HARRY VERNON SEALE

Lieutenant – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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It was in East Maitland, NSW on October 3, 1886 Harry Vernon Seale was born, the youngest child of ten children of John and Maria Seale.  
In June 1904 he sat and passed the junior public examination conducted by the Sydney of University.
In the 1906 examinations held at the Sydney Technical College he received passes in Inorganic Chemistry (Theoretical); Assaying - second-year first grade and Metallurgy - second-year –second grade.

He studied at the Sydney Technical College’s Mining Course becoming the holder of a Mine Manager’s Certificate.  In 1915 his civil employment was a Metallurgist. 
The establishment of the Australian Mining Corps had commenced early in September, 1915 with experienced military personnel receiving the founding roles for mobilisation and a call for skilled engineers for technical staff.  

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW Harry applied to enlist with the Australian Royal Engineers for active service abroad on September 29, 1915.  

Personal particulars on the Application are as follows:  Age was 28 years and 11 months, single, 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement of 95cms (37½ins).  
His postal address was ‘Mindaribba’, Malton Road, Beecroft, NSW.  The Medical Officer declared him fit for active service and was accepted by the Returning Officer the same day. 

Attestation forms were completed which add further information about him.  He weighed 70.9kgs (156lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes and dark hair.  His vision was good and Church of England was given as his faith.  

His father John Seale of ‘Mindaribba’ Beecroft, NSW was named as next-of-kin.  At the Engineer Depot, Moore Park, Sydney, NSW was sworn in on Monday October 4, 1915.  He then attended the Engineers’ Officers’ Training School and rejoined the Mining Corps on December 12, 1915.

He married at East Maitland on 20 December 1915 to Isabel Mary Everitt Butler (born 1894 in Sydney, NSW) the youngest daughter of Charles Frederick and Emily Edith Butler.

During the final stages of mobilisation for departure further forms of Attestation were completed on February 11, 1916.  Additional information now includes previous military experience of Engineer Reinforcements and Engineer School.  

His next-of-kin became his wife Mary Everett Seale care of C.T. Butler Esq, James Street, East Maitland NSW with two-fifths of his pay going to support her.

At the same time he applied for a Commission with the Mining Corps having qualified at a competitive examination for first appointment on November 19, 1915 with the above military qualifications.  

Formal recommendation of the appointment of 2nd Lieutenant with No 3 Coy, Mining Corps had been gazetted in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No 188 of 1915. 

The Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday February 19, 1916 announced these positions before departure:
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At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’, and on the left rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

2nd Lieutenant Seale boarded Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

During the forced stay in Western Australia, changes in the personnel of the various companies were made.  On March 13, 1916 he was attached for duty with No 4 Section then to No 3 Section which came under the leadership of Lt G.W. Whyte, 2/Lt H.V. Seale and 2/Lt A.C. Morris.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  
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The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.  2/Lieutenant Seale was assigned to the 3rd Tunnelling Company and it seems received some immediate training with the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

The End of War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company summarises from the War Diary at the end of June and the beginning of July, 1916 these details:
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On July 6 the Lieutenant was admitted to No 7 General Hospital at St Omer diagnosed with a gunshot wound to his nose; the condition marked as ‘mild’.  His wife received this Telegram:
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By July 15 a cable was sent from England to his next-of-kin advising he was seriously ill, it reads:
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When hearing this news Mrs Seale sent a Telegram back to Base Records, it is postmarked July 21:
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Base Records replied with the following lettergram on July 22:
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On July 16, 1916 Lt Seale was evacuated to England on the hospital ship Cambria from Boulogne, France and admitted to hospital in England diagnosed with a dislocated hip and lacerated nose.  By mid-August his wife received additional information and again at the end of the month:



At the 3rd London General Hospital on 5 September, 1916 a Medical Board met regarding the Lieutenant’s condition.  The next day on September 6 he was transferred to No 6 Aust. Auxiliary Hospital to convalesce his injuries of a dislocated right hip and lacerated nose etc.  

