made the soldiers welcome home.
During the trip from Lytton enjoyable selections of music were played by the Military Band, and dainty refreshments were provided by the Red Cross Kitchen Workers, headed by Mrs Dale.
The soldiers numbered 192 and three nurses also returned from duty.


He would have appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point the same day.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 8 May, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Announcement of the North Queensland soldiers’ final arrival to Cairns was in the:
Cairns Port Tuesday 6 May, 1919:
SOLDIERS ARRIVE
The following soldiers are due to arrive by the Kuranda to-day: R. Sells			Article abridged

Two soldiers made their final journey home overland to Wolfram from Cairns to a welcome home social with the event shared in the:
Cairns Post Thursday May 22, 1919:
WOLFRAM NOTES
There was a nice turnout at a welcome home social given to two of our brave soldier boys, W. Tudehope and R. Sells who have seen a lot of hardship at the front.


The British War Medal (16098) and the Victory Medal (17095) were issued for service for his country to Sapper 3369 Richard Sells, 1st Tunnelling Company.

By 1925 Richard had moved to the Gemfields at Rubyvale, near Emerald in Central Queensland and continued to work as a miner.

He was mentioned in the small Obituary of his brother John’s death in Brisbane in 1930:
Brisbane Courier Thursday April 3, 1930:
SELECTOR’S DEATH
CARDWELL, April 2.
Mr John Sells, a selector on Kennedy Creek, was found dead in his bed on Sunday. The deceased, who was 63 years of age, was a native of Gundagai (NSW), and prior to talking up land some few years ago at Kennedy Creek followed mining on the Etheridge, Cloncurry and other prominent fields.  The deceased is survived by a brother, Mr Richard Sells, of Cloncurry and Mrs Juleff, of Sommerhill (NSW).


His listing in the Electoral Rolls at Rubyvale as a miner continued up to 1937.

Richard Sells died on 18 October, 1937 aged about 59 years.  He had been an inmate at the Goodna Asylum of Insane at Wacol, about 20kms from Brisbane.

The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his Service Records from Base Records which were forwarded on 12 January, 1938.
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Footnote:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Goodna Asylum for Insane was known by that name until 1940 and the Institution accepted patients for various reasons including epilepsy, head injury, alcoholism, congenital defects, depression, unsound mind and senile dementia and patients could be treated there on a short or long-term basis. 
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