The proceedings of the Medical Board were discussed at the War Office London on September 9 with a Return to Australia granted when well enough to travel.  He was discharged from hospital on September 26, 1916 and spent some time in the 3rd Northern General Hospital (Otitiz Media) until October 11 then was admitted to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital until departure.

The hospital ship Karoola departed Southampton on October 16, 1916 and Lieutenant Seale returned to Australia for discharge as medically unfit with dislocated R. hip and gunshot wound.   The same day was Struck off Strength of Unit by Military Order 148/17.

Mrs Mary Seale wrote to the Defence Department asking if the boat her husband was returning on would call in the West and about what date she could expect him here.  Their reply on November 20 advised that her husband was returning on the H.S. Karoola which was due in Fremantle in about four days time. 

The hospital ship docked at Melbourne, Victoria (3rd M.D.) on December 2, 1916 and then by train to Sydney (2nd M.D.) 

His return was reported in the local newspaper:

He was examined on December 13, 1916 at 157 Macquarie Street, Sydney.  The report states:


On April 20, 1917 the officer was examined by a Medical Board at Victoria Barracks which recommended ‘return to duty’ and was instructed to report to S.O. Returned Soldiers (2nd M.D.) that day.  

A letter dated August 31, 1917 stated that the allotment of Officers to the Tunnelling Reinforcements was arranged by Headquarters (C. of O.) and no action had been taken by the 3rd Military District to allot the Lieutenant.

In mid-September, 1917 duties at Seymour Camp with Technical Units had been modified greatly and Captain Rowe who had been brought from the 2nd Military District was leaving.  A report on whether arrangements for officers of the Mining and Signalling men, having experience and sympathy with the personnel to which they would be associated with, could take over command.  

On September 26, 1917 the Department of Defence’s secretary formerly advised that the services of Capt E.T.V. Rowe were no longer required and a Returned Officer (Lt H.V. Seale) will be appointed O.C. Technical Battalion in his place.  Signal Engineer Officers were satisfactory and a report on Mining Officers would be forwarded at an early date.

A further examination took place on October 16, 1917 at the Clearing Hospital, Bendigo, Vic by Major Morton and Captain Wright and they considered that the Officer was not at present fit for overseas service but had shown medical improvement since examined two months ago and likely to become fit.  They recommended he be re-examined in three months’ time.

He is photographed at the Bendigo Military Camp with Headquarters Staff which was published in the:

Bendigonian on November 1, 1917:

Brigadier-General Sellheim signed a letter on October 31, 1917 attaching a report showing that the Lieutenant was presently unfit but likely to become fit.  The writer reported Seale had been in Australia since December, 1916, and it was high time that his case was finalised, by either his return to duty abroad or termination of his appointment in the A.I.F.  He asked did they recommend the termination of his A.I.F. appointment and reappoint him to the Home Service position of O.C. Technical Battalion.

The Chief of Ordnance replied informing that Lt H.V. Seale was still a member of the A.I.F. and had been passed as fit for Active Service.  However, owing to recent developments it was understood that some doubt was cast on his fitness and a report had been called for.  The Lieutenant was at present acting in the capacity of officer in charge of the Technical Battalion and the results of the report and action regarding the position of O.C. Technical Battalion would be forthcoming.

It was thought that Lt Seale would be of much value at Seymour camp given his knowledge of recent methods at the Front and from that point of view, his services as an instructor should be made available. It would also give him useful employment in the Training of Technical Units pending his re-allotment to the A.I.F.  By November 16, 1917 Major Goold had taken over and in command which left no necessity to retain Lt Seale as Acting Adjutant at Seymour Technical Battalion, Victoria.

The Department of Defence’s Minute Paper dated December 5, 1917 records it was proposed to inform the Commandant, 3rd Military District, that Lieut. H.V. Seale would be retained in the A.I.F. until January 31, 1918.  If he was not fit for further active service, his appointment will be terminated and would be available to be called up for duty as O/C Technical Battalion or in another capacity desirable to the Commandant.  A further paragraph on the memo added and dated December 28, 1917 requests an urgent report so that allotment could be arranged early for overseas as an Adjutant or Quartermaster.  A Codicil to the memo from the O.C. 5th A.G.H. Caulfield, Vic advised that Lt Seale had been instructed to report at 3p.m. on Thursday January 10, 1918.  

The results of this examination at 5 A.G.H. are as follows:


As a result a memorandum from 5 A.G. Hospital, St Kilda Road dated January 17 requested urgent arrangements to be placed before the P.M.R.B. to have Seale’s case finalised in accordance with the Minute Paper of January 9, 1918.

Official proceedings from Headquarters (3rd M.D.) on February 6, 1918 recommended his Appointment be Terminated as from February 18, 1918 and appeared in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No 23 dated February 21, 1918.

His appointment was terminated on February 18, 1918.

For his active service abroad Lieutenant Harry Vernon Seale, 3rd Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (33277) and the Victory Medal (32862).

On 5 August 1919 he and W. Shellshear received a patent on an apparatus for the concentration of ores.  The application for patents had been filed on 30 June 1915.
In the 1925 Register of Tunnelling Company Officers Roll of Honour he is listed as:


Seale, H.V., Lieut, 3 Coy, Junction North Mine, Broken Hill, NSW.


In October 1926 he resigned as Superintendent of the Junction North Mine and signed a contract with the Malay Siamese Company which has four properties in Singapore, Straits Settlements.

Around 1934 he became a member of the Sydney A.E.M.M. & B.C and Tunnellers’ Association.  His address was 36 Hastings Street, Turramurra then after 1970 is marked as 14c Western Road, Mowll Village, Castle Hill, Sydney.  


He was made a director of Mount Chalmers Ltd.:

He joined the Australian Army during World War II enlisting in Sydney on October 2, 1942. His rank was Captain with the Service No NX129169 (N74297).  When discharged on May 25, 1944 his posting was with 3 R R Battalion.

A Statement of Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Department on July 10, 1959.

Harry was notified of the impending 1974 reunion:


Harry replied with a letter advising ‘age prevents attending’ and enclosing $2.

‘Ponty’ Seale and his son had attended the 1949 Tunnellers Old Comrades Association annual dinner and was mentioned in the annual Circular put out by John MacDiamid Royle.  ‘Ponty’ Seale also attended the 1950 annual dinner. 
The 1963 Circular records:
‘PONTE SEALE is still going strong and has lunch at the Imperial Service Club frequently and dinner there on Friday evenings.’  His address is recorded as 36 Hastings Road, Turramurra.
In the 1967 Circular John Royle records:
I occasionally see Ponty Seale, No. 3 Co. at the Imperial Services Club who looks well and I think is still in harness.

In 1968 the Circular printed a letter from Alex Kennedy which included:
‘If you see Ponty, Col. Morris and Bill Anderson, would you remember me to them, also if you write to Bill McBride tell him I’m still above ground.’
John Royle also advised:

I have some further sad news for you - dear old George Wilkins lost his wife, Phil a few weeks ago.  Ponty and I were able to attend her funeral.  

The passing of Harry Vernon Seale was announced in the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday June 9, 1979:

His service is commemorated in the New South Wales Garden of Remembrance at the Sydney War Cemetery at Rookwood on Wall 1, Panel C.

from Harry’s daughter Elizabeth Bliss:

“He did recover from his war injuries to lead a very active life.  He worked in Broken Hill until about 1925.  He then moved to Penang with his wife and daughter Joan, leaving his two sons in the care of relatives.

Elizabeth was born in 1927 and in 1928 the family moved back to Australia.  

In 1929 Harry (always known as ‘Pontey’) joined the Akmana expedition to New Guinea to prospect for gold.

It seems that Harry was always keen for adventure.

Many of his family lived in the Beecroft area and it is believed that a full cricket team with all members of the Seale family.  This was before the war.”

Elizabeth also provided a copy of an article: “Akmana: A new name in the continuing story of New Guinea exploration”, written by Ernie Shepherd which appeared in the Pacific Islands Monthly – April, 1917.

The article recounts in some detail the history of Ernie, Sam Freeman, H.V. (“Pontey”) Seale, Reg Beazley and Bill MacGregor who comprised the field party of the Akmana Gold Prospecting Co. when they arrived in Madang in September 1929.  All had had overseas service in the A.I.F. and previous New Guinea experience. 

In the 38-foot cruiser Banyandah, which they had shipped up from Sydney, they set off up the coast and into the Sepik River headed for Marienberg.  From there the party set off up-river towing five canoes loaded with petrol drums three-quarters filled with perishables so they would float in case of capsize of the canoes.  By October 10 they were at Yimas on the Arrabundio, a tributary of the Karrawaddi (now called the Karawari).

After prospecting in the area, they trekked overland to the Upper Karawari, crossing the range at 4,500 feet to the Upper Yuat.  Sam Freeman, a veteran of the Boer War and of World War 1 with service at Gallipoli, decided he could not go on, and the party turned back as a whole.

Before setting off on the return journey the party made first contact with the wigmen.  Beazley had gone ahead of the main party and found himself the centre of interest for about 150 Highlands warriors with bows and arrows.

Apparently they had been watching the movements of the party for some days and now chose to make themselves visible.  The warriors were curious and friendly, but Beazley retraced his steps to his previous night’s camp.  There he was met by another 200 warriors, and since the first group had followed him downstream he found himself the centre of interest of 400 odd Highlanders who had never before seen a white man.

The party also made first contact with some “little people”, considerably under normal native height.  

One of Harry’s brothers also served in World War 1.

18744 Gunner Frank Lancelot Seale, a 31-year-old Electrical Engineer embarked aboard Argyllshire on 11 May 1916, arriving in France at the end of December that year.  A member of 26th Battery, Australian Field Artillery, he was Killed in Action on 11 September 1917 and is buried at The Huts Cemetery, Dickebusch.


The Unit Diary records:


19334 Bombardier E. Shipway provided the following statement to the Red Cross:


The Secretary of the Red Cross wrote to 21422 Cpl. Seale, 3rd Brigade, Australian Field Artillery, No.1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield:

The letter went on to report that a Gnr. Sparks had written from Sutton Veny, stating, in part:
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with the assistance of Harry Seale’s daughter, Mrs Elizabeth Bliss, who also kindly donated the photo of ‘Pontey’ Seale.

Lt Harry ‘Pontey’ Seale c. 1916


Photo kindly donated by his daughter, Mrs Elizabeth Bliss, 2009





NEW APPOINTMENTS


The following appointments to the Australian Imperial Forces have been made:-


To be Captains:- James Arthur Pollock, Lieutenant (provisional) R.V. Morse, Senior Cadets.


To be Second Lieutenants:- Corporal James Alexander Reid, Corporal William Thomas Anderson.


To be Second Lieutenants (provisionally):- Alexander Sanderson, Vyvyan Christopher Bennett.





The provisional appointments of the following second lieutenants are confirmed:- H.E. Trousselot, V.B. West, R.Y. Langdon, W.J. McBride, A.L. Kennedy, B. Priestman, G.T. Crawshaw, J.D. Henry, H.W. Brown, D. Brigstock, P.J. Day, H.V. Seale, C.W. Whyte, P. Caro, J. MacD. Royle, L.G. Wilkins, O.H. Woodward, R.B. Hunter.





Promotions to be Lieutenants: Second Lieutenant E.N. Mulligan, L.J. Coulter, W.P. Avery, L. De J. Grut, J.F. Pattinson, H.E. Trousselot, V.P. West, W.J. McBride, J.D. Henry, P.J. Day, C.W. Whyte, and J.M. Reid.





‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’				Major T.W. Edgeworth David











The following 2/Lts were promoted Lieutenants on 24/6/16 on authority A.I.F. Order List No 61:-


2/Lt Seale, H.V.


In July defensive – offensive mining was continued was continued in Red Lamp & Winchester & Colvin Sectors.  Listening was an important part of that work.


On 1/7/16 at Colvin a mine was fired by us and a crater formed.  The enemy, after an intensive bombardment, lasting two hours, raided our lines.  A Magazine containing 1300lbs of Ammonal, was exploded near No 10 Shaft, which was destroyed.  No 11 Shaft was subsequently damaged & the enemy were believed to have destroyed it with a mobile charge.





During the barrage Lt H.V. Seale & Lt A.L. Kennedy succeeded in withdrawing all the miners, but themselves were wounded when remaining to attend to a wounded man in a French shelter.  Lt Seale was evacuated & later on medically boarded.  The Board found him permanently unfit and he was returned to Australia.  





W.B. 							MRS M. E. SEALE


								C/- C.T. BULLER,		


								      JAMES STREET,


									EAST MAITLAND     NSW


	REGRET REPORTED HUSBAND LIEUTENANT HARRY VERNON SEALE WOUNDED


WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED


						BASE RECORDS


						         17/7/16





W.B


							MRS M.E. SEALE


								CARE C.T. BULLER


								   JAMES STREET,


								      EAST MAITLAND     NSW


	NOW REPORTED HUSBAND LIEUTENANT HARRY V. SEALE SERIOUSLY ILL 


GUNSHOT WOUND NOSE  WILL FURNISH PROGRESS REPORT WHEN RECEIVED.


							BASE RECORDS


							          19/7/16





East Maitland NSW 16 1/- 10  45am   1pm


	Base Records


		Melbourne


		Could you please advise hospital address Lieut Harry V Seale


		wounded France


					Mrs Seale





22nd July, 1916


	Dear Madam,


In reply to your telegram dated 21st instant, I have to inform you that the present postal address of your husband is suggested as: 


WOUNDED


		Lieut H.V. Seale,


		  3rd Mining Corps,


		      Australian Imperial Force,


			 In 7th General Hospital, St Omer,


				C/- A.I.F. Headquarters,


					130 Horseferry Road,


						LONDON, England.


						Yours faithfully,


						                          Major,


						Officer i/c Base Records.


	Mrs M.E. Seale,


	   Care C.T. Buller,


	       James Street,


                      EAST MAITLAND   NSW





W.B. 							MRS M E. SEALE


							    CARE C. T. BUTLER


								JAMES STREET


							     EAST MAITLAND   NSW


NOW REPORTED HUSBAND LIEUTENANT HARRY V SEALE CONDITION STATIONERY


	WILL FURNISH FURTHER PROGRESS REPORT WHEN RECEIVED


							


BASE RECORDS


								17/8/16








F.W. 							MRS M E. SEALE


							    CARE C T BUTLER


								JAMES STREET


								   E. MAITLAND NSW


NOW REPORTED HUSBAND LIEUTENANT HARRY V. SEALE CONDITION IMPROVING WILL FURNISH FURTHER PROGRESS REPORT WHEN RECEIVED.


						


BASE RECORDS


							30/8/16





The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, NSW – 9 December 1916:





BEECROFT


Wounded Hero Returns


Lieutenant H.V. Seale, youngest son of Mr. John Seale, of Beecroft, who left with Professor David’s mining corps for the front, returned invalided on Sunday.  He went away as second-lieutenant, and was promoted at the front.  He and some others were buried by a shell burst, and it was two hours before he was dug out.  He was unconscious for a week afterwards, and was over three months in hospital suffering from a dislocated hip and injuries to his face.  He is now recovered, and is to go before the Medical Board on Monday to see if he can return to the front.  He came overland from Melbourne, and spent Sunday at his father’s place.  On Monday he went to Maitland where his wife resides.  He considers that the war will last for three or four years longer.  His cousin, Private H. Seale, returned in the same boat, wounded in the chest.  His brother, Gunner F. Seale, is now in France, as is Sergeant-major D. L. Brown, of Beecroft, brother of Mrs. O. Seale.  Sergeant-major Brown is with a machine-gun company in France. 





LIEUT H.V. SEALE


According to history report he appears to have suffered emerimias, the vision having gradually improved & still to be improving.  Now R.V. 6/18 L.V. 6/5.  Which meets the requirements of vision of recruits for A.I.F.


   I advise him remaining under observation for a month.


						Gordon Mayard 13/12/16


   I recommend he have a month’s leave and then return to duty.


						Gordon Mayard, Major 19/12/16





The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, NSW – Saturday 30 December 1916:





LIEUT. H. V. SEALE


of Beecroft, returned invalided





GUNNER F. L. SEALE


son of Mr John Seale, Beecroft, now in France





THE HEADQUARTERS STAFF OF THE TECHNICAL BATTALION AT THE BENDIGO MILITARY CAMP.


Sitting. – Lieut. H.V. Searle (adjutant), Captain Rowe, C.O., and 2nd-Lieut. J.B. Shaw (embarkation Officer)


From left to right, the members are: - (Standing) – Cpl. H.C. Dalton, Sergeant J.C. Seevers (embarkation sergeant), Corporal Blanche, Corporal R.R. Hamilton, Sergeant-Major Geo. N. Grant, Corporal V.E. Guidice, Sergeant J.S. Foxall, Private A.G. Crone.									(W.H. Robinson, photo.)





“I have examined to-day Lieut H.V. Seale.  He complains of numbness in the left Thigh, and of tiredness in that limb after a hard days work.  Reflexes in lower limb normal.


“He appears to be improving in general health, but is not yet fit for further service abroad.  He is in my opinion, fit for Home Service, and, if his improvement continues, may in time, (say 6 months) be fit for foreign service.” 


				“Sgd    A.V.M. Anderson, Lt-Col.”





Sydney Morning Herald: - Friday August 31, 1934 (Abridged)





"FUNERAL OF MAJOR T.W.E. DAVID


Just before the service commenced a little company of tunnellers who had been associated with Sir Edgeworth David in the Mining Corps at the war filed silently past the coffin and laid at the head of it the companies flag with the letter “T” in the centre, and bearing the inscription Tunnellers, A.E.M.M. and B Co.” The coffin-bearers were members of the A.I.F. Tunnelling Companies’ Old Comrades Association, consisting of Major J.B. Shand, Major R.B. Hinder, Captain F.G. Phippard, Lieutenant W. Manton, Lieutenant J. MacD. Royle, Lieutenant J.C. Close, Lieutenant H.V. Searle and Lieutenant J.E. Armstrong."





Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton – Saturday 27 July 1940:


MOUNT CHALMERS LIMITED


At a meeting of the directors of Mt Chalmers Ltd. held on July 25 the voluntary resignation of Mr Fred W. Hicklin was received.  Mr Hicklin holds the opinion that the best interests if the company would be served by the inclusion of a mining engineer in the directorate and he has vacated his seat to permit this to be done.  Mr Harry V. Seale, M(Aust.) I.M.M., a mining consultant, who now practises at Sydney, has been appointed to the vacancy.  Mr Seale is well known as a mine manager.  He was in charge of extensive operations at Broken Hill, at Malaya and other places and it is considered that his services will be very valuable to this company.





“Dear Alphabets & Tunnellers,


Father time is marching on.


Because of this and the rapidly depleting ranks of your old comrades of 1916-1918, this could be the last of the Annual organised Anzac Day Reunions and I would particularly request that if at all possible, please do your best to attend this forthcoming Anzac Day.


					Hoping to see you on the 25th.


					Sincerely yours


						C.R.N.








1st A.I.F.


TUNNELLERS AND A.E.M.M.&B. COMPANIES


ANZAC RE-UNION


1974


ANZAC DAY – 	Thursday, 25th APRIL, 1974.


58th Anniversary Year of the Embarkation 


on H.M.T.S. “ULYSSES” of the 1st Australian 


Mining Corps., 20th February, 1916


			I.O.O.F. Hall, 100 Clarence Street, Sydney


				at 12.15 p.m. after march.





DEATHS


SEALE, Harry Vernon—June 8, 1979, at Warrina, Castle Hill, late of Warrawee, dearly loved husband of the late Mary Seale, loved father of David, Peter, Joan and Elizabeth, fond grandfather and great-grandfather of their children.


FUNERALS


SEALE—The relatives and friends of the late HARRY VERNON SEALE are invited to attend his funeral to leave St James’s Church of England, King Street, Turramurra, Tuesday next June 12, after service commencing at 9.30 a.m. for the Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


JOHN KEELER, A.D.F.A


519 7286               51 5584


SEALE—T.P.I. Association members are invited to attend the funeral of their late member, HARRY SEALE


   See family notice.


	FRANK ROWELL, Liaison Officer


502 3131         31 8149





Plaque in NSW Garden of Remembrance, Sydney


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and


used with permission





https://nswrailwaysremember.com.au/





Frank Lancelot SEALE, was born on 14 July 1884 in Maitland.  He commenced his career with the railways on 11 December 1911, as an electrician in Sydney, in the Electric Trams Branch.  After almost four years, on 22 November, he was granted leave to join the AIF, and he enlisted on this day.  He was 31 years old at the time.  He embarked from Sydney on 11 May 1916 on HMAT A8 “Argyllshire”, and shortly after disembarked at Devonport on 10 July.  By the end of 1916, on 29 December, he was proceeding to France.  After several months in the field in France, he spent two weeks in a Rest Camp in Boulogne.  He re-joined his battalion on 15 July 1917.  Only two months later, he was killed in action in the field on 11 September 1917.  An eyewitness account of his death details: “Seale was wounded by …[a] shell’.  He died with several of his comrades.  He was buried in The Huts Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium.  Following his death, his father received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal


 on behalf of his son’s service. 
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“Battery at Waggon Lines, Dickebusch.





A day never to be forgotten by the men of the 26th Battery.  Owing to the long march on the previous days, reveille was blown an hour later than usual.


Breakfast had just been drawn and the men were seated in a group in the vicinity of the cookhouse, then it was that the unexpected happened.


A high velocity shell burst in our midst.  This was the first shell in a series, but fortunately the remainder fell some distance away.  For a moment the whole camp was paralysed – then came a cry for stretchers.  In a wonderfully short space of time the wounded were carried to the dressing station.


During this very trying time the behaviour of all was most praiseworthy.





The number of casualties due to this one shell was very great, there being 10 killed, 28 wounded and 4 cases of shell-shock, making a total of 42.


[Gunner Seale heads the list of killed and wounded which followed]


Later in the morning Sir William Birdwood inspected the Officers of the Battery.  At 11.30 am the advance party made up of the remainder of the Battery went to the new Battery position which was situated near Zillebeke.”








“Re the late Gunner F.L. Seale.  He was killed by an enemy shell which burst in the 26th Battery Waggon lines which were at that time located just outside Dickebusche in Belgium.  This happened on the morning of sep. 11th 1917.  I was on the spot at the time and later in the day I attended the funeral.  The late Gunner Seale was buried in the “Huts Military Cemetery” not far from Dickebusche. 


The map reference is as follows:- Sheet 28 H 27 C 24) Plot 4 is where the grave is situated.  I do not know what the grave number is.


I knew the deceased for about 12 months before his death both being on the same battery staff, he was known to us as Frank and was a signaller on the battery staff.  I cannot swear to deceased’s number or initials.


For better information I would advise you write to Bombdr Harding, Eric who I believe is at Southall at present.  I am sorry I cannot give you Bmdr Harding’s full address but I daresay you would be able to find him alright.  Bombr Harding and Gunner Seale were very often together and seemed to be chums.  As to Gunner Seale’s personal appearance I find it hard to describe him.  I may state that he had a habit of ejaculating “What” when any one was speaking to him.”








Dear Sir,


	I regret to inform you of unofficial details of the death of your cousin:- No. 18744 Gnr. F.L. Seale, 7th Brigade, A.F.A.








“Seale appeared to be a man of middle age though I could not definitely state this.  In his work, that of a Battery signaller, he was a very capable man, and certainly a serious loss to the Battery.  He resided at Beecroft just out of Sydney N.S.W.” 





Photo of headstone and The Huts Cemetery, Ypres, Flanders, Belgium


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Frank Lancelot Seale's name is located at panel 15 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial





He is also commemorated on the Beecroft War Memorial Cenotaph and the NSW Government Railway and Tramway Honour Board at Central Station, Sydney.








